QUALICUM BEACH

Updated March, 2025

FAQ: Town of Qualicum 2025 Official Community Plan (OCP) Review

What is an Official Community Plan (OCP) Review?

An Official Community Plan (OCP) is the long-term guiding document which provides a vision for the
community’s future for the coming decades. The OCP Review is an opportunity for the Town to ensure
that the goals and objectives which are set out in the current OCP are still important to the community,
and to update those which have changed since the last review. Since many kinds of decisions are made
based on the OCP it is important that everything stated in the plan is still relevant and speaks to the
current views and values of residents.

About the 2025 Official Community Plan Review

Starting in 2024 the Town of Qualicum Beach began preparing for a review of its OCP. Based on
provincial legislation from 2023, the new OCP must be adopted by December 31, 2025.

While past reviews of the OCP have covered a wide range of policy topics, the 2025 OCP Review will be
focused on policies that relate directly or indirectly to housing. This focus was determined by Council due
to the tight legislative timeline, which states that the OCP must be updated to reflect the most recent
projected housing needs for Qualicum Beach by the end of 2025.

Why is the Official Community Plan important?

The OCP reflects the community's values and priorities. By setting out a clear community vision today,
we can shape our future growth in a way that is sustainable and provides a high quality of life for current
and future residents. This OCP Review will assess how housing policies align with the community's vision
and update them to reflect current housing market needs.

Is there an Official Community Plan Steering Committee, and how is it appointed?

Yes, the OCP Steering Committee is comprised of a Councillor liaison, Director of Planning and
Community Development, and seven (7) community representatives. The Committee reviews and
provides comment on the Quality of Life questions and process for Council consideration, helps define
the scope and approach of the OCP Review, and provides recommendations to Council on decision
points. Committee members are appointed by Council, and Committee meetings commenced in Fall
2023 and will conclude after the adoption of the updated OCP. Meetings are held on the first and third
Monday of each month or as required. Read the Committee Terms of Reference.
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https://qualicumbeach.com/preview?file_path=Council%20Committee%20Schedule%2C%20List%20%26%20Terms%20of%20Reference/OCP%20Steering%20Committee%20Terms%20of%20Reference%202023%2Epdf

What is a Quality of Life Survey and what role does it play in the Official Community Plan?

The Quality of Life Survey (QLS) precedes the OCP Review, measuring satisfaction with municipal
services, tracking trends in hobbies, transportation, and lifestyle, and gathering feedback on housing
needs. The QLS will close on March 17, 2025, with the results to be presented to Council and the public
in the spring of 2025.

How does an Official Community Plan (OCP) help us reach our community goals?

All municipal policies, plans and regulations must be in alignment with the OCP Bylaw, so it is a powerful
guide for Town decision-making. An effective OCP provides clear direction but does not preclude change
based on evolving circumstances or interpretation of policies by Council and staff. In this way, an OCP is
often considered a "living document".

Who uses an Official Community Plan (OCP)? Who does it affect?

Council, Town staff, developers, and professionals use the OCP to align housing, land use, transportation,
infrastructure, and amenities with community priorities. They also use the OCP to understand which
areas are suitable for development and which are not (environmentally sensitive areas, steep slopes,
hazardous areas, etc.). The public can use the OCP to understand local issues, planned solutions, and
potential changes in their neighbourhood.

Why is public input needed?

An OCP Review involves significant public involvement so that goals and policies reflect community
concerns and hopes for the future. During an OCP update, the review process is open, transparent, and
requires broad input from residents, elected officials, staff, and interest holders. It is the Town's goal to
engage residents of all ages and walks of life to participate in a wide number of activities.

What is the difference between a Zoning Bylaw and the Official Community Plan (OCP)?

An OCP provides a broad vision of growth or change the community would like to see in the future. The
OCP provides a vision for “what the community wants to be when it grows up”. This includes strategic,
high-level policies, goals, and objectives. This vision can then be fine-tuned into specific, prescriptive
rules and provisions through the use of subsequent plans and initiatives. All plans and policies in a
municipality must be aligned with the strategic goals and visions laid out in the OCP.

By contrast, the Zoning Bylaw provides specific, prescriptive provisions which permit properties to be
used in certain ways. Rather than providing a long-term “vision”, the Zoning Bylaw regulates “who the
Town is today”. For instance, the OCP will designate areas as residential, commercial etc., whereas the
Zoning Bylaw provides parameters of use such as building siting and setbacks, height, parcel coverage,
and density.
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