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"BROWN PROPERTY ”

Daviel Hays 5- pact sectes

TREES; HUNDREDS: OF years. old in a Qualicum:
Beach forest. The Brown property debate continues.

> - At Wednésday night’s forum ‘at-

‘the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre, ’ See BROWN: on page A A15

|; Wednesday night, March 22: at 7:30: *

m;, the:latest: chapter-in the long

“Beach known: to’ most -ag ‘The
Brown'.Property comes to the'fore-

> front,:That's when the: Town. and the:

oe = ney ‘August 123191
ing-15 acres. of the property for - in his. game book reads,:".
$900,000, : 10:days in Qualicum Beach and

bought six lots.”



Money had a large house

built, which today still stands

on. East Crescent facing the

golf course. Early in 1914 -he

moved his family from Eng-

land to the Qualicum Beach

residence. Money became

managing director of the

Newcastle company, and at

some point in either 1919 or

1923, raised the funds to buy

the Qualicum Beach Hotel

and the golf course.

That purchase ~ likely

included. the- modern day
Brown Property.

After Money died in 1941

BROWN PROPERTY t

. at the age of 74, his next door

neighbor, a Major Lowery,

bought his house and the 55

acres that went with it for

$5,000.

Tn 1952 Lowery sold the

Jand to Bobby Brown, a Cal-

gary lawyer, for $60,000. In

1955, Brown was concerned

that the golf course might be

sold -off, and bought the

whole thing for $25,000.

Brown died in 1971, leav-

ing the golf course, the 55

acres and other assets in trust,

the major beneficiary of

which is Genevieve Brown.

Tn 1981, the (then) Village —

of Qualicum Beach purchased

the golf course from the trust,

for a tidy $1 million. It is gen-

erally agreed that the Brown

estate could have received ‘a

much greater price from real

_estaté developers, but the -

family’ wished to présérve the"* ©

ambiance of Qualicum Beach. ;

The parcel of land that the

Brown residence sits on is’

prized by many, including the

members of the Brown

Preservation Society, as the

best surviving example of the

original forests of the east

coast of Vancouver Island.

“It’s a prime example of a

multi-age, multi-species for-

est? said Scott Tanner,

Qualicum Beach town coun-

cillor responsible for the énvi-

ronmental portfolio. “You

have trees in there that range

from 500 and 600 years old,

down lo trees that are two to

THE BROWN HOUSE, originally built by General Noel Money, as It appears today.
three years old, and. every-

thing in between.” ‘

As well, Tanner says, the

Brown Property contains the

most pristine, natural segment

of Beach Creek,’ a stream that, .

bears Coho salmon.

Debate

extent of logging that~ has

occurred of the property, the

significance being the authen-

“ticity of its “old growth”. sta-

“=< vare:Mned -up to buy shouldtus.
| eo ao

‘some

surrounds | the.

“There is evidence: of

removal, ,such “as:

stumps,” said ‘Tanner. “But it’s

the best example we have of

the original forést-on-the east

coast of Vancouver Island.”

Bn part two of the

‘series we'll look at some

of the controversy sur-: .
rounding the. additional 15

acres which‘developers

Davi Hay PHOTO,
the May 1. deadline go by.

Is it necessary: to-buy-it?: | - |

Who:ls behind the push to

buy it — developers.and:.-

environmentalists,-politi-..-

cians. and average citi {

_ zeris? Who‘ opposes:

purchase? What makes

the package so attrac-. -

tive?” foes

See Tuesday's News for

part:two.of “Hous Be

pathways”.



_Taise the $900,000 pur-

Marlys Diamond
No

acres are enough.
And in.a special‘town meeting in

the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre on

Wednesday at 7:30:p.m:; the community’s

interest in acquiring the final 15 acre parcel

of the Brown Property will become known.

Last April, the Town of Qualicum Beach

added $483,460 to the $426,000 raised by

the Brown Property Preservation Society,

and thereby came into possession of 35 acrés

of unique forest lands bordering Beach

Creek near East Cres- °°"

cent. -” : .

The deal included a

one. year option on the ~

remaining 15 acres of

the property. That

option expires as of

May 1, and efforts to

chase price have intensi-

fied-with the approach of the deadline.

The option is unique in that it is not an

all.or nothing proposition. Any portion.of

=the 15 acres can be purchased with however

much moneys’ ‘taised,
And the reason for this 15 acres costing

virtually as mucli as the previous 35? It
occupies upland flats, as opposed to a ravine

and creék, and therefore comprises a much
mofe attractive tract for development.

“If we are able.to preserve this land we

could be.cbmpared to-the people who pre-

served Stanley Park in Vancouver,” said

Qualicum Beach mayor Teunis Westbroek.

“Ttwould.be a.visionary act.”

Westbroek, who spoke with THE News

from Zeballos on the Island’s west coast dur-

ing a break from fishing for herting, says :

acquisition of the 15 acres is necessary for

« to resort to outside borrowing.”

Scott Rodway
2No:

the protection of the original 35.

. “One danger would-be the blow: down

effect, arid the 15 acre parcel would act as ‘a’

buffer to the heavy winter: winds frem thé ‘~

south east,” he said.-“Also, if:this parcel _

wete to be developed, the runoff water from *

driveways, roofs and such would create seri-

ous drainage concerns for the existing park.”

One of the points generally raised by

. those in favor of acquiring the additional

acreage is the environmental. importance-of
buffering the older growth within: the already.

protected land.

But those’ who,”

G oppose acquisitior

z see ‘it as. being fis-

cally inesponsible.
“think we've

already saved ‘the

best, the 35 acres

idjacent 16Beach’
“Cteek,” said

Qualicum Beach ;
town councillor Marlys Diamond. “We made -:

that purchase-because the preservation soci-

ety raised’a sizable sum, and the town was

able to find funds internally, without hai ng

Diamond says the. town coffers are virtu,
ally drained, with other projects needing: :

attention, such as:a road for the newly.

” acquired Laburnum lands-and a new earth-

quake-proof fire hall. o

_ “We put together the most recent Official

Community Plan with intensive public input;

and there is no indication in:that plan that °;

acquiring this property is a major concern of |

the community,” she’said. “I don’t think this
is a high priority for.the silent majority.”

. Town councillor Scott Rodway sees the -

issue as primarily a budget decision.

See BROWN on next page
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‘, Continued from page Ais a

_ “Right now-the town has: a budget of"
: _ approximately: 8 ‘million:——:-so to come-up |

: with $800,000 ates-to 10 per cent of the
“overall budget”? said. “Tt doesn’t matter if |:

“you amortize that: cost.over 15 years, it’s still;
10 per cent of thie.overal! dget.”

Rodway: says is also a. less-obvious.

cost to. the :town-in forriof lost Develop-

ment Cost Charges: an reduced. tax revenue |
- base, : :

“T have-no problem
we've acquired to date;”

~ Jook at 66 lots on that eS to)

$805,860 in potential DCCs, which es :
the overall cost to the town: fot the initial
purchase to roughly $1.3.imillion”

The councillor says‘if you:do the math for :

-the additional 15 acres, the overall cost to tax.

“J do-applaud the Bi

vation Society: and:the-town for their efforts ~ |

in-acquiring the. 35 acres,”*he said. “‘But I

just don’t see ‘this purchase as making sense.”

But.Mayor Westbroek and-other Propo-

nents of the;purchase dispute the validity-of © ;

sthe view that development equals mu cipal \
1

co TOt OF people think that residential
developihetit brings. more money: in; but

when you figure in-servicing and operating ~ |

costs down the.line, thé opposite is true,” - - |

“Westbioek said, “I’m not against develop-: v4
© ment; but I don’t think this would be: stat}
development.” ae

Rodway and other objectors t to th é land
purchase sa say- that se servicing costs: fors
development on the Brown Propert:
be low,.as water and ‘sewer lines’ are alteady

i. “in place neaby? 75

Meanwhile, the president of thie Brown
Property Preservation Society, the thember-
“ship of which has‘grown fo almost 400 since:

it was first formed four years ago, says the

purpose of Wednesday evening's town. meet:
ing is to answer two questions.

“The first. question is: Do we want fo pre-

serve this land?” Jack. Wilson told Te-NEws.

_ “If the answer is Yes; then the second ques--

tion becomes: How much is i€ going to cost,

' and.what are the financing options?” _-. ~ ,

Wilson says those-are the qiiestions that

will be addressed on-‘Wednesday night. . ~~

“We've been goirig:door to door, asking

people if they would be willing to pay-an

additional property tax. up (o'amaximuin of:

‘$25 per year for a maximum-of 15 years, i in

* order to preserve this land.” he said.:

THE FOREST FLOOR of the: ‘Brown Property Is

“T would say. that 90 per cent of the peo-
ple whose. doors I’vé'knocKed:on approve of,

that option, but there are.other options too.”

“At Wednesday. 37230 pan. public’ ~
forum at the Qualici Beach:Civic Centre, .
the guest speaker will be Jim Craven, execu-
tive director of the: Municipal, Finance

AU 3 Who. will: be speaking on

ject of Community Bonds. : ‘
‘Thebonds represent a strategy whereby

the community could participate to purchase

the 15 acres ‘before the ‘option Funs out on.’

May 1. ; :



KWALIKUM SECONDARY STUDENT
preserving the remainin

SOME 500 INTERESTED RESIDENTS ATTEND PUBLIC MEETING -
bout 500 people filled the Qualicum Beach Civic

- Centre on Wednesday night in a passionate, animat-

ed debate over'the acquisition of 15 acres of the

Brown property for town-patk'land.

> A vocal contingent hit the inii¢rophone; objecting

to the deal on financial grounds, but a show of:hands at-the

end of the meeting revealed over-95 per cent of those ii.
attendance to be in favor of preserving the Jand. ;

And the same overwhelming: per- -

centage of the crowd raised their

hands in the affirmative when asked

whether they would be willing to

finance the purchase through an

increase in their individual property

tax up to a maximum of $25 per year

over a maximum of 15 years. -

As president of the Brown

Property Preservation Society, which

hosted the forum, Jack Wilson opened the meeting.

“T know this is a tough struggle for town council —

council is fiscally conservative, and I applaud that,” Wilson

told the audience. “But this is a one time only deal, and if.

we don’t do it the trees are gone.”

-Wilson pointed to the hazard of blowdown and other

environmental stresses to the 35. acres already preserved by.

the town if the additional 15 acres are not preserved. m ard

PUNE nie Tutt

_ Wilson read, “Besides the 300-plus year: old forest.that.cov-

"nity. could Participate to purchase the 15 acres before the:

- He then. quoted thie Harcombe Reports: an eviluation of
the Brown Property completed by the B.C, Conservation
Data:Centre in 1996. es

“The Brown. Property is ‘an ‘outstanding example of'a a
type. of landseape- ence.common on the coastal plain but:
now severely-altered:on the east Coast of Vancouver Island”

s

ers much of the property, ‘the property’s ecological: value is,

enhanced because of-its size.” :

-. Wilson. portrayed ‘the: park- as-a-
potential-attraction for the ‘growing

numbers ‘of ‘eco-tourists, ‘a’ reveriue-

raising -possibility which he says: has
been largely ignored i in the debate
“thus far, 2

The -guest speaker of the

By?

tor. of the Municipal::Financeé ‘ -

Authority of B. c., * spoke on the subject of Community &
Bonds. The bonds representa strategy whereby the ‘commu-.

option on thé land runs out on May 1. -

He. walked ‘the -aiidience through various comimiinity
bond scénarios, all‘of which: would include a $100, 000 grant
from Forest Renewal:B.C, .

3rd.

evening, Jim Craven, executive diree-.:.!

24 S80 See BROWN on page YAS



raven’ gaid a- bond -would “pay
higher rate of return: than a chequing or

‘ savings. account, arid: ‘the ‘community

would pay. very low interest. . ce

Opposition -to the . land. acquisition .
came from- the ‘floor :during the open

mike segment-of the evening, with virtu-

ally. ‘all opposed basing ‘their dissent on

financial grounds." .

“Let’s:be ‘satisfied with the 35’acres

we have,”. said Bert Reid, a retired

forester, “I would hazard a-puess that the

: real -cost to: the taxpayer. would be close.
' to $100 per year for many-years.” o

’ Denyse. Widdifield agrees the 15 acres

4s. beyond, - the: town’s fiscal reach and.”

“blames the preservation society. for wait-

ing too long to fundraise: “{don’t think.a *

| towi-this size can support an $800,000

“Joan in thé. next six weeks,” she ‘said.

“The Brown Property Preservation Soci-

+» @y has known about this for 11 months”:
“Bint more speakers at the microphone

were for: the. purchase. than’ against: “T

| have worked.as, a, gardener on the Mac-

| donald. property, adjacent to the Brown

» Property, for 20 years,’ said an emotional
® Fran’ Lacey.“ know those: woods very
j, well; and. I'can tell you that damage to

+ the interior forest. on the Macdonald

“> property from blowdown was very severe ~

| when they. logged it-for the subdivision -
. that’s ‘there’ now _—— We. lost so’ many

:

=

y

3

be,” she-said:

about this cr

tonight, and Ravensong ‘swi ,

and the trails and other parks in-town —

but it’s.this kindof :thing .that makes,

Qualicum Beach great place to

“Others opposed io the:purchiise cited
_w recent financial repott,by. town. trea:

-gurer John: Marsh:-The. report estimates

préserving the ‘15 acre parcel as undevel-*:

oped. park land would involve foregoing

-about:$100,000 in annual:propetty taxes

‘afford to buy 15 more. acres.

ourages the purchase.

‘or the town. It says that would translate
‘o-an impact for.the average residential ;

property in Qualicum Beach of an annual |

$25 to $35 in addition to the proposed |
~ .-$25-to-tepay borrowing costs.

i The teport was disputed by -Ron i

Buedhiert: “You've omitted. a number of - |

the real-costs of development to the tax-

payers in this report,” he said to: Marsh.

The loudest. applause of: the ‘night

“greeted world “fenowned. eco-forester

Merve Wilkinson’s impassioned plea. .

“You-liave a gem here — you have a

smalt version of what the'forests used (0 |:

“be like ‘up-and-down. this coast of Van-

couver Island — don’t Jouse it up,” said

“Wilkinson, waving a frond of.cedar. over

his head.- on a



Aypides Aysodoid umolg - “uo NOLLdO SHL HLM 1
o Sujuuns

ay} jo -Sa19e-GT-sululewios Buy“yoeog. aunoqend uy ajdey you B awoseq ‘sey
i uoysinboe oy.“ NANCY, WHELAN PHOTO

: ‘Property were preserved, it;wo
land:to the 35 actés of the Brown property: already ‘of all such protected lands.
presérved Has become a contentious social issue:; |» Wildlife biologist and e
‘for the: cifizens of Qualicum Beach and-beyoiid'—. ‘ saving the 15 acres:amount

“rife with politi ‘otion and fiscal concerns;’.:.. » . “It is a‘highly feasonab
al physical consequences for’: serious blowdown proble:

hould development go ~ | told Tae News. “Witness

que is the Brown Property; © served a postage stamp sizt

tance does the property havé in- » impact of wind is obvious]

jiétike? Si > 4 good buffer.” oe
ists; ecologists and naturalists * Buechert says some. of

nstitute:and the high.amgunt of development they sup- _ like the owls will move o1
: ue . such as you find in a mat

1 87 per cent of the Island’s population lives in this

tem, which:possesses oneiof the highest levels ofbio- species on the property w

ty in all-of Canada, by dint of its Mediterranean-style _ittle bird’ about the size of your th
e. 5 around his eyes — he woul
jefe on the east-coast, only 2.6 per cent of older forests Buechert also points. to the p

.» said Dawe, “And less than eight per cent of all the are called Culturally Modified Tree
from Sooke to Campbell’River have remained unmodi- bear adz- marks from whe e-hative people-cl

- : bark hundreds of years ago-to ¢ lec ftesin
rently 110:hectares of east coast lowlands are pro- canoes and general waterpl
, including camp sites and’public parks, so if the Brown - See BROWN on next:page.



ge effects: oF th
surfaces ‘of an adjacent

elopment — such as roo!

‘orester“and

ample of sus-

be-absolutely
e 35 youve

tually a giant water condi-

he told .THE New:

asphalt -— would kill the
fs

knee:bone.”. -

inson, ~ self...

séléctive “log: -

“AVAVID HAY PHOTO
” MERVE WILKINSON. ON the ti
: ‘You could be 100 miles from c:



‘tiow:say: thé: enviromental. and

social values of the property. are’

“too -great-to:pass-up. Ecologists:

and-biologists say-not saving: |,

“the 15-acres of forested, uplands. |:

|. amounts to the certain demise: |
of. the 35.acres of mature. forest |
a quired last:year.

b-s, = Those-against “the. pure ]
: “gay there: simply-is: not:theTM||
‘|< money to expedite it. Taxpayers:

cf inthe No camp don’t want to” |:

shoulder the: fiscal burden;

‘say would. addup to/a/maxis}

. ‘mum: of $25, per household for’ ae "

May. 1 option on

6s. passes, “in: accor-
“The” Brown - Property :

' floated the’ idea’ of’ financing °

pious napicipal “ponds, “the and: the property’s

t’ yéar;. all of those

society-:are - currently
- Ne e

extension through |

lost municipalre

they. say-would

foregone- development op

tunity

development does. not x equal
_tevenue,.. when: servicing: and

i operating. costs are figured in.
: They-cite the enhancement: ‘of

- Oceanside’ ‘S fourismi’ profile:as
- aclong-term, revenue: genera:

“tor. p

‘find it somewhe
» Reserve funds:

2 Th order ;.to borrow the
money, .town? ‘council .would

haye’.to-proeéed -with-counter

- petition... iotification._.under

“various

loan atithorization by- claws of

he. deal struck by-_

the Municipal Act,or organize

a public referendum. :

However,.both ‘scenarios

would exceed the option dead- *:

- Jing...

council . scouring. _ “reserve.
ie - funds: to. write” a: cheque: ‘for. -

$800, 000: tomotrow: looks
slight.

~ ““Technically, if thore were.
the will on council, the ‘town’

- Could just go ahead and. write

a cheque, and take ‘the politi
. cal consequences,””; - said -

Qualicum Beach fown: coun-
cillor,--Scott, Tanner. :“But 1

don’t think the. will is there."

Councillor.: Marlys Dia~

mond ‘says :she would. iiot

acquiesce to spending: money

o Continued from Fro at page

from .town reserves for the .

purchase..of ‘Brown: Proper

lands: ee
“Absolutely not--T'would *'

be very.-violently opposed .to- ;

~ such insanity,” she*said:"“No,

there'is not the will dn council

to. do. that. — -not from this

councillor anyway.”. |

For his part, negotiator Tan

LindSay- remains. ‘tight-lipped:

about the tenor of his discus-" ©

_ sions with-the Brown Property

Trust. «005. 5;

“As: it stands, the option -
does expire as of: May: 1, arid
“We are reviewing the situation

for-a.long. time,” said Lindsay.

“But-1.am ‘not prepared to

; negotiate through: ‘the néwspa-

pers... ,
Dianiond: says council will

‘fikely begin serious discussion

Of the issue.at Monday's town

meeting, when ‘Mayor, Teunis
Westbtoek i is: paces to have -



, The Brown decision is obvious

_ idents, then we must buy that. land.”

April t, 42000

kay, we did our job, As a newspaper, we

asked the tough questions, we interviewed

‘both sides, reported their responisés, covered

their meetings. News reporter David Hay’s

five part seriés explored many, many angles.

Andnow the Brown property-issuie is back in'your-hands. *

--Residents. of Qualicum Beach must decide if they want~

to buy that 15 acres of lind by the golf course or not.
You have heard the experts.say that 15 acres is-crucial

, to the long term integrity of the

other 35 acres: That the tall trees

could beginto topple because ‘of the‘ |
blowdown effect should the‘land-on:

« the park fringe be-cleared for houses."
Just look at Cathedral Grove if you.
need proof. -

-But you have also heard that a
housing development on those 15°

acres could bring in hundreds of

——————— thousands of dollars in taxes, and

various development cost charges for the town. Money :

sorely needed to fix roads, parks, recreation facilities etc.

It is a complexsituation.

Or is it?

Using the keep i it simple philosophy I say this:
If the integrity of the park we own is in jeopardy

because of blowdown, we must buy the 15 acres and pro-: = '

tect our investment.

If we build a whack of houses, collect hundreds of
thousands of dollars in DCCs, but lose the tall trees.on -

the other 35 acres, we will not be ahead. We will lose.

If there is in fact a way to purchase the land.and keep

the bill down to $15-$25 per year for 10 years for our:res~

a

When 500 people, mostly in favor of buying’ ‘that land; |
turn out to a meeting in a town this size, you know (and.
council knows) the people want that land. |

If we live in a democratic society, if Hé majority rules, att :
then we must buy that land.

Some $100,000 has been raised. Nowhere near r enough,
but clearly an obvious'sign to.us all that there is a strong -

will in this town to purchase that land. :

Council needs-to take this bull by the horns-now. -

-T hope the Browns find it in their hearts to grant an,;

extension on their deadline: They must realize that there ~~]
is much good will, but many bureaucratic: Speedbumps. .

If they do (and T believe they. will) then thet own, ds-in
our politicians, must make it happen. *

There is not a soul around that has told‘me’'they: would

not spend $15-$25 per year to save that land.)

I say council must show some leadership today and

serve the majority ‘of the people.

The Brown property — all ofit — must be saved.



and: Taw. V Jogs can.be exported’ directly. to offshore mills:in’
other countries. ‘Logging such as this. doés‘not pay for.

se schools'or health caré, as:no stumpage:is paid on-corpo-

property. (Frank: Homer:S“March 24 letier, “Is, it siesta tine » . rate-owned Jand-and no tax-revenues are: produced from: j
at Home Lake?” Tt has been siesta time since 1995, when value-added manufacturing.

2 To fill up general tevenue coffers, the provincial. govern-_

“mnént-is selling: our crown-land for real estate development

ing population, conservation for-our rare and-endangered ...
species and help: to promote:tourisi.in our crowded ‘ands

-overbooked provincial’parks. Within the Municipality-of |

Qualicum Beach recently, parcels: of forested crown: sland; *

> some adjacent to.a very popular well-used trail netted.Grove. ‘There

: tough to buy ther remaining portion . of the...
-Property, * Ope ty : os Sf

A untary: te) lat os :
pends:on its-members:and yolunteérs: to get. its work.”
fe. Mt. Horiier: compl

“Annette*Tanner _-

— and that could provide outdoor recreation for our:grow- :
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By Valerie Baker’ D
undraising efforts by the Brown Horner described ;

pest Preservation Society —_ lic meeting as “one sided
to raise Money to buy the :

remaining 15-acre option, Property _

were criticized by. "

resident Frank

‘-Faglécrest: itesideints “ Association
: president Larry: ‘Lewis asked council if.
_ the’ Brown property is going to be

2 FUnas.a ‘private. entity in: future, or if

Horner +. sat thé taxp ‘ if ; the: _ the “town will have.some say-in its * |

| Monday, y ; : ; ,
5

Qualicum, Beach I

council-meeting; : through inscamera rh

“There dog: cil. I’m in the camp whiclt
n't seem toh eg : ‘jnember on ‘the: comhmittée, J, fear it
been a very str Eo : . ire a ould: become. a skewed committee
effort in the ;

year. to raise

$900, 000, ” said Horn

provincial governméit
them out, but the government. d

n’t have any money.

“They shold’ be

to finaiice.a district playground,’why. 1
not approach companies like them, over responsibility for monitoring
or B.C. Hydro for.instarice. We-could® “activities tothe town.

have golden: arches over the two -* *- “Will they leave the town to
==—_—_—__"—

So much criticism

Where was 1?

Where were the rest of us to help the handful of Brown Property

Preservation Society people?

Let's work together for the sake of everything alive in this

Beautiful Forest!

Liese Lowe-Wylde

8, viped 2000 -



“By Valerie Bal eS;
The town’s Brown Propeity

” Management Committee -wants a

mandaté from. Qualicum Beach:‘coun-
cil, and:approval to call’ the already:

_ bought. portion of the property ith

Qualicum: Beach Nature Reserve.”

Committee chairperson < ris
Lee gave council a proposed: bylaw

Monday that would ‘gover

direct future tisé of the: property: Lee

says the bylaw is consistent: with‘a

restrictive covenant that. ensures

preservation ; ang enhancement

Since the- management commit

tee was struck following: the purchase: -

-and applications for events i
issue for Ww. ch bi

‘ A two

underway;, linking ast Crescé

Palm Drive and-GHester'Roa

anticipated
end: of

“3



shares: views on world gone ry, and urges residents to pay: attentionfor.awe-and inspira-.tion — providing, ofcourse, that you’re ©open to the ‘kind of:awe and inspiration pro-vided: ~*~ : oanJ was.open.An artist and.a photog-rapher, Robert Batemanand Courtney. Miltie, bothof them.good speakers, :showed and. spoke abouttheir respective art:with agood dash’of. Philosophy.thrown in.* AD, t 200. "News » gory: of:ai different species, calamity as seen on-TY.is.,: had Served-up- tasty ‘are’ fo - |. “homo, sapiens:teenager not the same thing.he~ the’bod, these gentlemien: : : 4-2 consumerensis." Manufac-. . insists; that-type of vio- . -passed out the hyac: ths: See ae turers of consumer’; oods, lence-engenders feelings offor our:souls. : no S:|-|\- and advertising ' ‘have ére-. pity and horror. while ran- |At Parksville’s Bayside, : - ; ated this creature, with the- « dom, “Rambo-style” vio- -Inn on the Brant'Festiyal’s..~ [°:} Fe : . _ help of TV and videos,and _ lence portrays, sadly, aSaturday morning, Mr. and? | : “because the creature is dif- - feeling of fun. ,Mrs. Bateman shared their . 1 4 :. ferent it requires different, In the end Batemanbreakfast table with three +b things. Therefore, a whole © encouraged people tosenior students, winners in’ ~~] .| - : ew snarket‘has been cre- restrain their tendencythe’Gala Gallery’of Art- ao ae atéd'to make:billions from. toward: ‘self indulgence andexhibit,.and some, of their "| |: -.thesé teenagers who: are titillation. by scandal. Heteachers... * an +... what he calls market-tar-.. “ quoted photographer AnselHimself a highschool : : cosy getse * Adams, saying, “Every ‘teacher for 20-years, Bate- ° : Not only the teenagers) . day, doa good deed for-theman talked with the: st are being targeted, though... . planet.”“: Little kids.are being We need to wake upconvinced: that they are. - to the state of-our| Sodium. ae ¢ North : “already-teemagersiin- <2 >his slides to the breakfast : need: of-this oF: 'ig audience. His last official. im destroying all things mat-:. ‘that brand - itage. “Paydiity was.to.p 2 Saral as well-as in deaden- “name, and.” Pee ion\ bursaries, :funded by local ing coming generations’... the 35-year- - he said,groups,’ to the-thrée win- knowledge;-understanding ~ : tds think” | 4... “or.pay| hing students, and encour- and appreciation of nature: . . they’ré’still : for it”.| -age them in their study of He found fault withthe ~ teenagers. / :bart, ; educational system for Along A . : :serg
One of Bateinan’s first erhphasizing'exotic,.“gene* ~~ with the:1 Slides-was of 4 picture-hé'd = splitting” science‘and °° =. worship of: --- : &"done for his: mother’s birth-.- Deglec' ing. to teach “natural.” consumer -.day when he. was 12<years- science”, 1.€.teaching chil- goods, Bate-,£ old.-From that starting, ¢°-- dreiito identify and know ... man said,..| point, he toved.through - the names of our native:.. comes the gele-., Subsequent paintings, car-. flora and fauna; to know _ bration of sextoons, and. photos. of pe aple.. and,love.the world around ... without love:and the i

b



Tax payer dollars are not the answer
I believe there are ample

woods areas in and around

QB for all to enjoy. The

Village has generously

responded to organized

requests for financial assis-

tance in the matter of the

first purchase of the Brown

property, but that is enough.

If there is a large portion of

the electorate holding views

that more money is

required, then let them raise

it privately, but I and many

others do not support any

further taxpayer assistance

in the current push for more

land acquisition,

A recent article in one of

the local papers indicated

Mayor Westbroek was lean-

ing towards finding a tax-

payer way to finance:a pur- i aca acm anena caiaatl
chase — Not typical of the”“PRESE! “Brown property’ im Beach has been a hot topic ‘
kind of leanings that typi- in recent weeks, with both strong support and strong opposition to the idea.

fied him in the previous cillor Rodway who IT their position known before _ projects pressed by orga-

council, and which got him ., expected would not favor this matter goes much fur- nized ecological advocates ~

elected in the last go the project financing does ther. who I suspect-are less écol-.

around. * not. Other council posi- The Village has enough ogy minded ‘than anti-devel-

Councillor Diamond was tions were not made known _ cost problems brought on opment minded. I can

said to be against more in the article. One hopes _ by Federal and Provincial understand that bias, but. no i

spending in this manner (I __ the article presented theif” ~ .funding cutbacks without a way of handling it. pe

didn’t expect that, but am views correctly, and: that the taking on expensive ‘and Neil Gilles
pleased with if), and coun- ‘other councillors will'make . unnecessary recreational 7 Amen Received via e-faait:

Editor, The Morning Sir
3 5 hi ie By sending a copy of this letter to your news ap

a cr es en oug _to encourage more people to show their support for-pi servatio
of the Brown Property. - :

To the mayor and council: of Qual :

. As the elected leaders. of Qualicum:
‘you to support; in" every-way, the purchase of ther

- ing 15:acres:of the Brown:Property.

Retaining the Brown property as a whole is all good and ©
well, but the down side on a yearly basis (besides higher

taxes) is: A. Cost for maintenanée and periodical vandal-

ism B. Cost for policing the area, because like Stanley Park

(as it’s compared to,) this also will come with its own 7

- undesirable elements. C. Cost for public washrooms to be In the past few years, .a great. effort was
installed and policed. So. who do you.think is-going to | toward the “beautification”, of a part of-our-to

- «pay for all this? -You. $25 a year? Forget that. More like + would be very “nice”. (perhaps: even:
$50 and likely forever. Have you ever known taxes to be serve this parcel of rich, natural, alive beauty.
cut back? This will go the same way as the Pool costs, Once this land is sold and the trees cut down, ‘therg-is

after the initial so called “one-time” tax no one thought | ' no reverse. But if we buy-it, coming gene ta tions Wi
about the upkeep costs (taxes) till later. Take notice peo- | ‘a choice. Iam not aware, through my-own'6b:
ple, BC is over 97 per cent green belt, we are surrounded of any housing shortage in Qualicum Beach. ;

by sea and forests, 35 acres is enough already. First things | -. -Please make a very thoughtful decision. abou what

first. I would think a hospital is a real priority. ! fiappens to'the last 15 acres of the irreplaceable:Brown
; Willemiena Hoey © property woe ee

March, ASHGO pe. Qualicum Beach. : Miexe Lowe- Wylde: ‘
Qualicum Beach :-



Subdi sions:vs. trees. = F 7
Editor, The Morning Sun:

AS a taxpayer I would like.to respond to. thé. Brown.
Property Preservation Society plea for more money from the;

taxpayers of Qualicum Beach. | benefit everyone
I have walked the 15 acre option larids on many occa- Ac]: d :

sions and though a nicely treed'site, 1 certainly don’t see it | as pat al
as the next Stanley Park: This property was ‘obviously logged

in. the past as was the test of Qualicum Beach,évident by

Oo

I recently walked through the Brown ;
the many stumps throughout this site and yes: theré are | Property and I was so impressed with its

some remaining old growth trees scattered throughout the ; natural beauty, T feel compelled to write y

property, but it is definitely not Cathe foye: i about it. ¢
: Its tall; vigorous ‘trees and park-! Tike’ 7From an economic point of view the society | has doné a

great job in preserving 30 acres of lovely park next to the 15

acres in question. The development of this fringe acreage

fronting on_Hemsworth Road, which is zoned reside |

d across trom existing Qualicum Woods Homes ; |
is one of the few properties still available for growth: in |

appearance make it a very favourable cor

parison to Cathedral Grove aid it’s tightiif Y

| the confines of Qualicum Beach. What'a

| | gem for the yéars ahead and a, worthwhile”
project for the town, not to mention’ its value

ti Beach: to tourism.
Qualicum Beac - Contributions’ from’ individuals are ‘fede

A fifty-lot subdivision woulagGampappioximatety eral tax deductible. If these fall: short,
$1,750, directly into town: taxes and local: business Qualicum Beach council would aot, I

“through fees and construction ‘of ‘services, etc: The subse-- believe;:let such-a valuable’ property fall -

quent constructton“of homes woutdpumpyanother, five to: through its‘hands. Property owners would.
seven million dollars into our:local economy, not:such.a.. ; end up paying for-it inthe: fot of raised

‘bad thing when you consider all the struggling busi id: property taxes.for which: there 4s-no ‘tay

" unemployed in our atea. And yes, tourists bring busi

but not to all those trying to survivein the how
: OF tof for work in construc

| spin-off. —

relig Buildings would. only: ‘benefit a de

opér arid to a legser extént the contract

construction ‘workers, on. atemporary.

A beautiful-natural park would bens

-evety, nan, woman, and child in the area’fé

cal generations ‘to come. * :

{ pei & oe “sim Lenihan
Let those who wish to volunit : Ni ews Navi 4000 < Qualicum Beach |

|, for the park: And I wish them good luck. fee L_—. Agee =
Ken SalmondYoun i 3p -_ Ken on

mn

[~ Pavid Hay’s presentation of interesting and diverse ‘headquarters was in Jakarta. ‘Jakarta inthe éauly, 50s,. 60,
‘ points of view regarding the Brown Property represent - and. perhaps a little later was home to many plantations,
: evetything from a singular: financial stance to wider rang-. . rubber, pepper, coffee; cocoa, too. ie

| ing-ascetic points of view. : Development for the same reasons-quoted in ‘David toed
Thave spent much of my life working in and around Hay’s essay began to gain momentum. Now every Friday. 4

‘ forésted areas of the world. Volunteering at this site has * afternoon, the Jakarta exodus begins. Nearly-alt are lool
, reopened my eyes. I had.forgotten how much people bené- — ing for that tiny patch of peace and:tranquillity that: was :

fit from the peace and tranquility of the. forest. Obviously. squandered. Far fetched? Demographics indicate 20-25 |

others have forgotten or ¢lsé they never knew. niillion people in the Georgian Basin by.2020-2030.

