
Agenda for the 4:00 pm Wednesday, July 8, 2026, Town of Qualicum Beach Committee of 
the Whole Meeting | Airport to be held in the Council Chambers, Town Hall, 660 Primrose 
Street, Qualicum Beach, BC 
Page No. (This meeting may be recorded) 

1 1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
THAT the Committee of the Whole adopts the July 8, 2026 Committee of the Whole
meeting agenda.

2. QUALICUM BEACH AIRPORT DISCUSSION FORUM
2-6 (a) Qualicum Beach Airport Quarterly Report

• PowerPoint Presentation
Staff Recommendation:
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommends to Council THAT the Report 
titled “Qualicum Beach Airport Quarterly Report,” dated July 8, 2026, be received 
for information. 

(b) Public Input
Those wishing to speak may be required to register by signing the Speaker Sign-
up Sheet located at the entrance to Council Chambers. Should sign-up be
required, speakers will be called in order.

3. ADJOURNMENT
THAT the Committee of the Whole adjourns the July 8, 2026, Committee of the Whole
meeting.

NEXT SCHEDULED 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING: Wednesday, July 15, 2026, at 10:00 am 
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TOWN OF QUALICUM BEACH 
STAFF REPORT 

File No. 8400-01 
TO: Lou Varela, Chief Administrative Officer 

FOR: Committee of the Whole Meeting 

DATE: July 8, 2026 

FROM: Kevin Goldfuss, Airport Manager 

SUBJECT: Qualicum Beach Airport Quarterly Report 

GOVERNANCE DECISION 
For Council to receive information on Airport-related matters recorded during the first and 
second quarters of 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommends to Council THAT the Report titled “Qualicum 
Beach Airport Quarterly Report,” dated July 8, 2026, be received for information. 

PURPOSE 
To provide Council with an overview of Airport-related matters that occurred during the first and 
second quarters of 2026. 

Note: June 19, 2026, was the data cut-off date to allow for agenda production. 

DISCUSSION 
Airport Authority staff (the Town) have been managing several projects during the first and 
second quarters of 2026, including working with NAV Canada on expansion of Noise Sensitive 
Areas (NSAs) and the creation of a new Visual Terminal Procedures Chart (VTPC), undertaking 
bylaw amendments, and more. 

ADS-B Collection of Data  
Council entered a one-year contract with ALFA Aero Solutions. The purpose of the contract is to 
collect data on the number of aircraft departing from and arriving at the Qualicum Beach Airport 
that are equipped with Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) technology. Staff 
will report to Council in the spring of 2027 on the number of departing and arriving aircraft that 
were ADS-B equipped during the twelve-month period. 
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Expanded NSAs & VTPC  
On February 25, 2026, staff applied to NAV Canada regarding the expansion of Noise Sensitive 
Areas (NSAs), the application also included (Departure: Rwy 11 preferred when safe)  
(Arrival Rwy 29 preferred when safe) to further mitigate noise over densely populated areas.  
The application also included a newly created Visual Terminal Procedures Chart (VTPC) to be 
published in the Canada Flight Supplement (CFS) entry to define a circuit route over lower 
density areas. 

Note: Staff have been working with NAV Canada to expand the VTPC to include 588 Gilbert 
Road. NAV Canada has confirmed that the area surrounding 588 Gilbert Road will become a 
Noise Sensitive Area and will be included on the VTPC in the CFS entry, based on exceptional 
circumstance. 

Note: The expanded NSAs and the VTPC are scheduled to be published in the September 2026 
edition of the CFS. 

Note: A NOTAM cannot be issued regarding NSAs or the VTPC. 

Airport Establishment and Operations Bylaw  
At the June 29th special meeting of Council, Council adopted: 

• “Town of Qualicum Beach Airport Establishment Bylaw No. 457.05, 1998, Amendment 
(Fees) Bylaw No. 457.13, 2025”; and 

• “Town of Qualicum Beach Miscellaneous Rates Bylaw No. 638, 2009, Amendment 
(Airport Fees) Bylaw No. 638.07, 2026”. 

 
Bylaw Amendments included: 
 6.5% increase effective July 1, 2026 and a 3% increase for the following years 2027-

2030; 
 Advertising rates were added; 
 Gate Card Fee for both new and/or replacement cards; 
 Passenger User Fees for the Commercial Carrier were reduced; and 
 Increased the daily parking rate for general use and exempted the Commercial Carrier’s 

passengers from parking fees, through a permitting process to be implemented by the 
Commercial Carrier. 

 
ACAP Grant Applications  
In 2026, the Town applied for two grants through the Airport Capital Assistance Program 
(ACAP). The first grant application was for $3,853,541 to assist the Town with runway, taxiway, 
and apron overlay improvements. The second grant application was for $898,000 to assist the 
Town with the replacement of a loader, snow blower, and related attachments.  
 
