
 

Minutes of the 10:00 am Wednesday, March 12, 2025, Town of Qualicum Beach Regular Council 
Meeting held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Office, 660 Primrose Street, 
Qualicum Beach, BC 

PRESENT: Council: Mayor Teunis Westbroek 
  Councillor Scott Harrison 
  Councillor Anne Skipsey  
  Councillor Petronella Vander Valk 
  Councillor Jean Young 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Staff: Lou Varela, CAO  
  Heather Svensen, Director of Corporate Services | Deputy CAO 
  Luke Sales, Director of Planning  
  Raj Hayre, Director of Finance 
  Jason Froats, Information Systems Analyst 
  Danielle Leurebourg, Deputy Director of Corporate Services 
  Nathan Cernusca, Corporate Services Coordinator 
 
Mayor Westbroek called the meeting to order in the Council Chamber at 10:00 am acknowledging that 
the meeting was being held on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish people, and in particular, the 
Qualicum First Nation. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
Council adopted, by unanimous consent, the March 12, 2025 Regular Council meeting agenda as 
presented. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
START OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
Council adopted, by unanimous consent, the recommendations listed for items 2a) to 2g) in the March 
12, 2025, Consent Agenda. 

(a) THAT the February 12, 2025, regular Council meeting minutes be approved as presented. 
(b) THAT the February 26, 2025, special Council meeting minutes be approved as presented. 
(c) THAT the Correspondence Log, dated for reference March 5, 2025, be approved as presented. 
(d) THAT the Year-End Update for Fire Rescue Services be received for information. 
(e) THAT the Year-End Report for Corporate Services be received for information. 
(f) THAT the Update for Construction and Building Permits for September, 2024 to December, 2024 

be received for information. 
(g) THAT the Year-End Update and Q1 2025 Report for Tree Permits be received for information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-048 
END OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
(1) Notice of Motion – Councillor Harrison  

(a) Notice of Motion – Councillor Harrison 
WHEREAS the expenditure of public funds for infrastructure, public works, and consulting 
contracts represents millions of dollars worth of expenses every year; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Town of Qualicum Beach has for several years had a policy of 
social procurement which benefits contractors who add value to the community; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT applicants for future requests for proposals are 
requested, but not required, to disclose the national jurisdiction of their beneficial 
ownership AND FURTHER, THAT should responses to requests for proposals, requests 
for expressions of interest or any other contract from the Town either be from another 
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country or the nation of origin for the beneficial ownership is undisclosed, that the most 
competitive bid from a Canadian respondent be included for Council consideration at a 
subsequent Council meeting. 
 
Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Mayor Westbroek SECONDED, THAT the Notice of 
Motion be deferred to a future meeting of Council when more information from the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities becomes available. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-049 

 
(b) Notice of Motion – Councillor Harrison 

WHEREAS multiple OCPs have called for increased density in the Village 
Neighbourhood area; 
 
AND WHEREAS the density called for within the Village Neighbourhood area in our 
existing OCP is in alignment with the provincial requirements under Bill 44; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT approval for developments in accordance with 
the Town’s Design Guidelines and the Province’s SSMUH requirements specifically 
within the Village Neighbourhood area have their approvals delegated to staff. 
 
Councillor Harrison MOVED and Councillor Young SECONDED, THAT Council directs 
staff to prepare a report on the possible amendment of “Officer and Delegation Bylaw No. 
662, 2010” to delegate authority to the Director of Planning & Community Development 
for the issuance of Development Permits in compliance with the Town’s Design 
Guidelines for Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing. 
DEFEATED 
Opposed: Mayor Westbroek, Councillor Skipsey, Councillor Vander Valk 
In Favour: Councillor Harrison, Councillor Young 

 
(c) Notice of Motion – Councillor Harrison 

WHEREAS the construction of new large, single family dwellings in the Village 
Neighbourhood area either as new development or as redevelopment undermines the 
OCPs vision of gentle density; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT staff begin a process at an undetermined future 
date to look at having a minimum density requirement of two (2) units for redevelopment 
within the Village Neighbourhood, satisfied either by an garden suite, carriage house, 
duplex, or another arrangement with two separate units on the property. 