- Here is a roughly parallel situation from one of my My experience tells me.the Brown. Property is price-

1 experiences, - less. Res)

In the’ early 90s, I worked for the Indonesian Forest ab . ’ B. Furneaux
2A. . News « + Parksville- Service, courtesy of the Asian Development Bank. Our -



Send donations to.:. A small price to pay for futurwho would like the oppor--tunity to “vote,” as it were,with our pocket books tohelp with the acquisition ofthe rest of this magnificentpiece of land. f all the manywords (thank you)that have been writ-ten about the acquisition or- not of the Brown property, Ihave missed something like,“donations may be sent to:”J guess that consideringthe large amount to beraised they might. considerwiiat can be raised by small(or large) individual dona~tions to be not worth thetrouble. However, theremay be others, like myself, Ed. Note: Donations maybe sent to: The BrownProperty Preservation Soci-ety at the Walker & WilsonLaw Offices located at 707.Primrose Street, QualicumBeach, V9K 2K1.. VEWSMSsBy Valerie: ‘BakerWill the town . ofQualicum Beach lose rev-énues-as a result, of acquir-ing the 15-acre option por-tion of the Brown proper-ty? According to town staffit will.* A detailed financialreport. by town treasurerJohn Marsh came to coun-cil Monday in response toresidents’ enquiries.Property taxes collect-ed on the 15-acre portionlast year - which will notbe collected if the propertybecomes parkland - were$8,357. If the property isdeveloped as a 46-unit sub-division,-the -annual_prop-"erty taxes collected will be $100,761. In addition,$561,660 will be collectedin development costcharges to pay for.presentand future municipalinfrastructure works...If the property is pur-chased as parkland, therewill be additional traildevelopment and mainte-namice costs, but no figurewas given in the report.If the property isdeveloped into a. subdivi-sion, municipal servicessuch as water, sewel,garbage collection androadside maintenance arealready in place, thereforecosts would be muchlower, said Marsh.“This would likely Loulse Runnings. Qualicum Beach I made a small contribution to savethis property, and I hope many otherswill do the same. For most of civiliza-humans, one step backward for nature.It’s time to reverse this pattern and letpature win for a change.Some of your readers seem opposed“to this purchase because, as Neil Gille-spie put it (THe News, Mar. 28), it is-“an unnecessary recreational project.”This attitude that wild nature should besaved only if it has recreational benefitis wrong. It ‘should be saved for its own7

result in a very favourable _annual net-cash’ inflow. —tax revenue less expendi- tion, particularly the past 200 years,,the game has been one step forward'for,not taking a pro or constance on the issue._.. “The loss of these rev- sake, quite apart from’ human use; itshould be saved because it is a func-: ©tioning ecosystem whose life existedages before we came on the scene.The human animal, it appears, just‘cannot leave things alone, which is pre-cisely why we are currently in thisdilemma over the Brown Property..Weshould never allow ourselves to be heldhostage by government, business, thereal estate market, etc., who insist onlooking at everything, even natural her-itage, in terms of dollars. This is whywe now have a hideously-inflated“market price” on this land. So what do we do — give-up, givein to inevitable development? No, -wesave the place. I am totally in favor ofwhat the Preservation: Society hasdone,. and when another opportunitycomes to save a significant piece of: .nature from becoming a subdivision orshopping mall, I will contribute again.“We ‘are told that this would costeach taxpayer about $25 per year. This‘is really a small price to pay for a long-term benefit to our grandchildren whowill thank us for it some day.. Richard ArnoldNews 31,3, 2000 Received via emailand grants. .Mayor TeunisWestbroek argued that ©taxes are-not intended. asatures — to the.town,” hesaid.“T am not in any waytrying to paint a picture of ©trying to paint a picture“| am not ... enues [if the property isnot developed: into a sub-division]impacts the homeowner,”of whether the [Brown] propertyshould or should not be purcha: negatively.whether the [Brown] prop-erty should or should notbe purchased,” said Marsh,adding that the QualicumBeach and Eaglecrest resi-dents’ associations hadrequested the financialimplications of the townbuying the property, while wrote Marsh in his report.“Staff estimate the impactto the average residentialproperty is'in the $25 to$35 annual range. Thiswould be in addition tothe proposed $25 parceltax cost to repay borrow-ing expenses.” their support for purchas-ing the remainder of the .property.”The town has a_ $900,000 option price onthe remaining 15 acres,which.expizes on May 1.The Brown Property.Preservation Society isproposing the town pur-chase the propertythrough a MunicipalFinance Authority loan,.which would be repaidthrough a parcel tax toproperty owners of around$25 per year for 15 years,depending on the amountraised through donations _ "profit, but to provide ; ser:vices to the town, he said.“It’s interesting thatwe built a town hall whichhad no impact to the tax-payer, yet now we're concerned with lost taxes,”said Westbroek, :In.a three-page sub-mission to council and~staff on the pros and consof purchasing the property,resident Bert Reid ‘suggest-ed a “referendum is nowmandatory.”Council members willbe present at tonight'spublic meeting.
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A choice needs to be made _.
. S land valuable only if

it generates millions in

taxes for its commu-

nity? Should plants,

animals, and insects

be ‘demolished because they’-
re not on the tax roles. or

spending money? Are taxes

and the economy everything

in the greater scheme of -

things?

There are at least three

forested places in our dis-

trict being sacrificed or

about to’ be sacrificed in -

favor of the dollar. Trees are

disappearing thick and fast

néar Horne Lake, are being

staked out in Cathedral

Grove, and are within range

of developers’ guns in

Qualicum Beach. Of these

three, only. the 15 ‘acres of.

Brown property is within

our power fo preserve.

In the early days of North

America’s European settle-

ment, trees and forests and

animals were endless and

uncountable. They were in

| the way; they. were the
| enemy, and so they were

hacked at, pushed back, and

humans,

‘For hundreds of: years,

few people ever thought

the

t
i slaughtered to make way for

\
it abput the forests

dls coming (air end. It's*

|< (ue that it’s hard to see the

forests for the trees when.

you’re standing on the .

ground. With the age of air

travel, the continent’s grow:

ing bald spots became visi-

ble, Gradually, some people

tealized’ that, forests were

finite. Some of them even

began to understand that

without forests we’d be

without a lot of other things.

But haughty humans that

we are, we too often turn a

blind eye to the disappear-

ance of “natural” things in

our sphere. Our faith in the

human .techriology. that

- allows us to lead easy, com-
fortable. and: sheltered lives

“ owners

News 20:3, 2000

How do we:know

-that-we.all

couldn't afford,

say, $20.a year,

even for the rest of

‘our lives, to save

that: nlece of life?

tricks. us into beliévirig ‘that
the loss of a chunk of bush.

-here, sonie old growth there,”

and a few. bugs and. weeds,

cannot possibly affect out: °

well-being. What hubris! ~
Do you truly’ “see”. the

trees in those 15 acres as

you walk or ‘drive-by? Do. **

you feel the mystery, the

secrets, the solace «they

encompass? —_

What about the homes,

food and shelter they ‘pro-|

vide? (No, not for you, for.

the Creatures that call them |

home.)

Do. you think of the life
that‘surges there through all

the seasons?

Do you give any thought

‘tothe wonders’ that can be

found thére?. Wonders that

had: evolved,- been “tested,

arid found satisfactory:ages

before we came up with our

own “modern miracles”.”

But ‘a. 50-lot ‘subdivision

would be better on. that site,

would it? After the land was

cleared, the houses built, the

moved: in,» how

much and‘ for how long

would the predicted benefits

be felt in our community?-In

the long run, would al! the

storefronts be full, would

more people be speiding

more money -(locally),

would taxes go down?

Would Qualicum Beach
be a betier place to:fj

"Q.B-‘spécial —,but

right now?

.So far, it’s a community.

with. some heart left in it.

visions, arid:

We stil] have.

being chipped away at. .

That’s why 15 acres that

could be saved; should be.
- saved: --. *

Saved ‘for what? Saved’
for our:souls:‘Deep inievery._°

human: tied. ,t0..touc!

‘the “ eaith'and “the: ‘earth’s

wild things~ It’s a need'too

- often denied, to our: own

detriment.:Not everyone liv-

ing or-visiting in Qualicuin:

Beach ‘would ‘use, or even:

appreciate’ these 15. acrés,:

-but not everyorie uses: the

curling rink of the. skate-"
board bowl either. There aré.

many. who; cherish these:

woods and benefit: just by’:

‘knowing that: they are there,

Some cherish. them with:

their eyes, their ears, their-

touch, and their breath. Oth-

ers pay homage by learning

from the life in these 15-

acres.

These 15 acres are not:
just’ about “big, “old “trees.” ,

1,80 far, has not been, sac-,

-saificed’ to”p :

_ True, some of them are just

stumps but

giving, new | life to” -life

“around. the m. Look down.

en aaa
ing all is: téeming “animal.”
and insect and:bird life. Can’

be
i.

stumps fo

. imprinted. with ‘history: and

we ordain that-30. acres “is *

“Senough forall these? D

ag

The thing heré,i is s that it’s’,
rather imperative: ‘to ‘imake. a
the right: choice, If ‘we

decidé “that ‘the’ 15 acres ‘is,
“not, .that.- important, that. it:
coities too-déar, and we’ go:
ahead and cut: and build,

there’s“ no° changing” our’

ium, will see ~e that particular:
slice of nature again ‘ever.

. A certain Gerard: Manley

Hopkins once: entered his.
plea thus: : i

“What would the world
be, once bereft:

~ Of wet and wild:

them be left, "2" ee.

O let ‘them be feft, Wild-

ness and wet; °

Long live the weeds and:
- Wilderhess’ "yet":



q,

we ~ blackmailed |
The organizers of last Wednesday’ ‘8 meeting repaid

ing the acquisition of the remaining 15-acres of the

Brown Property should have made it-clear that if you

were not in favor of spending tax. dollars-to fund this”

} purchase, you.should stay home.

Tome, the igsue is a non-issué. During the’ fast

mounicipal election, the majority ofthe people we

‘elected to town council promised catégorically that they

would-not vote-to spend tax dollars to ‘acquire the bal-
ance of thée.Brown:Property. We' voted them in on that

“promise, not enough funds were raised by other means,
‘and therefore we cannot buy the réniaining 15-acres, :

” Twas amazed that very few of thé péople who

endorsed borrowing the money to fund the purchase,

acknowledged that we-used the monies. in-the park

. Teserve and that, we, the taxpayers. of Qualicum Beach,

made the acquisition of the first35-acres Possible.
, Thank you Qualicum Beach, . ~

. . I fésent that-some-people referred. to me as “‘a person

_with.a lack of vision and a. non-supporter of Qualicum: =|
Beach” because I disagree with their way of thinking

(one “gentlernan” even gave me the “finger” when I sat
_down). I stand proudly behind my community involve-
‘ment; J ama good citizen. © :

: ‘From where I'stand, I don’t think that the Brown
Property Preservation Society has made.a true effort to
raisé some-Serious money towards. the-purchase of the’

‘remainder of ‘the Brown Property. I, for one, ‘have never

‘been asked directly for a donation, -yétBob and [are *-

perennial community supporters. Were the schools, ©,
community groups. asked to be involved and spearhead
some fund raising? Has anyone considered sélling“a
tree” for $100 or more, a trail for $10,000 (do. we care ’
if the trail is called John’s trail or the Brown property**

trail?)? Have we looked into pledges to be addéd'to

on every
ivisions

Scien sating to put-subd DNCS

pre

“control runoffation: Society. have an option — out the short-sightedniess. of conttiti 1-of ‘the’ trees already exyt g We.ca to keep’‘to purchase: This. option. runs out’, vide habitat for animalsMay 1,2000, other living c: do. ev:
at

ley Park ‘has -had for the city of. ntown core for.easy walking“ $
Sours w. wo.

g “BI ‘3 & aes

ae ne ee

feES £3.85
water bills or credit'cards? Have we considered “ “usage: Bh = Bj , me) 8 a,
petmits” —- I would pay-$25 (Honor System) to us 8: 8 a s: gages
‘trails! Have we investigated this being a regional pat 2 og 5 B gg oe
with regional sponsorship? If it.is to be developed: if 4 YB 5 s = @

‘an eco-tourism destination, have the. tourism operate Tore wa es
“Bog Blo Sus ¥ 2

gen approached for donations? T think that the soc g ans aa g 2
jays thought that they could shame council and the z a 8 ae 5 a’

ixpayers fo ante-up tax dollars and J feel we are beig meee: g FF = ee
lackmailed into a purchase.- & S: a S33
In closing; let me stress that I support the purchas

of the kemainder of the Brown Property but riot und :
‘hese ¢ nditions! Sorry!! ~ q

Denyse Wi difield. !of” thine Received via e-mail |



“/

Take out Take Ten and save a-few tre

ine fo ' purchase” the 5 10a sitio: rtining portion’ of the Brown ifs To Gt 5 y thé “spoké'aproperty is being:nego jated’ small €gnimunity,” . Craven ‘prope tion “We:wo vt need DCCs ifwith the owners’of the property, "remarked, before outlining the .the Town of Qualicum: Beach.Preservation Society...“The decision: to seek anextension is thé result of lastweek’s public meeting at thecivic ceritre, which was hostedby society: president- Jack -Wilson. An estimated. 450 peo-“ple packed the hall, most ofthem in support of purchasing -the 15-acre:option property.Wilson. outlined the poten:tial eco-tourism ‘benefits. of pur- App ause was given.chasing ‘tlie property, and, the’ = : nable logger!threat of blowdown of some of.’ - : ; ve. Wilkinson ofthe old growth trees from expo-._ =~ “a : : “Wildwood Forest, insure if the property is developed: Cedar, who, said: “Youinto a subdivision. Have. a:gem here ... dori’t* “We live in-a democracy, jousé it up.” ~and I believe many of the citi- ; At the end-of thezens of Qualicum Beach want'to © options for financing | i meeting, a°’sttaw vote indicatedpreserve it, and want the town ‘chase. through \ com overwhelming support for theto be involved in financing to ..bonds, including a Forést” town purchasing the property.make this happen,” he said. . Renewal BC grant of $1,000 and, . .. Thirty-six people signed up for':
i

a “Qualicum Beach such:agreat Place | to. be,” she’!id.

featuNew

Guest speaker Jim Craven, a low rate of interest. for. the. : community bonds at ‘a.mini- moexecutive director of the? community. “— {menéy to buy the prop rty dur- ~: mum of $1,000 each, and :a¢fur- ww)Municipal Finance Authority of - While a steady stream 1 of ing the election campaign. ther six have signed up ‘sinceBC, congratulated the audience residents supporting the pur- the meeting. - : :&

Sorry Jeff. Bad judgment: poor deci-
sion. ‘The last thing we need in a commu- nis

ering talking heads hold the reins of po

travesty of democracy? (Not that we

any hope.of change while these:self-

in it. Why. not give us a series-on the
options available as an alternative to-

we get enough of this

partisan, political poison as a regu- -

“Take 10 Snappy. Ques-

Jar diet from the broader spectrum of

And this is to be a regular feature,

=oale]arsBe a.Ss

B< 3B82, &

SA St.BES iYour readers could offer a wealth. of a

- native topics.

ipuerile, fa

licum Beach

and reduce’the size-of your paper-by_.one
Better still, ;why.not save a few trees

page?”ders. For.example,-we...:

w-that,our. pel
interest-to your rea

all kag

media?‘news’ 7
There are many other subjects of greater.

sewer which contaminates all who dabble

«



Al dojaasp 07 11q ay] ye Surdwoys9q P[nom JoyIJeW BuIsNOY sty) UTJedojeaap & AY Japuom pynomJ pue Yorog umorfengd) UT so]JUBORA GE Oe JOY} Jey) PaslApe

useq 8A,J ‘SIOUINI are SI19U‘Aue oye 9194) JI MOUY },UOp |; 2972389 [ea oud Joaoatd BY} 32 395 07 Iq 84}3e Sujdwoys aq Aew ounsiodojoaap Aue spaemo}apnyqye ynok s| JeUM
=

PUY ‘ON{A JoxIeW Ie} ueY) ssoyIO} UMO} SY] 0} BSINOD Jj03 ay)Sulpas ur AWUNUIUIOD sty) IOJ JOT 8U108 ‘Op J SUIYJOWOS JOU $11 ‘So-UOY 3q OL ‘dorAJes AYLUTUNWIOD UIPoAJOAUI Buy}93 ysnf au Jo pnoidayinb Yury) [ pue earoddnsAyouraryxa usaq sey afta ATAT.“STY} 0} PalOASp aq 0} sey]
aU} Yon os asneoaq sonoeidMey AU UT Jap B1q e nd $3]

“SUI

-yoour Ajatoos e s,arayy Aepsiny],‘ao1oUIOD «jo sequey> oy)ye Buryeods uzj yyBIU Aepsoupany,
‘frounos Jos aay Aepuoy ‘Ayo-doid ay] uo smoj 3uIpm3 wosyoeq 308 isnf { souejsul Joy“TE oVUTsinoy Aueur ‘Aueur ind aa,j ‘Aep
-AoA9 Snooy UTBUI AUT SI]E8sI] SSOUISNG UNOA pue

‘ay owoYy snok payeeugjedweo siy} sey MoH
“s[leqop jeroueuy ou)

Surmeydxo ur tnydjoy useq seyJepnonsed uy ysiepy uyor ‘yRIsUMO], " JOABUT BuO SB a[OI OY,
- Ul puoulRIg sApepy $,o13y 1,“uoTsua}x9ue 198 0) 3uIAN) Mou s,ay pur‘uondo pue aseyoind yentur ou

payeno8eu ay “Ajo1008 orp) pueyoveg wmoryen? jo umoy, ou] Jo
FTeyaq wo ATrurey umorg oy) yrJoJeTNOZoU sy} se Buyoe 10j]ee1[e00[ @ 8,9H “Aespury uey

$210} BSINOS JO ‘TIA.4e}euw sly} ul suakejd

Key eu} Jo wos oweN“Aysedod yey] uo yusurdopsaopqsurese ysnf o1,044 “JOU ATaINJOsqeOL, 044 ‘SyustdopsAop Sutsnoy

ysureSe st Ayor0s ay) Jey) IO‘Z judy ‘Aepuns uo BOD, af Aq pasod suonsan?e)
‘AJaID0S UONeAJaSadd

Ayadoig UMOJG ay} JO JUBpIsaid ‘UOS|IAA 4DEl SAL YAM SIYL‘suoljsanb Q| Jo salas e AuNnODpue adulAoid ‘AWUNWLUOD JNO JO SIayYeLUSMAU a} ASE BM ‘SaNss! du}UO sealge siapeas ino daa} 0] pausisap aunyeay Jejndai mau e U AV eal 494-UWIBYS ISULIO] B PsspUl ‘IsquroulBOIBUIUOD JO JoquieyD & st2H “IL6T 90uls apg sty “UOsTIaBULOS[Y 0} POLWEW ST oH‘gof s juoptseid[RISIOAOIUOI-J9A9 JY] Je stun)

uaye] savy JouUR], WO9G pueeT sryQ ‘dogsrg Trg ‘ey way}SOUIg ‘jUaprseld ysIIy $,AJa1008

9y] suredeq WOODS pur ‘sof presOY puke PSATOAUT 193 0} payuRA2Y JF S1OqyZreu suros Aq paysesem 2Y 9661 JO Sutids oy) uy

«UI 0} BSUIS OU opeUL IT AyIO-doid umoig oy) dopeaap 0} yesod-oid oy] Jo preay J uay yng,,*JSI[PJUSWIUOITAUS UL JTOSAU Japs-U09 :A]JBOI 1,UOP J, "WOSTIA shes

.STY) AIOJaq SonssT ;eJUSUIUOITAUSUT PSA[OAUT UWeaq JASU 9A,],,‘sradojaaop Sutsnoy wory AVI0

-doid A[rurey uMOIg 9] Jo sor0eST Surureures ayy oars 0} Aole-Iedsep Surdy dnoid e ‘Ayo190¢uoTearosaig Ayadorg uMolg

ayy Jo Juoptsaid osye st oF“MET 932)S9 [BOI pue [eTOIOUI“W109 YIM ATJSOUL JTeOp sey oy6861 Ul S10y SurAoUI sous

“yowag UIMoTTeNd UT I9AMETPlo-reak-¢¢ & ST WOSTIAA Yor



Te “EN? MGA ‘Yoeag Waljend‘JBOSS. BSOstUidd -JOL 12 payed}S80Us0 “MB"] USI. 7B JOYIEM OU} 7e= Aalsog, UONPAIBSOld:Ayjedosg uMolg ay/ 10) Juas- aq’ Aeu-Suoneuog , parasaad 0} jueApue ysvoq wNdTTENY):ur Ade8gq Toy3Jo osuss & cary Koy)yey} sastjeq | ng7 2. | ‘Mouy nox .+ “WWaUuraAOAut suMOL, 7 | *SIYy JOayl Jo Aissoosu ayy soonpar [e'ul sesz Ajiwey“OST? I pue — sdeJ)‘oI0ur umolgSARS 0} POSN 2q. [TIM POATaoos 94} UO | )suoneuog ‘Uoos if op pynoys s}ysnoy}~ key) uoreuop 2 Suryeu uo sutu "MOA,-ueyd ore sjdood 37 yet) uo Ayer},uwo am pue oUl[peop | Aeey} JO uotsua}xd‘ue saey 1,tOp2M NUS SIATO-oUI Je SuNsoUr-WMOJ JeUY-JO: ssadons ay Joasneoeq usaR[dut0s.2q 3,uK99M Jey} ezI[ear 0} afdoad-Juem Aypeor J Ing“a1qe yonu se Suiasas-eid ‘spremoy:03IDM Jeyy “‘proyyeued N04 paoy

no uoneuopTOAgLYM SyRUL

J ‘euop aq ued sity sopis[le Uo TJM poo’ s,aray)Fyeqy Yury} J ‘sIoquIaUl [19-uN0d 9eyi.J9R)-U09 SUTAIOS

-aid yomSay Yury noxot) UO FEM

‘noge Sune)O70 Tey yey

998 pur Ino OH 280108 ST 7eY}BuUAeS 0} Sudyod-dns snof pue nox
ePuej 724}

a1e 9S019 MOH ealesaid = jay‘Ayadod Ie] 0} Aepo, op ‘-nonied yeyj Jo Juowdoyaaop oy)Sunusasid jo asodind eos ayyIoj pozluesio useq sey AyotoosB uaym Ayperoodsa ‘purl yeu} quopfsal eseseae qoy} ued yeyM‘rayjoue 01 190foid aud WOT 5 2 atop oa AY]; “EUR -“WO MOWY 1,Uop"‘a1qIssod se jsar0y .ATqeuopui0s-op AIOA.S.11 UIY) [ pure 10)1po- *Poaes 9q UBD soroR 9U} 0} sIaVe]~ §] argue oy) ‘Aronur a1 ‘yzed-W09-STY} UT deg 3A,3M oun ynogeyen yoddns Jo moys- spueuy pueoy) YIM pue poyues3 “ sloqusteuSI UOISU}XO UB JI YUTY) InOA:]]2} °JI ‘Avedoid © S$ nos Butars. purus 1,Uop [nq‘uouneuop']jeuis & s,o19}] ¢2,ue9*-ING.000'OT$. SIZ, OF 2A,~ Kes kSq] “OWIOOUT JUaUTAIISI-UO 2 eat sad mrtg WaAd JO,oATL Key Inq op. omM-reymM jroddns_Oya or9y-Ino e[doad Jo Joy-[NyMe“Ue BABY BAA “OUNT} STU), pareuopoaey oydoad I0UL ysnoypy uaAo“OUI ISI Oy) pey om. suoneuopaBIEl QUI pey 1,acey.ing ‘ajep 0}000‘00TS Soule poster aa,any‘aIGIssod sé Aouowl yonux se aster0) padoy skemqe poy ‘urese918 8M PIO Wot} pue (saroeSE [entur. oy) Ang 01) KauourJO} poyse pue no suo’ ysnf p,m ~Yl] Pourses IJ ‘][SM se smyeryyemjeu B JO.pury Sem JIL,“fepo) ore 3m aray -Pue. syJojjo Ino posndoojor am Azen“UB f UL pue potted yey) 13940 Ua9q °QAR P]Ndd II se pasnooj se aInb1,Usem AjOID08 oy) ATPoTUIp W“pon Aout ‘Jeu Jodo} uo pur (Jauuel O99 pue 907SLY) [rouNdo Jo} wer sAtjnooxaINO Jo siaquisul OM} ‘os[Ty‘aoeyd ur 9q pynomjem Tounos Meu sq] Jo esnvoaquoTde]9 3}. 0) Jord (uoneNstcUIWUIpe) UMOL sy} yitM Bury AueSSTIOSTP p[nod-am Joo} 1,UpPIp aaJSTY.Y “(OqUISAOK] UL) UOTISeTA -Jedrorunur oy fq pajoayye Apeois.OIOM OAs ‘SSOUITE] UT ‘TOM
“19s

_Pley Sty} 0} UMOP. BWOD pjnom ySuoye je Mouy Nod Aes Aoyy easa usjedwes sz 308 0}Suo] os Suiem Aipagayye © |10j «Ajajoos «= ey} Jolead ase ajdoed swog“yt Wooly SuryAue usesJOARU pure ‘OUOU Jo-prwsy oavy.](uontsoddo paziueZso Jor sv)
pseu

: ‘yoaford ia

» AOAN BST STU YUTYY. OM. ING “OTTJ9YI UE sJOJoq s1dyeUL [eyUSUT-WOIIAUS UT P9ATOAUT taeq JeAouSaRy oymM *paror Apsour ‘ayq] Joyyem AIsAe UOT] SUSZNIO poured --u09 Jo pesodutoa Ajjenjoe $3,‘ “sis][eIUSWIUOMTAUS SuTs-3ni 9eq] Jo pag Joy e SIT wy- 480198* Wied sy pue Ajalo0g uopeAsasardAyiedolg) =uMOlg - aU}yhnoge eyew ejdoed. uoj-<dwinssé yoouoouy uow.:“woo }SOUF ey} S,jeYM:“GorejuoIuOS Yonuryaur7, UeARY [ “II JsuTeTe st — sorOJUTPOISSA B BABY OYM SIO}[BAI OUTOSaqdeut Joy }daoxa — Apoqon“Op 02 Surdy aM JeYM aIVId’-asdde ajdoag, ‘ar0y onsst sepndod‘AtQA ‘AIOA B GARY OM YULIN [+ @IB}-0$ 3NO puR}s ey}spuawow Asn Ajasiea-u0d. 10 Buryonoy Auealy} ory gusjedweo-oyyod e@ ueeq fy Sey*yzed oy} oars6} SuzAy ut sn ya0ddns yuo rad06 Aes p,] ‘oop 07 Joop Butopsues Aayy Kem

Auv ur'sn yzoddns 6) jue ysoyy“poulpoyMsoao ysnf or, hoy) pueSARS OF SUIAT 01,0M Jey ‘lou884M 998 pue Jno euON ayd-oag ‘yJed oy] ojuT Ino s[doad us103 0A,9M a0uIs Ajferoadsq “0d-dns Jo [eop year’ & pey aa,oM€80198 ST Sujujyewo yey}so eseyoind ey} pujyaqyoreg winoyend jo sjuap“$802 94} yes pue Az} 0}useq YH SEY }NI1Nj]P MOH



Q)

Editor, The Morning Sun:. © ~. «12st. “2000
Please note, this letter was ‘delivered to the town halt-in

liulicum today. .

Councillors,

“My appreciation for nature’ and concern; for the natu:
l-environment began as a child when -exploring, the

ds:of my. grandparents. property,

oppose —
npiece lacking in accuracy, facts
aper has a right

Horner; Bro
: community -ne

‘to hold collecti
| affairs. Whi its ‘ting must be «

impartial, editorial comment is fair

game for these opinions — pro-

vided that these comments are fully accu-

rate and reflect facts. In your editorial:“The

Brown decision is obvious.” THe NEWS,-

April 4, you fail on both counts.

Facts, like statistics to’some extent,

- depend on their

source. Last year we

Teceived opposing

views as to the value ji

“and condition of the J

Brown trees — both

by “experts.” This

year the “‘spin” is

blowdowns to justify

buying the addi-

tional tract. But

other knowledgeabl

people do not agree,

I wonder why the -

danger is higher for

35 acres than for 50 S

acres, especially ace “without cori (tation,
when the prevailing = have had'd
winds are from the : 10,000. of
west and the 15 acre” RRaaaeewes town's reserye
lot lies to leeward of : ‘the purchase of the
the 35 — not “by . secon first 35 acres (by. the |
the golf coutse.” .. THE BROWN PROPERTY sue simmers. ‘previous council: of

The public meet- .. Which-thrée members.
ing (closer to 400 people if you exclude sit in the. new). For the additional purchase’:
non-residents and those too young to yote) - and subsequent ongoing costs:we must ~~ j
did not show that “the people want the have: a vote: |
land.” It needs all 4,000-plus voters to Tagree with you “if the majority rules,.
prove or disprove that, five elected officials -then we must buy that land,” “council: /
or 10.per cent of the electorate do not make ~ needs to:take this bull by the homs now, |
a democratic majority. “Council must’ show some ‘leadership

Accuracy should be easier to “achieve: today.” Right on. - Give the taxpayers « a u
Fund-raising by the society has beén singu- “voice: 4
larly unproductive; a few sizable donations: And sir,.I could also. introduce you’ to
from local people but little or no corporate- many. citizens who would not: spend $15-
or government response. You need more $25.(plus?) per year to save that land. -.-_
than bake’ sales to raise a couple of million News : iy aT 7000 -F. H. Homer: ;

dollars. When does “how much?” become

rown trees.pricele

finding 4-nest of

43



{| and I guess I’m the one to provide it.”

L

” Friday evening. Lindsay was charged ‘with

at
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until August 15:to purchase 15 acres of

‘forested upland on.the Brown Property.

Ian Lindsay, negotiator for the.town -

and the Brown Property yeoment and
Society, received. the final agreement. and

signature from the Brown Trust:early

- the assignment of securing ap-extensio

“After. three readings in council; the by-—
law would go to Victoria for approval, then®-
there would be a 30 day opportunity for
counter. petitioning, and I would think we

would be-able to hold a referendum in June.”

Westbroek says the town will hold.public
meetings to debate the issues involved.

“We're not really making the decision,
we'll take it to the citizens of Qualicum

Beach,” he said.

At least one town councillor remains
clear on his stand that taxpayers money
shouldn’t be used to. purchase the 15 acrés.
Scott Rodway, whose was clear in his elec-
tion campaign last November that he would

| Oppose the purchase, said both sides of the

issue need to be taken to the public.

“There has to be some balance providéd

In the referendum, if the residents say the

“UMO} OYJ JOU pur ‘UOTSTSep
JY) UL JO}SEF. [OU dy) Ueeq oAeY P[NOYs JOLNsTp JeuotZar Oy) Jey] SAct[sq ATZuos | ‘UoNTPpe Ul ‘wMpuaiajar & no|. -WyA eseyomd-oy) Joy pareys seq savy 10U Pinoys NO0'S9r$

The town of Qualicum Beach ‘now has _-

jeuodue Joy diyspaey, B-9q 100
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referendum to take place, so;that.
the citizens of Qu ticum B ch can decide

rock, mayor -of ‘Qualicum :
as very happy to-hear the

purchase is what they want, “then Tgue

- buy it," Rodway added. — ;
Méanwhile, Jack Wilson, president of the

Brown Property Preseryation Society, + Says
the ‘Projected costs to tax payers ‘of repaying
a civic loan‘ are falling, due to an‘influx of
contributions and potential subscriptions to
municipal bonds.

“We now have well ‘over’ $100, 000 in

:paguajjeyo AparaAes

“Sureq ore sousoout mo. yer ‘hq: 08 sreok se -SeaioUL. SUTULODEq ST: I1/pue ‘ouroour poxip-e
tions are. concluded * to clear: the”

-Westbroek said,

Tea] -APSur

partes ze. yoeag: umorend)-ur siokedxey Jo Ajui6feur ayy, °
“That would get

give staff a chanee

donations, ..in . addition. to more than’. :
$100,000 in potential subscriptions for
municipal bonds,” said Wilson, “That would .
qualify us for a matching loan‘of $100,000
from the Forest Renewal B.C. fund, as well
as a provincial grant of $100,000.”

Wilson’ says ‘the. upshot. for Qualicum
Beach taxpayers is.a. Significant reduction in
the burden they would carry for acquisition .
of the property, since the town would have to
botrow. less money.
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‘The question. now. ‘is -"
‘which services-could be'tut.

already: made ©
; include: $23, 900; from ¢ £om-

Cuts

| wh will include a presefita-
| tion:from the:town and ‘ap
lic question. peri

begin’ at 7 pm.at thy
tre néxt- Monday. -.

"Qualicum: Beach Property. _
j ‘ owners face. either. an increase.

‘tion and $30,000: from public
works. As:well, both the parks.
land: ‘Planning budgets. have

budget —
“Staff fear this'may not be -

“enough,” said-Marsh:.“Last

year we budgeted $10,000;:but - .

sperit $40,000.on the lanidfill i

Closure costs.” .

: A. council. ‘decision. to. !
postpone” thé’ “Laburnitim |

tingroad project‘until next

year willsave* the ‘town <
$900,000 in bortowed funding

“this year. <> 2°

“Balancing this budget “y
has been: the-most difficult”

“ Tve had to-deal with int
five’ ‘years here,” ‘Said Mail
_“We’ ve. haven't: reduced ser-

a

QB budget focus oft
BY: ‘ADRIENNE MERCER

" NEWS’ REPORTER . a,

“* A public meeting at the Civic Cen-

tre-April’ 17. will. allow: Qualicum

Besch residents input into the town’s
‘ ‘budget and five-year plan. The meet-

inig will be.at 7 p.m., with the regular
‘ cOuncil ‘nieeting to follow.

Financial. administrator John

. Marsh’ expressed surprise at'the deci-

© gion’to-book the Civic Centre.

“7 ‘wasn’t anticipating such a big

turnout,” he said.

... UMayor’ Teunis Westbroek replied,

‘ 14 ‘would, imagine there’ll be a large

. amount of interest.”

‘: Changes to the. Municipal Act
réquire the town to have a public

| theeting before council can accept its

; financial statements.

[* Councillors ‘moved to receive the
l

1 tenet

statements at the March ' 6 regular _

oomeeting.

Marsh indicated both the Qualicum
Beach Residénts’ Association and the ©

Eaglecrest Residents’ Associatisn’ ;
have shown -“keen- interest”

town’s finances. - -

“Walking councillors and ‘the publ:
through the budget and financial plan;

he said “we have’ continued putting:

previous budget values in just to’get it:

on.the table ... the problem with, mak-

~ ing any changes is that there will: bé

more changes to come [after the meet-

ing,]”
He said landfill < closure costs esti-

mated at $20,000. have been increased

to $110,000 “and'-we’ré concerned it

won’t be enough.”

Marsh also said $910,000 is set

aside for the purchase of thé final 15
acres of the Brown Property, but spec-

ified that doesn’t mean the town has

committed to purchase it.

inthe.

He explained that last 3 year; ‘the:
town said it would. support the Brown *
Property.:Preservation Society “in. its '

fund-raising efforts: The money. set

“aside is there:so-if enough donations

the property acquisition, and later off-:

tions.

tions," said Marsh. *

He closed his comments about-the

: finances‘ by. saying, “Staff. is getting

“geome through, the. town can facilitate’

‘Set .the expenditure. with the dona-,

“It's'all to be funded tBkowgi dona-

concerned -that.. our, expectations)..."

[are]’ exceeding cash levels?” and
adding he’ll be interested to see what .:
‘areas people identify as places to’ cut’ -

at the upcoming public meeting.

~“We “have -not had. -the taxation

increasé to offset-thé cost of our:busi-

_ Tess going up,” he said. Td

.. “We may have to. raise our taxes-or

lower our ur expectations.”



«Are these
The summer of 1996 — what.a’: -

summer, After a busy year of study, I

decided to spend the summer with
my grandfather, Bill Brown, in 7

Qualicum Beach: After three months

of fresh air, captivating views and

endless outdoor adventures, I.

retursied to university life in the busy
city of Montreal. But, I did not go

alone;
My new-found spirit, encouraged

by the “giants” of Cathedral Grove,

‘the bald eagles that fly above and the

whispering surf, came with me. My

directions. The “world” as 1 kndw'

“began. I felt myself filled with wor

der, beauty, peace and love. The ‘life
of 'the'forest-spoke tome. =’ |

We need to remember that we

should be adapting ourselves to.our

environment, not expecting our énvi-
’ ‘ronment to-adapt to us. The trees.are

our.ancestots, our life force.

If we keep asking the questions

“Do we save the trees?” we. will: one

day be: asking “Will the trees ‘save’.

Tus?”

pelled 1 me, 5 through my: final two years
of-study-and now, here Tam: Lam

home: -

T experience my physical and spir-
itual connection to this land: on a

daily basis; The tide, the rain, ‘the

‘birds, the trees serve as constant »

reminders of where we all come
from. . ‘

~ Recently I toured the local Brown
Property and. fell in love again. I

planted mi feet firmly and-reached

out to touch the bark of an ancient-
tree. The “world”. a8 -most.of us know

memories, ini waitin and imagen pro. jh stopped; no cars; voices, lights, oF yews te os

‘Cham nt pport
behind Brown property
By ADRIENNE MERCER its members to: know “every-
News REPORTER. 4.4,2000| thing. they could know”

about the issue, “so th

Qualicum Beach Cham- could come ‘to an. inforthed: -
ber of Commerce members{ a
yoted unanimously Wednes-

day to endorse the ‘acquisi-|

tion of the. final 15 acres of! "aggre = wT uae . :

the Brown Property. ‘ ‘ ; r eo: Leqery aa

“Twas. pleased to see the : A ; f! :

motion: was unanimous,”

said Brown Property Preser-' . {

vation Society .president ,

4g Withahie ‘Trimble -

fate 000M. . .

