Minutes of the 10:00 am Wednesday, December 17, 2025, Town of Qualicum Beach Town Hall
Committee of the Whole Meeting held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Office, 660 Primrose
Street, Qualicum Beach, BC

PRESENT: Council:  Mayor Teunis Westbroek
Councillor Scott Harrison
Councillor Anne Skipsey
Councillor Petronella Vander Valk
Councillor Jean Young

ALSO PRESENT: Staff: Lou Varela, CAO
Heather Svensen, Director of Corporate Services | Deputy CAO
Luke Sales, Director of Planning
Raj Hayre, Director of Finance
Chelsea Currie, Corporate Services Coordinator

Mayor Westbroek called the meeting to order in the Council Chamber at 10:00 am acknowledging that
the meeting was being held on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish people, and in particular, the
Qualicum First Nation.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Committee adopted, by unanimous consent, the December 17, 2025 Town Hall Committee of the
Whole Meeting agenda.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

TOWN HALL

Public Input Opportunity
The Mayor called for public input and invited speakers to address Council in the order they appeared
on the sign-up sheet.

e P. Drummond provided comment on the following:
o Approximately three years ago, there was unanimous agreement to provide ~$85,000
towards a pickleball facility and site.
o At the November 12, 2025, Strategic Planning session the a location next to the
skateboard park was discussed as a potential site.
o The existing skatepark restricts the footprint of a future pickleball court and the
unleveled site would likely require retaining walls.
o Converting the third tennis court near the Royal Canadian Legion building would likely
be a cheaper option to build the pickleball facility on.
e D. Furlani provided comments on the following:
o Shared their personal experience of the impacts light pollution/trespass has on private
property.
New LED lights are more energy efficient, much brighter, and more accessible.
Light pollution interferes with wildlife near shoreline affecting bird nesting and aquatic
life at high tide.
o Request to regulate light by implementing a light intrusion bylaw or amending the
nuisance bylaw to include regulation of intrusive lights.
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C. Dowe provided comments on the following:
o Suggested an Airport Town Hall be held quarterly instead of bi-annually.
o Enquired if Council has discussed the option to meet with Transport Canada regarding
the Qualicum Beach Airport.
o Extended invitation to the BC Seniors Advocate meeting on January 12, 2026, at 2:00
pm at the Gardens to discuss caregiving and respite care support.
o Noted there is a petition circulating to address the needs and concerns of those living
in the Oceanside Area.
J. Wood provided comments on the following:
o Concern regarding the need for a traffic light at Eaglecrest and that there is not yet
parking available behind Fern and Cedar
J. Noel provided comments on the following:
o Enquired if there will be a total account of costs associated with Eaglecrest Golf
Course released to the public.
M. Noel provided comments on the following:
o Enquired on the release of closed Council decisions and why some topics are
discussed in closed meetings instead of open to the public.
K. Monahan provided comments on the following:
o Enquired as to why written comments submitted following a meeting are not attached
in entirety to the final Council meeting minutes but instead listed as a notation with a
topic instead.
o Suggested public input be at the end of every meeting.
G. Maclntosh provided comments on the following:
o Expressed appreciation for staff and Council considering the proposed development at
431 College Road but frustrated that it was denied.
The project aimed to offer space for respite and long-term care.
Noted the proposal was adjusted to remain functional, addressing feedback on parking
and delivery.
P. Jacobson, on behalf of L. Eaton, provided comments on the following:
o Highlighted the connection between environmental toxins and health concerns.
o Suggested improvements could be made to the tree protection bylaw to encourage
more tree planting in both private and public spaces to mitigate effects of toxins.

T. Pritchard provided comments on the following:
o Commended public works for holiday décor and storm cleanup.
o Praised Memorial RRFB installation; wants priority for the identified 9 RRFBs.
o Suggested Highway 19A be renamed to a boulevard in Parksville may reduce speeds;
Qualicum Beach could consider a similar approach.
P. Wallace provided comments on the following:
o Regarding College Road, suggested ensuring provincial and other supports are in
place before resubmitting to Council.
o Encouraged public dialogue to achieve alignment among divided opinions.
P. Drummond provided comments on the following:
o A grant of $25,000 is available from the Regional District of Nanaimo if a clear plan is
secured. The Rotary Club has also committed to a contribution provided a plan is
confirmed soon.
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o Fundraising has paused until further notice. $11,000 has been raised with 264
registered players in Qualicum Beach.

e P. Jacobson provided comments on the following:

o The Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region (MABR) hosts monthly events on
environmental issues, held on the last Friday of each month. The MLA attended the
most recent event.

o The RDN railway project has a provincial deadline in March. There's support for
preserving the corridor by removing rails for walking trails.

o Friends of Rails to Trails Non-Profit may offer input.

e C. Dowe, on behalf of F. Dowe provided comments on the following:

o Noted there are six beds at the Island Health Lodge for palliative care which is not
sufficient to service the population.

o Shared that a petition is circulating to advocate for respite and long term care
improvements in the Oceanside area.

e K. Monohan provided comments on the following:
o Town policy when cutting trees on town property and if that aligns with the public
responsibility under the tree proportion bylaw in relation to replanting etc.
e G. Maclintosh provided comments on the following:
o Vancouver Island Health Authority likely cannot provide enough beds on their own and
private pay may be the solution.
o Oceanside does not have enough long-term care beds, a significant increase in
available beds is required urgently.
J. Wood provided comments on the following:
o Noted the draft OCP lacks actionable solutions to identified issues.
o Confirmed the 2026 Committee of the Whole schedule.
o Emphasized urgency for Eaglecrest Golf Course to be operational as soon as possible.
o Provided feedback on the communications strategy.
J. Noel Provided comments on the following:
o Closed meetings and transparency improvement; requesting context beyond the
closing section to be available to the public.
T. Pritchard provided comments on the following:
o Expressed concern that the draft OCP provides limited direction on housing, appears
overly restrictive, and lacks clear alignment with the WAAM report.
o Several sections of the draft OCP were noted as unchanged from the previous version.

ADJOURNMENT

Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, THAT the Committee of the
Whole adjourns the December 17, 2025, Town Hall Committee of the Whole meeting.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MEETING ADJOURNED: 12:00 pm
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