 
Councillor Harrison MOVED and Councillor Young SECONDED, THAT the Notice of 
Motion be referred to the Official Community Plan Review. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-050 

 
DELEGATIONS 

(1) Regional District of Nanaimo, Ravensong Aquatic Centre Referendum, T. Osborne and K. 
Komjati, Regional District of Nanaimo, in attendance to make a presentation on the Ravensong 
Aquatic Centre Referendum. 

 
  



Town of Qualicum Beach 
March 12, 2025, Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Page 3 of 7 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

BYLAWS 
(a) Town of Qualicum Beach Financial Plan 2025-2029 Bylaw No. 908, 2025 

1. Councillor Vander Valk MOVED and Councillor Skipsey SECONDED, THAT the “Town of 
Qualicum Beach Financial Plan (2025-2029) Bylaw No. 908, 2025” be amended by 
replacing Schedule “A” to the Bylaw with the Revised Schedule “A”. 
CARRIED | Resolution No. 25-052 
Opposed: Councillor Harrison 
In Favour: Mayor Westbroek, Councillor Young, Councillor Vander Valk, Councillor Skipsey 
 

2. Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Young SECONDED, THAT the “Town of 
Qualicum Beach Financial Plan (2025-2029) Bylaw No. 908, 2025” be amended by 
replacing Schedule “B” to the Bylaw with Revised Schedule “B”.  
CARRIED | Resolution No. 25-053 
Opposed: Councillor Harrison 
In Favour: Mayor Westbroek, Councillor Young, Councillor Vander Valk, Councillor Skipsey 
 

3. Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, THAT the “Town of 
Qualicum Beach Financial Plan (2025-2029) Bylaw No. 908, 2025” be read a third time, as 
amended. 
CARRIED | Resolution No. 25-054 
Opposed: Councillor Harrison 
In Favour: Mayor Westbroek, Councillor Young, Councillor Vander Valk, Councillor Skipsey 

 
COMMITTEE & LIAISON REPORTS 
(1)  General Government (Mayor Teunis Westbroek) 
 Mayor Westbroek commented on his portfolio activities.  

 
(2) Public Safety (Councillor Scott Harrison) 
 Councillor Harrison commented on his portfolio activities.  
 
(3) Parks & Recreation (Councillor Anne Skipsey) 

(1) J. Thony, Buller Road Drainage 

Correspondence regarding the drainage on Buller Road included on the agenda.   

(2) B. LaJeunesse, Pickleball Courts  

Correspondence regarding pickleball courts included on the agenda.    

(3) E. Flynn, Qualicum School District, Kwalikum Secondary School Projects 

Correspondence regarding Kwalikum Secondary School Projects included on the agenda. 

Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Mayor Westbroek SECONDED, THAT Council refer the 
initiative for partnering with KSS and the School District for support for basketball courts to 
Strategic Planning fall 2025, where Council could consider providing a flat financial 
contribution of an amount of Council’s choosing funded from surplus or the Strategic 
Initiatives Reserve. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-051 
 

(4) Qualicum Beach Farmers’ Market – Letter of Support 

Draft letter of support to be sent to the Qualicum Beach Farmers’ Market. 
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(a)  Councillor Skipsey commented on her written report included in the agenda. 
 

(b) Notice of Motion – Lot 6 Dashwood Land Tenure 
 Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, 

WHEREAS the Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN) has requested a  
License of Occupation agreement for Provincial Crown Land – Lot 6, District Lot 76, 
Newcastle District, Plan 2619 (PID  006310419) to be used as an Electoral Area G 
Community Park; and 
 