1 demaining portion «of the” madke'a ‘tax: deductible
Jack Wilson, who spoke’ at.

the Chamber meeting, just

prior to the motion.

“It’s important to get an

endorsement’ from the busi-|
ness community, it shows

the “depth of support in

Qualicum Beach for saving

all of the option property.”

Chamber president Bar-

rie McWha.said the Cham-

ber took responsibility for
preservation

Qualicum”: Beach’

Following”

a presenta-

tion by

society presi-

dent Jack

Wilson,

around 130

chamber of

commerce

members voted unani-

mously in favour.of pur--

chasing the property.

involved.

Meanwhile, as negotia-

tions continue for ati
extension to the May 1

deadline to purchase the

rely on ‘receiving
an extension that

would allow the

town to become

financially

‘property, ‘Wilson is urging ©

: business commuitity-sap=
ported. the acquisition of +

_-the remaining: 1S-acre por.

. tion ‘of’ the

‘Brown :prop-

certy-dast week.” .°!

speople not to become com- !

placent.

“We cannot rely on:
receiving -an

- extension that

cannot would aliow the-

said. “Any |

donations

received will, be |

used to preserve ;|
“more trees for '”

town. to become |

fimancially-

involved,” :he.

donation: as soon: as: possi:

ble;”:he said. a :

‘Public support to pure ‘
° chase the remaining. pore ;

tion of the Brown property

was shown at the recent

public-meeting: whén. the

province: outlined. options. ;

for. financing the: purchase. ;

with. community bonds, :

including, a $100,000 |

| Forest Renewal B.C. grant. 7

“oe {This.is an issuie proad-
ér-than’ just: Gialicum

park, and ‘deria#4: Beach — the. park would;

tions also.

yeduce the amount that is

required from the town.

“From thesociety’s |

perspective, it is imperative

that those:'who have.not

already done: so. who- wish

_to save the 15-acte forest

benefit the: whole district ”
said Wilson:

. The’ park is now open!
to. the public seven .days a

week, with guided tours on
Sundays between 1, and 3,

pm. Tax: deductible-dona-,

tions can be'madé-at.the

Walker and Wilson wl
Offices on Primrose Str
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Referendum abso
There are several things that need ~

to be clearly appreciated by the tax-

paying public about the Brown Prop-

erty issue — the 15 and the 35 acres

— before it is concluded: ;

1. The three pillars of responsible

community: economic, social, envi-

ronment. Consider all three ade-

quately.in the vision and planning of a

sound community. :

2. Financial: What is the total true

economic cost going to be to the tax-

payer if this venture proceeds, as

some plan, to put us back to the sound

financial status we enjoyed before the

full pay out time period (years).

3. Relevant Questionnaire: I sub-

mitted to Mayor and Council. an

extended ‘questionnaire of straightfor-

ward, legitimate, factual questions re

above, at the, March 20:1neéting- All:

of. these questions need. publicizing

and answering, even though the Town

has been commendable in.answering

some. .
4, Alternative Option: J am person-

ally. not in favor of a-50 or 46 housing

subdivision on this-15 acres 1°

believe this would create’an unaccept-
able ‘moonscape’ approach. Frorix the

start of this invéstment. A responsible, g outset, I have been in favor of consid-
administration must include the $83,¢%, ering a “Smart Community/Smairt. -

000 already paid, and the lost interest

and lost opportunity costs over 15

years. To this add the equivalent dollar

figures for the amount of debt financ-

‘ing being proposed ($800,000?) and

its

(1):

again the lost opportunity costs. And

consider the critical issues we have -

had or will have to forfeit, as we now

have no reserves. Also the develop- .

ment, operation, maintenance, and lia-

bility:¢osts must be factored in. We

ow the ‘total true costs’ for the

~ him forhis April4

v

‘homes Jeaving considerable green’

» “ve had past-occasion t6:gbject to the contents of |
> Jeff Vircoe’s Viewpoint. columns, but [now applaud _

w§ on what must be done. 4

regarding protection of the Brown property. _ i

sm His use of the word “must” at least 10 times in the

article was applicable in this case-and not overused.-I can’t

help resenting: however, the use of the word “need” when I

hear of some of the locals’ views regarding spending tax |

dollars on things like roads, buildings and other structures _

that we really don’t “need” and/or, can be built anytime,

The timing of our last chance to save the Brown-property

requires that it must be done now, and it’s gratifying to see :

Growth” concept of, say, 25 chister

space for buffers, resident’s amenitics,-

character trees, wildlife habitats,::

restricting access to a minimum of

narrow winding roads, etc. J do not

buy the argument that the runoff

drainage or the blowdown problem

cannot be solved with some applied

ingenuity. Qualicum has. the’ opportu

nity to.design and devéloy Hodder inTM

this-respect and there dr ies

that reasons to do so are slowly becoming more apparent to :

so many more of us_all the time.

My personal “light bulb” regarding the importance of
the énvironment to mankind’s continued existence didn’t

get turned fully on until I reached retirement age and '

returned to Qualicum Beach after an 18 year absence, hav- ,

ing lived and worked here in the early 70s when I appreci-

ated and benefited from the local environment, but also

took it for granted and lazily left it to those in control to do

the right thing. I'll agree with people who have moved here

in recent rears that we’re lucky to be living in such beauti-

ful surroundings, but I also tell-them that they should have

seen the true beauty we had here 20 years ago, and proba-

bly, the 20 years before. I hesitate to envision what it will

be like in another 20 years if we don’t:place additional

value and protection on the environment that sustains us

and our descendants. There are times that I feel.a sense of-
guilt and even shame for my generation which in general

has benefited-in so many ways over. those previous while

turning a blind eye to the environment which provides so’. -:

~ much:to us and'to which our generation has probably |

caused the most harm. The light bulb is slowly turning on !

- But as long as we

more apparent and

chance.

News ff:

., this ‘magnitude without,each and every:

guide:us. Té.claim- we are;
stop. growth-is absurd —

real. world. Ensure that we:

_ position fo control. and manage it

'. 5. The Decision; Proponents for:a:

reserve/park admit this is-a tough

‘decision, but go on to.say it is “a once

in-a lifetime opportunity’’-and there:

aré benefits which one cannot put a”.

dollar sign on (with which I agree

but try. and convince a.Qualicum °;

Beach heart, stroke or spinal.cord”

-injury victim of. this.) T believe Taint

correct-in.stating that this was said for

the first 35 acres. Also we must-not be. *

stampeded into making a decision of

fact before the public — and they are

not there yet. .

“There has been 12 months to get-

these details before-the public. And-it

is not‘only a Town council decision,

but a decision for the other.3,000 tax-

payers that were not-at the Wednesday

March-22 meeting. ~ ~* cea

In my opinion,.a referendumiis:-\-2°>

absolutely necessary. =~ crea
Bee eae ~ E,.$.(Bert) Reid: :

Qualicum Beach...

for more people every day and there is still some time left
to save things that power beyond mankind has supplied, for

_ Our existence, that even our smartest scientists and-biolo--
"gists freely admit not full understanding; except agreeing .
that we are destroying it which will eventually ‘destroy us.

consider the almighty’ buck and sélfish
“needs” to be priority above those things which we. “must”
fix, it may not be possible. I wonder what things of real
value our descendants, if they’re able to-survive, will Teally:
have to thank us, or. blame us. for. Some-of us miay still
consider saving the Brown property a small, useless ‘and
expensive thing right now, but it can. never be replaced

© once gone, with its true priceless value becoming even

appreciable over time. . i
You're right Jeff, it must be done, and now is. the last

‘Doug Taylor :
Qualicum Beach

2000



2achool is tobe: built, in fact, I understandie, funding is already in. place. Los
he-6tily access-to. the school is past” the”i i front of our home and the'same.for-people-on’ ~_ Garrett beyond us and it also affects. all of «,: Canyon Crescent.”

We: had a-vote tocincorporate the property: onLaburnum:Road last-year so:the.town.could get:: mionéy from: Development Cost Charge. :> (DGE’s): for road construction:This-vote.was forced on the town, at a highcost,.and passed overwhelmingly, a year ago.Thave-a-.DCC project list dated April 22 of' Jast year provided by the town showing a“pposed..b

lea

‘dents vote. in. favour.ofi the purchase: ira June:

dum

Propetty was :oe: rest ofthe: Brown,

‘Borrowing. money. so. the town of Qualicum: Beact
can. buy. th

- Rodway first challenged. the.wording of a

which would authorize the town to. borro:

oun,. Scott Rodway at Monday’s council meeting...

> $900,000 from: the: Municipal -Binarice Auth

ie: asked ‘that. the wording “it is deemed desirable’
expedient t6.purchase [the property]” be chang

According to Rodway, “it is neither desirable or exped

:; itis detrimental to'the town’s finances.”

Rodway disagreed with those who say turning

unpreserved. 15 acres into’a residential :subdivision

leadto. blowdow. rtiOn-0:ml ofthe already piitchased' pot
S

Brown. ptope

-tourism ; arguThe councillor also criticized the eco
_ Ment.

aidéco-tourism argument

La father’ goto “Cathied.to visit an-old-growthi forest,

-Gtové.”

$2,919,000 mostly for Labumum Road andCanyon Crescent area a where a new middle extension of the Rupert Ring Road...“The April 3,-financial fas for.Qualicum.
Finiilly, Rodway questioned estimates that the avetag

Where has all the. money pore from the pro-isional.2000° budget for roads? 7 : ;“Is. it possible ' ‘we aré using DCC money and.“other sources to fund the:-Brown property, ~vinstéad:of  looking after residents who are in:_ ~dire-need-of relief from’the disruption this-isgoing to cause - = shameful. ‘Tf -we are in the -
uld pay $25 ‘per.year move in taxes if the town antaxpayer wou! a payer, are faced with the additional financial“trying to restore our: neighbérhoods.This 'is going to-ruin;a beautiful area’ oft takén ‘the time required, out of‘the happy retirement that I should be-enjoying,to petition all of the neighbarstional.action is certainly required. costs of

fringe area, then we should pay fringe-area ;. taxes. Do we need to-buy more property. we’:~-can’t afford and thereby. 1 reduce. our tax rey~enue?

townsI haven— News Het: 2000 ifinances ‘the buy.

5 criticisms, | |Coun. Scott Tatinetcountered Radway
saying the cost: will'likely. be between. $18-ahd $20 ‘/p

yeat. He said donations curreritly total 20: p

purchase price:
nit of the!eLCe:

J

The wording of thé:bylaw was amhietided to-read “it 18
needed to purchase ’[the property|”. and first reading was

given.-Despite the change, .co! r‘Rodwa'

«Ibis. unfortunate that schools are placed “ih”: awherever the school board. wishes: without any_conéern for the taxpayer, and then ‘we the tax-y opposed it. ~ but some addi-» Qualicum Beach’
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Some points to ponder |
Editor, The Morning Sun:

- Points to ponder regarding the Brown property issue. .
How does five per cent of the Qualicum population :

as segiéty members, at $10 each, indicate. | groundswell o} I

: supple for this cause? Ss. ~ wedlinns 1 a
Po hy. shoyld taxpayers fund, for the society, a’ fred

efitre for a partisan interest group, while'a volunteer

ealtli group raising funds for the sick and elderly, have to’ tens.closely to ‘the’ pteservation. litany. These.
p twice)? Coynril’s. 1 Sse dl 7 OW woreda of Apr, 3 was ot: dictable tactics; atid Fw

~ Why is it at such a public wueeting (Mar. ‘22) those}
of us who have a reasoned, opposing point of view;-appar-

ently not politically correct, get.the physical or verbal _fin- i lost of us did not raise a finger:against!the
ger’ without censure from the chair? “84 Rowe Kia : lage-backed attempt to.save much of the-land a* How come the proponents for.a park (we already” "tage project, and iff fact favoured it.
have 12 per cent) now extol the virtues and beauties of ." .- However, we feel'a.bit ‘used’ when the second.phase,
Qualicum Beach, for which previous administrations were opens with. the preservers. telling -us‘the ‘fir phase:-w
largely responsible. A short time ago, it appeared from ;_ - blow down if'thesecond. phase-isn't acquired:

; This isa very, clever. adaptation
doing -wi ‘ong a! convinced votels to. opt for | i _ tagtic.change? a ie a Aes — ay wt At is untonsicionable for. those who have

¢ How many taxpayers are Pleo to pay a $50! to" expéct it to: be finaticed by those who: do not share.
OQ:increase in yearly ta’ €s i i : i_,dream. weed SagWe would also be quite sure “that the number We Tea

on. the cost of Pieservation — of $25. per average house:jon for the next 15 years’ — are grossly understated. ©
+, Butit is.

‘by the villages tt : ces) andthe pr
ihat’s: ‘about as
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By ADRIENNE MERCER

| NewS REPORTER: :

Evety time a toilet

more tax dollars go swirling

- .down the pipe.

' Explaining a $33,000

hike in sewer costs at a pub-

_ lic meeting on finances

Monday, financial adminis- °

trator John Marsh pointed

‘ out residents pay to use the

_ French Creek sewage treat-
ment plant “based. on

metered flow. :

It was one of the lighter

moments at the ~ well-

attended meeting, where:

close to 100 people gath-

ered to provide the town’s.

staff and elected representa-

tives input into its 2000

budget and five-year plan.

Marsh began with an

| overview ‘of the current

financial situation, empha-

‘ sizing while the town has

. | not made significant cuts to

services yet, that may. soon

be more a necessity than an

‘ option.

“We are going to have to
Start ‘increasing taxes or

talking about some serious

-reduction of services ...

we're getting into a situa-

tion where it’s getting more

difficult to balance our bud-

oe _ ALO » THE NEWS WEE WEEKENDER, April 21 2000

OBI budget foreshadows cuDemands'on Se and services means something will have t6

flushes in Qualicum Beach, * |

John Marsh
...faise the taxes or

reduce the services

get,” he said.

Marsh . said. Qualicum

Beach is looking at a tax

hike of 2.11, per: cent this’

year, with general/munici-

pal revenues showing the

most significant incréase:

In’ 1999, general rev-

enues' were:.at $3,227, 000, .

while in 2000; -they are pro-:

jected at $3,337,000. The

increase is mostly. because:

the town received. its. final
installment of ‘a provincial

government. grant for com-

munity policing last year, .

and: this. year, has to. make

up the money needed itself.

“We're, getting 110

more: frém=yout6 ay: for:
the services we provide,” he

explained, adding _ the

increase. is mainly provin-

cial, and “taxes have been’

for the most part constant in
the past five years.”

The biggest hike. in the
town’s operating expendi-

tures comes under.thé envi-

ronmental line item -——

$110,000 budgeted for. clo-
sure and monitoring‘of the’

Qualicum Beach landfill

site, which increases envi-

ronmental expenditures. to .

$748,000 from $627,000

" reserve funds ovér the past

Delast year.e 2 Las

three: years, and now there

is . little..of it left, He

explained ‘while. there are

still reserve funds in’ water

and «sewer, . “water and

sewer reserves. can only bé

g
ment impacts and 7.72-per

cent due to. new construc-
tion. ;

Under the 2000 budget,
gross property taxes will:go

up 2.23-per cent’over last -

year, and_show an 18 per’

cent increase since 1995 —

though Marsh. pointed out

there has been .12 per cent

inflation over this period.

Many of the 80 residents

in the audience suggested a.
humber of ‘ways forTMthe.

we x a dealitig: with limited
“money. .there’s really | only

two options, increasing

~.taxes .or cutting back: ser-

. Vices,”

iccountant Lotar Mau-.

said. certified’ -gen-

tion. can always ‘operate

more efficiently, and. chal-

lenged ‘the town to. try. to.

operate for five per cent less

this- year — a suggestion. -

that drew a hearty applause:

Marsh agreed, and: said

he feels efficiency i is always
a given, and the town has.a

responsibility to consider

efficien¢y- on an ongoing

basis.

. Brian ‘Peckford,
Qualicum Beach resident

and former Newfoundland -

said an organiza- |.

would like to’ see. the road
built ...

omgeseeecogns

for 3..

made, and. leadership
about making and defe

intentioned, the: ‘importi nt:
question ‘Should: always b
“can ‘we afford it?” :

Former“. mayor | |
Skipsey _ agreed; telling.

; council “you have to look

the Small things:to‘savevon

the big things. :
“If we’te. looking:any=

-where [to save. money] t's:

look ‘at general govern t:
and ‘see if: we-can, get: that

“Mayor Teunis Wes
said there are. i

build. up: development ‘cos
charges: and. wait to ‘se
the." government... offé 8:

municipal | infrastructure
grants 'that could help off:

the cost of construction.

“It is a. priority, “we:

but not. this “year,”
Westbroek said.
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hain dragging the towi down-to '

drown in a sea'of debt.

i
al

|
{

'

|isition is only the’ first step-of :
essing or an albatross:on the ‘town’s!

.c

ars. :

; Not:

exam

8 as
nte-
ature

“heavily

as

vagtie sug...
the town buying, develop-.
(at taxpayers” expense, :

biy or not.t

like and ‘not :

to

y the fullest possible

‘ociety gives the orders ah

we have: ‘only’

a little finance: from indétet

“The mayor has stated that council: has been
~ focused” on the acquisition of the final 15 acres.

, the debate
piece of the Brown property is :

any contentious issues of recent ye;

draising.”

ure-a vote based“on knowledge

Nothing less is accéptable. o
EH. Horner

,

pposing points of view can exist within.
‘council itself,’so if is incumbent upon:theri to ensure the!

aI
icum, Beach,

ua

“just maybe

Also, give us a business.plan that assures’ us. that its.

Months have been wasted during which the future !

future management will ‘be, Sotind;: business.

Not good. enough! Give us ‘as full‘an accountiii:
possible of purchase, development and future mai
nance costs: to mhake this property into a first ‘class

As things stand. tight riow,

park.

gestions that really amount.to

Unfortunately, acqui

Qualicum Beach

‘what could be'a ‘bl
shoulders.

‘These str

ined, discussed and given a business.plan ‘for public Scrtiti

‘administration. of the property ‘should Have been’

ny.

buy’ the temaii

sive.as any o}

upcoming tefetendum is. supported ’b

information: t

ing and maintaining the patk

course) while the. preservation :s

maybe,

and unassured future fun
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By ADRIENNE MERCER
NEWS REPORTER. -

the issue — but the purchase can-only

| happen if residents approve it.

. “T’m not trying to promote the pur-
} chase .... that’s up to you citizens to

decide,” ‘said financial advisor John

Marsh while introducing the issue, last

; Monday.
{ _ The original motion brought.before
| council “estimated. the borrowing
' amount at $900,000, and listed that fig-
{ ure as “the maximum amount of debt

: intended to be created” by the bylaw.

‘ Coun... Scott:: Tanner moved~ the

| -amount'be reduced to $800,000, as the
Brown Property Preservation’ Society

has already raised $120,000 toward the

purchase of the option property. The

' motion carried, though Coun. Anton
I

‘ i
,

{
i

Kruyt pointed out the option value of
the property is still $900,000.

Coun. Scott Rodway, who opposes

the purchase of the final: 15 acres,

moved to change wording. in. the

| motion stating “whereas it is deemed
- desirable and expedient to purchase”

yoeag wWNdT[TenhH Tew sissof ‘saan, Ayedord umorg ayy.
JO. 910A dT} JOLJ UT st al] YY sm suIOJUT sIyT ‘sBuNasu .‘dnoi8 ysazayut jejads e pue puey jo jazzed auo jsn/ -orgnd:.pue pounos-0} woyng SIIL IIE;JOU ‘SUaZTHO S}I Jo [Je dalas pure YSvag wmoIen Te Jo ares dYP} 0} payers alam ay} ey) YOeag wNdTTeNH Jo [UND » pue ioAeUL dy}. papurUal [Te aM own. st Ww sdeysagGOOCH AY

The*bylaw is necessary in order for’
) the town.to proceed to-referendim. on -

” option “property is not2purchas
“key argument of those in favor of buy-

MOU’ TDUNGS-UO aatoa ,SIeAddxe} PEBUEpIsa

“he p pa- Council a so, replacing the. word:
ing’: “with. Rodway’s © suggestion;

“whereas: the town needs to borrow to ~~he ‘said. . “
purcliase.”.

6

desirable nor
expedient to purchase

— Scott Ropway— : :

Qualicum Beach coundillor-who:

veheniently opposes ‘using tax dollars to
purchase 15 acres of. Brown, property

“L-think. it-is neither desirable: nor

expedient to purchase,” Rodway ‘said.
He explained while hé_ believes it is: -
necessary to go to referendum on the
issue, both sides néed: to bee Tepre- ..

sented,

Rodway went on to question ‘the -
tisk of blowdown. occtirring 6n:the’35
acres. “the: ‘town currently” oy “the:

ing the final 15 acres. °
He also challenged those. who say.

the “property will bring ecotourism to.
the area. Pointing out there is nowhere
to park tour buses alongside the prop- .

erty, he said were he an-ecotouiist, he

forest like Cathedral Grove.
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lot of things haven’t ‘by
would rather go, to “a real old-growth © we _wanted to ‘wait ‘un

4Se] a} Taa0 sasearul xe} SUIBUIIG ‘Tead-STY} aseaDUF XE} = | yuao Jed-¢7°z B yseaT.Ie_UIIM peoey are stededxeyz'se ay 2 2

- = believe, the purchase
-ance of the property:is:dét

“the town. and ‘tothe tow

ho: live. outside of. “Qualicum
Bea is

Before council voted le motion,
: Coun. Marlys Diamorid- clarified: this
~merely facilitates the referendum: and
does not: indicate’ endorsémient:” .

The motion carried’ with nly Rod-

- way .in opposition. The to -pro-

ceed to a referendum,” scheduled ‘for

sometime in June. ;

**Marsh’ ‘told: Tae NEWws’ ‘Thirsday
$7,500 is budgeted for the'réferendumn,

‘but “actual “cost depends’ on pow" ‘the
‘town proceeds.

“Tt. will: cost: between $5, 000 and
$7, 500, depending. of things: like

“Shailouts and postage,” he said:

: Marsh’ said sending an:information

package: to évery: taxpayéer*- as some |
residents shave requested’ =‘ could cost

$155 postage’alone. *-
“We:just announced on’ “Monday w we

-are going to a referendum,” he-said: “A
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: rémaining 15:acres‘of the

Brown property, should be

purchased'by. the town by-

means of thie Preservation:

-Society’s-idea to repay’.

through:a parcel tax, not to

exceed $25-péer year for 15

years.or-a:similar idea.

This is a once in a'life- -

time for Qualicum Beach, |

and would be ‘the envy of.)

It is my feeling that the

the Island.

Private funds are
(2)
IS,

“bond issues). That.is alot of money!

. ‘about a few old trees; itis
about a special forest com=

. life, birdlife; and a‘stream

with trout and‘salmon,

beautiful town.
* Do you. not think this -

cnity?

_ phe argument that it

& bree hundred eighty-one: thousand,
one hundred nine. dollats!'Thatis

~ how much interest Qualicum Beach
taxpayers will have to pay if the - 7

Town. were: to. borrow $700,000

over 15 years. at six per cent iiterest with: <i

one paymient-each year (usilal-practice for

This is assuming ‘thatthe $100,000: grant: :

from Forest. Renewal BC would:still be ~

available; but the way this agency i8 in the
news these days, I have my doubt ... there-

fore if we had to borrow $800,000 using

the same scenario, we would have to pay

$435,553 in interest! . .

Are we, asa community of.a little over.
4,000 taxpayers, willing to commit to that

kind of debt? Council is discussing bor-

rowing almost 10 per.cent of our annual

budget.to purchase apark, can’ we afford”

this? I think not!

- | know that the: Brown Property 'Preser-
vation Society is quoted as saying that

“almost $100,000 in bonds have’ been pro-

” scribed locally” but bonds are just a way. of :

borrowing funds and we still have to repay,

whether the bonds are purchased by a local *

resident or a German investor, we, as tax-

* payers still have to'repay the principal and

” plete: with:plant life, animal

smack in the middle of aece

: waigue situation would'only -
‘add to‘ our island comimu-

would-be Better financially ©
to sub-divide the property, =

is false. I have lived in

Qualicum Beach since

1958,: and have not seén my -

~ taxes-decrease’ ‘because of

expansion. ~

Our only reitiaining
.. community park, is being

‘chiseled away-every year,. _

- and. we.as citizens of © :

Qualicum: Beach should not"
. muss ‘this chance to pur-

in Qualicui

‘which are

chase thie: femainder of
Brown property, to bé?

enjoyed by everyone fo

years (occome: =<,

"It has also been. said
we have endugh treed

in Beach, most of. j

privately owned,

: and ‘because of the popular-

interest! ‘ meas 4
T fail to-understand why we ate even

discussing a referendum. Councillors Dia- |

‘mmiond, Rodway and Tanner.al! promised
(during the election campaign) 'that no tax

moriey would be spent towards ‘the:pur-. -!

chase of the remainder of thé Brown prop-

“etty, a referendum will be paid for by tax- :
“payers, ergo, we do not spend funds for a
referendum!

As for Mayor Westbroek, he chided- the :
* previous council for. their ‘ ‘irresponsible

, handling: of tax dollars”: and he is‘endors-
ing such a huge debt load and refusing to- 7

discuss the cost of upkeep! :

Come on Teunis,. what happened‘ to your
election promise of “no'tax inctease”, you .

forgot already! It’s.only:, béen five months TM :;
since your election;-your memory lapse

frightens me!! j
In closing, lét:me remind everyone that

| I endorse the purchase of:the rémainder ‘15
.acres with private donations and I-hope

that the Society is actively looking; for -

ways to raise the funds because I-belicve '
that Qualicum Beach taxpayers will not:

__ allow Council to borrow the funds.
yse. Widdifleld

N.S, 2K4,2000 Received is
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‘Beach is, doing

town. land. (located

to.the town for

By Valerie ap t M, ‘$, bade CC
% A provincial land swap — in lieu of.a grant to purchasé the. 15-acte Brown‘;
Property — has been suggested by Qualicani: ‘Beach coun,

Tt. is critical, jthat the-governmient knows what Quali
chsitive eco-system,” he told the Morning Sun. we,
Brown help from the government to-purchase the remaining
own. property, Tanner is suggesti

within the recently: ‘in€orporated western area) could: b
; future development. This: would -offset the cost of: “pure asing: thé: ‘Brown

: Propeérty.~ subject to the June’ referendum.

we wan

“They [the government] have Sold off around: $900, 000 of Crown; dana
around Qualicum Beach‘in

grounds.in the past: °

tive eco-systems left,.and-the Brown property: has bi

al government as.an dlder-forest i in conjunction with.atipa

“The government should contribute with options.¢
Beach with'borrowing the money te

ernment’s-assistancein Purchasi i

‘Tanner ‘put the suggestion to environmer

McGregor. McGregor Seemed enthused with the idea, Tanner said:
Mayor Teunis: Westbroék® agréed with: Tanner's -Prop@sal;. and said Hit

would help the provincial government in'its goal to, have.12.

the past,”

zone.

mil ster : Joan Sawicky. recent-.
mister. Kathy

said Tanner. “There: are not many sensi- :

nid tified by the feder-

-assist: Qualicum I
chase the property, "he . suggested.

Tanner referred to other. Crown farid Mransfers,. to. municipalities on
Quadra ‘Island and Neck Point in the-Departute Bay; Tea, as well-as the -BOV-

arksyille: ‘pina d. the” Craig: ‘Bay burial '

By ADR NE MERCER
(News PORTER 2 2000
i The date i is set.
“--On-Juné.17, Qualicum Beach: taxpayers
"will decide; through referendum, whether

° of:fot'to preserve the final 15 acres of the

' Brown property.

“As the day draws closer, says. Mayor
Teunis Westbrock, the town is making it a

priority ‘to: provide ‘detailed ‘information to.
‘taxpayers about the financial impact of -

~ saving the-property, available for the: pur-

- chase ‘price of $900,000 until the August

15 option. deadline.
own; Property Preservation

~ down to. be. sent. out with tax

taxpayers make decision on Brown property on June VA
eed:to lend’

‘ar = at ana sizable: portion of:
expense to:propert

cost-of the: purchas of. that park, and T’d
rather paint:a gloomy picture than’ a‘rosy: . : .

. decision ‘to. buy- the" 15: actes] «will have: a“one,” said ‘Westbroek..' : \

explained ’ ‘the decision-the. tow!

the 15 acresiis.”..-. °

He said: when. originally asked tocom-'

ment: on: the impact ‘of the purchase in
nent cost peer ‘he.

be’a clear:d

f second phase.”

taxpayers :to- make is “what the. impact of. es

The financial: breakdown Marsh. is :
preparing. will-elarify..that, figure encom-

- -passed_ both .Jast year’ s'35-acre. purchase

and the final, 15: acre: ‘currently | in ques-
tion. ae

“I don’t -w. ant: the taxpayer: to think a

$25. to. $35: impact; ” he said. “There ‘has. to

~- According to Mars!
$35 figure works out.to al

: between the 35 acres and the final: 15.

fe) uae the cnuinbers, the ‘first!

advise Qualicum Beach homeowners
of significant, Jong-term expenditures

‘the town is looking at — such as

| Laburnum Road, a new fire hall and
ieonnéction-of a new. water system. decision. ¥

vating aan other costs
in the futuré,”:'Marsh -.-at.”

“Other: fiictors: ay influence. their
é. want -to alert the. tax-

: payer. that :
icant expenses they could, be looking

‘The town is also gathering “ecolog- :
ical information to-include- with the.

financial breakdown‘



“served to prevent blowdown

final 15 acres

blowdown has

a key point on

the discussion.

f experts argue

ss must be pre-

on the 35 acres saved last

year, others say it isn’t nec-

essary.

According to Annette

Tanner, mid-Island chair of

the Western Canada Wilder-

ness Committee, because of

the direction of the wind,

the trees that will receive

the impact —and are at the

greatest risk for blowdown

— are the ones around the

creek in the already-pur-

chased 35 acres.

“The Brown property

parallels Cathedral Grove,”

she said. “It’s the same kind

of wind-tunnel situation.”

At the April 17 council

meeting, Coun. Scott’ Rod-

way, who campaigned on

the stance that the town

should not buy the final 15

‘ acres, told council and the

public he doesn’t believe
blowdown is a factor.

“T just don’t think it’s

going to have that much of

an impact on the 35 acres as

it exists,” Rodway told THe

News. He added driving

down Hemsworth and

observing the area where a

portion of the 15 acres was

logged 10 years ago shows

no sign of .blowdown.

Pointing out the Brown

Property. Preservation Soci-

ety has raised upwards of

$100,000 toward the
$900,000 purchase price of

the. 15 acres, he said “If

they have $110,000 ... that’s

approximately one-quarter

of the 15 acres, and they

havea blowdown strip

THE QUESTION WHETHER

ae

blowdown would be a fac-
tor for the Brown property is becoming key argument.

already.

“Don’t old-growth

forests have blowdown any-

way? They do!”

Fran Lacey spent 20

years as gardener and care-

taker for the property adja-

cent to the 15 acres. She

says logging near

Hemsworth and Palm Drive

10 years ago caused blow-

down on the property where

she worked.

“I witnessed it and I

remember it clearly,” she

said. “I could show you the

stumps.”

Lacey said 18 large trees

blew down after the logging

took the wind buffer.

Which side of the
debate do you fall on?

“It was pretty. devastat-

ing,” she said. “It was clear

by which way the trees

‘blew down what had caused

it ... the same situation is set

up now, and I have certainty

[if the 15 acres is logged]

the same thing would hap-

pen.” .

Retired forester Bert

Reid says if development is

handled properly, blow-

down won't be a factor.

“IT feel — using a trite

expression — it’s

overblown,” he said. “There

shouldn’t be a problem. [A

developer] shouldn’t clear

that whole 15 acres anyway

«if you put a buffer in,

there shouldn’t be a prob-
lem.”

Reid thinks the 15 acres

should be. developed using

the “smart communities”

format, to “save a lot. of

“green: space and have a bit”

of both worlds.”

But Jack Wilson, presi-

dent of the Brown Property

Preservation Society,
doubts that will happen.

“We're talking about

clear cutting here,” he said.

“If [the 15 acres] all gets

cut down for a 46-lot subdi-

vision, there won’t be a tree

left standing.”

Registered professional

forester Ed Hughes says

while he hasn’t assessed the

blowdown risk on the 35

acres, “anyone who cuts a-

straight line harvesting

boundary increases the risk-

of blowdown, because

forests don’t grow that

way.”

He said the only way to

definitely determine the

tisk of blowdown is to walk

the 35 acres and assess each

tree individually, “a one-

day job for somebody who

knows what they’re doing.” |
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Chamber yet to formalize |

Preservation about c com
am writing this in tesponse

to the recent’ outbreak of

negativity that has been

aimed towards the:people.,

and the effort of trying to

save the Brown.Property. Forest.

I am a younger member of our

community. I moved.to Qualicum

Beach because I was attracted by its

natural beauty, its cleanliness, and its

wonderful sense of spirit. It is here

that I am going to raise my. family.

Throughout the past few months, I _

have been actively involved within

the Brown Property Preservation

Society. We have.been described as

a handful of people with a dream. ~

Indeed, this is the truth. But let itbe | -

known: our dream is not in the least a ;

selfish endeavor, contrived to rip the

hard earned cash out of community.

pockets:

Our dream is for the entire com-_

munity. Our dream is for the future.
Our dream is for life-and its sustain- THERE IS A great. hea
ability on this planet. tumed into murky channels of poison. e E ‘

Our dream is daily being shredded The very air-we'need to survive is the animals, ;., and; ine ably, « ou
by the nightmare of truth: Forests are —_ being stolen from us ‘by our own pol- . selves: -
being raped and decimated to turn a lution. an “. Our dream is to use 0
buck. Vital habitats and the animals: The consequences of this é destruc.
who rely on them are being termi-. - tion-are very real, We humians are but

nated; entire species have béen ..” a-small minority amongst the'crea-

brought to. the brink of extinction. tures who makeup this Earth, We
Our rivers and streams.are-being. ~ hold i ‘in our hands. the power-to-.