The Airport Authority was contacted by Transport Canada in April 2026 and informed that the 
Qualicum Beach Airport was not successful in either grant application. However, Transport 
Canada confirmed that both grant applications remain active and will be reconsidered through 
the 2027 ACAP intake process. 

Note: Both grant applications are eligible for 100% funding. 
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Staff will re-evaluate the costs associated with the paving overlay project to ensure that any 
inflationary increases are reflected in the 2027 ACAP application. The 2027 Financial Plan will 
be updated based on Council’s consideration and direction. 

Note: The ACAP application for equipment replacement is based on Transport Canada fixed-
cost estimates and does not require updated pricing. 

Helicopter Training 
From January to June 2026, the Airport Manager approved 25 days of helicopter training, 
representing approximately 20 hours of flight training at the Qualicum Beach Airport. The 
training supported air ambulance operations and occurred during both daytime and nighttime 
hours. 
 
Air Ambulance 
BC Emergency Health Services (BCEHS) reported that, between January 1, 2026, and June 19, 
2026, there were 4 patient transfers through Qualicum Beach Airport. 
 
Annual Live Exercise Emergency Training  
On April 8, 2026, Qualicum Beach Airport participated in, and hosted, an annual live exercise. 
A fuselage of an aircraft was brought in as a prop to simulate response to an aircraft crash. 
There were three separate scenarios throughout the day. Qualicum Beach Fire and Rescue, 
Oceanside RCMP, BC Ambulance, Qualicum Beach Public Works and the Town’s leadership 
team participated in this Transport Canada required exercise.  
 
Training for these scenarios is critical to support agencies’ response.  
 
Communication and Education 
The Airport Authority continues to improve communication and education regarding best 
practices, including the Good Neighbour Program (GNP), Noise Sensitive Areas (NSAs), and 
Noise Abatement Procedures (NAPs). 

This information is being shared through direct communication with local pilots, the Qualicum 
Beach Flying Club, and Sealand Flight School. 

Complaints are seeing a reduction when compared to the second quarter of 2025. 

 2026 – 48 public inputs from 22 addresses 
 2025 – 120 public inputs from 32 addresses 
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Public Inquiry Summary – 2026 (Jan 1-Jun 19) 
 

VIOLATIONS ACTIONABLE BY THE TOWN  
(with in Town Authority)   
Count Concern Type Concern Sub-type 

5 Noise Complaints Noise Abatement Procedure Violation (Specific Aircraft) 
2 Noise Complaints Curfew Violation 

   
COMPLAINTS NOT ACTIONABLE BY THE TOWN  
(outside of Town Authority)   
Count Concern Type Concern Sub-type 

0 Concern Lead Fuel Use 
10 Noise Complaint Excessive Noise 

6 Noise Complaint Flight Path 
2 Noise Complaint Flight Training/Circuits 
1 Noise Complaint Low-Flying Aircraft 
0 Noise Complaint Frequency of Flights 
0 Noise Complaint Helicopter Noise 
0 Noise Complaint Helicopter Training 
0 Noise Complaint Curfew 
0 Noise Complaint Lead Fuel Use/Excessive Noise 
3 Noise Complaint Excessive Noise/Low Flying Aircraft 
0 Noise Complaint Excessive Noise/Frequency of Flights 
2 Noise Complaint Flight Path/Low Flight Aircraft 
0 Noise Complaint (Not yet categorized) 
0 OTHER Airport Operations, general comments or questions 

17 OTHER Other (categorized) 

   
48 Total Public Inputs from unique addresses: 22 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SPECTRUM (IAP2) 
Public Participation Framework developed by the International Association for Public Participation – IAP2 

International. 

 
Consult – Numerous opportunities have been provided to Airport Users, Residents’ 
Associations and the general public to provide feedback on Airport related matters in the 1st and 
2nd quarter of 2026. 
 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
Council’s Strategic Plan Focus Area(s) supported by this initiative:  

• Good Governance: To govern for the public interest of our community while managing 
competing interests, ensuring availability of transparent and accessible information, 
fostering respectful public engagement, and demonstrating ethical values. 

 
 
APPROVALS 
Report respectfully submitted by Kevin Goldfuss.  
 
 
 

 
Kevin Goldfuss 
Airport Manager 
Report Author 

    

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

   

Lou Varela, MCIP, RPP 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Concurrence 

    

 
 

INFORM

• Provide balanced 
and objective 
data to assist in 
understanding 
issues, 
alternatives, 
opportunities, 
and solutions

CONSULT

• Obtain feedback 
on analysis, 
alternatives, 
and/or decisions

INVOLVE

• Work directly 
with stakeholders 
to ensure 
concerns and 
aspirations are 
understood and 
considered

COLLABORATE

• Partner with 
stakeholders in 
each aspect of 
the decision, 
development of 
alternatives, and 
identification of 
preferred 
solutions

EMPOWER

• Final decision 
making in the 
hands of the 
stakeholders
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