WHEREAS, the RDN received a response stating their application for  
crown land tenure will not be granted as the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure has 
reserved this provincial crown land for future gravel extraction; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lot 6 is a 5.41 hectare trapezoidal-shaped parcel which is currently forested 
with a maturing Douglas-fir forest including three magnificent Sitka Spruce, one of which is 
claimed to be the third tallest in all of Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Nature Trust of BC has purchased 36 acres in this area for conservation of: 
the Coastal Douglas-fir (CDF) moist maritime  
biogeoclimatic sub-zone, one of the most at-risk zones of the Province with only 11% 
protected within BC; and the Little Qualicum River, an important salmon spawning river for 
Chinook, Coho, Chum and Steelhead and where Coastal Cutthroat Trout are also found; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Lot 6 connects with the Town of Qualicum Beach’s Lot 10; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the Town’s Official Community Plan in relation to Lot 10 and surrounding 
area it is stated that: the Town shall oppose any development that could have an adverse 
effect on the Town’s underground water supply; the Town shall consider the importance of 
Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystems and associated wildlife and vegetation when considering 
proposed changes in land use or designation; and the Town shall explore additional bylaws 
and policies to identify, protect and restore Coastal Douglas fir Biogeoclimatic Zone 
ecosystems;  
  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council send a letter to the  
Minister of Transportation and Transit in support of the request made by the RDN for a 
license of occupation agreement for Lot 6 given concern around potential deleterious effects 
of gravel extraction at this location and the value we place on the conservation of Coastal 
Douglas fir biogeoclimatic ecosystems; and THAT copies of the letter be sent to the RDN 
and MLA Stephanie Higginson. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-055 
 

(c) Time-Sensitive Recommendation from the March 6, 2025 Heritage Forest Commission 
 Meeting 

Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Harrison SECONDED, THAT Council supports 
the initiative for Heritage Forest Commission member Tom Whitfield to conduct tours of the 
Heritage Forest on April 4 and 5, 2025 as part of the Brant Wildlife Festival. 

  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-056 
 
(4) Community Development (Councillor Petronella Vander Valk) 

 Councillor Vander Valk commented on her written report included in the agenda.  
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(5) Arts & Culture (Councillor Jean Young) 

Councillor Young commented on her written report included in the agenda.  
 
STAFF REPORTS 
(1) Corporate Administration 

(a) Council and Administrative Policy Development | Comprehensive Policy Review 
Councillor Harrison MOVED and Councillor Young SECONDED, THAT Council rescind 
Policy Number 3000-2 | Policy Development and replace it with Policy No. 3000-23 | 
Council and Administrative Policy Development. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-057 
 

(b) Change in Scope | Committee and Commission Review 
Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, THAT Council 
approve a change in scope to Phase 2 of the Committee and Commission Review to focus 
on the Heritage Forest Commission, with attention to the Select Committee on Parks and 
Recreation if time permits. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-058 

 
(c) 2025 Special Events Approvals 

Councillor Harrison MOVED and Councillor Skipsey SECONDED, 

(d) Battle of the Atlantic Commemoration (Royal Canadian Legion), May 4, 
2025. 

  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-059 
 
 
 
 

(i) THAT Council endorse the date selected for: 
(a)   Beach Day Celebration, July 27, 2025 

(b)   Youth Appreciation Lunch, May 8, 2025 (Town-facilitated event) 

(ii) THAT Council approves in principle, the special event applications and the 
special event requests, as described in the March 12, 2025, report titled “2025 
Special Events Approvals” for: 

 
(a) Street Dance, Saturday, June 14, 2025, (Seaside Cruizers Car Club) 

including road closures of Second Avenue W between Primrose Street 
and Memorial Avenue and Primrose Street between First Avenue W and 
Fern Road W. 

(b) Father’s Day Show ‘n Shine, Sunday, June 15, 2025, (Seaside Cruizers 
Car Club) including road closures of Beach Road (Fern Road W to 
Harlech Road); First Avenue W (Jones Street to Harlech Road); Primrose 
Street (Fern Road W to First Avenue W); Second Avenue W (Memorial 
Avenue to Jones Street); Jones Street (Fourth Avenue W to First Avenue 
W); 

(c) Qualicum Beach Thursday Night Market, Thursday evenings in July and 
August (Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Society) including road closure 
between 5 pm and 9:30 pm of Second Avenue West from Memorial 
Avenue to Primrose Street to facilitate the market including entering into a 
Licence of Occupation with the Town. 
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(d) Qualicum Beach Airport Committee of the Whole Meeting Follow-Up Report 
Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, THAT Council 
receives for information, the “Qualicum Beach Airport Committee of the Whole 
Meeting Follow-Up Report”, dated for reference March 12, 2025. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-060 