At the Qualicum Beach Chamber of Commerce : highly sensitive and i impor issue in the community: Th
monthly members’ dinner meeting in April, Jack Wilson, topic was introduced.to the ‘mernbers at that: smeeting-in:
the president of the Brown Property Preservation Society, attempt to disseminate information: The Charnber is
was asked to make a presentation to the Chamber meeting attempting to, adopt a ‘thore active. posture: in ‘municipal:
outlining the options available for acquiring the property. ‘affairs this ‘year, and the directors felt.that this: was the

_ Mr. Wilson spoke about the efforts to date in raising appropriate way. jy. 0. St pi

money, and outlined the possibilities of how the town . Mr. Wilson’s presentation. certainly provided more first’....;
might purchase the property. Residents would be faced hand. information, albeit:from the pro-Brown, Property .
with an approximate payment of $25 per year on their tax _-acquisition position: At the May meeting,
bill over 15 years. What was not addressed in the presenta- - more discussion to provide a balanced’ perspective.
tion were any other available options, including a purchase At this point in time the directors have not formalized a :
of something less than the 15 acres. policy position on the issue and.will be discussing it in
-A couple of people at the meeting spoke in favor ofthe detail at the May. meeting of the. executive;

acquisition, but surprisingly there was no opposing comi- issues to consider is the’ fact that m iy of; the? :
ment from the members at the meeting. members neither live jiot lave th

.A motion from the floor was made to support the pur- taxes) Within the: -boundaries: of Qu

chase of he property by the town, and. that motion was. sec-

onded and carried unanimously by those:in attendance. .° _-ber-will be outlining. its. official. position: on.this ratter. :
The reason for miy comments today is:to.clarify‘the = °: <0 Barrle:MeWha;: Preside’

Qualicum Beach Chamber of Commerce’s position-on this News, os, 2000 Qualicum Beach. Chamber ie mime:
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With regards to Jessie Mitchell’s

letter to the editor (THE NEWS WEEK-

ENDER, April 21) I would like to quote

from a letter to the president of the

Brown Property Preservation Society

from Mr. A. P. Harcombe, co-ordina-

tor of the Conservation Data Centre,

Ministry of Environment, Lands and
Parks, Victoria, B.C. After his visit to

the site, he states:

“The Brown Property is of special

ecological significance because of two

interacting factors. The riparian gully

and associated vegetation is older, and

in good condition.” He continues:

“The upland forest, although partially

disturbed by the house and barn sites

and some limited selective logging,

still contains a significant area of for-

est at least 300 years old. The upland

forest is actually considered to be

For those who care,

and this is by no means

all the ‘citizens of

Qualicum Beach, the

debate “to buy or not to

buy” the remaining

piece of the Brown

property is as divisive as

any of the many con-

tentious issues of recent

(R, | years. These strong

opposing points of view

even exist within coun-

cil itself, so it is incum-

bent upon them to

ensure that the upcom-

ing referendum is sup-

ported by the fullest

rarer than the low gully forests. It is

the combination of these two ecosys-

tems, in immediate conjunction to

each other, that greatly adds conserva-

tion value to the property. The riparian

ecosystem, without its upland neigh-

bor, would be more vulnerable to

modification.”

In conclusion, Mr. Harcombe says,

“The Brown Property is an outstand-

ing remaining example of a type of

landscape once common on the

coastal plain but now severely altered

on the east coast of Vancouver Island.

Besides the 300-year-old forest that

covers much of the property, the prop-

erty’s ecological value is enhanced

because of its size.” He continues,

“The Brown Property is large enough

that much of the interior quality of the

plant communities have not been

possible information to |

Both portions needed to keep _

property healthy, says president

34

compromised by excessive light pene-

tration or exotic species invasion.”

Mr. Harcombe emphasizes, “It is a

combination of the riparian gully with

the older upland forest that makes this

property special. Either without the ‘~

other would not be as valuable from

either a. conservation evaluation or

from a representative landscape per-

spective. Forest diversity is high, and

many animal species are able to main-

tain their territories within the prop-

erty boundaries.”

Thope this information will .

enhance Jessie Mitchell’s knowledge

and appreciation for this unique area

which in turn will help her and others

to understand why many ‘people in

this community want to preserve it, .

Walter G. Wilson.

Qualicum Beach

“ehisure a vote based: on. |,

knowledge, not senti-

ment.

The mayor has stated

that council has been

“heavily focused” on

the acquisition of the

final 15 acres, -
Unfortunately,

acquisition is only the

first step of what could. |

be a blessing or an‘alba:’

tross. on the town’s

shoulders, Months have

been wasted during

which the future admin-

istration of the property

should have examined,

‘discussed and given a |.
business plan for public

scrutiny, As the thing

stand. right now we have

only vague suggestions

that really amount to the

town buying, develop-

ing and maintaining the

park (at taxpayers”

expense, of course)

while the preservation

society gives the orders

and maybe, just maybe,

will be able to provide a

little finance from inde-

terminate and unassured

future fund-raising.

Not good enough.

Give us a full account-

_ing as possible of pur-

“future

chase, development and -

maintenance

costs to make this prop-

erty into a first-class

nature park and a busi-

ness plan that assures us

that its future manage-_

ment will be sound,”

- business-like and -not

become a ball and chain

dragging the town.down °

to.drown in a-sea’ of
debt. :

Nothing - less ‘is
acceptable: :
NewS =F. H. Hol

Nas ap oceuatioum
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Debate hot ove.
3,5. 2000

By Valerie Baker

The town of Qualicum
Beach's plan to go to refer-

endum to borrow money

to. buy the 15-acre Brown

Property parcel was hotly

opposed by coun. Scott

Rodway Monday.

Calling the reasons .
suggested by proponents to

purchase the property

“emotional . rhetoric,”

Rodway said “I. don’t

believe the arguments put

forward to purchase the

property will stand scruti-

ny.

“ It’s been suggested

that those against the pur-

chase ... have no vision.

The vision for this commu-

nity. is outlined in the

Official Community Plan

and the Regional Growth

Management Plan,” he

said,

Rodway pointed to

plans to purchase watet-

front property and con-

struct the Laburnum ring

toad outlined in the OCP.

‘Coun. Scott Rodway

“Where will this money
come from?” he asked

council.’

“There will be no

money left for other-pro-

jects, what does a further

15 acres add ... the best fea-

tures already exist .on the

35 acres,” he said. “It

won’t-be ai added tourist

attraction, it will only. add

to the debt of the town.”

Rodway countered the

advantages of a purchase
“argued by the Brown,

‘and informed ‘him-that the:

Town trims 2000 budget
M- S13, 9, 908 By Valerie Baker ~ -
Adjustments were made to Qualicum Beach's budget

at third reading Monday. :

Town treasurer John Marsh said'the operating bud-

get has been cut by $70,000, following an Apr. 17 public -
meeting.

“The budget adjustments were necessary due mainly
to three factors,” said Marsh. -“Debt payments had to be

incorporated and grant funding for the possible Brown

property purchase, eliminating $25,000 that was. original-

ly proposed to be transferred from the general’ fund sur-

plus to balance the budget,” he wrote’ in a memo. to the’ = -

mayor and council.

Although the total change in operating budgets !
shows’ an increase of $57,000, there is actually a reduc-

tion’ of $70,000. Two significant cost increases — $90,000-

for the landfill closure and $37,000 for Arrowview ele-

mentary school fields, totalling $127,000 — are offset by
the’$57,000 change in the budget. :

There has been no. change in property tax rates since .

ed to. control runoff or *

drainage:into Beach Créek,. . =
to. protect the-existing 35

disagreed with Rodway’ >
statement regarding the

watercourse is major fish-

Westbroek entered the
debate: “How many people
befdre.us-had similar opi

the beachfront?” heasked:’ .
__ “There were probab.

somé who, calculated how

many lots they could build’

on the golf course, or how

second reading which-rémains at-a'2:2 per centTM incréase
for the average: taxpayer.The total property taxes levied .
by. the’town ‘have incréased by $184,000 ‘to $9.3 million,
but Marsh:said it-is important to note that the town only

retains 42 per cent of the taxes, with the. rest 'goitig. to

other tax jurisdictions, stich ‘as library, regional distiiet, |

the hospital and the school district. ~

Couni::Scott Rodway said he had considered geting | |
against. adoption. of the budget because it des bore ;
towing money. to purchase the Brown Property! earn i

‘Adoption: of the budget i is expected today #1 iy. shag *



4, &)

Brown president * More questions for Bert
i oe

i Some further. points to-ponder:,..”

f 
trying to save a-very unique

~ By Valerie Baker | M.S, 3.5,2.800 | Piece of property as\a park'for all citizens {5 enjoy? What
What is the cost of preserving a forest in its natural ‘| | 4f€"is.-motives?: Political? Ot what? peers

state? : a . Wl es: Very Tude person: at a. meeting, giving
The question is being asked by Brown Property another th -finge antes

Preservation Society president Jack Wilson - in, of the Brown property? =. wipe UR rs ghee
response to recent letters to the editor of local newspa-{ “__. * Most us know why the citizens. of Qualicum Beachpers. a oy, : voted fora change.in council.-This was cer’ inly notto‘do

- . “Concerns about the cost of developing arid than-| With the great job that previous councils.and admintistra-
aging the Brown Property recently expressed through: ‘0tS had done to. enhiance the quality of life.in Qualicumletters in the local media may be ill-founded,” he said. _ Beach. What has this got to do with the'attempts fo saveia

“We need to keep in perspective tliat the whole, Valuable potential addition to the patk system now?
Point of the project is to preserve thé park in its naty-, _*-AS fat as the costs, every citizen has.a right to know
ral state .. how simplistic can that be? ... you shouldn't. the costs: To throw around the figures: he‘mentioned is‘an

be able to spend a lot of money to develop and man-,
age the park even if you wanted to.

“T don’t know what people mean by the cost of ;
managing and-developing it,” said Wilson, who-sug-
‘gested many volunteers would be happy to assist in.

maintaining the trails, .
“Even if a future interpretive centre was estab- . .

lished on the property, we don’t have to build one, the ; © this deadline has been extended to Aug. 15.
building is already there,” he said, referring to. the. sta- :

bles. . no .
He referred to the covenant tegistered against.the

Brown property — which restricts its use only as a pub- : °

providing funding to “acquire” the Temaining 15 acres of

exceed $25 per year per property. “ i
This is approximately seven cents per day, or atound

bonds to further reduce the-costs:

lic park to preserve, protect’ and. enhance the natural the waters” with what I call rather iwelevant points makes
environment of the property, subject to the establish- | life We all cr ifthe really wants ‘to enhan . hi quality of
ment of designated walking trails and facilities for pub- .. “N.We all enjoy in Qualicum’Beach.”" ee ag!lic use. —_ 3 . Walter G. Wilson - M.S 35 2000

“All. of which are intended to minimize distur- Qualicum Beach.” pk Oe :
bance of the natural habitat while providing the public
with an opportunity to observe and appreciate nature,”

states the covenant. ; "

At Monday's council meeting, Wilson presented

$110,000 collected, through donations to. Qualicum -
Beach. council at Monday's meeting. 4

f4 ~ Editor, the Morning Sun: lob anslen gians Wers ques fi 10nNS ~ : Re’ Bert Reid’ letter to the editor (Apr. 19, ‘00). eed it #
fi rom ves idents ¢ zens of Ovalicenn Bea oh Yon teva to save avon

tually got to do with the acquiring _ |

; Brown property forest by May, through a tax levy Not:to

* $2 per month. Thanks to the fine efforts of Jan Lindsay, |

=.” Tunderstand the Society is endeavouring to contirivie |
to raise funds with grants, tax deductible donations and

To have’ “naysayers” like Mr. Reid attempt to “muddy a

“ef

|

|

attempt to ‘muddy the waters.: The petition signed said, .
: “We are ini favour of having the town of Qualicum. Beach °



. Chamber,

Monday night speech when |

“Rodway hammers No pitc
Councillor comes out strong, against Brown property. purchase
By ADRIENNE MERCER

News REPORTER §.5, 2000

Councillor Scott Rod-

way proved he’s a man of

his word this week, keeping

his election promise to

oppose the purchase: of the

Brown property with. town

funds,

At Monday’s. council

meeting, he opposed sec-

ond reading of the town’s

loan authorization bylaw in

a lengthy speech. At a spe-

cial meeting Wednesday, he

opposed third reading of the

bylaw.

And > at Wednesday’ s
Qualicum Beach Chamber

of Commerce meeting,

Rodway, in his capacity as

the town’s liaison to the

rehashed ~ his

asked to outline the. facts

. and figures of the Brown

" property. -purchase for

Chamber members.

Rodway. -bélieves. the

- to save Beach Creek from

town does-not liave enough

money in reserve to. justify.

the purchase of ‘the final 15

acres. He said:the.town. paid

$483,826 for the 35 acres

purchased last year, - for

which it has lost $10,483

per year in, property taxes
and $805,860 in potential
development cost charges:

He challenged. ::.the

Brown Property Preserva--¢-

tion Society’s argument the

final 15 acres must be saved

“both Monday’s

. sense”

‘Fran Lacey,” he said:’“She °

tees ‘blown down [after-.

logging at the site 10-years

runoff’ and drainage, and

prevent blowdown on the

35 acres the town now

owns. He said he has toured

the property with a profes-

sional forester who did not

see blowdown as a signifi-

cant issue. :

“The ‘argument does not
survive scrutiny,” he said,

Jack .Wilson, president

of the preservation: society,

heard’ Rodway . speak’ ‘at

council

meeting and Wednesday’s

Chamber meeting.
“(Rodway] is . doing

everything he can to negate

purchasing the property,”

he said. “He campaigned on

that, so T respect him-in that

Wilson said both a pro-.

fessional biologist and ‘a

professional forester “have

identified blowdown.-as’ a

serious concern if the: 15

acres aren’t preserved...

“More importantly,we
have a testitionial from. *

personally saw 18 large

ago]-and I don’t know-how

that fact can be denied.”

On. Monday, Wilson -

challenged .-Rodway...to.a

walk-through the -property

to: assess ‘blowdown, but‘he

says Rodway declined.--

By ADRIENNE MERCER:

News REPORTER 553000"

‘Qualicum Beach council approved the
official -wording. forthe: June 17. Brown

property referendum Monday.

On that date, taxpayers will be asked
“Are: you in-favor of the Council adopting

‘Town of Qualicum Beach Parkland ‘Acqui-

sition Loan Authorization Bylaw No.. 583,

2000’ which would allow the town to bor-

Tow money to purchase approximately 15:5.
acres (6.3 ha) of land commonly referred to. :

as the Brown Property under the- following
conditions:

Mi Borrow no more than $840,000 with a

repayment term not to exceed 15 years, and”

@ repay the principal and interest of the -

amount borrowed ‘by levying a parcel. tax.

each year of a maximum.-of $25 per parcel? |

.-preservation society’ $
: arguments don’t
withstand, scrutiny

“dent Jack Wilson. presented “to: thé.,town at
- thé same-meeting means the figure will be
~ closer to:$740,000;

i

i

i

I

..evidence of blowdown

den

“That figure ‘of $840,000. is‘a worst-case
scenario. number,” ‘said°Coun..Scott“Tannér |
at the ‘meeting, adding .a‘ $110,000 cheque

Brown Property Preservation Society -presi-.°

- Ata special meeting Wednesday, council
passed third reading ofthe parkland'acquisi-

tion bylaw, which: will. allow the: ,town-to

borrow to purchase the bro (

wish to do so. .
There will be a-public infor fi

ing about the Brown property
p.m. at:the Civic Centre: wee {

The June 17. referendum will-also be he 1d ;
“at the Qualicum Beach. Civic Ceritre;-from: g Meetiin
a.m. to 8.p.m, Advance polls will. be June.7

dnd-14: at the Civic Centre, also: bebween 8
jm. and.8 pm. a :

‘on property can't be: ad

On

ASD ISIO,
udaen

ho28.5%



purchased by th three. vO
teer groups: and. donate

machinery A
society.. This‘asset of! the Town'i is worth in excess: of:

$400,000; " '

_ And, of course; The old School House: The
Town’ purcliased the: Tand and- the building for”

; ‘Centre appraised. at over. $400, 000. ‘the: op sera
costs paid by the-volunteer society. As well, -the

Town sold off-si arking on part‘of the land
$140,000, ‘whic!

Second ‘Avenue.

. More recently, the. ‘Train Station Soci

“nership: with the Town,
most.ambitious; the civic

feighborhood of $1.5 milli
By now, even. the loudest crit

ics acknowledge the benefit..

we aré.so a to. accept and:enje
phrase the lated.‘F. Kennedy: ‘As

_._- community cati:do for you, but what you Fe

your community.’
Tf you’have-not already. done s 80,'start:b: iniiig :

a volunteer otganization.
New S q. 4 0 sy Arthur kL. Skipsey |

~ Qualicum Beach

43



- Wilson turned over a cheque for $110, £000. Oto the

‘sentation, and again at t the: ohady

’ impressed, a.dozen of so“of the key: volunteers, who put

witnéss that nigh 3 meéeting of ou “low re
Iwas told:

those near him

again’ when Jace

came from the man when M

behalf of that society.

As a resident of this.community,

those against the ie purchase of, these

Life in our town is not at about the
Commerce, the oeBeach Re

The day after the referendum, whether they decide to:
clearcut that 15 acres or leave i it as ‘itis, town residents will

dren, buying their groceries: paying: theit mortgag
It’s just a referendum people: Don't lose'sip

really matters-in our town,

You do remember. don't, ‘you

the commiunity hall Saturday evening for

sands of people had exp

ed; ‘sang, hugged ; and danced: -this year’s event togeth

t in Beach restaurant, for: no -together at a.

other reason :

to a great community: “hey, showed t up, they took’ part,
“they helped out-and many. people are suré glad they. did.

Some are in favor of the Brown property purchase,”

some aren't. And last weekend, nobody eared: 2°
‘Please respect your neighbor’s right to:speak. ~*~
Most of all, remember the, sun wall rise on June 17,

whether we vote Yes or No.

30 yaNOWR: fensnuti

“7 Ue UOAts. SBA 1-68SU NOGE AIIM OF UE pouty 3st . ‘otydes8 mopay-y “ary uo. a _. Sys Aep sty}.o} gorym quouttl
[nydovad ‘ox]-yaed 'v ur'souroy, + IQy Jeaosdde. 108 ay"s91J8 pip redo -

re USAT

useq,. sey A113do1d umorg otf], :
. “MOryeaTes on:

‘ou0_s,vore oy. sdeysed: st Wisi
“ ‘Rurdoad unorg Yo siadopsrep dooy say=foaap om Jey noge juottNUEsor
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By Valerie Baker

Qualicum Beach mayor

Teunis Westbroek wants tax-

payers to be fully informed

before the June 17 referen-

dum, which will determine

whether the town should pur-

chase the remaining Brown

property portion.

A public information

meeting will be held Thurs.,

May 25, beginning at 7 p.m. at

the Qualicum Beach civic cen-

tre. :

An information document

covering all aspects of the

Brown property has been com-

piled by council and staff, and

will be mailed to residents this

week with their property tax

notices.

The document, in a ques-

tion and answer format, deals.

with the pros and cons of pur-

chasing-the remaining 15-acre

parcel, as well as the financial

impact.of the already pur-

chased 35-acre parcel.

Annual maintenance

costs, proposed. use of the

parkland and its ecological sig-

nificance, the-financial impact

to taxpayers and the proposed

’ development of the property if

it isn’t putchased for parkland

by the town are explained.

Frank Horner again ‘ques-

Save all the Brown land _
js For hundreds of years, the 35-acre.and the 15-acrEditor, the Morning Sun:

In 1981, the Town of Qualicum Beach Purchased the

Qualicum Beach Memorial Golf Club.
I am fairly new to the community so-I am not aware |

of all-of the financial particulars, but | do know-the town ;

i.tothe town.

* Teunis Wéstbroek

Scott Tanner

tioned the ongoing: mainte-

nance cost’ of the park’ at last

week's council meeting. “I am

not against the purchase, but-I

am. against the secret agenda

of council regarding expendi-

tures,” he said.

iF a)

erendum.

amounts

~ last:year: “We spent’ $800: for:

Paul Ryniak, _

Qualicum Beach

Scott Tanner

Horner there has‘

3 “Tease in the ‘parks
and recreation: budget since

Coun.

the: community. park had_not

been. maintained to standard.

-. Resident Riek -Tutte is

“unconviriced” urchase
would-not cost ‘the taxpayer -

more-than $25-per year. “We

will'be sending town crews
there,” he suggested...

- -Westbroek referred. to the

minimal maintenance cost!

incurred by the town since it

purchased the 35-acre portion

Jabour. and $2,500 for materi-

als,” he said.

According to the informa-

tion document, trail mainte: '
nance costs amount to $2; 000!
pet. kilometre per year,which

§ would add $4,000 to the

town’s. annual trail mainte-’
“fiance costs if the two kilome-

tres of proposed trails are
i

developed.

“Trail constfuction® ‘works
are-normally carried” out !

throygh grant programs. The

town ‘would likely have to pay’!
for materials only,” states'the
information document.
Tee ek tat

": two land parcels. These are onily. some .of the provable:and::
positive facts-that: should go. toward keeping these two:.

parcels together and intact. :

At this time, there is- more than one option, for
|> Who is the town? It is all of the residents of | obtaining the monies required to purchase. I.am pleased. ;

Qualicum Beach. We are now the proud owners and

potential users of two excellent lifestyle acquisitions. :

«They were not free of cost, nor did they come into °. ~

our hands without opposition. A big thank you. goes to

ithose visionaries who came before and left us and future /

generations with such positive additions to our communi- ;

* that the democratic Process will be completed with a Tel.

T only hope ‘that thosé apposed to: the pure
get past the $25 per year cost. For- most ‘of,

half-a tank of gas in.our cars.

los, 2060

tal unit. The 15-acre option property-is.an essential water-i |

» Shed for the 35vacres already. acquired by.the-town. <..-:..:

It is also-an established blowdown: protector forthe: By

id not opt to purchase orily four anda half holes of the : 35 acres. Hundreds of natures’ ‘Creatures coexist on, these. :

"course. The Complete package was nine‘holes.

In 1986, the town of Qualicum Beach purchased the

} Old School House. Now the entire school House belongs. |

parcels of the Brown property. have coexisted ‘as onenatu::j 4



* Chamber won t take sides ir in Brown debate
By JEFF VIRCOE

News EDiroR ‘12.9: 2000

The Qualicum Beach

Chamber of Commerce has

done its job regarding the

Brown property debate and

will stay in the background

as the voters make a deci-

sion, the organization’s

executive has decided. :

At a meeting of the board.

of directors Wednesday

night, a half hour discussion

on the chamber’s position

regarding the controversial

issue resulted in a motion

being passed to remain neu-

tral.

Chamber president Bar-

‘rie McWha said Thursday

his executive has fulfilled its

mandate in helping chamber

members see both sides of

the issue, first by allowing.

the president of the Brown

Property Preservation Soci-

ety (BPPS) to give a presen-

tation -at the Chamber’s

membership’s April 5 din-'

ner meeting, and -then by

affording. the same opportu-

nity. to a town of Qualicum

Beach councillor (Scott

Rodway) at the May dinner’
meeting.

“We've done our best to

at least. get information out

to our members. We’ve done

our job. Hopefully our

members are now more

informed, and: .are free -to-

make their-choice,” McWha

said. :

_ The issue has been a

sticky one for the chamber,
which has traditionally

-remained out of any politi-

cal debate in the commu-

' nity, That policy was tested

atthe April meeting when,

* after “A ‘presentation by

©’ BPPS president Jack Wil-

son, chamber. member Hilda

‘Perry made a motion for the
chamber to endorse’ -the -

acquisition of the 15 acres
- of land.

In Perry’s motion how-

ever, there was’ no. mention

of where the funds. to

acquire the land would
come from, and the 85 or so

people present passed it

without any opposition.

Some in the community

may have over valued. the

intention of that _ motion,

says McWha,

“It was a “feel good’

motion,” McWha: © said,

adding he thinks “it fairly

represents what the people

in the community feel.

“In other words, ‘if it’s

do-able, great,” he said.

_ “From _a...chamber : per- ;,

spective, the issue is not

whether the Brown property

should be retained as’a for-

est, the issue is whether tax

dollars should be used as the

method of acquiring it.”

The ambiguous vote of

support at the meeting. for

the acquisition of. the prop-

erty has to be taken in con-

text, says-Chamber manager

Georgia Maclean.

“Many of our members,
indeed many who were at

the (April) meeting who

- supported .the motion to

acquire that property, do not

- live within the-boundaries of

Qualicum’ Beach and would

not be impacted if there

were d decision to: purchase

it,” she said. |

“Many of them might

even be prepared to give a

-donatidn towards it, but they.

would“not ‘be obligated

:through.a tax, as. the resi-

dents of: the town would be,

says Maclean.

Even the chamber’s. past

» president, Denyse. Widdi-

field;. an outspoken .oppo-

nent-of ‘using tax dollars to

purchase the property, was

comfortable’ enough ‘with

the ‘ wording . of . Perry’s

motion to. vote in favor of it.

The endorsement: of: thé

acquisition of the: property

was not a difficult one. :

“My reaction to- the

motion was, of course, I do

hope the Browns do sell it. I

just wish. with ail’my heart .

that, someone would come

‘out of: the. woodwork and

buy it.

" “T’s'a quéstion of can we’

afford it? I don’t think we

can. I wish we could, But

not with taxpayer dollars?” -

-Widdifield even donated...”

$100 to the BPPS that night. -.

of, know..a lot. of. people.

have done 'the same thing —- -

and a lot more — but will be

voting No on June 17. They.
figure they’ve made. their
donation, and they don’ t
wanit'to make any more.”

Perry; meanwhile “stands °

by her motion.

“I worded it that way on’

purpose. I still feel: the vast
majority of.our members are - ||

in favor of the.acquisition of

that property.” she: “said.
Perry, (4 formec”: town.”

councillor, remains.a strong

Yes side supporter, but .ree-"*
ognizes. that acqiiring : ‘the:
land, anid ‘how to: acquire ‘it,
are two separate. issues.

‘L’ye_ been. .in=-business

here for 27° years and 'T fully
realize ‘there are:'no: free.

Junches.. If you want some- -

thing you-are. going to-have

to pay for. it., Everything we

have’ heré in this town “has.

been ‘paid: for. ‘Twenty ‘five =.
years from now, that money

-- will’seem ike’ peanuts.”

Perry’ said the potential «

for ‘financial. spinoffs shiould..
be noted by chamber. mem:
bers.

“ “The fastest
form. of. tourism. tods
eco~ -tourism and we have an‘

- opportunity. to. bein on that;

It’s an opportunity. that if i

passes, you can never gctin®

on. it again.”

Wilson, whois also a
chamber member,. admitted
Thursday. he. we

thrilled by “the ecu

decision to. remain:neutral::.
+

“2” “As'a chamber‘member I

guess Iam disay ip inted that:

Brown property:
tourism.“doesn’t ap}

have. caught the -c!

growing

Jess ‘Span.

13,0)
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WITH AN INFORMATION

and

meeting set for May 25
at 7-p.m. in the Civic

_ Centre

: 17, controversy: over the...
_ final 15 acres of

“-@um-scheduled for June.

Qualicum Beach's. Brown:

: property:continues to --

_- simmer,



‘eh

Web. site: www. besupernet. com/surt:

Mail to: Box.45, Parksville, B:C3V9P2G:
_A division of. Southam Publishing: ae

at 114 East Hirst Ave., Parksville, B. rou

property in Qualicum Beach be:
financed by the town’s

rveryone ® seems §

the ones who will be paying the b
and enjoy the benefits, so-let them

. “decide. ‘

Right now, rather than revving Lip:
their rhetoric, arid making the debate,

personal, councillors should be play-
ing the role of political catalyst.

Councillors: should inform the __
public of the pros and cons; without "

| bias. They should debate the issue

publicly, without taking offence, and

make sure everyone knows, where and —
when they have to vote: :

_.2° . Then, let the voters decide, and
respect their decision.

shes been qui S eufficient. “discussion. of late *T: tegarding the _pros.and cons of taxpayer: purchase of
“the Brown Property, and I do not wish to ‘add. any

more fuél to the-fire. However there i is‘a property of note.in
“Qualicum Beach which: has perhaps not received the atten-....
tion“ to’ Which’ itis. diié? ‘T-refer: to’ the’ “estate. generously

donated:to Malaspina College: by the-late Veronica Milner.in -.~"
known-as the Milner. ‘Gardens. and: Woodland

I recently:-had . the pleasure. of. taking: one-of. the: éscorté
rough this~70 acre ‘gem, and: ‘came away “entranced.

: with the: beauty and the contrasts. of: the estate, and: also VeEY = .
"impressed. with the ongoing restoration: by. Malaspina horti-

Vf. i;

“purists ‘will denigrate this, property, due :
l impoited plants and-trees, but: consider the: Milner

“and: Woodland to ‘be a. treasure: of which
- ‘would be proud.

Balan: Phillips’ —-
Qualicum Beach, '

; Canat tir ies be visible.
. Bendt Nielsen

( x° Qualicum Beach
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‘Merrett applied for preliminary: layout a proval .
foran 11 lot subdi

‘\granted on Feb.

Qualicum Beach planner Paul Butl

that are already zoned R1 Residential.
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with people justifying :
wasting my-tax dollars.

by using such: simplis-

“tic specious arguments

as “it will only cost’
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"il only do. it an

enough already;
Harvey Dorval

Qualicum Beach

inch at a‘time and

Until-you fall over,

Il hardly notice.

that is.

as we

you’

So;
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protect greenspace than: to develop “in the future, regardl

(23.8, 2000:
By Valerie: Baker 5

debate in. Qualicum Beach h Thursday.
“.» Opinions were Split among the

150 people who. came ‘to ‘hear ‘staff
presentations, arguments by’ ‘council: »
lors and to Voice their own opi jions:;,

“Couns! Marlys Diamond.a

tf Rodway will vote No!
ne 17tefetendum. “°° :<:
‘Diamond said theré is no money’ $

| the budget to buy the land, and

chat the.town more than the provin: "I

al goal: of ‘12 per cent in greenspace.

H'To- ask a’ Small municipality, with Westie patted i
imainly a-residential tax base, to the purchase could be findn
Lacquire more is unrealistié,” she said.

* “iture taxes must: address three

major items,” said-D fid, refer-
\ting to the Laburnum ¢ ng road,'a

Hew firehall and firetruck; and’the — said:"*

| Atrowsinith Water Supply. : Objection to ‘the Pp
Rodway ‘objected to high intétest residerits includéd the’ ‘town’s li

cost ‘the town will face'if it borrows... in: a blowdown: ‘the tieed

“T don't bélieve taxpayeis" ‘Can afford *Laburiium ring toad to”
it,” he said. : new. school, and the poss

Coun. Scott Tanner’ —.a propo- the’ $25 per. year parcél't
nent of ‘the purchasé'—-noted the - «increase over 'thie “mea ‘pe

irony: of government. identifying the -.

property as rare, then.not- providing .

money to preserve it:.: -.

“It has been: proven: that. it is : developed into a 50
thuch ‘cheaper for communities to ‘and the fact that taxes. will

8 per year paicel:tax. au
the ‘tiioney. it r
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No clear winner in Brown debate
All signs point to close referendum decision if meetirig is gauge |
By ADRIENNE MERCER

News REPORTER 20 s. 2000

Qualicim Beach’ councillors Marlys Diamond and Scott
Rodway oppose-borrowing to purchase the final 15-acres of

the Brown property.“Coun. Scott Tanner says the propetty. is

too rare not to save, And Coun. Anton Kruyt chose not to

speak. at all at Thursday? s.public meeting, preferring to sit at
the ‘back of thie room and absorb the comments of fellow

councillors, town staff and members of the public.

The varied-opinions of council mirrored the mood in gen-

eral at the public-information meeting: Just shy of 150 peo-
! ple came to hear the facts.and listen to.each other’s opinions

about whether the town should. borrow funds’ to preserve the

. 300 lots available to build on.

property.

Diamond, the: fitst councillor to speak, explained she

places high priority on long-range planning as outlined in

the official community plan, and: prudent financial manage-

ment.

She said the town will already have to borrow significant
funds to complete at leas¢-one phase of.Laburnum road,

hook up-to the Arrowsmith water. supply, build a new, earth-

quake-resistant fire hall and purchase’a new fire truck.

“We have seen the horror of mounting debts in our fed-

eral and provincial governments,’ she said. “I have no desire

to emulate that kind of leadership.”

Rodway .said when he looks: at the Brown’ Property

Preservation Society’s promotional brochure “I see trees. I
don’t see large trees, I see trees.”

He said the site has been logged and contains a large
amount of second-growth. :

Referring to’a map produced: by: Environment Canada
and provincial ministries, Coun.«Scott Tanner’ said the.

Brown property thas been identified as “one of the few sen-

sitive riparian-and older forest ecosystems that.still:remain
here on the east coast of Vancouver Island: :

“Did you move to Qualicum Beach: becauseof.all the

attractive subdivisions or because of the variety of our nat-

ural assets such as the beach front.and our walking trails?” -

he asked.

The question and answer period showed an ‘even: “split
between residents.

Former mayor Art Skipsey started things off, asking

mayor Teunis Westbroek to confirm there are still lots avail-

able for building in town. ae

“J don’t seé any restriction on building for the ‘next'40

years,” Skipsey said. So we don’t need the property for a

subdivision. The DCC’s are going to come anyway.”

He said his only fear is ongoing cost, and a non-profit

society of interested citizens ‘should be responsible. for

upkeep of the property.

Westbroek confirmed the town, still. ‘has approximately

~ Denyse Widdifield said if the town buys the property, she
would rather pay the amount the.15-acre purchase will cost

her up-front than be stuck with the accumulated interest over

15 years. When Westbroek asked if Widdifield’s suggestion

FORMER NFLD PREMIER Brian Peckford.wades in.

Anton Kruyt
won't tell the media

imer premiers.

After ‘the meeting, Coun, Kruyt, a. retired chartered
accountant, said he-thought Widdifteld’s idea:would work. .

When ‘asked wliy he didn’t speak at the meeting, Kruyt

told THE-News.“I have told:you before, Ido not conduct my ~

political life according to thé’ desirés ‘of the media,”
Former Newfoundland premier Brian Peckford was more

successful.

© “Aré you for or against? As my.clected official; I want'to
know where you stand,” he challenged. Kruyt, “T did not hear

you take a stand — you disappoint me?

After a good-natured exchange, Kruyt said he will likely
vote Yes to the referendum, and if it ssuccéeds; Yes again on. -

whether council should buy the property withthe funds: it is
authorized to borrow.

“[’m glad to hear it,” Peckford said. :

“Brian and J argue all.the time,” Kruyt told: Tue News. ;



d say, ‘this you inherit;
j far more precious than.

‘money,.and-once destroyed, nature's beauty can-

hot be repurchased at any price’.” .
- Ansel Adams

- Our Vision:
’ ‘To:preserve the property. asa public. ‘park. dedicated to the appreciation ' of nature,
with signs to identify the various plants, and their role in the ecosystem and board-
walk trails'to ininimize the disturbarice to habitat. :

Bre wn Property Acquisition Referendum
What? To acquire for $900, 000. the: remaining 15 acres'of the Brown's.50 acre forest,
When? June 17, 2000, 8 am-8 pm (Advanced Polls on June 7 & 14) >
Where? ‘Qualicum Beach Civic Centre “°° 2»
The. Cost? -A maximum of $25 per household for 15 years :

~ Brown Property
. Preservation Soci 7; : “Tour the. Prop erty ‘ : clo Walker & Wilson viens 1

“We encourage everyone to walk through: the property and experience for themselves - 707 PrimroséSt, *
ithe beauty and tranquillity of this magnificent old forest. The trail is open daily. Qualicum Beach, BC, VOK 2Ki,
‘Guided tours are available'on Sunes from 1- 3 pm. Cail 7524 8135: ‘for info.



Tt has been suggested by
one of the local‘media that

the most appropriate posi-

tion for Qualicum Beach
Town Councilors to. take on

' the Brown Property referen-

dum is one of neutrality.

Provide all the necessary

facts and figures on the pro-

ject, the editorial said, then

step back and let the people

decide. It is point of view

that has been voiced before

in the community, not just

by the media, and on other

equally contentious issues.

The inference beitig that
once someone becomes an‘
elected official they forfeit,

: the right to participate in the’

public debate. It’s a sugges-

tion that makes no sense.

If there is one.single’bene- ”

fitin being a small ‘town:
politician it is the opportuni-

Over and over you are given
the chance:to get up ona

“soap box afd ‘promote‘your ~ t

pet projects; If you are’ par-

been: an ‘alticularly persuasive many of

those: projects will: be sup-

ported by the rest of Council

and you-will be-given the

satisfaction of knowing’ you

played a big part in-ensur-

» ing they were implernented. —

Because of this-it’s hard ‘

not.to be puzzled by the

silence coming from. three

former members of the

Brown Property Society who.

now serve on Council. The

most charitable explanation

for their conduct is to ‘sug-

gest'that they were only

ever interested in complet-
ing half the project..Oncethe

’ ty to be a major player in the

. decision “making process.

