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• Summary



Provincial context 
(Drought Portal)

droughtportal.gov.bc.ca

• Provincial Drought Portal: situational 
overview and maps

• Island-wide indicators: precipitation, 
snowpack, streamflow, groundwater

• Purpose: early warning & decision 
support for water managers



Vancouver Island Drought 
Level

• Vancouver Island: Drought Level 4 (severe)

• Primary drivers: low spring precipitation and 
below-normal snowpack

• Impacts: reduced summer streamflow and 
lower groundwater recharge



Water Scarcity Level



Water Scarcity Map: French Creek in red



Regional context: RDN and Parksville 
status



S U P P L Y  S O U R C E S

Water Supply Assets

Town of Qualicum Beach   |   Water Supply Update — July 2026

Qualicum River Wellfield — Primary Source
Deep, high-quality groundwater beside the Little Qualicum River; 
supplies most of the Town water year-round

Berwick Wellfield — Secondary Source
A second deep well source that supplements the system and 
meets peak summer demand. 

Arrowsmith Water Service
Regional joint-venture. 
Not part of Qualicum Beach Water System 
Water License - 18% share



Provincial Monitoring Well Network

Berwick Well Field

Little Qualicum Well Field



RDN June 23, 2026 Board Presentation

Next Six Slides



RDN June 23, 2026 Board Presentation



River Well



Berwick Well



RDN June 23, 2026 Board Presentation



River Well



Berwick Well



Cameron Lake – Water Level



Water Consumption
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Water Consumption
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W H E R E  W E  S T A N D

Current Status — Summer 2026
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ACTIVE:  Seasonal Watering Bylaw (753,2020 - Waterworks Rate and Regulation 
Bylaw) in effect May 15 – September 15

Daily watering window

No sprinklers  ·  7 AM – 7 PMSprinklers OK Sprinklers OK

12 AM 7 AM 7 PM 12 AM

Hand watering
Anytime with a shut-off nozzle

Drip & soaker hoses
Permitted anytime



Summary

• Regional and provincial indicators show elevated drought risk;

• Our monitoring saw a short stress period in May but recovered 
with rain;

• Cumulative consumption for 2026 is higher than previous 
years;

• The Town has remained on Water Restrictions Level 1 as per 
the RDN scale;

• We recognize climate change as the new reality (warmer 
wetter winters and hotter drier summers).



Next Steps

• Hydro-geological Study of Little Qualicum Wellfield – Report 
to Council in 2027

• Next year: Define the Technical Thresholds to trigger further 
water restriction.

• As per bylaw, Council could impose additional water use 
restrictions by resolution. 
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