 
(2) Planning & Community Development 

(a) Pathways to Sustainable Development in Qualicum Beach – Economic Development 
Strategy – Award of Contract   
Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, THAT Council 
authorizes staff to award the contract for the Initiative titled “Pathways to Sustainable 
Development in Qualicum Beach – Economic Development Strategy” project to Nordicity in 
the amount of $112,470, as detailed in the March 12, 2025 Planning report to Council. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-061 

 
(b) Applicant Request for Reconsideration of Tree Removal Permit Requirements for 

2150 Island Highway W 
Councillor Vander Valk MOVED and Councillor Skipsey SECONDED, THAT the motion on 
the floor, moved by Councillor Harrison and seconded by Mayor Westbroek, be withdrawn: 

WHEREAS the Director of Planning has the authority to issue Tree Removal Permits 
but does not have the delegated authority to modify the conditions linked to such 
permits; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, THAT Council modifies the Director's decision to issue a Tree 
Removal Permit with conditions for 2150 Island Highway West by waiving the cash in 
lieu requirement ($242,000), given the trees fall within the proposed subdivision’s 
roadway and infrastructure corridors. 

  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MEETING RECESSED:   12:13 pm 
MEETING RECONVENED:   12:33 pm with all of Council in attendance. 

 
Councillor Young MOVED and Mayor Westbroek SECONDED, THAT Council instructs staff 
to request that the applicant undertake an assessment by a qualified third party professional 
to ascertain the value of the timber located in the proposed right of way and utility corridor for 
the subdivision at 2150 Island Highway West; AND FURTHER THAT the cash in lieu 
requirement for the subject tree permit be reduced to an amount equivalent to the value of 
the timber being removed from the proposed road right of way and utility corridor, and such 
proceeds be allocated to the Tree Replacement Reserve Account. 
CARRIED | Resolution No. 25-062 
Opposed: Councillor Skipsey 
In Favour: Mayor Westbroek, Councillor Young, Councillor Vander Valk, Councillor Harrison 

 
(3) Engineering & Operations  

(a) Designation of Fire Inspectors and Investigators 
Councillor Harrison MOVED and Mayor Westbroek SECONDED, THAT Council appoints 
the Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief(s), Assistant Fire Chief(s) and Fire Prevention Officer(s) as 
Fire Inspectors and Investigators for the Town of Qualicum Beach. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-063 
 

(b) Mutual Aid Agreement – Port Alberni Fire Department 
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Councillor Harrison MOVED and Councillor Skipsey SECONDED, THAT the Town of 
Qualicum Beach enters into a Mutual Aid Agreement with the City of Port Alberni Fire 
Department, as described in the Mutual Aid Agreement 2025-2030. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY | Resolution No. 25-064 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, THAT  
the special meeting of Council be closed to the public, pursuant to sections 90(1)(a), (e) and (k) of the 
Community Charter, for the purpose of considering: 
 (a)     personal information about an identifiable individual who holds or is being considered for a 

position as an officer, employee or agent of the municipality or another position appointed by 
the municipality; 

 (e)     the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or improvements, if the council considers 
that disclosure could reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the municipality; 

 (k)     negotiations and related discussions respecting the proposed provision of a  municipal 
service that are at their preliminary stages and that, in the view of the council, could 
reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the municipality if they were held in public. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC: 12:41 pm 
MEETING REOPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 2:38 pm 
 
REVIEW OF COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

- Nil  

ADJOURNMENT 
Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Vander Valk SECONDED, THAT Council adjourns the 
meeting. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: 2:38 pm 
 
Certified Correct: 

 

 
ORIGINAL SIGNED 
  

 
ORIGINAL SIGNED 
  

Heather Svensen   Teunis Westbroek 
Director of Corporate Services/Deputy CAO Mayor 
 
REVIEW OF COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
There were no comments about business at this regular Council meeting received in accordance with 
Council Procedure Bylaw No. 733, 2019, section 16(3), by 12:00 pm, two business days following the 
meeting (March 14, 2025).  

  