Ky

Knowing what happened the

last time area residents were -

called upon to save from devel-
opment valuable forest and

riparian land | have no hesita-’

tion in urging everyone to vote

“Yes” in the June 17 Brown

“Property Referendum. :
Eight years ago a campaign

to preserve the Parksville Flats

along the Englishman River fell,

short and today the park that

exists is. riot half the experierice
it might otherwise be. /

from day one.

Had the matter been put toa contribution.to that legacy.

refefendum the outcome might vee
hav | been, very different.

The Brown ‘Property

Preservation Society is to be

commended for generating the

kind of public support needed

to force a: referendum. There is

no fairer-way to decide a mat-

ter of this. magnitude. It would ,

give me much pleasure to cast

my vote in favour.

Unfortunately, I’m not eligible,

Thanks tothe efforts of resi- | *

dents in earlier times our com=

munity has many outstanding |*
natural assets. The Brown

property forest could be our Editor, the Morning Suri:

council: to: T j

Surely ‘with ‘three, ‘nami

Proposition. At

those who have bi

“uinely committed

setving this Vv

‘ forest.

At'50 acres, the ‘Brown
forest’is ‘large enough’ to

withstand the ravages,.of

almost, any. external: force. -
firé being perhaps the’ one”

exception: Chop * ‘down.a:

third of it and who knows

what will. happen: to the.

remaining’) trees, \ the

ope, ‘the’creek, the fish;

to go i

“Eo énuré success, howév-
/ er, the canipaign, needs n

I tive in Hilliers but I have been

a supporter and’contributor |

93.4)

Borrowing ¢ cost f too higl

‘This letter is. addressed. - to Qualicum
Councillors,”

My: wife and:I follow: with’ interest’ ‘the material de:
ing with the Brown property: purchasing proposal/plan.

We would suggest an,alternate ‘method of, Paying. fe
| | the propeity. Instead of charging every, hemeowne
samieamount, $25 per year, they could charge larid,

; Owners the cost in: ‘Proportion’ ‘to the amount of taxes

pay.
This‘ means that people in smaller homes, and prob

bly wit! th simaller incomes, would be more* fairly dealt with
_ Does that'not make‘it:a little-more “equitable for al
' taxpayers i in Qualicum?
: We hope you. will give serious considération te

suggested method.of paying for the Brown property: by
taxpayers, We hope this can be changed. .
John and Dottie Stokles

305 2€00



Fundin
M.S 3.5, X000

By Valerie Baker

_ An alternate way of

paying for the 15-acre

Brown property — should

the referendum succeed —

has been investigated by

Qualicum Beach town trea-

suter John Marsh, follow-

ing last week’s public infor-

mation meeting.

At that meeting, resi-

dent Denise. Widdifield

suggested taxpayers make a

one-time payment of $225

to finance the loan, rather

than the proposed $25-per-

year parcel tax over the

next 15 years.

“Let’s buy the-damn

thing — but don’t ask me

to put in on my tax bill,”

she said.

The town tecently

passed a loan authoriza-

tion bylaw to borrow a

maximum of $840,000 to

purchase the property, sub-

ject to approval at referen-

dum, which would result

. in an annual debt payment

of $93,000, which would

be over 15 years.

Marsh said he has

‘received several enquiries

regarding the lump-sum

eption since last week’s

public meeting, and con-
fitmed there is Municipal
Act’ legislation which
allows taxpayers to make a

‘ single payment up-front,

tather than having it

added to their tax bills

_ each year as a parcel tax.

However, Marsh said

the figure of $225 is very

, approximate, as is the

g alternative possible —

By Valerie Baker

The public will have

the opportunity to enjoy

a Sunday afternoon pic-

nic amid the trees of the

Brown property in

Qualicum Beach.

An oid-fashioned,

no-frills family picnic —

organized by the Brown

Property Preservation

Society — will be-held on

June 11.

Picnic in the park.
. ~The picnic: will be

held near the riding ting

and stable area of the

property, and picnickers

are encouraged to walk

the trails, says society

director - Ann -Klees.

“Come around 1pm and

stay as long as you like.”

If it rains, the alter-

nate date for the picnic is

Sun., June 18. For more

info, call 752-6432.

amount of $25 annual par-

cel tax.

“These would be maxi-

mum amounts,” he said.

“The final figure will

depend.on how much the

town will need to borrow,

and also what the current

interest rate on the loan is

at that-+time.”

With donations to

purchase the property still ,
being received by ‘the
Brown society, the town |

doesn’t know how much it

would need to borrow to

finance the purchase.

Marsh also empha-
sized that, even if residents

vote in favour of the town

purchasing the ‘property, it °

will ultimately be council’s

decision how they fund

the loan. He added, how-

ever, that “staff will recom- -

mend to council that:

homeowners be given a

choice of how they wish to
pay.”

“1

Residents’ opinions on

whether the town should

purchase the property were

evenly split among the

roughly 150 people at last

made at the open mic ses-

sion, resident-Frank: Hormer

said “enough is enough\...
we purchased the first ‘35

acres based upon emo,

tion.” He reminded: coun- *-

cil of their promise. to hold

the liné on taxes.

Another résident sug-

gested “perhaps it’s not a

questions of dollars, but of

- philosophy.”

Former .- councillor

Hilda Perry said “we need a

vision of whaf we need'50

years from now.”

“She suggested that:

future generations: will

question our values if they

see “tows of houses instead

of the forest.

“You'll be glad to have

that forest-to:go walking i in
week’s public meeting. to renew your soul 25 ) years:

from now,” she said.Among comments

2, Town finances are tight:
“BLS, 2900

“Ourtown treasurer gave ws a’cleai. message at the ey

) Eaten: thie Morning Sun

town’s public budget meeting:

The cost of doing business in Qualicum Beach. is
going: up. Unless we are willing to accept less’ services,
theni-we will have to be prepared to pay more taxes.

He also told us the town’s financial reserves are

almost depleted, with the exception of $1:5 million in the

water and sewer accounts, which can only be used for +

these purposes. |

. In my case, I have seen the assessed value of my
home drop’in the last five years by 8.4 percent. During

the same period my total taxes have increased by 17.5 per

cent ($488).

‘We are now informed, in the May issue of the Town’s

Noteworthy Newsletter, about three of the Town’s. major

capital expenditures,- the completion of the

Laburnam/Rupert Ring Road, estimated to cost $4 million;

a new fire hall and fire truck, at approximately $1 million;

and oyr future connection to the Arrowsmith water-ser-

vice, Currently estimated at $6 million. -: Le.

Weare now. being told, by the Brown Pygservation
Society, that in order to protect our investmer

acre Brown Park we: purchased’ last
from our reserves) we-must. now-buy-ai i

acres-at a cost-of approximately $800,000, plus. inte

' _, If the Society is so concerned about protécti
original investment, ‘why did they not take steps ta
the four vital acres between the Brown mansion

riow béeért approved for an 11-home subdivision:

“PE Hadley ~ ~

- Qualicum Beach

i1 for one will vote ‘NO’ in the upcoming referendum, ;

a
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Fiscal “responsibility; words
that should warm the cockles of

the heart of.all sensible-persons.

frem the federal ‘aiid provincial

levels of government they
merely create-a sinking feeling

in. one’s -sensitive. spots or

enge: der ‘loud, cynical laughter.

We-expect better'at the local

. level but in-Qualicum Beach, we

By ADRIENNE MERCER:
; News Reporte ara

Unfortunately, “when. :spoken-*;

“seem to have the same problem.

The grandiose: promises of:last

fall’s:¢lection‘are being compro-

mised by two-of the five council

members while. another one

Tefuses to publicly commit him-

self. It seems that fiscal respon-

Sibility. is.a conditional thing:

During:-1999,. the previous

council wiped out the town’s

general reserves in.a irresponsi- -: ‘price of one-halfcup ofcoffee _

1000"

Fiscal responsibility demands a No vote
ble disregard of future multi-
million“ dollar needs...We are

now being: asked-to. provide a

further'$1 million-plus, together

with: the sutrender. of $500,000

in potentiak: DEC!s to buy trees
of. very..debatable. value,.All the

stops are being pulled out to tell

us how wonderful it will be to

have this treasure’ at the. modest

per day. What will be the rea
tion. when ‘taxpayers: are: asked} ,

to find the multi-millions- more‘

that will be’ required-while the |
Brown. debt still hangs around}

our collective neck? Fiscal

responsibility demands that the

, vote is ‘no’ in the coming refer-

endum for the Brown. property
F..H. Horner |

Wews Afr. aD ° Qualicum Beach |

Ticaguier John‘ Marsh researched!
idea ‘after. the May. 25-publie information |

of the; Brown ‘property. teferendum. Passes: .
7 eae exists under ~ the-

optioni‘won’t work. for: “al I taxpayer:
everyone..can afford to make “sucha |

over 15 years. ;
' “[tis possible, and wall perso! ally pay

sthe® $225 -right after the referendum,

2 whichever -way. it -goés,”

Westbroek said. Tuesday... =,
~ He said council will hi

sion.as to how. paymei

said the lump#sum. ide:

» | People. will end-up,

Jess ‘than they. will by: pi

payment.

14.)

Mayor ‘Teunis

. méeting,. when’ resident Denyse’ Widdifield '
“'said, she" would rather. inake’a one-time pay-

_ment than be taxed for 15. years.’

“While she’ Ss. happy her. suggestion isa
possibility, Widdifield’ says. she .will ‘still, be,
voting Noi in the’reférendum. ‘

“TPs “a. bea tiful. bunch-of trees” said
Widdifield, whio-was’ on her. Way out for a
walk through the: property: when contacted: i

-by THE News Thursday.”

>We ‘can’t. afford it. Ithink we: should
‘vote. it down ... to: borrow-it is just too much |

‘honey for a community of. our. size?’

_. The: Brown Property ref fendim is ,set'
for Saturday, Junie 17, from-8 am. to.8 p.m.

the Qualicum” Beach’: Civic. “Centre:

‘Advance polls.are June’7. and June 14; also
atthe Civic Centre from’8 a.m. to 8 p.m. All

Qualicum Beach ‘tesidenis’ are’ eligible’ ‘to
vote; whether or not they pay taxes... * . i

Surgeon’s knife, or half'a cup of coffee?

A recent letter to. Tus News observed that

the cost of purchasing the remaining 15

acres of the Brown Property forest would“:

amount to about'45 cents per week, or half
the cost of a cup‘of coffee; (most families are

quite comfortable. weekly budgeting
Approach).

This invited a critical response, in which

the analogy was drawn with losing one. toe

“after another on thé operating table, or even

more horrendous,’ suffering the infamous

‘death of a thousand cuts, Clearly, each of us
Teacts to tax: increases.in a differerit-way,

and thank heavens we have vehicles like

THE News to pass on our views.

45¢ a week a modest cost for Brown Property
But the fact remains-that the tax cost of

the Brown Property purchase is about 45

‘cents per week; hopefully, payment of such

a modest amount would be somewhat less ;

painful than going under the dreaded sur- |

geon’s knife.

- “Howard Perrigo '
“2 ¢. 2000 Qualicum,Beach
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But for a few finishing

touches, the Beach Creek

Improvement Project is com-

plete — and the Qualicum

Beach Streamkeepers say that

should mean a return of coho;

chum and. other fish to the.

waterway.

As well, the Old Dutch

Inn will no longer have the

creek running beneath its

foundations, and the residents

of Elizabeth Avenue will have

their neighborhood back to

themselves.

Construction on the pro-°

ject began Jast September,

after the Qualicum Beach

Streamkeepers obtained a

$76,000 Environment Canada

EcoAction 2000 grant to

enhance the creek .as fish

habitat.

The Town of Qualicum

Beach participated i in the pro-

ject, as well, given. that the

stréam had created drainage

problems around the area of
Elizabeth Avenue and Memo-

rial -Drive, actually passing

directly beneath The Old
DutchJnn.

“The: object was “to take
' care of the drainage problem

: and enhance, fish habitat at

the sanie-time,”. saich Teunis

2.6 200

QUALICUM BEACH MAYOR Teunis. Westbroek (right):and.Quaticum Beach Stream;

Westbroek, mayor «of
Qualicum Beach. -

The re-alignment . of

Beach Creek includes new

culverts with offset baffles,

set up like ‘staggered ladder

rungs, which create turbu-

lence in the water and give

fish the opportunity to-rest. on

their. journey upstream. -The

baffles also create habitat for

the invertebrates that -consti-

tute food for the fish.

“We’re looking for signifi-

cant.increases in the: numbers. :

keepers representative Faye Smith pose on the.

underwent an enhancement project with the ho|

coming back. in the:fall,”:

Faye Smith, of the Qualicum

Beach Streamkeepers. “It’s

just. great to-see this being: a

Productive stream again.”

’ Smith says the. salmon

would.come up. Beach Creek;

through-the golf course and

into:the sheltered waters of

‘the Brown property, where

they would spawn in the hos-

pitable habitat there.
And. Westbrock says the

May : 19 opening.” ‘of anew

exceed

Qualicum Beach Authorization ee No,
583, 2000, which. would: allow. .the Town. to,

re purchase’ approximately
15.5 acres (6.3 hgctares),of, land. common.
knowntas the Brow! ‘property. under the. fol;
lowing ‘conditions: *borrow fto“more “than
$840,000 with a repayment .term not to

$908; A6'
fi

trend tliat saw the décim: ion

ee nw prone

hi Cree! « The ¢re

“We“are reversing the

of many fish bearii

and fish stocks. ont :

look at the

of Qual t

of it is a fish

ter make sure”

» Rassdge.” 4



: voters that we cant afford $25 per year (and that is th

VIEWPOINT NEWS. 66.2000.

received this letter: recently via-e~ ‘ail Its semis someone
out there ‘has an ‘opinion that Aewspaper. columnists ~
should not express opinions on issues in ‘their community, -

Before-I express an opinion on the June 17 Brown

Property loan referendum, I felt our readers mighit like to 1

get a look at this interesting slant on freedom of expression. - ‘

Te was titled Dirty Pool, -

“Dear editor. It is-unlikely that expressing distinet editorial

on the acquisition of the Brown property is tlegalper sé, but. as

are, I am told, a Qualicum resident with a vested interest t: ‘abel
to acquire or-not, your aoe pre acquisition comments are Teg than.

]

your me rtcheged editorial views on:the
Brown property out of THE. NEWS

after. the referendum bas been put to bi
Neil re

” Jeff Vircoe. - :

‘Beach that T feel:totally comfortable i in
expressing my opinion on the matter of the Browat Property.
This paper has run many letters from both sides of theissue

Many people in out community | have rightfully expressed: and:
will continue to express their opinions on our pages. Dialogue is
a good thing Lsay. To,tell the local paper to muzzle itself is‘:

ridiculous,‘In fact; 1 believeit would: bé unethical to say nothing
So, for whatit’s ‘worth, my: opinion-as a-résident and as'a/:." |

columnist is‘we should buy, the 15:acres which buffer'the-jui -

35.acres. One bécause’of the potential. for blowdown; which: ~.
could: negatively affect the’survival'chances ofthe old-growth. -
trees in the 35'acres. Two because i itis the right thing to do.” 4

For me it is that simple. _ :

Li year,.we. taxpayers purchased a fantaétic park in the 35
5 ‘now is akin to buying fancy furniture

fora paper mache house. Build the-walls for heaven’s-sake..:.>
Sure we.could say no to the Brown Property Preservation. ~

Society, force thern to buy what they can with the : money. they

have raised, let the developer clearcut thé vast majority. of that,

land and-hope the blowdown theorists-were wrong:

“Are you willing to roll the dice?
Having walked the adjoining property with long time

groundskeeper Fran Lacey, I have‘seen the: stumps created. by .. if
blowdown. believe not purchasing the remdiniing'15 acres is.

too great a risk. I-won't roll the dice uriless'you.democtatical-: |
ly order me with a No vote on séfefendumd
It is all well and-nice for-the No side to-attempt to.tell our’

case scenarid) but frankly, for such a legacy’ int downtown
Qualicum Beach, I say we can. It remains my opifion

.- tight thing to do is to save our land from develope!

possible, so the future inhabitants of this unique co

have something other than conéreté and lamp posts: to lédkeat.

There is plenty of land:to build fancy houses on:inside our’
boundatie¥ other than that lush, sensitive anid, Piet: visibl

| cel of land known as the Brown. property.” ...-
Dont or trees. On June 17, you make. the call.
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erendum information

meeting May 25.was

very informative.

The town staff

explained the “whats and.
wherefors” and the councillors |

gave us their views.. I was

especially disappointed in -

Coun. Scott Tanner’s remarks.

Mr. Tanner sure did a com- -

plete turn around since he was

elected. I hope it is an about-

face and not a deliberate “lie to:

get elected”.

We all remember that Coun. -

Tanner repeatedly assured the

electorate (at campaign time)

that he would hold the line on

taxes and advocate fiscal

responsibility and NOT spend

any tax dollars towards the

purchase of the remainder of

the Brown property.

Well, he has certainly

‘apology ‘and that you should,
: now on, stand by your.”

wait until the next-election. :
‘As fot my statement that

‘evening, I want to make-sure

iq proposed. The cost of bor-

“rowing $840,000.at today’s

|
is an-outrageous amount-of-

a necéssity!!).

225, I have a solution —

- dum, the debt burden is not

he Brown Property ref- “Qualicum Beach electorate an

and promises.” If you |:

it to change your tune; then

that everyone understood what

rates will generate an interest
‘bill of over $410,000 in the 15

—

éar ‘installment period. This

interest to. pay and about half -
- of the cost for the new firehalt |

i.” Each ratepayer’s portion-of

st the price (without interest) i is

"" Solution 225. We, as voters,
defeat the upcoming referen-

the. option property.
“Now, I ami not naive, I know

that some people will"iét pay

this money voluntarily, but,,1

expect that other residents. will

offset their portion. I know |

_ that some businesses and indi-

vidyals who may not own

property in Qualicum Beach

‘. but recognize the value-of the

“ purchase will gladly fork over

“some money.

“This fund raising effort ;

would be a big Job but we can ;

do it without paying one penny j

: in interest
. if we’re aittle short

, Of «fonds well we can always”
"purchase a big portion of the”

property. I know this will’;

work! Just give ‘it achiancet’
Denyse Widdifi

!.. acceptable,

Then, between now and,
August 1; each of the 3,64

changed his tune or is experi-. ~

encing a memory lapse

because he is all for additional

tax money being levied to pur, | Tatepayers dfop off'a cheque"
chase the remainder of the for $225 to the Brown Property :
Brown Property. Coun. Fanner | | Preservation Society (I’m sure
I think that you owe the ; you can use your credit-card)

who will issue you a charitable —

_ Qualicum Begch 4

de. 2) ;

Brown meet was good .
Editor, the Morning Sun: 2.6,2000 |.

After leaving the Qualictiin Beach meeting ‘Tegaiding |. As I see it, if it was just about taxes.and aney, “it :
the Brown property, I felt very optimistic about the | would not have even come.to the: point. of referendum.
upcoming referendum.

Both sides were given time at the mike to-state their i

views. :
Those for the purchase voiced their opinions on the 2

tights of nature, the need for not disturbing the existing

eco-system and the correctnéss of preserving our heritage:

for upcoming generations. And of course, this is our Jast

chance. Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever!

Those against the purchase stressed the danger:of

overextending the budget to. purchase property that

would not be worth the purchase price. And of course, the

purchase would create lost taxes. ,

| $110, 000 in donations already collected. T es
not t be pursued if the. referendum fail:

palatable to ‘all Qualicum: Beach taxpayeré:,
‘Whichever way you feel, get out: and vot

last. chance to voice your opinion on the Brov

issue: ~

Paul Ryniak ney



At One time, it was probably, the-custom,to:tor..
ture people who disagreed with the prevailing:
tics. In many places, ‘it. still
societies.don’t do it any more jis.
‘Screams of pain resulting: frot [
some of.the listeners feel-bad.

We try not.to steal from each.
ish the people who do. (some of th
because, getting stolen from makes thé.

M.S. “El; 2000

People who argue ‘for jus ce, deionstiate for: 4
peace, insist on similar rights for everyone, try to
protect-the environment.or get involved: in any:of
dozens of other.concerns are often said by. their
Opponents to be acting. on-emotion. ,~ ..... :. i) rationality

Very true. And-your point is?::... “ty: to feel.
For teasons'I fail, to “understand, most- aft ‘us [ ‘teniai

have bought. the idea that: emotion and logic. are
opposites. In most fields of discourse, -all-you have

to-do in order'to demolish someone’s.arguments is
to label them emotional, and therefore.not to:be | | of feelings, i

. taken seriously. ‘i ‘| have a placé-to
It’s too -bad this notion. is so widespread , ; abused. -

because very. few human beliefs are mote drratio al.
than this one... .

Think about it. What’ would mankind's logical ,
societies be like if they. were actually built 6n logic, .
and not feeling? The reason.we have tules, sand. |
what we like to think is an orderly civilization, ‘is. |
because of emotions; oy,

socially unacceptable nd: Suiiglequent
-The wean ng thing is tha’

Onally created. a

ALG)

Decision to pre eserve an. important one
BROWN PROPERTY CONSERVATION IMPORTANT FOR NOW, AND FOR. FUTURE

As the fate-of the Brown property will soon be became less imposing. The decision that the taxpayers:of |
decided, we would like to give our perspectives as chil- Qualicum must make is an important one} to presetve-this~
dren who have grown up living beside this valuable piece pristine piece of forest means deciding to-conserye a little.

of land. : piece of what drew many of us to the island in the first
Nine years ago our family bought-a‘house in Qualicum place: the beauty of nature. We feel that preserving this

Woods, and we began spending our stimmers hére in land is crucial,:not only because we want future genera-
Qualicum: At that time, the Brown property was a large tions to be able to enjoy it as well, but because we. have
pristine piece of land where we spent many hours éxplor- _ the opportunity to make a statement about our societal

ing. The stately: trees, and the amount of wildlife kept us ~ values. Conservation is important tous, and we are'com- |

busy each summer; - mitted to the concept, and to this land. ws :

Four years ago, our family moved here permanently, -We hope that the Brown property is rescued from.

and we became aware that every year the property was Fectormee :

Katya, Stephen, and Tony Butiner:Schnirer, |getting smaller. This. saddened us greatly, as the fre- «

quency with which we saw deer decreased, and the woods | Tepe” Ages 17, 15 and I Es i
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FEARED ETS COVE OO ES

Gib, 2000

- continuing:saga ofthe -||*

=.reporter_ quotes ‘Mayor. “| ||:

-Teunis Westbroek-as *. *

>saying “and:‘T wilkes ~

_ ‘personally pay the:

$225 right— after -

. WHICHEVER way i

“sumably with:a: nar-

~water referendum :

«where a 60-plus per-

“ Gentage rejection,

“anda $6-million

future obligation by

_ enough divisive fee

Inj your r front.
article, THE WEEK:

ENDER June 2, on-the ° ‘|!

Brown property, your ||!

the referendum

“Warning ‘bells ane 3 :
souriding! Does this. :
“mean that he intends:

row. 3- 2 ‘council. vote), .

if such is the referen-

dum result? me

Shades of the bulk.

nevertheless, was con-

verted into a “yes”

the council of the-day.

Mayor Westbroek :

would be well advised. |;

to refrain from any -. *

interference with ref-

ereridum result- :

whichever way it...

goes. Even if it.turns.

out to be an imprecise —

50-plus percentage’:

there is. already: .. “

ing in town without

adding more fuel'to

the fire. wo

- RM Horner .| |

Qualicum Beach

UF ()

24. 0.)

| Opportunity to save

this forest
ast! Sunday. ‘as we walked
through thé. Brown property,

my husband and T spotted a

: + pileated woodpecker in-’' the trees.
adjacent to the: trai].and just bélow
“the woodpecker was’ a himming-
bird near a bush: These two Species

are a small répresentation ofall. the ‘

living créatutées inthis unique forest

ecosystem. This ‘chance encounter

with them: reminded: us: of

bt

eee
IS priceless
ing for subdivisioit hotises:above us
and:.the. development : of the Jots

around our place?:In saving the

Temaining ‘portion ‘of the Brown

property we-have a chance*to ‘set

aside a large piece of:1irban /prop-

erty, which will help prevent: -the

fragmentation of habitat that “has

driven many: bird species. (and. other

species) out of-our back yards!

*The:.opportunity.::to. savé:. this

property: so: that future; -generations

can View®these bird - species. and

other livi g creatuies is priceless. It
would. be..“fiscallyfresponsible”. if
we'deny them thi, pitt ote Aes on
the June 17 ‘refe endum : |

Arine Wilson \
Qualicum Beach
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In response to the letters submitted by people who can-..not understand the reasons we need to buy the BrownProperty as a natural green belt in our community T mustprovide my opinion. I feel sometimes it is riecessary to ~-give, in whatever way you can, to ensure Qualicum Beachwill continue to bea place we can. be proud of.By adding:this unique and centrally located park typeland ag another positive community feature we would-gainsomething our future generations will be grateful for years.to come. Without this kind of foresight would there be, Stanley Park ... Beacon Hill Park ... Qualicum’s valuable.public beach: front?-Not likely!This is.a'small price to pay for'a legacy that will outlive“us all.Avoiding spending more money is a valid concern formany already stretched to the limits financially. This is riot| a “Fast-Ferry Deal”; your money will be spent well to help
government:

for preseérvatio

28 pPeg oo es vySee Bia 2 go Gis on a8» a nes EpBS. 8 BES & eeBe ees 4.5 2Ore Bk a 3.Bao PEG SE Se: E #,282 2 BE 8 Eo 8 83 y.2— g's Se‘Eas goe8 goes B waeSpibogg Eas} eeJA 5 Sg. 8 oe partOB Oo BEB oe gee28 £325 oe 22a RsBy BSseeee° 8Os GeES&oam &, ob:fast cat’ deal .@ Qualicum’s beauty and reputation.as. a place :will want to visit supporting one of our primary jies with dollars our local merchants: rély on. It willgeome part of the package which keeps our-local;econ-.my strong, providing a pleasant place to live, stimulatingpain will provide enough long term gain to‘be beneficial.Help our community grow the right way, piece-by piece.. Please do what you can for our future generations, as ourpredecessors have done for us! :As an Area G resident, not able to contribute with mytaxes, [have elected to donate my taxable equivalent -through the Brown Property fund whichis open for anyconcemed citizen to use as a method of giving to yourcommunity. ;Gary NeilsonNEWS Wo X000 French Creek house construction and other services. I-say:this short term 1"
| ment of the award...

said the-organiza-
is.-delighted: Environ:*

ment Minister Joan Sawicki-

: ‘abig part.of this,

saw fit-to. recognize the: -

““saciety’s:preservation

efforts.-

leased by.Tnformatien -



Brown socie
he"

Efforts ‘to preserve the Brown

‘Property have been noticed further

afield than. Qualicum Beach's bound-

‘ aries. :

:

A Ministry. of: Environment
“award was presented: to: the Brown
‘Property: Pieservation Society on

“Thursday, for excellence in steward-

-ship-and- protection and enhance-
nent of B:C.’s environment.

‘Society, president Jack Wilson

was in:the Victoria legislature on

.Thursdaysto ‘hear the Announcement

“and: teceive-the award: fromthe envi-
Tonment mi listery: ‘before attending a

dinner at Government House.

‘It is gratifying to be recognized

«By Valerie Baker, {06,2000 for community service, and the: soci-
ety appreciates: being nominated’ for

the award. by. the chamber of com-

merce,” said Wilson.

“The. award is the result of

countless hours of work. by.executive

members of the society over the past

four years:in-raising-funds and public

awareness. The work-of. past: presi-

dent Chris Leé in acquiring the first

35-acres is an important part’ of this

award.”

The Brown Property Preservation
Society was one of 39 applicants. in

the community/non-profit organiza-

tion category - for which two awards

were given:

“The [Society] exemplifies what

ty honow
“canbe dccomplished when a: group
of people work together toward..a

common. goal,” said ministry com-

munications co-ordinator Chatmane

Edwards:

“This non- profit organization,
recognized the ecological value of a:

parcel of forest land. slated;for devel-,

opment, and for-the past four’ years’

has worked to raise money-to acquire. -

part of the forest a asa natural park,’

shesaid.

“They continue to: Taise: public
awareness/and: funding to: purchase:

the remaining:six hectares.In the}
future, the society: will participate in

“managing the public park and-orga-

nizing the development of its trails.”

_Tfyou go out in the woods today
‘By ADRIENNE MERCER :

NEWS REPORTER F.b- 2000

’ Politics aside, the Brown property is a
perfect place to ‘spend a summer’s.after-

“noon,

Brown Property Preservation Society _:
director Keith Smith hopes Qualicum

Beach residents will do just that on.

_ Sunday, when thé group holds’an‘old-fash-
ioned family picnic from 1 p.in: to 4 pam. «

“I can remember going. to big family

pienics 50 years:ago, and I hope that’s ~

what this will be like,” said Smith: “We're
” trying to make it as non-political and low-
key as we can .... win or lose, this is still a

beautiful park for people to‘come and
enoy.”

Seventeen artists will situate throu shout
“the park, painting:and sketching while
passersby stop to enjoy their-work: The

Island Baroque Trio will also perform, tak-’

ing advantage of the property’s outstand- -

ing acoustics.

“We're happy to play at -the picnic}: o; [the
Brown property] i is something closeto all

of our hearts.” said Faye Smith, who plays

harpsichord with the trio. The other mem-

bers of the group are violinist Marjorie — -
Koers, and Gigi Obradovic, who plays

Tecorder. .
Baroque music dates back to the Period -

between 1600 and 1750. : 1

“We have quite.a lot of Celtic barogise
in our repertoire,” Smith said. “Now wes.

just pray for sunshine,”

People of all ages are invited to bring
along lawn-chairs or a blanket, pack some

sandwiches and join in the fun at the rid-.. “!

"ing ring and stable area of the.park..Coffee

day.

There will be guided touts of. the prop-
erty’s nature trails, or picnickers can stroll:

them on their own: Last weekend, sdciety- |

president Jack Wilson marked a new trail’ “

which stretches diagonally through.the 15-.:

acre option property, showcasing many of:

and-juice. will be available throughout the :
“|

its 300-year-old trees.

. “We're hoping to make it a ‘fun day’ for.
everyone,” Smith said, ““You-don’t have'to~ *
put any money. in a slot; dust come-and:
enjoy.” |

If the weather is uncooperative’ on !
Sunday, the picnic will be postponed to i

June 18. mo
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will vote in the referendum.

oo
‘to-the Brown Property Preservation Society toward ‘the |
purchase of the 15-acre portion, listed for salefor :

By Valerie Baker

A-record number of 405 Qualicum Beach residents

cast ballots at the first-advance poll for the Brown

Property referendum, Wednesday at the civie-centre.

“This was an incredible number of:people,” said

deputy chief elections officer Sandra Keddy. Pa

“It was more than the total number of ‘voters in ‘the

two advance polls in the previous municipal and run-off

elections,” she said. “The good turnout is an obvious indi-

cation of the importance of this issue in the community.”

The referendum will determine whether residents .

wish the town to borrow an amount not exceeding

$840,000 to ‘purchase the remaining 15-acre portion of |

the Brown property.

Specifically, the referendum ‘asks: “Are you in favour |
of the council adopting Town of Qualicum Beach

Authorization Bylaw No. 583.2000 which would allow the.

town to borrow money to purchase approximately 15. 5

acres (6.3 hectares) of land commonly known as- the
Brown property under the following coriditions: borrow

no more than $840,000, with a repayment term not to

exceed 15 years, and repay the principal.and interest of :

. the amount borrowed by levying a parcel tax each a year | “of
a maximum of $25 pet parcel.”

Council members temain split on which way they
StS. 10-6.2000.

Mayor Teunis Westbroek said ‘he will vote yes in the |

teferendum, using the rationale that “the challenge of any‘:

town is to have a vision for a-better place ... taxes will go

up anyway with residential growth, but if we'buy it we
have an‘asset.”

Coun, Anton Kruyt will also vote yes, even though he
decliried to.share his views at the recent public informa- |

tion meeting. “My philosophy is that it’s a voluntary issue

and shouldn’t be mixed in with other town business, suclt
as building roads,” Kruyt said.

Coun. Scott Tanner will also vote yes, while both "|
: coun, Marlys Diamond.anid coun: Scott Rodwa have
both previously stated why: they. will vote no:

-To date,’ $120, 000 has-been raised through do} tions

$910,000. The donated funds will purchase 12 ‘Per celit ‘of
the 15-acre property in-any-case. ~

If the referendum. succeeds, and the town loans the |
money to buy the 15-acres,-around $50,000 of the donat-

ed funds will be applied to offset the interest on the Joan
for the initial period, before the*parcel tax: coul

applied on January 1, 2001, said Westbroek. Mog

The-second advance poll will be held from 8 a.m::to.8:

Pp. m. on June 14 at thé-civic centre. The Teferendumitself

is scheduled for the same e hours and Place on June 17.

Voter tu turnout
big for Brown

advance poll

say Yes v

to a rare

opportunity

to preserve

a LEGACY of

our cormmunity

for future

generations.

dune 17

Referendum Vote |

_ Qualicum Beach Civic Centre -



Referendum

signals unclear

‘in last week

rown picnic all wet
RAIN CHECK CHANGES EVENT TO THIS SUNDAY:
By ERIN FLETCHER

NEWS.REPORTER 13,6,20C0

The events and performances will -
remain the same which include seventeen ji

artists painting and sketching throughout

Uncooperative weather conditions post- the park, music by the Island Baroque Trio

poned the Brown Property Preservation

Society's old-fashioned family picnic last _ trails which showcase many of the 300- — |

Sunday.

“Tt was very cold (Sunday),” said Leo

_ and guided tours of the property’s nature

year-old trees.

Families are invited to come down with

Klees of the Brown Property Preservation a blanket, lawn chairs and sandwiches to

Society. enjoy the natural beauty of the park. The -

“Not much good for picnicking weather.” picnic will take place at the riding ring

The picnic has been re-scheduled for

this Sunday, June 18, from | p.m. to 4

p.m. on the Brown property in Qualicum

_ Beach.

June 17 results anyone’s guess

By ADRIENNE MERCER

News REPORTER ~ Bi 200
An overwhelming turnout in the June 7

~ Brown property referendum advance poll
has key players wondering what to expect.

Qualicum Beach’s deputy administrator

Sandra Keddy said 405 people voted in last

Thursday’s poll, but that doesn’t necessari-

ly guarantee a high turnout June 17. '

“Until the actual day I would say it’s

anyone’s guess,” she said. :

The outcome of the vote is no clearer,

" even to those who have been heavily
involved. with campaigning. .

“Tt’s very significant but nobody seems

to know exactly what it means,” said

Brown property Preservation Society presi- .

dent Jack Wilson. “We’re not sure whether

it’s good or bad [for us], but it reflects the

interest in the Brown property in the com-

munity.” -

Councillor Scott Rodway, one of thé

loudest voices on the No side, said he has-

n’t been able to get a feel for how the vote

will go. :

“J think everyone should get out and

vote and that will determine the outcome.

Don’t sit home on Saturday,” he said.

The second advance poll happens

Wednesday, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the

Civic Centre. Referendum day is June 17. -

and stable. Coffee and juice will be avail-

able throughout the day. 7

For more information please call Klees
at 752-6432.

~ 3#No more subdivisions —
Editor, the Morning Sun: HAG - 1000

Iam 12 years old and soon I am going to be sur-

rounded by subdivisions, and not the wonderful forests

that have been around me my whole entire life. In the

past few years, people have been cutting down many trees

and tearing down all-of the beautiful plant life surround. ,

ing District 69. ; es

Yreceritly went for a walk in the Brown property
Qualicum Beach and was amazed to see that we had so

- many old-growth fir, cedar, Sitka spruce and Douglas fir

tight inside a town.

If they cut it all down, it will be gone forever. Please

~ “save these trees so I will have somewhere to go that's

beautiful like where I am going now.

Would someone please vote yes for me because I can’t

vote. ,

Fiona Fraser

Qualicum Beach :

We can’t afford not t
' Editor, the Morning Sun: | t. & 7.000 .

