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Town Receives $4 Million for Highway 19A Waterfront Safety Improvements
“Complete Street” improvements to enhance walking, cycling, and road safety

Qualicum Beach — The Town has been awarded $4,067,672 to fund safety improvements to
address long standing safety concerns along its core waterfront corridor.

This significant funding was received from the Strategic Priorities Fund, a federally funded
program that supports infrastructure projects under the Build Communities Strong Fund (BCSF)
Community stream in BC and is administered by the Union of BC Municipalities.

The project will transform the waterfront along Highway 19A from a vehicle-dominated corridor
into a multi-functional public space, serving as a vital community destination and critical
transportation infrastructure. Through a ‘complete street’ design, the project will add dedicated
cycling facilities, traffic calming features, improved pedestrian infrastructure, additional green
space, and landscaping that will naturally reduce vehicle speeds while creating a more enjoyable
waterfront experience for residents and visitors alike.

The Highway 19A waterfront corridor serves as both the Town's premier destination and a
regional arterial highway. Traffic studies have shown that 94% of motorists exceed the posted 50
km/h speed limit, making safety improvements essential. The ‘complete street’ design uses
proven roadway engineering to calm traffic and encourage safer driving through design rather
than enforcement.

Project improvements include:

e A continuous cycling path along the north side of Highway 19A
e New shared pathways and additional parking

e Narrower travel lanes to reduce vehicle speeds

e Landscaped median islands

o Expanded waterfront green space and new shade trees

e Roadway reconstruction to accommodate the complete street design.



On July 30, 2026, the federal and provincial governments, together with the UBCM, announced
more than $152 million in funding for 54 community infrastructure and capacity-building
projects across British Columbia. The Town’'s Highway 19A Waterfront Complete Street Project is
one of the projects selected for funding.

Project timelines and construction details will be shared with the community as implementation
planning progresses.

Quotes

"For local governments across British Columbia, the right investment can support housing, foster
connection and build strong communities. This project will make a lasting impact and reinforces
our commitment to building bold, building strong, and building together.”

- The Honourable Gregor Robertson, Minister of Housing and Infrastructure and Minister
responsible for Pacific Economic Development Canada

“People in Qualicum Beach will benefit from improvements that make the Highway 19A
waterfront safer and more accessible for everyone who walks, cycles or drives. This project reflects
the partnership between the Government of Canada, UBCM and the Town of Qualicum Beach to
deliver infrastructure that improves safety while enhancing one of the community's most valued
public spaces.”

- The Honourable Christine Boyle, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs

"This is a transformational investment in one of Qualicum Beach's most prized public spaces. The
Highway 19A waterfront corridor has been the Town’s number one transportation safety priority
for many years. Receiving 100% funding means we can move forward with a project that will
result in a safer, more accessible, and more welcoming waterfront that strengthens tourism,
supports active living, and enhances the vitality of Qualicum Beach."

- Mayor Teunis Westbroek
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