This letter is directed to the Qualicum Beach property

owners who remain undecided on the Brown property

issue. :

! In the days before the vote, please take time to visit

* our town hall. At the top of the stairs there is a large aerial

' photo showing clearly the importance of the property. It

' 4s our only large, centrally located, treed area.

Our town is spreading quickly and so are the areas to

_the north and south of us. The green buffer zone along

the new highway is thinning rapidly. Eventually, heaven

forbid, we will end up as part of a heavily occupied strip

all along the eastern coast of Vancouver Island.

Hindsight is usually marvellous. The question isn’t

whether we can afford to purchase this property, it’s

’ whether we can afford not to.
Angie Price

___ Qualicum Beach ; a

&
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i By Valerie BakerQualicum. Beach: mayorcoun. Scott Rodway’s opinionson the Brown property referen-dum. ss,Rodway-hotly opposed the:town's decision to hold a refer-‘meeting, saying the issue was{ “emotional rhetoric.”= Westbroek told the Morningj Sun Rodway’s reasoning for noti proceeding to referendum wasQB voters |wW igs

as &

bb

; Teunis Westbroek has criticized.ndum at the May 1 council -j

A

{
:ll have -based on “seriously.flawed assumptions.”Rodway had previ-.ously stated there is notisk of blowdown if theproperty is developed,and disagreed the proper-ty is an old growth forest.

“I see trees, but Idon’t "see old trees,” .Rodway had said.Westbroek referred toforester Ed Hughes’report, which describes|

vt

=

voters of Qualicum Beach now have a

After all the weeks of debate, the ~~

chance to tell their councillors how “ty and 100: 7 the’ property the most important oneas “rare. and. Qualicum Beach residents willipriceless,””: face,” said Westbroek. “The deci-with 92: old" sion we make on June 17 will:gtowth trees ©:_on the proper-. legacy or destroy: more of‘trees. which ;* riature’s beauty.”
‘show |‘ old.: Acknowledging those who‘growth char- » disagree with the proposed pur-teristics. “~" chase of the Brown property,"4 believe’ Westbroek said “I salute thosethis:issue may;:, who disagree passionately orprove to be © otherwise with my support of“Is this final 15 acres of the Brown "ge

's grandchildren?

" property a'priceless ecological gem,

* Or are there already enough parks

. in Qualicum Beach and the immedi-

ate area, and do the taxpayers already

contribute enough dollars to maintain’!

them?

that must be saved for our grandchil-

they feel about the town buying the

dren

test of the Brown property.

iy

at the civic cen-

tre), voters have ample opportunity to {

answer that question.

With an advance poll today and
the referendum on Saturday (both

A referendum is one of the most

democratic features in our political

about the issue, make sure your vote

‘system. Regardless of how you feel

isn’t wasted. -

from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m have considerable:impact on the. .community. We can protect this~ zes Brown'vote oppositionthis land purchase. As mayor,

I’m glad we have residents likeFrank. Horner, Denise Widdifieldand Pat Hadley.”Westbroek referred to histwo elections campaigns whenhe stated he believed in fiscalresponsibility, referenda formajor capital projects and pro-tection of the environment.“That has not changed,” he said.‘At Monday’s council meet-

ing, Rodway's negative vote togo to. referendum was recorded.



,. Brown cost too high
(2) Editor, the Morning Sun; (4, & .Agco

~ Since 1997, Qualicum Beach taxes have gone up
$300, roughly $100 a year. Now add on the cost of the 15

acres (forget the educated estimate of $25 as quoted. It

will be at least $100 a year to cover the loan, enhance-,
ments, maintenance, vandalism, what have you). ' |

Your taxes will be going up a minimum $200 a year
for the next 15 years, not counting in other unrelated

costs along the way like proper sidewalks, a hospital and

services. Our taxes in park-like Qualicum Beach are neatly

_ at a par with places like Qak Bay and Vancouver.

“The ecologists of today are becoming sharper than
the sleight of hand artists of old. Their advertising cam

paign, exaggerated stories of “old growth forest,”. inducing}
feelings of. guilt.or-sentiment “for our great-grandchil-;

dren,” and finally :bludgeonirig.and whining their way)

- into draining the taxpayers for $483, 826 for the first 35:
“acres.

* Let's'take'stock of parks in this area, We have @ beauti}
ful park’ Ss. Milner’s place at no cost to us, we have!
the newly acquired Brown’s Park and another park off

Second Avenue. We have Cathedral Grove, Cameron Lake,

Little Qualicum Falls Park 10 minutes away, and let’s not}

overlook the lovely beach area. We have more bike/walk-

ing trails throughout Qualicum than sidewalks. : anaes

‘A month ago it;was said in the American Times maga-~
” zine that “our biggest. threat lies to the north, because

they ate'so passive:”) 3". ie i d
“#0 *Let’s not be so passive. Let's not throw the cat’ another
canary at a-cost of $909,826, making it‘a real total: of:

$1,393,652 to. the Qualicum Beach taxpayers. We have

‘already given: them n $483, 826. They: already have their’

3

R&R WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2000

Vote. yes. ink
. referendum

we

Editon The Morning Sun: jt 6 ote
. For some time, I have been’

encouraging people to support the
purchase of the additional a

} of the Brown property. ; :

On Sunday afternoon, June 4, |

-we went for a walk through the

! property. We encountered several

groups who were enjoying the

| peace and -wonder of the forest, 'as”

we were. :

’ They all seemed to be of the’

opinion that the small addition to"
Four yearly taxes was well worth the |

available for everyone to enjoy. 2:

It’s true that there are stumps

and fallen trees, but don’t you

i a,good example of how :

- mowers buzzing would destroy
peace that we all seek at times.

eee to their yearly taxes.
| This. amouiits to the sum of a little

‘do we spend at the.
: festaurants, for the”

r,' or perhaps the garden |

. shop on. anguals that die at the end |

: of the season, in comparison to: $25,

on trees and fauna that last for gen-,
erations?

How many of us spend hu
dreds 4 year on travel? ~

As we were about to leave from.

our walk, a deer stepped out on.

Chester Road to view us on his way"

to the forest, There could soon be a
| house and fence there; $25 you say?

¢ Count us in.

Nancy McMillan

Qualicum Beach

a

67a
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‘and elitist and the pre-"

“.dictable ‘letter that the '

“would suggest adding a,
~ modest sum to the pro-

. . posed amount the town ”

‘ élubhouse) ani
Then’ we can ;
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Editor, the Morning Sun: —
In a recent public meeting

about the Brown property, my

question about taxes did not get

answered. How much would the

other costs to taxpayers be for

: servicing development on the
' Brown property, which are not

included in the calculations

made by the town?

New houses need new

schools, they need expansions

and upgrades of the sewage

treatment plant, and they will

force us to connect to the

Arrowsmith Water (chlorina-

tion) plant, a roughly $6 mil- |

lion involyement which was

already rejected by the voters of

Qualicum Beach in a referen-

dum.

Other large capital projects

like the three - no, four - no,

five-million dollar ring road are

1 buy a wise investment
only necessary if

Qualicum Beach

chooses continued

‘growth. Does a tax

dollar’. to - the g

province hurt less |

than a tax dollar

to the town?

If you look B

around this J

province, often

the highest tax

-Tates are associated

with the highest

average growth rates. Also, in 69

case studies in 18 states of the

cent more than the revenues

received.

In a third example, when

my home was annexed by the

town of Qualicum Beach, my
taxes increased by over 300 per

USS., the average housing subdi-...

vision costs taxpayers 15 per -

cent, even though I

still have to maintain

,toad, sewage and

» garbage services on

my own, at my own

cost. Growth here

has been among the

fastest, so why are

a Qualicum Beach

| taxes not lower?

Almost all of our

*, old’ Douglas fir

forests have been

removed, along with

salamanders, salmon and owls

(several kinds of owls are threat-

ened cr endangered on

Vancouver Island).

.‘ Thest ecological communi-

ties havé been replaced by hous-

ing subdivisions, traffic, pollu-

tion, unemployment, crime,

scattered families and broken,

nities. Has this strategy

given us lower taxes or a K..22r

quality of life? Check out the

statistics for yourself.

The fate of the Brown prop-

erty is your choice, yours and

mine - I would not want it any

other way. Paying tax dollars to’

buy back development rights

which were granted for free by

an earlier council is not sustain-

able. .
But, in this case, if we look

at what unique protected like

the Brown property have done

for the economy and tax bases —

of other towns and regions,

such as Bamfield, Tofino, Point

Pelee, Mount St.. Hilaire and

Charlevoix, it is probably a

sound investment. It is certainly

a more sane direction.

Ron Buechert

- Qualicum Beach

M.S, if. 6, 2000.

| Maxine | ‘|

Carpenter

“Could we be as-
smart as bears?

-For two contrasting views of international rela-

tions, go to the border between Alberta and

Montana. On one hand is the famous American

ignorance of Canada, the biggest blind spot in the

history of sightlessness. On the other is Waterton-

Glacier International Peace Park. .

When I attended a conference held partly in

Missoula and partly in Glacier, the US side of the

park, I heard a speech by a fine American madman
which nicely illustrated the first attitude.

The speaker served in the Vietnam war and
came back as warped as any veteran of that crazy-

making adventure. Unlike some of them, he has”

managed to express his trauma in a positive way, in

the form of a lifelong near-fanatical commitment
_ | to grizzly bears.

| This man’s speech was a heart-felt plea for

' } preservation of the great bears, whose numbers, he

said, have shrunk to the few dozen remaining i in

North America blessed by breathtaking wilderness | 5 ae
and radiant beauty. rm = =

Thanks to the efforts of Rotary. Internatiotial, it BR, E ee
became an international peacé‘park in 1932, the “SB a
first in the world to earn that designation, and one Bg oa: 3
_ot a few places to be named a World Heritage ‘ie} Bio. = 2
by Unesco. It isn’t hard to see “why the park has ' im Bo 2.
been so treasured by so many people. The dramatic che & o
meeting of ntain range and prairie; the forests 23 aan

1 and mountain meadows jeweled with glowing 8 na Pe 8,
lakes, the explosion of wildflowers and the extrava- ey 3.28

gance of wildlife all help make if as close ‘to heaven Pare. a

as L expect to get. 2.33. : 2g
-An additional asset is perhaps ‘the least known OS &

— the people } rk in the park on both sides ae
of the borde. he biologists, park wardens and 28)

‘involved residents don’t, any more than absolutely Cow
necessary, ask each other about their national affili- &

Montana. 7

' dysfunctional human commu-

Since I was the only Canadian present, there

was no one there to exchange eyebrow-raising

with. Later I mentioned to the speaker that there

are quite a few grizzlies in the park as a whole, and

that probably most bears are not aware of interna-

tional boundaries, so the situation may not be as’

desperate as he thinks.

The speaker greeted this idea as if it had come +
from the mouth of an alien from outer space. My
words had no effect on the American perception of

the border as the end of the known world.

Fortunately for my peace of mind, I had previ-

ously attended a conference in the park, this time

in Waterton, on the Canadian side. The double

park is one of a decreasing number of places in

3 ajdoad ayi:

ation, and they don’t ask the wildlife about theirs. * “qbajord Jo ssauisng eu} TIM Uo 32)
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Time to save a little
Editor, the Morning Sun:

There is little doubt that

» Qualicutiy Beach is one of the most

beautiful places on earth, However,

our graridchildren may not agree.

Urban sprawl is steadily chipping
away at nature, from Victoria to.

Campbell River. The destruction of
natural habitat --.and ecosystems - Se
with species becoming rare, threat-

ened or extinct is now a daily « occur-

rence.

Clearly, if we do riot‘act now, we

will pass on a greatly diminished nat-.

ural heritage to future citizens of this

area. fo. oan
The provincial Ministry. of

Environment and’ Environment

" -Cariada have spent the past:five years
identifying and mapping the sensi-

tive ecosystems: of east Vancouver

Island.

The Brown. propery was-identi-

2.000

_ and significance of this forest. This

. head: forester.of Qualicum Beach-

consume, thé!hatutal wealth:con-

tained in. thé-remaining -15 acres of:

future citi

“a democrati¢ choice 4s*to the future

“is my way of being fiscally responsi-

“ble‘and- socially, responsible,

Mayor salutes his oO

fied as a combination of riparian and
older forest sensitive ecosystem;

There:is no doubtas to the rarity.

has been confirmed by not.only

provincial biologists, but also by the

based Huock Resource Consultants.

» We havea-choieé. Will our single
‘generation ake.thé future.and

Brown property, or start the process

of saving this natural legacy for
?

Providing the, taxpayers “Of.
Qualicum’ Beach the’ opportunity: for

of the last 15acres of Brown property

Scott. ae

pponents.
prove to be the most

important one

Qualicum Beach residents

will face during the next

few years.

The decision we make

[eee this issue may

~ on June 17 will have a sig-
nificant impact on our

community, and‘therefore

it is a decision which

deserves its dué ‘considera-

tion. However, it is also a

very sensitive issue and

one that I hope we all

respond to appropriately.

As in most debates there

| are strong opinions on both *
sides. I salute those who

* disagree, passionately or

otherwise, with my support

of the land purchase. As

Mayor I am glad we have

numerous residents such as

' Frank Horner, Pat Hadley

. or Denyse Widdifield, who

hold their belief about

what is best for themselves

and this Community. We

are fortunate to'live in a

country.where we have the

right to: do so, and. though I

do not interpret the infor:

mation provided with the-

same perspective, however,

I value their points of con-

sideration.

Task all of you to listen

to the opinions, inform

yourself with, the available -
* information, carefully con-
sider. and ther: make your

mark, :

Jn both'my: previous

election campaigns I clear-

ly stated. stéod for fiscal

responsibility, referenda on

major capital-expenses'and

also the protection of our

environment and greening

of our community. That...

poy

has not chariged.

Thé best way ‘to recoti-

cile my desire to protect: -. |
green space and:the sense |

of fiscal responsibility was |

to turn the issue to the

electorate. Through this

process a clear answer to
the question will be voiced

by the people who. live |

here, ‘ i
We face a choice of pro-

* te¢ting:that unique forest “—;

and preserving a legacy for |
others or destroying more.

of nature’s beauty. The © ~

unsurpassed beauty:of our

natural areas has helped:to «

make Qualicum Beach the

charming community that:

has attracted us to live

here. ~

The Brown Property ref.
erendum is not 4 vote or :

decision so much about: }

today as it is about tomor-

row. Potentially, itis the

essence of long-term

ing, the epitome of set

something aside: for

generations. It'is

choice. .
Teunis.

J Oualiéum Beach: |



QB council shows signs of stress as:
referendum debate comes

{6.6, 2000
By ADRIENNE MERCER
NEWS REPORTER

Qualicum Beach’s Mon-

day night council meeting

got off to a heated start -

with a faceoff about the

Brown property.

Councillor Marlys Dia-

mond, who was away for

the May | regular meeting,

suggested changes to the

minutes recorded at the

meeting.

Diamond said after lis-
tening to the tape of the

proceedings, she felt Coun.
Scott Rodway’s lengthy

comments on the loan

authorization‘ bylaw should

be recorded in the printed

minutes, and his votes

Teunis. Westbroek
..SayS Naysayers -

comments have been

debunked |:

against the first and second

reading of the bylaw. -

should also be recorded.

Rodway spoke. force-

fully against the bylaw ”

May 1, telling council the

town cannot afford the

additional 15 acres. He

Scott Rodway.

snobody has said

anything'to make me

think differently ©

said the property is not old

growth, is not necessary to

protect Beach Creek from
runoff and drainage, and is
no more unique than the 35

actes already preserved by

the town. .

Diamond said Rodway’s

speech and No vote should.

be recorded, so in the

future when people look

back at the Brown debate,

they will be able to see.

what he thought.

Coun. Anton Kruyt said

it should be up to Rodway

whether or not'le. wanted.

his vote. recorded, ‘at ‘which :
point Mayor Teunis West- |

broek asked Rodway if he :
would like todo so. Rod-

way asked that his coni- .

ments and vote be

recorded, and council _

passed the niotion.

On Tuesday, Westbroek

said while Rodway’s-coim-

ments will be included in

the minutes, they-will not

be included verbatim. .

“T think he spoke for

about 10 or 15 minutes,”

said Westbroek.

“The main points will

’ be there, but.to record ver-

to end
batim: what people gay. in

“ meetings is just not practi:

cal ..; I think‘some of the

“comments to-rebut:Coun-

cillor Rodway. made’ by

- Councillor’ ‘Tanner.

very valid?”

“Westbroék die
of the comments:

made at the May..1’ meeting :
“havé'siiice been: -*

debunked,” and ‘said ‘co

fe are92 old

growth trees.on’the. site,

and 100 additional trees

with old growth character

istics: . a

. He also'said’ Rodway? s-).
belief that developing the”

15 acres will not ‘cause

© blowdown’on:the'35°:.--

already préserved:is-misin-
formed, and -pointed out

many people have ‘now -

walked the site with forest

‘professionals and have: ’.’

seen evidence of what can“

happen. Es ENE ails

““There’s ‘clearly a risk,” is
said Westbrock: if

Despite'the mayor’s: *

comments; Rodway hasn't -.:

changed his mind‘about his.”

May 1 ‘speech, simular

Qualicum: Beach Chamber :
‘of Commerce’ May ee

“T think my-argumenits

~ Stand == nobody. has: said: '

anything: to make'me think

different,” hie ‘said’ ~~ °

“}-stand by: the forest
being second growth, and’

blowdown is not a,factor. I

think my position:is clear.

Tt remains'a second growth

forest and it’s as clear as
that”.

Tomorrow (Saturday) is
referendum day, with polls

. open from 8 a.m. to:8 p.m.

at the Qualicum Beach. .

Civic Centre.
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; he Brown Property

: Option

Referendum has

received much

“=. press in the last
few months and rightly so.

Rarely has the general pub-
lic been given the opportu-

nity to make the indepen-

dent and individual deci-

sion to vote their opinion in

such an effective way.

Previous councils have had

the vision to make tough

decisions that would not

necessarily have passed by

referendum. For often refer-

endums deal with short

time span perspective and it

can be all too easy to vote

TOMORROW IS BROWN property referendum day.
no.

Past visions have includ-

ed the purchase of the

Memorial Golf Course

Property, the development

- of the sewer system, the

ongoing purchase of the

beach front property, and of

course the Civic Center. All

of these decisions have had

a major impact on the qual-

ity of life that Qualicum

Beach offers us today. Our

present council has decided

that this decision to save

the trees and expand the

park is beyond its mandate,

so the tough decision is

ours. And yes for many is a

tough decision.

It is easy to crunch the

numbers or show potential

gross profits, losses and

expenses. It can be harder

to put a value on expanding

the park Jand and continu-"

ing the vision so eloquently

experienced whenever you

walk the beaches, view the

picturesque golf course or _.
just enjoy the beautiful sur-

roundings of this communi-

ty. :

It is interesting. that the

concern is focused around

costs and payments over. 15

years. Fifteen years is such

a short time when you con-

sider the age of this forest _

and as importantly the

future of this community.

My backgiound is in real ~

estate marketing, negotia-

tion and development. I

believe that the long term

financial viability of our

the future in mind |
: cominunity will be
achieved through the. con-
tinued careful development

of.our district as a retire-

ment and recreation desti-
nation.

It is critical that we plan
for the future. Part of that

planning is to také advan-

tage of unique opportunities

~ that appear. Yes, that,

involves flexibility and

vision.

This option property

should be looked at as an

investment rather than an

expense. It should be

looked at over a'50, 100 or

200 year time. span. This

referendum is about more

than a ledger entry of costs

or a $25 cheque. It is.an

Opportunity for voters in

. Qualicum Beach to reaffirm

the values that brought

them here in the first place.

Yes, it may be a hard deci-.
sion for some, but it is a

decision that must be made.

The councilof Qualicum |
Beach has given you the

voter, the opportunity to

vote Yes to save the trees

and enrich ‘our community

forever. Please vote wisely

with the future.in mind.

lan Lindsey -

Qualicum Beach:

1

More voters. out for round two
MS: o- ao By Valerie Baker -
\t There was an even higher number of voters
in Wednesday’s second advance poll in the
Brown property teferendum, with 516

“Qualicum: Beach residents casting ballots. . :
At the first advance poll, held June 7; town

staff-were surprised at the turnout of 405 -vot-
ers.

“It was extremely busy,” said deputy chief.
elections officer Sandra. ‘Keddy. “I don’t know
why there are such high numbers-in the
advance polls, it.could be a combination: of
interest and the fact that the referendum is
being heid on a Saturday on a summer week-
end.” .

The referendum will determine whether

residents wish the town to-borrow an amount:
not exceeding $840,000 to —purchase the!
Ttemaining 15-acre portion of the Brown: prop-:

. erty, tobe repaid through a paicel tax of either
a maximum of-$25-per year for 15 yeals, or by.
a $225 one-time.payment. |

To date $120,000 has been raised through ;
donations: to the Brown Property:.-Preservation |
Society toward the purchase of the 15-acre por-
tion, listed for sale for $910,000. The donated;
funds-will purchase 12 per cent of the: :1Sace|
property in any case..

The referendum will be held today at the
civic centre — from:8 a.m. to 8 p.m. — and the

result is expected within, 10 minutes of polls
closing, said Keddy. ; |



chose: not to-.link -preservationwith taxation in Saturday’s ref-

= érendurn on the Brown.property.Of the ‘57.7 per cent of eligi-.~

s:ble voters who turned out, 57.7per. cent opposed.the town bor-‘rowing to purchase the I5 acre“would have meant extra:taxationtoa maximum of $25: per: year
for.15 years for Qualicum Beachtaxpayers.
the. run-up tothe vote, Coun:Anton Kruyt is clear about his
disappointment in both the voterturnout and the. eferendumresult. -

ra disitusioned'i in thea atti
tude of the. population, which-has. drastically changed, Ibelieve, over the years,’ he saidMonday.: “There are different
people living in this town ... Iknew it was going to be closedecisive ... and I thought at least70 per.cent would tur out [to
vote]; But that’s the reality of‘life.“We'll see what the Society‘said. “I’m sure they’re working

hard at it.”

Residents voted on ‘whether
they supported the town borrow- ‘Qualicum. Beach residents“option property. A. Yes vote,Though he. wasn’t vocal: in’but I didn’t think it would be this”

.. tect the ‘park,”
comes up with as Plan B,” he -

Teunis Westbroek

.-- Stands by: decision.. | to-go to referendumvoted Yes, whilé 1,688 or 57.7_per cent voted’No.

‘?’'m “disappointed but Inot Surprised — it was a vote fora ‘tax increase not a vote to pro-

said Coun. ScottTanner, who had hoped for a Yes
vote.Tanner, who was present atthe ballot count, described theminutes after the result wasannounced as “spooky.”Brown Property PreservationSociety president Jack Wilsonagreed.

“There were about 40 people
there, supporters from bothsides, and when results wereannounced, there was a stunnedsilence for a minute at least. Ifthere wac a Yee vote there m.

given. as to where the money is
coming-from.”

In his trademark no nonsensefashion, Rodway agreéd.“The decision’s been made

and we can. get on to otherissues.”
When asked: if he would bein favor of the Society purchas-ing the 15 acres through other

means, he said “That’s fine —Ihave no problem with it if the

property is purchased at fairmarket. value.”

-Though’ the. No’ side pre-vailed, Wilson says he. and theSociety “may have lost the bat-tle but we haven’t lost the war.”

. With just under two monthsuntil the Aug. 15. option dead-line, the Society has scheduled a

rally. for Wednesday night at 7p.m. in the old Community Hall,where they invite the public tohelp brainstorm : fund-raising
ideas.“[’'m positive one way or theother we’re going to save a sig-nificant amount of the park,”

said Wilson. :Mayor Teunis Westbroek is a

strong supporter of the rally, andsaid Monday he will put hisshoulder, to the wheel to helppreserve the 15-acre parcel.

‘TY don’t think this is fin-ished,’ he said. “I think thiscommunity still has lots of thatpioneer spirit where they have

big dreams and the strength to
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after a heal j

and opiriion ‘on. beth sic

and a strong-turnout-6

There are two points

the wake of this vote.” “|:

Firstly, nobody. shoul:

grudge. While there wer

moments, it was:all: in th:

making the-public awar¢ ¢

Secoridly, Supporters a ei “ay Mee i
Their dream. was not rej(* ion
the proposal to. have the the property still. two. month

Many people have ali proponents’ aie: x:

donations to the-cause, /. i

we know the cost won't ©

taxes, the ‘wait-and-see’ poss

Qu

get down off the fence a

donation.

‘Saturday
Beach civic c tr

a . Brown Proper

a ‘Jack Wilson Wa:
» Who waited for:

or

' silence for- about’ a minute “when the
“results” were. announcéd,’ aS
Wilson. “It was, like Remembrance -
Day, it was.a sad day.” *

“T-was. naturally disappointed, 1
“think :there’ were-a lot of mis¢conce

Hong labout: the issue]. out ‘there; aN



Picnic spirits high despite referendum results |
By ERIN FLETCHER ~

News REPORTER 26.6 2900

Last weekend’s referen-

dum results - failed to

dampen the spirits of pic-

nickers at’ the Brown Prop-

erty Family Picnic, Sunday.

More than 125 young and

old Brown property, support-

ers celebrated Father's’ Day

while snacking:.on::sand-

wiches,. celery, sticks and ©

growth frees.
“T think (the pienicy was

successful because-“it was

all. about —‘not regimented

or-highly organized ==: but

people. enjoying nature and

visiting,” said Keith Smith,

one of the Brown Property
Preservation Society direc-
tors.

Although the picnic was”

not a: referendum victory.

Celebration, . : community

any. apie came up to ‘a
- sand: ‘offered’ their condo-

lences and ideas (about how

to, raise the, funds),” said

Smith:

acquire most of it,”

“We haven’ t given “up
hope. We want to come up

ith: plan that suits ‘every-

: Faye: Smith, the ‘coordi-
nator:.of the” Qualicum:
Beach Streamkeepers Soci-
ety, is also’ optimistic about

the’ preservation ., of - the:

“remiaining 15 acres.

> "We're. still hopeful te
said

;- Who has: been’ work-

Creek - which? runs: through —
the Brown ‘property:

realize ‘(the : value. of, the

property) until there i
ing“<left,”.. said Sharon
Recalma, a Qualicum, Bay
resident who. was. visiting

the park with her family’on in
“Sunday. ‘

“epien’ they’l

we've made.a mistake

Smith said the.picnic wi

"a great way” for people to get
to know. the park ‘and may

become’ an annual- :

future years.

Preservation: was. impor- ‘|

tant-to picnic participants. 7

typical of what this park is “A Jot ‘of: people won "t |

he question has been asked, the votes counted

and the decision of the people is final; The'15

acres of fat- surrounding the filet mignon is not.

worth the borrowing of nearly-one million dol-

lars — and that is that.

The fat lady has long since bellowed her Vast notes.
“Tra la la la la. So now what? =

‘Tf we are not involved in thé Brown Property.Preservation :
~ Society, as a collective group of souls, we can move onto ; {

i other issues. Laburnum Road will be built and how willwe | ‘

pay for it? Beach Road has tumble-..

weeds blowing actoss its pavement. ©

Gerard Janssen, an NDPer, could. be

‘our next MLA.

If we are involved in the Brown
Property movement, we now. continue
our push to get people to pry open

their wallets and cut acheque and save

as much of that 15 acres as possible.

Attend Wednesday's ially at the com-

munity hall armed with ideas.

For some the next few weeks will be |
‘atime of false pride and ‘J told you so’ smirks and quips. For |

others it will be a tough time of trying to swallow a horsecap

’ sized pill. I feel bad for anyone fitting into those categories.

‘Nowhere in the definition of acceptance will you find the

: word ‘approval’. Clearly you do not have to like this decision.

“You only need to accept it. .

Personally I much prefer knowing that 1,688 souls in this

, community made a decision for the remaining 5,500 of us

_ | than having Tannér, Westbrock and Kruyt or any other triad

i of our council make a call on our behalf.

. | This is democracy and the people have spoken and we

just have to respect that decision as the right one.

AAs a newspaper, we did our best to serve our readers by

“offering all the information available on the matter. A five — |

'-- part series, dozens of stories and letters with quotes, figures |
"and facts. Our reporters worked hard to be balanced and |
t--mobody told me they weren't successful in doing just that. I

!:feel ‘our residents made an informed decision.

+6790 pet cent on the:basis:that'I fear.
the effects of blowdown on, thé-6ld growth:trees living:in-the | |

35. acres we already own, and.10 per cent on the principle

that there are’plenty of other places to: build houses in’ -

Qualicum Beach. es ol

Twas not inthe majority and. Tcan live wit thats -
Surely i itis as important to take.a stand’on/an issue and” |

not be in the:majority.than:to merely sitin the:background -
with all the excitement and fortitude of a vanilla cone. and a
urge people to vote.

This would be a pretty, boring place ifwe all agreed on.
everything. I also believe the Canucks will make the playoffs

next spring. . |

You made the call people and a $7. 7 per cent turnout is
awesome. Way to go all of you who cast a-vote either way.

| And as you can see, the sun did rise on June 18. -

.. Jeff Vircoe



Deadline clock ticking as Brown property supporters plot strat
By ADRIENNE MERCER ;

NEWS REPORTER Tuy & 23, 2000

The Brown Property Preservation

Society collected more than $3,500

Wednesday night, and came up with a”

dry-erase board full of ideas for sav-

ing as much of the final 15 acres as

possible in the next 55 days.

“Mark my words, we’re going to

save some if not all of that park by

Aug. 15,” said Jack Wilson, president

of the society. . .

More than 80 people gathered at

the old community hall to share fund-. -

raising ideas and show support for

preserving the 15-acre parcel. After

opening remarks from Wilson and

Mayor Teunis Westbroek, they broke

into small groups for a half-hour

brainstorming session and later shared -
their ideas.

“This is the Qualicum I know,”
OVER 80 PEOPLE turned out toa brainstorming - session: at: the

aoa town councillor Hilda Community Hall Wednesday Including Mary Parker (L) and Hilda Pe
Ideas range from canvassing outly- Westhbroek, Councillor Anton Kruyt cost residents would have paid:i

ing areas, where residents weren’t eli- and Coun. Scott Tanner have commit- “taxes had the referendum‘ passed me

gible to vote in the referendum, to ted to the project, and will work with - .° “Perry said she’s confident.residents |
contacting celebrities who have con- other elected representatives from can raise enough to. acquire the prop==.:

nections to Qualicum Beach to con- District 69 to gain support, | erty 2

ducting a “media blitz” to raise aware- “ . Over the =

ness and solicit donations. Several narrow down, 3.8 eon + o 4 Rae ae:

groups came up with the idea of hav- . do-able in the 9 ‘bo 4 oT 2 oa & bom 8 49. - Bive’
ing a donations “thermometer” at a second meetit ae Saag 35 8) BG 8 OES pep fat
po Bae ee ee Ke oy pig a BE OAR Ce ae sr ee| QB Saree we yd 2S QPS aH a soa a Fo4 ee Ba oe gS. BS no 8 AD.a gS Abe
(OS BE e -COS 2 ow eg Beso oT SB e255 2 EF SPs

a GEESE Boe as! Sees stat So 2° B88" b oe > oil =
a Ole oO rod 30 & ow a 5 ey oy oes

i eR eos $5 % a, ¢22 Ggaoe- Monte Rea Bee an ies!ae SOD =] eo Dw mom aM Og & o o aye + a oH

[Ssesms Sees SPE ES es sesh 6 Leese se).
(oat aes ‘Sas 06 08'S ao Br aS on ~ ano a! qa ‘

‘ ~~ S we ata! fel wf ood oY © bb ]
Geode SqBSRTAERESPo pe ePesc&s, Gas kwevyoe -
Set gag ~ EG og 9 Pe goss “c au oO ou. 8 og +s1 § x SOS SG SF Oe o O70.09 FSS Ba Ga Bed or o.:
e590 StS A Ou seule aw 5g By BS og & @ 00;

eke S Suspes Bee ee Sass so. wee Shee aE oe
N fees sigegsageceed ster te) Fes es eey: Z 3 2.8 Bee: +

wm ooo a Sele ogi a Fades ov v3 O/B 9° Bee &, dao 8
: : , Q = OR ype ovenmdas6 Oo iO Wi @
wgosod s89H vgs oeORSES vo Poy anaes

wp ese s GENES ET ESE E ES Sey et aheS Ee oe
WIeeea yam es Cele Sseka sss eo eg basa sSBS om ‘Soy ode & & b&b a 8S e Bu:am 6(O 2 8°S Lad o> oO gq Os

A eles ces ge; Has PeelCeS es
an) crm oY o = a paren =)

Qseeneigpekuy ses | seg eden
wae Se ogS3e Va Mega d & #| os oes aga= 9 ous wi es oes lus eg 8 ‘Soop 8 SOE e

SeGR SA kS Po ee bos g| Beleaggdg
aSe8F2 283 2) g8 soe eS@ SGSSZERSSASS Sa goo ;
Oe 2 By ao e| BEGRES Ss

= AR 5, aie =I 6 oof Saou Si
_ Qgeghdy s PF, RE BES o & ep. . a.a6& 288 G8

2 Coy
b we the wmasstne words 0 ,
we 3 :
Zt

not much time to scare up $800,000. A year? Well, that
option has already:come and gone. If anything, that’s the

real loss, not the decision made by the electorate June 17,



sion *
shown by No
Alas, Qualicum Beach

has-just:been denied

greatness; the greatness ~

of a Stanley:Park in .

Vancouver; the ‘greatness

of a Beacon Hil] Park in’

Victoria; the greatness of

High Patk in Toronto; the

“Lack of visio

Park in New York..Gieat ri
cities. and. great parks are .

synonymous: . 1

"In the décades to ,

come; the greatness of.a

- full Brown Park would
have enveloped all of -

greatness of a Central NEY EWS

greatness of a Mount ~ lost, alas.

Royal Park in Montreal; -

“the greatness of a: Hyde "-- oftvision:
Park in London; the R.

. Qualicum,Beach, how

How, ‘Sad, sad i is a lack

Tone 23,6000?
itteniton

‘is appointing but

idemocratic. °

|) That’s the way

tmany folks in. _..°

District 69 feel
‘ ~ about the referendum on
* the Brown'property in

.. years to pay a $840,000-

ain’t over til it’s over””~*

> Qualicum ‘Beach. The tax-
payers of Qualicuin Beach .

. simply don’ t:want:to spend

$25 a year for-the-next.15 ~

loan needed. to ‘buy-the

extra 15.acres of. teBrown =

property: Democracy:has:a:

yoice. It'said “no” in'58 =.

per. cent of the votes. cast: .

But to:hear: some, “it,

Some taxpayers in.

Parksville, Errington, :

~ they-would.cough up their -

Perretreortirretirr errr

; Whiskey Creek i and ~

~ - pristine on

+» project -becori

or Millennium

: tiéns-might look: / 7
the tum of the. century :citi-

Coombs are muimbling that

if they:had a vote, they.

would. save that‘aricient. | -*

forest, becatise, ‘it'would..

benefit.all of. District 69:
In one senisé they.-are-”

- -right: If properly conserved «|
and promoted; theentire: .~

project would -attta visi~ 5

_ tors witha. yearni

zens who made ‘a-small

financial sacrifice to pro- .

vide for the-future. =.”

Well, those ‘who say: *-

tax. dollars; bettér be surei

They-may be asked to ‘put

up or shut up:sooner.than

they: think: There is talk of:

-a fundraising campaign

and/or.some serious arm

” ‘twisting of the: senior levels:

of government to-protect”
the.land from-residential

developers, (By the way,

would all candidates from

this riding in the next fed-

~ eral or provincial election

“please Iet-us know where

they: stand?) ~. ton
” Ah, yes; the s Senior lev:

ridings from E:to-coast.
“What’s:another $840, 000?-

_ That’s only'$56, 000: per’

acre. Heck,-the Feds ques+

tionable HRDC grants have

spent more on golf ¢ cours: .

es!

And this’. _-why’ this is...
~an ecologically. ‘sensitive

. treasure! Tiiterpretive- -walks.
‘through ancient'sitka’.

“spruce; cedars; fir and hem-"

‘Jock! They ‘will provide:- =
won't they? Don’ t bet on it.

There is'a parable from
my Jewish'upbringing that :

seems. to fit here.

A-young woman brings

~home:her fiancée-to meet

"her parents. After dinner

‘the father, wanting ‘to’find:: >>

out inore about his son-in-

law-to-be, invites-him into.
vhis study for-achat,. ©. °

~~. “So, what-are your

plans?” ‘the father, asks the;

young man.

2 "Ppa Torah (bible):
: scholar,” he:replies: ae

Well, that’s. admirable; on
‘but how: will. you be able-to-:

provide a nice house. for:
amy-daughter?”: asks the. :
father. 4 : :

i, aa

om 1 provid

“Twill study,” ‘the § young
: smnan-replies. “And God will i

- provide. for.us.”

“And how will you: buy: ne
her.a nicé engagement ring z

which T-m:sure: you'll .” }

‘agree, she deserves?” asks :
the father. :

“Twill concentrate on:
my'studies,” replies the:
young man. “And God. will

-<provide for-us:*.-.

“And children? How.-..
‘will you support. children?”

.’ asks the father, :

~ “Don’t. worry: sir. God
will provide,” replies, the

. fiancee.
' The. conversation proz:

ceeds like. this.. Bach.timie .”

-the father questions — the

young idealist ir insists tha oy
God will ‘provide: : :

Later-that, evening, > the
-mother disks, “Well, how
did it'go swith our fujure
son- in-law?”



* COMMUNITY NEWS

Brown socie
By Valerie Baker

With a deadline to purchase the

remaining 15 acres of the Brown

property by Aug. 15, money is pour-

ing in from supporters following last

week's failed referen-

go toward. purchasing a portion of

the property: and saving the: trees.

from clearcutting: :

Tax deductible donations’ to’ the

society — rather than the previously «

proposed munici- |

dum.

Around 80 people

attended a rally at the

Qualicum Beach com-

munity hall on

Wednesday to. brain-

storm: fundraising ideas. -

At the end of the |
meeting, the Brow

Property Preservation:

Society was $8,000 clos-:)*

er to its goal from dona-

tions collected that

evening, including:.a

$1,000 donation from

an Eaglecrest resident

who voted No in'the

referendum. This brings

the total donations to4

around $130,000...

“We have 55 days

pal.property tax

increase

means people”

can now receive

an average 40

St.” Andrews’~

Elizabeth: Little-do’

” it's about follow:
until Aug. 15, and mark

my words we're going to save most,
if not all, of this property,” said sdci-

ety president Jack Wilson.

Wilson emphasized however,

that even if all the $910,000 needed

to purchase the complete 15 acres is -

not raised, every. dollar donated will.

ing up: There’s a

contagious: energy: here to ‘reach out
to those who didn’t vote.in favour.’

Let's try'to unify this community.”

The audience then broke into.

groups to brainstorm ways Of taisingTM
funds‘and report their. ideas. A §

ideas were suggest f

plans to publicize.
everyone. who. don

=. the amount. -
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Tourism discus
By Michael Brionés*""

Tourism appears to be high on, the list of

economic opporturities in the Parksville~:.-t

Qualicum Beach area. :

Community representatives expressed this, : =
can resolve some. of the bar

_ Make it longer than necessatyconcern at the Premier’s Summit on. Economic

Opportunity —Island Coast Communities held

Jast fall in Campbell River. ae

Their views were revealed by provine al
ministée&environmentylands-and-parks, Joa

announce the outcomes. from the summit at

the Qualicum -College.Inn-on :

Saturday afternoon. oS (¢4 .
“Tt came:through in spades ~ Crown land is:

during the summit,” Sawicki said.

“Tt was something we've heard
very often and clearly, that they
want to build:eco:tourism in this
community.” ; :

Eco-tourism, Sawicki said; has" :.~

a tremendous future here,. partly’.

due to the Island’s lifestyle and
incredible beauty, and a growing

interest in the green economy.

There has been a rise in people-wishing to: .

start éco-tourism ‘businesses, but most have

been hampered by government ted tape and

municipal regulations. :

Sawicki said developing eco-tourism isa dk
challenging task because of limited Tesources, : ‘1

particularly Crown land.
~ “One of the big areas of concerns, it came:

up at the summit and it came up again today, is::
access to Crown land,” Sawicki said. “Crown

land is probably in greatest short: supply. here

6n Vancouver Island: The competition for the
very small amount of Crown Larid that’s avail-

able is very intense, so there is fristration for

people who are interested in, eco-tourism to get
access to the Crown Land in order to develop

their tourism.”

Sawicki said to help speedup the creation

of new. eco-toutism businesses, the province is

trying to determine ways of removing some of

the barriers that impede economic growth.

One of the initiatives is the recent signing

of a-tmemorandum of understanding between

». ies: for fostering. the -ptes

Sawicki, who flew in from Vancouver to”

ronmentally responsible pract

each of our roles to mak
iers ‘that

to issue tenures,”

“we want.to see if

wicki said,.- -

Sawicki commended: thé Isha

torment-and: the: quality. of lift
are: “thie-basis: for the futur

Island.” * : BORG TF

Sawicki cited’ as.an example tlie

$40,000. being Spent to: create-a ike |
Jane along Stanford “Ave. and“Kelly

St., from Miles St. to Highway 19A.in

#To me this makes‘the commu:

“nity more’ livable, encouraging ‘pe
“Uple to bike to work or bike‘for te

“ations” she said: “An investiie
“"o. that kind ‘of infrastructure

: 
-

's- basically taking thé taxes

that we want to: encourag

job,

jnvestinents —-and putting them on the things;

you want. to'discourage like resource. misuse,

waste and pollution,” Sawicki said... ae

The. summit, initiated by forme:

Dait Miller, was held. to give cortimunit

Port Hardy to Duiican a-chance ‘to

ways’ of taking advantage of sii Economic!

opportunity. ee eee
Other area concerris that-were-raised ‘at ‘the '

summit touched on aquaculturé and shellfish,

industries and the faturé‘of ‘pulp mills in the

area. , |



“ Sometimes you have to pay ‘for atmosphere |
During the seven years I have lived .

in Qualicum Beach, I have heard the

refrain, “We must maintain our village

atmosphere.” I-have heard it from

mayors, councillors, resident’s associ-

ation officials, average citizens and

especially ‘letters to the editor

writer's.’

The recent referendum gave us a

chance to put our money where our.

mouth is and in a small way actually

help maintain our village atmosphere.

We turned it down.

1 grew up in Bummaby 70 years ago

and I have seen it change from rural

suburbia to a concrete jungle and

high-rise haven. The only green space

is Central Park (saved at least 70 years’

ago), the perimeter of two lakes, and

thankfully, Simon Fraser University.

The east coast of this island is des-

tined for the same future, yet for a

lousy. $25 a year, we have let. the addi-

tional, acreage go forever. Where else

in this town will we have another

chance. The only other site is in Area

Three and the land there will probably

be more expensive.

Councillor Rodway wisely pointed

out that all he could see in the 15

acres was trees; trees, trees. Hé was

tight, but what he did not, or could

Page 4

BROWN PROPERTY REFERENDUM
was a missed opportunity ~~

not see was that those same. trees,

given a mere 70 years, will be big -

" trees, big trees, big trees.

Councillor Diamond-has stated a

need for balance. This had nothing to N EwWs- 2h b, 2000

QUALICUM TOTEM © S

. It-was not-taking money:from the:

_Laburnim Road or any‘other town:

expenses.

- at least had the opportunity to vote. In

“mouth:is and try and-save’at least

do with balanee. We were asked to.

pay extra tax money to cover the loan:

As you have. probably gathered by
now, I am not happy with theoutcome -,

of the referendum, but.I am Hiappy we

a democracy you winsome and you

lose some. I understand the lower :

- income family’s, rejection, but I do not -

understand why so many people with

plenty. of money voted. against the ref

erendum.. ©

The only thing those of us.cando ¢,
swho voted for saving. the. trees. and the. :
wildlife is put aur money. ‘where'our *

some more of the property. My wife. a

Gail and I would like’ to donate an o!

additional $1,000 to:thé Brown

Property and we. challenge any. citi-

‘zens to do like-wise, or at least donate .

what" they can afford.

The only thing I ask is let’s cut out

the hollow statements about “We must

maintain, our small village atmos-

phere,” unless we really ‘mean-it and.
are‘willing te pay. for-it.

Dave Courtice
Qualicum Beach.

* final day of voting I allowed

Referendum more a No to debt thant
Up until a week before the

myself to believe the Brown

Property Acquisition things that bothered: people:
’* Referendum had a good

chance of passing. To some

degree, this was probably

. because I wanted it to-suc-

ceed and I was blinded to,

signs that many taxpayers

were not in the mood to

approve a tax increase to

. buy a nature reserve.

Ever since the acquisition

“of the first 35 acres of the 50-
acre property a year ago 1

felt the project had momen-)

tum, that there was a grow-

ing number of residents who

were getting behind the pro-

ject.

Three public gatherings on
the issue gave me further

optimism. The Brown

Property Society’s well-

attended meeting in late

March gave the tax levy plan

overwhelming endorsement.

Then a show of hands vote

at the April meeting of the |

Qualicum Beach Chamber of

Commerce also backed the;

pian. Finally, the Town-
sponsored forum of about:

150 people attracted as many

supporters. as it did OPPO

nents.

Also working in favor of it:
passing, I thoughit,:was the-

fact that ‘the-Yes forces had

volunteers who were active-:.

ly campaigning ‘arid-would.

do their best to get every Yes.

voter out to the polls, There.

‘was no evidence the No side

was even organized let alone

campaigning.

Then, with one “week to,

go, Thad a conversation with

someone who had just spent

-.two hours going door to.

door in Qualicum Woods
She encountered almost no.

one willing to vote Yes

-was puzzled. Also: partici- :
pating in.the same conversa-

tion was a man.who felt;

‘much like the people's she
:-met in Qualicum Woods...

' He said .people. were:

against, because of.. the

amount of money. they

‘would have to pay each

year. What irritated them .

was that as members of tl the
older generation they felt
they were once again being

asked to carry the, load for a

generation that believed they

were entitled to, have. it all

now even if they didn’t have ,

the money to pay for it. It

was a credit-card solution to

ois ‘to, find: the: t

_into victory:

+ the loss of DCC's

property taxes; :s

another levy to.cover opérat-

ing:costs =. but: E thinkin:

The. challenge now: fae sig.
the: Brown:Propé: ‘Society.

resources. to reach out to.«:

those ‘willing to make‘a‘con-

tribution. The next: month=*

. and-half provides‘éne:last

opportunity:to® tury defeat

* Richard de Candole
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SQUIRRELS ARE JUST some of: the

By ADRIENNE MERCER
News REPORTER.

~lor Seott ‘Tanner have
pledged- to work. with ©.

The fundraising push to
save the final 15 acres of

the Brown property is off...

toa good start.

Wedresday’s planning =“

meeting,

property acquisition had. ~

donated more than $11,000

to. the cause.

To preserve the land,

: supporters. must collect

more than $800,000 by the

Aug. 15 option deadline.

“It’s unifying this.com-

munity, and that’s my

biggest source of opti-

mism,” Qualicum Beach

mayor Teunis Westbroek

said Friday. “People may

-have said no to the parcel. _

tax but they’re coming for-

ward with donations.”

Westbroek, Councillor

Anton Kruyt and Council-

. of Area G diréctor Joé, Stan-
~-Withiit'48 hours of last” us

supporters of the

‘call the ‘Brown’
vais t to:save.

Regional. District: directors

from: surrounding areas:to\.

== purchase: ‘To date, both”
fi

Though’ Stanhope did
not support borrowing to.

make the purchase, he is

fully in favor of fundrais-

ing to save the land,

Quittenton said it’s

important for-Qualicum

Beach residents to remem-

ber 50 years from.now the

“town. could be four. times

its size, and a 50-acre

green space will _be mich,
appreciated.

“Thear-the cost per
metre of that property is

$15, so Pl be buying a few

square metres myself,” he



“Of the. many’ ‘dialects people speak, “tHe one |
that gives me ‘the:worst pain in the neck is the one:

BS call Middle Class :Poormouth: This language, was}

he said to. me, 'F was ‘amazéed-t
wer, that when: Jane says. she: ‘doesn't have the’

“Class Poormouth, Tn'this: language; ” “Ts

means.“To-do that, I would haye to rearrange.my.

»fistal priorities to-some extent. L

that” ttanslates into.“I don’t choose td) ‘pay for.
that.” “That's out of the financial:questionfor:me” |

Lie



THE MORNING SUN

By Valerie Baker
Donations toward the

purchase of the 15-acre

Brown property continue ©

_ to pour in, including an.

$11;000 diamond ring t

be raffled. .

After Wednesday’s

support rally, $14,000 in

cash.. donations © was

received by Friday, bring-

ing the total amount raised

to around $136,000. -

Five areas of fundrais-

EWS, Tuesday, July 4, 2000+ A7

3!

ing have been decided

upon by the, Brown

Property | Préservation

Society, ‘garnered: from. the

numerous ideas suggested’

at last week's rally: -

.. A province-wide media

blitz is planned, which will

include airing a: showcase

of the Brown: property on
CTV .and .GKNW.,... said

Qualicum Beach. mayor

Teunis Westbroek,
’ A ‘Love a Trée’ project

for which people can
make a donation in memo- _

tiam ofa loved’ one and

Have their-name engraved °
ona plaque — is another

fundraiser. ~ :
' The plaqtie will be

played in-a promifent
location; suchas the’ ‘town, : ;
hall or the Brown: property “ti

_ stables.
Raffles will*be h

the diamond ring.”

. for.
-- Various items, including. :

ae major “special
‘Come in.“your jea

bring: your cheque book’, is

planned for the.end of July

~at the Whitley Housé ptop-

Gmonghout ‘the district,
‘eTnailing-high-|

: canvassing residents in the

ready.

outlying-areas in Distfict

“help in. any way
he can” to promote the

» purchase Of the property.
“Before the referén:

dum the. issue: wasn’t. my

business, :but I shop: in:

Qualicum Beach. ani gi

“there quite often, so now: it

is my business,” hé said.

The. ‘venue. ¢ for:

‘tonight’ s public support
meeting has -béen changed.

* Tt will be held at ‘the © Civic,
centre at 7 p.m.

Donations can “De.

“made at Walker | sand -.
Wilson. law offices,’ 707
Primrose: Street, V9K. 2K1

either by-mailor‘in-per- ~
SBOM. eS
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‘$s Narrow vision:

"view that’ 35

Donations’

e.¢> duri

thé.d

sed ‘its

id

K

elnatives which: will ‘not w
4

eate’

‘remaining. *;

insists on Tehiis ing the refererid
in which ‘the’ electorate: expres

quite great endirgh:

in

Friends per- i.

jie”

an. effort to faise..:°

Mpaign to ¢

chase’the

Gillesp'

who will, in Quittenton'

Give'it a fest Mi Quittenton
Nei

His letter’s elitist’ intiuendo is’th:

~~ Mr ‘Qiiittenton

around in rusty redneck pickup tracks with guns
hanging in their rear windows; uithinking $

: best.

and’ the “fors’ have ‘goné bac!

32 (3)

address: ali

k

000 to pur

The Sut

$900,

: »six-wee i

Vited:to, bring.a widespread: public. awareness. of th

Brown. property:

15 acres.

z

7 wall, on Jily’9;

in

s Road in Qualic

will be. available throughout| gor" 5The Brown: Property.Preservation: feature Fred Saliant and

Residents are

Andrew’
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Beach;

picnic and free concert at‘the:Brown. '. Spanish atid blues guitar music:

beginning July 9 and ending Aug. 13.

picnic:and chairs and enjoy:music

. performed by a variety of local: per-

property stable from 2: to~4-

, property, located on. East Crescent! at

the afternoon: *

| St.HOM Je prey
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By ADRIENNE MERCER |

NEWS REPORTER F,"F 2.000

The community effort to

save the final 15 acres of

the Brown Property is gath-

ering ~- momentum in

Qualicum- Beach — and

outreach to surrounding

areas is all a part of the

plan.

Over the next. few

weeks, volunteers. will be

everywhere with fund-rais-

ing tables and information
.on the. Brown Property

Preservation Society’s “Tall

Trees Project”, and can-

_-vassers have begun knock-

ing on doors to collect:

donations.

With just over a month

_left to raise close to

$800,000, volunteer

Denyse Widdifield is confi-

dent:the 15-acre parce! can .
be preserved.
“Now “we’re so damn

‘organized that it's going to

blow everybody’s socks

off,” she said: An outspoken

opponent of using tax dol-

lars to save thé’ property,

Widdifield has come on-

side to-help fund-raise the

money to purchase the land.

Tn addition to an ongo-

ing awareness program at

the Qualicum Beach Farm-

ers’ “Market: and, embley”

at #2 - 707 Primrose Street.

mall- in. Parksville, a -one--
day blitz is plannéd for July

15: in: Qualicum Beach;

when volunteers will be sta-

tioned.all over town collect-

ing money to save the trees.

A number -offund-rais-

“ing events have been orga--

nized; with all. proceeds:

- going to save the property.

’’ A-house and garden tour

is organized for July.29 and .

30. : For. $20, . participants

can ‘tour’ 14 homes, from

cottages. to: mansions ~—

including the property- of

Whiskey: Creek folk artist

Don ‘Thompson.- A. charity.<

auction is also.in the works, ~

as well as -a“ garage sale

fund-raiser.” :

Today I was saddened to see

that someone had vandalized our

Brown Property, “Entrance to the
Park” sign by the golf course on East

Crescent.

Before I could get around to repairing
it, the Qualicum Beach Memorial Golf .

Course “marshall” Petér Drummond had,
(on his own) repaired the supports for the :
sign. Those of us working lofig hours to
keep things going in this “Tall Trees” pro-
ject get a little discouraged | sometimes, but
when people like Péter Drummond comé:
along. to help, it really-does
great things for our spirits. |

I think I know how he

voted in the referendum.

“Keith Smith

BROWN PROPERTY PRESERVATION ‘Society. president
_Jack Wilson and fund-raising volunteer Denyse. Wi

field hoist the sign-at the society's new headquarters

“learn more =

“makeup. of .the.15 acres,

retired forester Gary Gra--

Dave Field and

have.: painted :

~-momeéters” which. will “be

stationed. atthe tourist Tafo:.

‘centre‘at the waterfront, the

ond. Ave. and the East Cres:
cent. entrance’ tothe. Brown:

ae looking for

Beginning. this: Sunday,.’

the society will-host weekly

-concert:picnics from 2 p.m.

to 4"p.m. atithe Brown

Property. Fred Salini: and

Friends (The Guitar Guys)

kick things off-July 9, ‘with

Bill Cave and ‘Detlef Friede

to follow July 16: ‘The: pic-—

nics are-free, and. donations

are welcome..

For people wantifig .to
about the

ham-is offering, daily tours,

beginning~at 2. p.m: ‘at the

Eagt:-Crescent. entrance’ -to

the-siter

To keep’ ttack of fund.
faising ‘efforts, ‘Volunteers

help: with . the ‘Tall “Tre
Project" ‘h

society’s New. office at

707 Primrose Street, or cal

}. ‘BEACE: The. ° - Brown
Property. “Preservation

an-office at 707 Primrose

Street. (752-2902)... This

headquarters ‘for the Tall

p.m, ‘Check out the “tree-
mometer’ outside the

> chamber “office and
watch the: dollars Tise..

“Society: has ‘now opened |

Trees Project, ‘staffed: by”

volunteers’ during the -

week. from 9: a.m. until”

noon. and: from‘; 1-0 -4..

will. bé: ‘the -fund- -raising —
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, the Town-of Qualicum and: some. ‘corporate émployee- -wiio:- envisions himself the. plantation |“master. The, physical and emotion-val health. of our comimunities is not - |

a subject to.be determined behind |closed doors: 3+)": + :. , Linvite everyone, all-the citi:zens ineluding the:children, the~

“fishermen, the liospitality workers;the First Nations, the Town of

Qualicum and the employees of __Weyerhaeuser, our human -commu-nity to come together with the

larger biological community.Ina spirit of co- -operation we

*-must remember our: health isinseparable from the health all: Wemust work-on an ecosystem based —.approach to. our. community and...”

forestry planning. In. Switzerland- Weyerhaeuser: Corporation: con- ‘clear-cut logging“has been  bannedcerning  imminent.  logging  plans  on E for amefe.275 years. They haven’tthe-flood  plain  of the Little.) S ~ suffered. The  Swiss forestry-com-Qualicum  River, Iwas excluded.”  eS : = = aa = Tal #ea munity  generates’ 10:times  thé rev-My discussions.with’ ee reste tem 3g : 2 wee en per tree.  they  cut.  Swiss’ © :Weyerhaeuser  -local:managers- tourism is-éxttemely.  healthy.most  unsatisfactory... was .-: Swiss  communities  enjoy stablebeats. the. eagles an id the salmon ~: eggs. 2 watersheds. We have some work to.
“manage.  ean the forests-don’t ) Last: month ‘I wrote: a leiter.tothe editor (we're all winners)-con~gratulating. Qualicum, Beach onthe ©

quality of. your planning and thedepth of your.commitment to the:environment. I'still marvel: that: :
40+ percent voted themselves'a taxincrease to preserve 15 acres'of.trees. If only the childrenand ani-
mals were registered voters.. Now let’s activate that special:commitment. The salmon, the’-.’birds, the forest‘plants, the-soils,-
the-watets, and. our children’s- futuré need your help.Too often corporations wrap
themselves in a flag of privateproperty. Recently when I asked to
be part of any discussions between

the corporation’ 8 public:commniit-ment to eco-certification, to:the’

conditions. dictated. They repeat-edly nid the ae ar
he. citizens’ of Vancouver Is] nd te like Switzerland, amodel*of a’ sus-

f ; L : stop. allowing themselves: 1 i ‘“concem:  : The distinctior ‘private : : ‘Teality the - i J o. Nothing:  less than  our  stitvivalreferring oa is held by, a. Tew 1 ans, >. depends on it.) 7ifé-are not... : cops Phil Carson“ Qualicunt:Beach



Time is now
The. acquisition of the remaining 15 acres. ‘of thé Brown :

Property is no longer a political football. of & tax. issue.
Thank God! It has. now become a concerted ‘community -'
effort to raise private funds to purchase the park outright and
turn it over to the town and ... time is running out: This'is a’
cause that involves. everyone in - the District; - not ‘only .;
Qualicum Beach residents, this nature :reserve should :
become as mucha part of our lives.as Rathtrevor' Park and!
Little’ Qualicuriy Falls. Not ‘surprisingly. the federal’ ‘and ;
provincial governments. have tefused to “get involved ‘and |
open their-purse strings-to the cause, j

Qualicum Beach’s taxpayers have contributed as much as |
we can — over $400,000, We,.as individuals:and businesses | |
must do the rest. "We must-raise over $700,000 in: six-weeks.:'
and, you know what == it can-be done!!! To all-those ‘who i
voted yes, it is now ortant that you drop off-your parcel i
tax — you were willing: to pay. up-to'$350, we ask for. $300 1
before August 15-and-we’ll Bive you'a tax receipt!-For thosé-:
of us who voted no“béecause we-did not agree’ that this: pur: %
chase should be levied sur taxes:but:still wanted the prop: j

"erty purchased; we must pay-our share} o>. ae! “|
it t benefit ffoni ;

; tourism + => we.ask 4
f 

of: Qualicum:

Beach who ‘tare about this issue, ‘please’ ‘contibute. We want 4
to come and:ask each and: Leveryone of you personally: but we /
may not have: the time, so, ‘take. it ‘upon yourself and: give.;
You do the math — if 2,350 -d brs come. forward with $300:

_ each in. the ‘next month money. as
: 

18th visit. the Brown. !

7 Property ; you will: cori , it ig a beautiful: nature patk!'T
heard the arguments, We: should ‘be- buying waterfront”: —
“we could: tise" moré:activity-flelds’ == “we. don’t. need"
another park" but, we-are:now committed to: this property $0:
let’s finish the job.

I urge you, put your-pétiiness from the referendum aside, |
open your hearts and your wallets and visit the’ Pr ;
drop in at our office:in thé Millage i
a call — we'll pick up. . se

‘Denyse Widdit 1daly ie 12.900 «Received via-er ema

©

. cal ‘point of view,.but-also-as-a good: cor

a7

very rare along east’ coast of Vancouver sland,"

From a fisheries point of view, “the Little Qualicur
River’ system: has.all seven species of salmonids living j in it.-
With; a‘fish- hatchery upstream. and a ‘wildlife sanctuary

dowristream, this-river, system, is a very: important ‘fish,

habitat and-wildli corridor. : oi S
-Ms::Goady; it.is-important, not only:

_ Weyerhaeuser must not log this areas op eet oh
E. Anne Wilson: - M. gg IRR 000~
“Walter G: Wilson. : webs abe
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ma: he book sits open

q on a music stand-in

f . My sunroom. I try.

H = tQ. savor a page or

«two each day as-I-;

pass by. It’s a beautiful book

of text and photos about the.

wilderness country where

grew up. One page ‘is a

poignant poem, a plea for

the preservation.of its finest.

“cause.

1 just sitting: back,

: happehirig,
‘tinue. fo ain eA

e works to help

ple helfy’save the trees.
Thé-Tall Trees Project is the

name of thé game.

or in other

into just

‘of houses

yards, fewer office was made available to
the Society by local lawyers
Walker & Wilson at 707,

Primrose Street.

referendum on
town. borrowing to save the
property. are showing a soft

neck of the woods. While
they might have ‘objected to

the ‘dreaded “Tf” word on
: property;:.

On June’30th, a small

spot in: their hearts ‘for that.

Society’ Imernbiers

“lead a tour through thie park i
and- option: ‘property ‘to ‘let

-people. see: what’s ‘at ‘stake, :

Richard- de Candole: ‘will-.

atrange Sunday Picnics-and

musical, entertainment ‘néar

the Brown Property: stables

each Sunday aftemoon. “A.

one-day blitz: for awareness

-and: donations will take -:

place- around town; and’ at

Coombs and Wembley Mall
on Saturday, July 15:

A gala silent auction is
being ‘arranged, time. and -;
place TBA, but likely on-Fri-

day, July 28. Here; you-can

enjoy wine and cheese while
you make your bids on: the

arrays of-items‘on:the:blocki

Many ‘fine donated items
will vie for you

including a, stunting: di
mond ring donated by one,
Society member: ~

Local: and Island: media
shave taken up the ‘Tall. Tree’

‘the’ money. ‘Bone,

of the natural ‘world:
-What-do you “think YOU:

could‘do'to: help. save: some .
Tall: Treeg?°<0

~'The“poem I read about a
‘that other, forest: was enii- :
led, "REQuEM”. At says," in-
Part:

‘ at gives them: the

bids’ 5

> And the: tourists ; gone and

epee

saving this ‘vulnerable: =piece ©!
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SIGNIFICANT TREES , INVENTORY committee members Frank Collins, Bert Reid and Bob Steele indicate the: size of one of
one of the Inventory’s stars — a Western Red Cedar located at the Qualicum Beach Airport property. ~

By ADRIENNE MERCER . . . level include floral displays, tidiness, landscaping, turf areas,
Mews REPORTER July IL, 060° . " - environmental effort, urban forestry and heritage conservation. *

Diamond said a big part of the preparation for the competition

e they town employees, volunteers or residents, _ is the Friendship Garden being created at the-corner of Memorial
Qualicum Beach gardeners are working —_ and Garden. The project is a collaboration: between ‘the

at high speed to prepare for the national town, the Qualicum Beach Rotary Club and the

* Communities In Bloom contest. Judges Qualicum Beach Legion.

for the competition will make their Another project is the significant | trees inventory,
rounds on Aug. 2. which grew out ofa suggestion from last year’s

“Hopefully everybody’s getting out to Communities In Bloom judges. A seven-member com- -

do some weeding and trimming in their mittee - Dianiond, town arborist Tony Botelho, natural-

7 own yards,” said Councillor Marlys ist John Mackenzie, RDN trail system coordinator. Joan.

Diamond. “Tt’s great to have some sunshine now, Michel and retired foresters Bert Reid, Frank Collins.’
because that will really bring things out.” and Bob Steel - has documented more than 60 trees for

Qualicum Beach gainéd entry into the national con- the inventory.

test-after its strong showing on the provincial level The list includes several native and exotic trees

last year. The town will compete against seven other found in the Milner.Gardens and Woodland, and a -
_ communities in the 5,001 to 10,000 population catego- Western Red Cedar on the Qualicum Beach airport |

ry: Steinbach, Manitoba; Stratford, P.E.I.; Carleton, property estimated at 1,200 years old, The-tree is: 73.2
Ontario; Kincardine, Ontario; Labrador City, metres tall, and 350 centimetres in diameter.

Newfoundland; Innisfail, Alberta and Stony | Plain, The significant tree inventory will be displa
Alberta. © hand-carved wooden photo album in time for th

As with the provincial competition, categories for the national. judges’ arrival. :

Marlys mond

.. weather

change should

iead to nicer

gardens.
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; The Tall Trees. Project, tax deductible donati ic
6951 or 2902,. Brown Preservation. Society, c

Lawyers, 707 Primrose St. Qualicum Beach, BE. V9K 2K1.

Tall Trees backers

ask Victoria for oid .
‘Sal (4, 1.000
By ADRIENNE MERCER
News REPORTER

Qualicum Beach Stieam-

keepers coordinator: Faye

Smith has asked. Enviton-

ment Minister Joan Sawicki

-to convince ‘the~provincial

government to help save the: .

-: “through “the Brown: prop-

‘erty; “and ‘havecounted. on

Brown property.

Ina July 5 letter to Saw-
icki, Smith asked ‘her to

“help to right. tlie-political-

wrongs of the past by con-'

: ioe of egatal becgheen ‘j
ecosystem for. thé future.”

Smith. “pointed” . out

‘Streamkeepers' have worked «
hard to restoré parts :of -

Beach Creek; : which -riins

the area’ remainitig “in its

natural state to avoid‘nega-

tive impact through urban-.

_ ization." :

iF explaining if
1) can be’ preserve

“acre parcel; th site’

2. “The” ~ people. ~~ of
a Qualicum” - Beachi- : hi

large enough to set up.* a
“viable. -reséarch” tention

i the property.2/o0.5 105 5

7% Aecdrding “to. ministry,

Alex /!

“Rawickt. ‘has :

- received the “letter and"
. Teply is still in ‘the works”...

“spokesperson Sater
Dabrowski;

Tuly IQ, 2000

aad (4 , }eo0

ns {2, or
fasta Woo
pee



\ Retired forester digs deep
I was quite surprised at

the results of the. referen-

dum on the Brown property.

To have a forest such as

this, comprising an area of

intact old growth, some

intermediate growth and

some second growth areas,

is a rare occurrence in this

day and -age. In the -main, -

the trees on adjacent proper-*

ties, including the golf

course, certainly have con-

tributed to the stability. of

this forest. This situation «

will change dramatically. if

the 15 acres in question-are
logged and’ developed.

Putting a small lot -develop-

ment in this area will, over-

time, contribute to the

necessity of removing trees

considered to be dangerous

(leaning, dead. or dying

“trees) to homes and people

in the development. This

will-be in addition to blow-

down on this area, which

will be open to the South-

east storm winds.

The Brown Property Preservation Society's efforts to saveTALL TREES PROJECT |
What’s happening? ¢ Free daily tours at 2

“Tf anyone out there thinks
the above ‘is overstated,. I

offer you the following: ©

a) I live on Canyon Cres-

cent, next to a vacant, treed

fot. I have had two 80 foot

trees fall.on .my house,

which demolished a ‘shed’ -

and damaged a vehicle and

the garage-roof,resulting in

thé-owner-of the--vacant’ lot:

having to remove a number

of trees tozprevent réoccur--

Tences.

b) In the-laté 1960s a:

petition was circulated to”
stop. logging up to the

Cathedral Grove - Park

boundaries. -The ‘support
was not there. and-a clearcut

- took place adjacent..to..the

park’s southern boundary.
A brief walk through the
park today tells the ongoing.

blowdown story. In addi- ©

tion, .the timber ° on the

*park’s, north side: is now

going 'to be logged. It is a

park under siege. © -

Why go down this. same

:00. pm.- -
the Park
cin~with.musi¢-every SundayEast Crescent entrance ** Pichi¢- (ask the forester to show you the 600 year old . Douglas Fir!) -* Huge one day blitz July 15

- should. have bee

107

2:00 pm --4:00 pm

road with the Brown’ s For-

est?

} have recently retired,

after:33. years with the.Min-

istry. of Forests,

always. believed. that blocks’

of old. growth: timber, ‘spe-

cially in the east coast. fir-

forests on Vancouver Island,

so~-that- future: r

could see’ and “enjoy what

tracts of. old growth Idok

‘ like and make their. own

IT have -

side

deéisions as, to whether. , -
these blocks should be Pre~

served or. logged. :

Let’s . give . them : this

small. forest. intact: . and

Standing. Surely...a tax

deductible donation. is-war-

ranted to complete the: pur-

-chase-of. the Brown prop-

erty. I already; dropped off.

amy donation at the law firm

of Walker. & Wilson at ‘#2

“Primrose =... Street,

Qualicum Beach,

Garry Graham

Qualicum Beach

(42. 2000

y 29, 30
© Ongoing “canvassing« Home. and GardenTour Jul

=

4(
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Time ticking ||
By Valerie Baker when 14. homies and gar-:
As the clock ticks on - dens of outstanding visual

the 34 days remaining to interest will be open to the ;
purchase the 15-acre Brown _ public for $20.

property, funds continue to “We have. around 80 i
pour in and the mercury volunteers involved in: this;
level is rising on the évent, but we need’ afound |
Treemomieters. ~ 100,” said Wilson. .

More than 60 volun- «A party at-the Brown!
teers are working every day . property paddock will-be i
— in various locations held from 4:30 to-7:30 p.m. | :
throughout District 69 — on Fri. , July 28:
collecting donations.. One The party will inchide! {
volunteer collected: $700 in. Hot and cold hors-d’oeu- | i
two blocks during a door- res; ‘complimentary. wine ;
to-door campaign. : and, refreshments, a silent | t :

“We've never had so “auction and'some enter-| Ernie Shimkus,, Dave Riel
much support and enthusi- .“tainment..Tickets for this
asm _sinice -the. ‘Brown “event are $35, available at
Property “ Preservation ® the: 5 ciety’s hei quarters
Society-: wa “formed in

: Sunday concert
president:Jack ‘Wilson: will be.held: at: the

WilSon would like to. ptoperty stable area” every
see the 1,236 people who Sunday-until Aug: 13 to-cte=
voted yes: in ‘the June"17. - ate‘public awareness of the
referendum’— who were beauty of thé'forést: People
willing to pay $25.4 year’: are-invited-to bring a picnic apa pug: ;

ts =

w: ze a
OD Re Oe

, Bee. o> +through their: taxes.oz a’ “'luneh and: chairs.or a blan- Sea R S
jump sum payment of $225 ket and enjoy music ‘by a Pa: OS . a at
— to donate that money ~, variety. of performers,” as ; g 3 Be 5 . oe
(which would be tax-; well: as guided tours. of the : {te we Bre z e

deductible) to the society.’ *- property. Z ee: is
Meanwhile, news of “Volunteers continue to~. 1g FS ‘ BS a “ N

the Brown property: effort meet-every: ‘Wednesday at. 2 wg ps Fe
was aired'on CKNW last the civic centre at 7:30 a See Ea
Friday, when:Qualicum “p.m. ‘to’ report and update
Beach esident and formier.: activities. More volunteers Reo FESS
Newfoundland. Premier" are always needed, said. 8 FI a wees
Brian Peckford appeared‘on_ Wilson: od = > CS Re P : 'the Bill Good Show. “Currently the. “society | Sea aeaes e5 , “

And on Sunday at has. collected. $163,000 eSSagbessenoon, the Brown property . toward the $910, 006 need: ge 8 Be ere my.
’ will be showcased on CHEK ed to purchase thé’ 15-acre & 8. 2 of ee
TY, said Wilson. property by the Aug. 15 BOB BBS gue

In addition to the -deadlirie. Today’s‘amount BAP ORS Ses ae ‘
door-to-door campaign and. would. purchase apptoxi: a) 22 = eg242

. fundraising . - displays. mately 18-per-cent; of the Beare & 5 — Be
throughout ‘the area, property. ‘2-8 Pig 'D & B 28

/ Qualicum:Beach House and For volunteer informa. es = g S a : 3 | an
ee PAR: Faas

f

| Garden Tours will take. tion and donations, call \
|. place ‘on July 29:arid-30, + 752- 2902. Aes
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Wright. The viewap Georgia Strait from the
tower is unsUrpassed, and‘the separate studio

_ is home:to.Maureen’s fabulous works of art,

which’ are inspired by west. coast naturé as
Well’ as..equatorial Africa, ‘A- solarium’ con-

:° mects the studio to the main. home, which is
~. situated on the: waterfront i ina 100 acte bird

v sanctuary.

ied tou: maybe started at any... -,Don Thompson, . an. “internationally
lerices, each ‘of: which will be: acclaimed félk artist whose whimsical pieces

~have-fourid-their way: across’ North America,

-< Europe, Australia and ‘Japan; will be-opening
. “his Whiskey. Créek property. as well. His out-

¥.door. gallery: constitutes. a. veritablé- hand

made village,-with various buildings through-

‘Rosémuir’. Built ‘in out: the grounds“being popul: ry his cre-

inst house. in Qualicum . ations. The property Wwas-recently featured on

i i the. TV. show Weird Homes, is “si
i ceilings, reminiscentiof: ve-you with:

: : ( |ouses, it sits amidst beautiful : {1:moré ‘homes and gardens of
f gardens. an ted. ands.” - interest; and for a $20 ticket price, the tour

‘Also open for tours will be Maureén and. offers up-a great afternoon. - =
' Batney ‘Marshail’s round granite tower, which For more information, call the Brown
a was designed by a Student of Frank Lloyd “Property office,-at 752-2902.

SUBMITTED PHOTO ,

Don Thompson, a well known. Whiskey
Creek, folk artist whose work resides in -col-

lectionis all over the world, is donating asculp-
ture. to the silent-auction to be held. at the

Brown Property on July 28. .

‘Thompson, whose pole-cats can. be-seen

prominently. displayed on the fence -at

Smithfords on Qualicum. Béach’s =-First

Avenue, is renowned. for. his. zany carvings

capturing slices of life. — ‘

A few years ago a Don: Thompson giraffe “2

sold for $26,500 at-a charity auction for.Sick

Children’s Hospital in Vancouver. It--would’ -;

.- normally sell for around-$1,000, The Seven: |
foot giraffe was purchased ‘by: Vancouver |
developer Peter Wall’ - :

“The event is-a fund-raiser for the’ ‘Tall ‘Trees :
project, and the Brown Property preservation

Society is throwing out a ‘challenge’ to all,

Vancouver Islanders to meet or beat this fig-*

ure. News Tuly (8 73000
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* Qualicum Beach will: bé held July 29 and 30.'This is an “save this*unique property fro dévelopment: Ve

“tunity to visit the Whiskey. Créek property of folk artist

Don Thompson, which was recently featiired on the tele!

F;

THE MORNING SUN ___<*__ SATURDAY, JULY 22; 2000

The first-ever home and ‘garden tour to* take place i in

opportunity to view-some of Qualicum’s most interesting

homes and gardens. The tour:showcases unique homes, ;

from small cottages to large seaside estates... square: metre of for

An interesting feature of the tour willbe the. oppot Por ‘more inf mation, log onto. theiy web

The “Home and Garde, Tour As part of a ma or

vision program ‘Weird Homes’. :

*. Also included is one of Qualicum’s oldest: estates,’ Qualicum, ‘Beach: C VOR ZI, or at any bran
built in 1927 and designated .a heritage home by the © Parksville a and Distriet Credit Union:
Town of. Qualicum Beach, and one of the newest- homes ay aoe : :

on Judges Row, a spectaculat cedar shingle marision. ' : 4
Tickets for this special-tour are $20; available’ at :

Flandangles arid’ Curious Coho Books.

Adl proceeds go toward the purchase of old coastal “

forest in the middle of Qualicum Beach. Formerly part of .

the Brown estate, this forest is rare. Less: than one per '

cent of this type of forest remains intact-on the-east side

of Vancouver Island, organizers say. :

A salmon-bearing stream ruins through the. Property;

and some of the trees are over 500 years old, -

The Brown Property Preservation-Society, through-its
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"> Tickets -dre’ now on ‘sale for the’
upcoming ‘Paddock Party” on Fri,

' July:28, from 4:30 to!7:30 p.in.: This:
“fun afternoon reception will benefit -

the Tall Trees Project: of thé Brown

‘Property Preservation Society.

“We havea doubie mandate to
create awareness for the-park.and to

i Taise the funds,” says Paddock Party ©
, ofganizer Denyse -Widdifiéld: “This

i party-will meet both our goals“ Wé

hope to attract 500 persons to a:love-

ly wine and hors d'oeuvres Teception

in the park.”

. the Island Baroque Ensemble, -among
others. ‘There ‘will be an’ opportunity

| to tour the Ptoperty, play. some
games and contribute to the cause.

-both. Mulberry Bush Book Stores and

-M. 5+ July Asoo ,

The Paddock Parl, will showease .

Tickets aré $35, and include“

; wine, beer, hot ahd-cold: hors: d’oeu-

vres, sweets and. non-alcoholic .

refreshments. They are available at_

“the Tall, Trees Project office on
Primrose in* Qualicum: Bead

more fun and profitabl thi
is holding a'silent auc
many’ exciting donatis

‘including:a’ lovely. heirloom "4. J
‘ diamond ring (minimum. bid $6, 000),
‘which was-appraised at: ;00

“In order: to-make: ‘this event ven, |

‘some’ rare: wines, and*d“great trip for ‘

Valley, valued. at $900:
. “This will be a: wonderful wa for

" péoplé to wind. down. from their“héc:

eight ‘persons. to! the Gi Ymanal

tic weék aiid. support.a ‘great project;”, ve
Widdifield adds, :

“Weare very. gtatefyl to town.
colincit for. allowing us: to “hold the

< event atthe paddocks ‘in the Brown:
property;.. ... 5

“We urge “people to get their tick!
ets early, we invite them to come‘ou

for'a great cause and ‘we remind: then! :
__ fo-wear comfoitable shoes: ne
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on logged the coriservation value is

snot: there to preserve it for the,, Weyerhaeuser~ ||: ae ‘ a : ing “at the Little Qualicum com-.epresenta es Pe ‘ : : munity hall; 50:people attend: :Westbroek and: Area G. director: ” ve : : SOF ing were from:various areasJoe Stanhope: a stem - = DSelective logging mé Pps, : : : er sington and. ‘Qualicum Beach,near the. Parksville: ‘weigh scales: . ‘ ee who have iiamed their. groupby MacMillan Bloedek about =| . PES ‘ ‘ The Néighbours of the Little“ two years ago: *: : :|, “With this tiethod there“are no Toads, they cut the tops. “
of the ‘trees, buck the stumps : ecto) iand a helicopter picks up the , ; " “hies] ‘that.it's-not about how-timber,” said-Wéstbroek. He - ) yadded, however, that.there is.a.. A )
50 per cent reduction in the.that..ca € ‘ " saide a ‘ Westbtoek said the townvolume. that ‘cari ‘be’ harvéstéd., ~Westbr Mehta Ere ss Commi als plans ‘to*hold id public meet-with this method. - : er is 3 25" idétsangsttrees . said this “process, only trees -which ‘have e :lea’ Feache their.optimum growth: . methods may ‘stop the regional ing..a resolution to:council ondistrict fromi including the atea.the future logging perations ofinzits regional parks plan,  and:- Lot 10...” .‘ theland could be sold.in. the © ~ “They | [Weyertiaeuser]

“method. *: cs pn i insite * meantimeé'to a smaller logging ‘don’t plan todo anything until“The. m: i td_..ation: I wou ke" hange’’ company. - : "January, so we have some time,”under the FP i emi 5 COM —~! “This is not good news,”."~ he said. whe



Believe it — ae dollar counts
arring a supérfiatural-‘eccurrerice, th many ©

members and suipporters’of the Bro ay
Property-P: tion Society aren't likely to“

raise $725,000 in the néxt 26 days. On Aug: *’
. 15, the option déadline for the

we will know just how much: of the land‘w

d enough of the
s other than.Brown i issue; who want to me

the option Property they could.

ve stopped: ‘pa
>For the people who areoy

Adrienne Mercer

to preserve ‘the 15 acres. Of those ving ab :
worked tirelessly since referendum day to: pr :

muchof it as possible. They've organized.a:charity auc=-~. "|

tion, a Qualicum Beach home-and garden ‘tour, we
picnics in the park:and an: ‘all-out media c

Their reasoning:is. in-25' or 50.03

here, but-our ancestors will: At wha

length of time, and in terms of ‘tal
more is always better: ;

How much money the fund-raising'‘c

temains to be seen — at press time theré:

$175,000 — but as former Newfoundland premier a

“Save the Brown Property: advocate Brian Peckford put it,’
“-every dollar raised is another.treé:savéd. « .

The Brown property is not an old- “growth.
look at any of its trees isto sense its timelessness; a

understand how temporary we humans reall

On the Canada Day long weekend, T :

brother Jason on a stroll through the 15-acre option prop- .j

erty. As a Geography graduate who will soon start-a :

“Master's degree in community. planning; I thought he -

would be-interested in the issue which has.captivated

Qualicum Beach. for so many months.

He told me it reminded him of Mundy Park, a valuable |
greenspace in our hometown, Coquitlam. In an area full *

wt
|

~ of strip-malls and fast food, the park is a welcome rétreat . ;
for many nearby families, and to-us as kids, it was 4 forest- |

‘that seemed to go on forever.

“Asa Dashwood resident, I couldn't vote in the Brown

referendum. But as a kid who loved to spend time in

Mundy Park, I say this to the Brown Property’ .

Preservation Society: for‘every tree you save, ‘thank you.

a

News 2t.%.2000
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‘

“< should be®rétained“as originally’ envisioned -

‘ by| the Brown Property Preservation Society

: nationally, althougti CKNW<-and CHEK TV: have. been very:

By ‘ADRIENNE MERCER...
NEWS REPORTER. 4: i: 208

~~hecome a true: grassroots effort in in Qualia Beach, “a
| - One of the most prominent. voices in the fighti that
‘-of former Newfoundland premier Brian Pec

who has: turned his. gift forthe gab'to rai ing

‘media.awaréniess about the property... °°:

“| -guess there are‘a lot: of people like

‘ myself whd-see this as: a volunteer, ‘frée,”

choice thirig,” he said Tuesday. “It’s the-zig

thing todo — there is no economic reason-to

develop the land, It's up to people generally,

by choice, to-do something: And I like that.
_ sort of thing?” "

Peckford is: convinced: the = -property 7

—-50..acrés, of forest-land;. with not a tree os along i is very, itmportanit”
falling'to development. Sirice the middle of Inthe last week Peckford has
June; when-a group: mobilized to save'as }

’ much. of the property as possible before the major corporate donors who have:som«
- Aug. 15 deadline, héhas contacted. every

media outlet on the Island, as ‘well as provin="’

. ciak'and national:media.

“Some of thé media have’been good; and-

| locally they*have been very: good,” he said.

'. “It's arder-to get attention provincially and

Peckford

premier ‘says’

politi

~ Cari We Kagainst you

~in-with, the town- rae time..is, short,
P fons

cooperative .. oTive just been’ ‘pushing and pushing and push- “Bach ‘week, more’ an
ing as hard as J can.” come in,” he said.

‘A mari used to speaking his mind in the public eye, Peck- “T think “people whi 5 eailier
ford acknowledges his. past asa politician.could bring.a . Preservation Society].was averplaying it
heightened. awareness to the struggle. But he understands-it ing ‘yes, it is important.”” 237,
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By DAVID HAY.

NEWS REPORTER

“Bruin Hollow”, also k
: * Builtin'1927-and sit

of rolling gardens and forest .on
country manor was one. of the o i

designation, out of support! for th
— the preservation Of.as much

sitnilar is issuies are “appearing | here ilo
7 _ Fershko says although he. and his fay

nfopeity owed pte: t debi of 3
: he said. AE grew. ul

‘who will open their: unique- ‘homes ‘and properties to the publi
for the Brown Property Tall Trees Project on. Sauurda and Sun.
day; July 29 and 30, from ‘10 a.m. to.4 p.m. #

The self guided to’ ay be started at: “any of the. 14 Tesi
dences, each of which will-be noted on-a'map. and marked. with:

asign. Volunteers will also be posted to help with any. ‘questions
you may have:. 2

For more ‘information, call. the Brown Property office, at
752-2902. .



_ time:in the. paddock

": too high: “7

1

i

Tall trees a.sound endeavor
NEWS 29%, ROG 2+

East Sunday: July 16, our “AS ‘stadents ‘of the :trum-
family spent'a’very-plé »Sipetp my. big: brother ‘and I

“were amazed ‘by: Mi.Cave:
Not” ‘only can he: sing but he.
can play the piano’ and.trum-,

{pet at ‘the .same--time.. We

~-Wwon’t be: surprised if. he-fig- «

_ires:out a way: to-do all three

Z together. Noy thes
2 We. the ‘children of the
-'Buttner-Schnirer, :. family
would. publicly’ like to praise

the Brown. Property: -

Lying. in the shade-out o}

Dae

of ‘the

and. we ape alt “ike fhe village stay that way. But “

z ety. Se

_=Thank.. you, Me Van
Draby-for drawing our atten--

» tiom-way..up to their splen- aa

~ dor. ;

Tony, Patrick, Katya &
Steven Buttner-S¢hnirer :

suppdrters ; of. ‘

Mi: Tens Nan: -Draby * for”
dreaming ‘up-the name “Tall

‘Trees: Project” for the Brown:

Property: Preservation Soci-

Qualicum Beach

4
1

{

without new taxpayers, where will teVentue come forth: to, a
suppott the facilities we already have?!

A latge number of the taxpayers in this aréa- are.”

' seniors and living ofi sinall fixed"incomes. We.d
sto end up, like Vaneouver a. few. years back:-wl
were-forced td sell their hommes: 3

erty, you, should put your.efforts: toward changing the

strolling’ om, a-quiet road in ‘Qualicum Beach, enjoying the.
_ lovely: residential gatdéns: If the Temaining. 15 acres were
divided into. large size lots, it could really add to the ambi- :

- @nece of the area.’ *. -

Please statt ilistefiing tothe majority of pédple i in.
, Qualicum Beach. (as. proved by the referendum). and‘ quit -

* hounding.us for: money. We.don’t want more;..we:want
our tax dollars spent:to‘maintain what we-already:have.

Kay I. MacIntyre

If ‘you: don't wait a large subilivision: on. ‘the sown:

im: Beach; all-with:excellent walking trails .
scenery: that leads fromthe museum. to.

lol
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8 Paddock Party has been. cancelled.

sOrgahizers say they were not pre-

Kspared to commit the organization te

Btually have sold.
: The Tall Trees Project will hold a

silent auction, originally scheduled

the Paddock Party, in conjunction

ith the Sunday concerts in the park

nm Aug. 6 and 13. Items will be

Vailable for bidding in the barn-dur-

ing the concerts, which are held from

"to 4 p.m. each Sunday.

A list of the items up for bids will

Due to poor ticket sales, the July. .

a

‘SkVd 07 <,

be published and.the public is. invited~
‘to drop.in:and place their bids,

There are many items available —.:
from estate jewelry to ‘certificates for |

spending dollars, even though they: services and accommodation, Many.

EWere pretty sure tickets would even- . attists have contributed to the'silent

auction,. both prints: and original’

works.

unteers and businesses who offered

to support the Paddock Party, and:

said anyone who bought a ticket can .

Jeturn it to the original place of pur

chase for a full refund.

“Anyone wanting information on.
upcoming events can call 752-2902. |

Organizers thanked all? ‘the vol-. ,

" caused.

“Hein taken: at t the “Tal Trees: Project
office,at 707 Primrose

Beach:: :



Appeal
N.S. Tel

. The. Tall Trees: Brown P operty"
Committee last week posted. to: the .

- world wide web a new digital video.

of the 50-acre forest it is trying to

preserve. It was created by a 1999 stu-

dent summer project known as the E »

(Environment) Team. .

. The seven minute video:is; a

guided tour of this older growth:for-

est. in the. heart of Qualicum Beach

by Kwalikum Secondary grad?

Annilou Verge-Mation.

During the tour, Annilou. plays’
peekaboo witha. baby deer, takes: a-.

-close-up*look -at a spider weaving a:

web, inspects. the gnarled bark of an

ancient Douglas fir and dips-her

hands in the:water of Beach.Creek.

She reminds viewers that unless

the final 30 per cent of the: forest: is..
protected from development, the

Hos.

goes ‘dig
6; 2600

“.Tilby, Katie McLean;:

integrity of ‘the: enitire fore 4
The. soclef sucessful :

office at 752- 2902. ; .
> Other; members of the ‘Beam

were Aurelié: Verge-Marion;:Si

Watson. and: Sheila: Tobin:,
oy BC. gevernment:grant, they. were |

“hired last summer to research: and

-film several videos :relating environ:
mental-issues-on the.central Island.”

22 _-WEDNESDAY, JUEY 26; 2000

7 By Valerie Baker

With 21 days remiaining * Wils¢
to raise funds to purchase the
15-acre Brown property por-’

tion, a major donation. is

needed, said society president
Jack Wilson. .

“There may be someone |,

out there who has made a sub-

stantial capital gain, or made a

killing on the stock market,

who would make a tax-

deductible donation to the

- ‘society. This would benefit the

community instead of sending

the taxes to Victoria and

Ottawa,” he suggested.

Meanwhile, daily dona-

tions are increasing, with

around $207,000 collected

toward the total purchase

price of $910,000. More than

100 volunteers: continue

fundraising efforts for the Tall.

Trees Project. .

“It has become a commu-

nity issue rather than a Brown

“There: are indications of — “musicians
some substantial doniatioris

GC
There are indications:

“of some! ‘substantial

donations fron

" summer propert

“owners...

_Jack-Wilson * 9

from:stimmer property fonds
1§,”. said ‘Wilson,.who.com-

pared the situation toa
Bellingham group who spent a

year.trying to raise $900,000

to preserve a San Juan’ island:

“They taised the “money,
but most of the donations —

were made during the’ last 15

days,” he said. 7

, The Sunday picnics in the Brown: Property Society.
patk are proving popular, with Headquarters, 752- 2902.

bookstores 3
oan Be

188
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people of what will be lost’ ~* 2'p.m. to 4pm. -° » July 30- Tristen Browit;,“Heather Livingston Jazz« Aug. 6 - Margorie Koers,. Peter Leclec, Rosalie Sullivan& Mandolinist Ljljianna.© Aug, 13 - Juno Award Winner ve. .... Phil Dwyer Quartet Jazz 20 DAYS. Bring your chair and picnic to LEFT!‘292 E. CresentSILENT AUCTION NON AT, A ODAY!To be held in conjuction with (IT’S TAX DEDUCTIBLE)Sunday concerts, available for TALL TREES PROJECT OFFICEbiddi g in the The Brown Property Preservation Society. 707.Primrose St., Qualicum Beach



By DAVID HAY

One of the

properties open

to the public as

part of this week-

end’s Home and

Garden Tour will be professional artist

Don Thompson’s famed outdoor art

gallery.

This highly enjoyable property (replete
with studio, bam; sawmill satoon and ani- |

ma! bathhouse —all of which are packed
with Thompson’s creations) will be open

to the public on Saturday.and.Sunday, as -

part of-a fund-raising effort to preserve. 15

acres of old east coast forest on Qualicum

Beach’s Brown property.

“Everyone’s welcome to come out here
to the foot of Nutbar Mountain and have a

look,” he said. “Save the trees anytime —

absolutely.”

Thompson, whose work will be famil-

iar to anyone who has seen the wooden

cats draped over-the fence of Smithford’s

store in Qualicum Beach, picked up a

chainsaw about eight years ago, and

began carving from logs and the stuff of

his imagination. .

Since then he has created some 900

pieces of sculpture. Although the pieces

are hewn from wood, the-fluidity of their

lines and the sheer personality they exude

are anything but wooden.

ARTIST DON THOMPSON opens his place to the public this weekend.

News REPORTER Take de Tour ‘Taty29.29

de Home & Garden Tour, 35.0
dat is ©

‘just exquisite, like they’re made-out

become an inter-

nationally known folk

artist, with his work:

residing in private collections all

over the world, including those of”

celebrities like KD. Lang, Goldie

Hawn, Mel Gibson and Katherine

Hepbum. 7 :

‘And Fhompson’s rural

Sharigri-La, with its rustic pond

arid:creek, is home to some of the’

breathing as well as the sculp-"

tural variety of wildlife.

.“We share the place. with

about 50 wild mallards, and.

six families of wood ducks,”

he said..“Those wood ducks are

of candy - I don’t think you could

paint them any better.” :

Thompson’s is one of 14 unique .
homes and properties open to the

public on Saturday and Sunday,

July 29 and 30, from 10 a.m. to

4p.m.

Tickets, $20 each, are avail-

able at Mulberry Bush

Bookstores in Qualicum Beach: : _

and Paiksville, or at the Brown:

Property. office, 707 Primrose in

Qualicum ‘Beach.



_are going great. Day by

By ADRIENNE MERCER

News Reporter 1,4, 2600

The: Tall. Trees Project

got an unexpected boost:

this .week thanks toa

$20,000 contribution from
an anonymous donor.

The donation brings ‘the

total raised to just over

$230,000, ‘and volunteers-

are hopeful it means more

good fortune is on the way.

“This has become more

of a community project

than an effort by our soci-

ety,” said Brown Property

Preservation Society presi-

dent Jack Wilson. “Efforts

day, week by week momen-

tum is growing.

“I’m. an optimist to the |

" core — I believe we can do

- this.”

-With the ‘Tall Trees

Project, the BPPS is striv-

ing to. -raise $900,000: by

Aug. 15.— the deadline to,

purchase the final 15 acres .

of the Brown Property.

With a silent auction -run-

ning. for the mextTM two

Sundays and a Home and

Garden tour slated for this

weekend, the group:shows

no sign of slowing its: cam-,”

12 Terouraod xeu oy} ur SuIpry wmorend-nweqry MOU J, pue CT “Sty Jo ourpeep e s,a1oup JEU] * ‘00°00 1eA0 isnf pasrex Jey Os Saey pure 0HO S]1e} Iraq] SuppIom poou Aoy) Mouyays usyAr IBY B IOJ Ur ST Jodumnil, smouy ose of{ ugaq SARY OY SIaq]UNOA jo Jaquinu o8ny & s,araq}“uonsa| payearo A]meu sy $]s9jU00
ds

pure dn pueys [JIM om g[doed yuem a]doag,,WOU 10F Yeo

paigh, :
“Pve° Jearned. 'so “much

about forests that Tven never
known before,” Wilson
said.

Though he doesn’ t-clas- ~
sify. himself as an environ-

‘mentalist, he- is: adamant
-development’ On - the TS |
“acres. is. unnecessary’. and

will. have a‘ harmful effect

on -the. 35° acres - th n

already owns. ;

|
'

10°006$ ‘(a0uB\sIsse
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; dential development won’t
matter but-it:really -will,”-he

said, .

“The. root systems in.the
forest aré’all intertwined —

if you cut down.a tree it.can -

‘affect: a tree 50. or.100 feet
away.” :

_ According to

nected. root systems could
also contribute to. “bl

body to walk: through: the
park if they haven't done'so

-already, to” see. what. the

potential .can. be: ....--évery.

dollar: we. raise: will: go.

toward .saving -another: part

ofthe 15 ‘acres.’ ©

For’ more* information :

about.the Tall Trees Project

or.to-make‘a donation, call

752-2902.*. or.° visit.” the

Browz: property headquar-
ters. .at. ‘707, -Pri
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Brown report
M.S. 2.4, 2000

By Valerie Baker - :

With $235,000 in the bank

toward the purchase of the 15-acre

Brown property nature reserve, society

president Jack Wilson is impressed

with the community volunteer effort.

“It's incredibly heart-warming to

see the degree of volunteer support

for'the Brown Property Preservation

Society,” said Wilson.

“The home and garden tour
exceeded our wildest expectation, ,

raising more than $22,000, and there

were 120 volunteers involved in the

event,” hie said.

With the Aug. 15 deadline to pur-
chase the property looming, Wilson

would like.more people ‘to take the

free guided tour:of the property. “I
- urge people who -haven’t Visited the

Brown property:to get ouit-and see -

what we're talking about,” ‘he said.

Meanwhile, fundraising contin-

ues to raise the $910,000°needed to

purchase the remaining 15-acres, with
Sunday picnics in the park from 2 to.4

pm and'silent auctions on. Aug. 6 and

13.

Donations of cash and items for

the auction .can be made at the so¢i-

ety headquarters at #2-°707 Primrose
Street, by calling 752-2902, or by visit-

ing any branch of the Parksville and _

District Credit Union. Mee
Se

2-3. 2000
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i

|

|

|
|

|

|

Judges e
By Valerie Baker

Qualicum Beach will be looked at
through critical eyes today, when the
Communities in Bloom. judges tour

the town, assessing it for national

fame. :

Following last year’s success as

winners of the provincial

Communities in Bloom contest,
Qualicum Beach is one of seven coni-

munities with a 5,000 to 10,000.pop-

ulation that is competing in this
year’s national ‘contest. Other com-

peting communities include two in

' Ontario, two in Alberta and one in

Prince Edward Island.

Judges Margaret Howe, a certified

Master gardener from Ontario,.and

Hubert Noseworthy, a retired superin-
tendent of parks and recreation. for .

' the City of St. John’s, Newfoundland,
' flew into Qualicum Beach yesterday
‘and attended. a welcoming reception

‘on the town hall deck yesterday
evening, ‘when the Significant Tree

hs. 24

- Album wa¥ unveiled.

* Coun. Marlys Diamond, ham-
ber of commerce general Manager

Georgia Macleari/town parks fore-

;man. . George Mitchell £# and
| Communities in Bloom, committee

| member Diane Pértson ill escort the’

eye tow
It's more. than just blooms.

They, will visit the French Creek . :
treatment plant, the garbage. transfer

station, Grandon and Beach Creeks

and town facilities, as well as ‘the
Brown property, the. Milner Gardens

and the downtown: and residential

areas.

New this year is the first phase of
the Friendship Garden at. Memorial

and Garden Roads, sponsored: by the

town, the Qualicum Rotary Club and

Branch 76 Legion, and created by

town parks staff.

“We've prepared for the competi
tion all year, and taken last year’s

results and comments. into account,”
says town parks foreman Geotge

Mitchell. ;
This year the committee has :

compiled a town-owned tree invento-

ry, listing the species and locations of

some 500 trees, says Mitchell.

“We've also done some improved.
roadside mowing. and worked to

improve the appearance of some.of |

the school property grounds, We

have.a lot more trails — and.the pur-. |
chase of the Brown property this. :
year,” he said. .

Committee ‘members’ are hoping
residents: will pull that. weed, or pick

up that-piece of ‘garbage they thay see
on their property today.

Fred Saliania entertained at the Brown property Sunday.
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[TALL TREES PROTEC 3
| What's Happening...
Home & Garden Tours
Sat., J uly:29" and Sun., July 30"
° 14 Homes and Gardens Open -
: Fickets for both the above

available at :

Mulberry Bush Book Stores;
: ksville and Qualicum :

. Beach or phone.752- 2902 for
“tickets and info. :

FREE SUNDAY
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Let the judging process bloom
Qualicum Beach shows off its flowery side for national competi
By ADRIENNE MERCER

News Revorrer ‘t.%,2.000

National Communities

In Bloom judges Margaret

Howe and Hubert

Noseworthy made a whirl-

wind trip to’ Qualicum

Beach this week, touring

heritage areas, gardens,

parks and private homes as

part of their quest for the

best-blooming town in the

country.

“Coming in-on the plane,

this struck me -as a very

green community in terms

of its urban green space,”

Howe said Tuesday, at a

reception given on the town

hall deck in. honor of the

judges’ arrival.

She said she: “and

Noseworthy. are, impressed

with projects like the

preservation. of the Brown

property and the recent

environmental enhance-

ment of Beach Creek.

“Tt sounds like you have

very active volunteers in

Qualicum Beach,” she said.

“On the.way into town I

sawa sign that read ‘It’s not

just flowers.” And I was

glad to see that, because the

program: is all about com-

munity involvement and

heritage.”

Howe and Noseworthy

ADRIENNE MERCER PHOTO
BERT REID OF the Slgn icant Trees: Committ ie (centre) shi Ww:

will be judging the town'on

its floral displays, landscap-..

ing, turf. ‘areas, tidiness,

environmental. effort, urban

forestry and heritage con-

servation.

At the: reception,
Councillor Marlys
Diamond: welcomed’ Howe

and ~ Noseworthy; and

thanked _ representatives

from the various communi-

~ Westbroek

Communities In Bloom.:
In turn; “Mayor .Teunis

Diamond, calling: her. “the

sparkplug and the coordina-

oot tot: of. this.event”*

~ Qualicum: », “ Beach’ s
strong:-‘showing. in

right : to~ move: on: to. ‘the

- national level...”

“ fy’ groups that ‘helped with. « “The: town. -is* competing

thanked. .: 1¢

last’

“year’s: provincial. competi.

--tion- earned”: the ‘town: ‘thé
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y Silent
actioncaeee Brown Propertyng and'FINAL BIDDING“atthe Park, 2 - 4 pm| “2-4 pm . Take your purchase home!$ ie-Koers, Peter. | Also hear Juno Award-winningGG -s saxophonist Phil ‘Dwyer- fo and friends~fo) ° 1.4 Carat Diamond Ring ‘set iti platinum * Antique sewing machine afidiron— = 617,500 value) - ; : ¢ Folk Art Giraffe by Don Thompson:- fom * Trip for 8 to Carmanah Valley... ‘ @ 3 bottles.of faoulous:Cabernet .. @) ¢ Handwoven silk and mohair blanket ~’ Commemorative Commonwealth Stamps> ¢ Several framed originals and numbered One week at St. Andrews Lodge.. prints by well known artists ee _..* Certificates for manicures, spas, and massages< * Set of 3 large Tall Trees colour photos. * Much much more . : ;Wews 4 ¢9e WE NEED YOUR HELP TO SAVE THE TREES!



| Juno winning saxophonist to play final Tall Trees concert
Juno award winning saxophonist Phil

Dwyer and several Vancouver Island

professional musicians will be perform-

ing at the final Save the Tall Trees con-

cert on Sunday, Aug. 13. : Phil is the son of Louise Dwyer of

The outdoor concert takes place out- Qualicum Beach. He is a graduate of the

side the Brown Property Stables at 292 Kwalikum Secondary School band pro-
East Crescent from 2 - 4pm.

Continued on page 2
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Brown Property campaign mounts final push
With less than two weeks to go in the

goal.

The deadline is Aug. 15 and the total

amount raised as of July 27 was

* $240,000,

The organizing committee has plans

for one more major fundraising event -

a Silent Auction & Concert with Juno

award winning saxophonist Phil Dwyer

on Sunday, Aug. 13 from 2 - 4 pm at the

Brown Property stables.
Door-to-door canvassing from French

Creek to Bowser will continue right up

until Aug. 15. The Brown Property

Preservation Society office at 707

Primrose (Next to Dolly’s) will be

manned by volunteers Monday to

Saturday, 10 am to 4 pm. Call 752-2902.

Funds are being raised to purchase

the remaining 15 acres of the 50 acre for-

est on Beach Creek owned by the Brown

campaign to raise $900,000 on behalf of family. 35 acres have already been pur- _ * A book from Al Ranger

the Tall Trees Brown Property Project chased. © a Tuk Caldwell watercolour

efforts are being intensified to reach the A preview of the Silent Auction will —¢ Tai Chi videos

take place on Aug. 6 at the Brown prop-

erty in conjunction with the Sunday

concerts. It will conclude on Aug. 13.

In addition to the auction, an estate

1.4 carat diamond ring set in platinum

and appraised at $11,000 is “up for

bids” and can be viewed at Marquis

Jewelers. Bids, starting at $6,000, will be

accepted at the Brown Property Office

at 707 Primrose St until Aug. 12.

$11,000 ring up for bids

Silent Auction items include:

* Kelly Hanson prints

* trip for 8 to the Carmanah Valley

« Photograph by the late Jack Whelan

* Murder Mystery weekend for 2

* Manicure, massage & spa certificate

* 2 tickets to the Rotary /Chamber gala

¢ electric iron in a wooden box

* hand wheel sewing machine, circa 1908.

¢ Elsemarie Wilson hand-woven blanket

* Jason Marlow wood turing

* Gord Pym print

* Christopher Walker print

* Don Thompson whimsical giraffe

Anyone wishing to donate to the auc-

tion can contact Denyse at 752-8115.

August Concerts in the Park

Aug. 6 - Marjorie Koers, Peter Leclerc &

Rosalie Sullivan, mandolinist Ljljianna

Aug. 13 - Phil Dwyer Quartet

Name:

Yes, I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the Tall Trees Project iF

Address:

Donation Amount:

stat Brown Property Preservation Society Office

707 Primrose, Qualicum Beach, 752-2902, Open 10 am - 4 pm Mon - Sat

(13
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50-acre forest a legacy of General Money
Continued from Page 3

of Major Lowry’s associate R.

A. (Bobby) Brown. R.A.

wasn’t interested in the hotel

but he did want to buy the

golf course in order to protect

his ocean view. \

By the 1970s no one could

be found to keep the hotel

running and the property was

subdivided. Then R.A. Brown

died suddenly in January of

1972 and there great concern

the golf course would be sold

for development. Instead, the

family agreed to sell it to the

Town for $1 million, much

less than market value.

Now, nearly 30 years later,

with his widow Genny too

elderly to continue living in

the home, the family has

_ agreed to sell the surrounding

forest for $1.8 million, half

what it was appraised at. The

community was able to raise

the first $900,000 by May 1 of

last year, securing 35 acres,

and was then given 12

months (with an extension to

Aug. 15) to come up with the

rest. A proposal to raise the

money. through taxation was

defeated in a referendum in

June and now less than a

month remains to reach the

goal.

For supporters of the forest

-it has become a do or die

i proposition. I was among 80

people attending a rally in

late June who pledged to

mount one final push to the

finish line. The total amount

of money raised stood at

$110,000. The task that lay

ahead was daunting but no

one seemed deterred. We

were, after all, a community

that just two years ago had

mounted the superhuman

effort required to force the

resignation of our MLA.

A store-front office was

opened (752-2902) and every-

one hit the deck running. Any

idea was a good idea and

don’t worry about getting

approval. Just do it. I joined

the publicity committee

which attracted a couple of

local heavy hitters. Qualicum

Beach Mayor. Teunis

Westbroek agreed to tackle

the various provincial govern-

ment agencies involved in

protecting land and to do

some arm twisting among fel-

low mayors on the Central

Island.

Former Premier Brian

Peckford pledged to get him-

self on every major TV and

radio station in Vancouver

and Victoria in an effort to

attract donors, I volunteered

to arrange a free concert pic-

nic every Sunday afternoon
until Aug. 13 in the heart of

the forest where the Brown

family had a riding ring and

stables. Another supporter

Proposed a home and garden

tour of Qualicum Béach’s rich

and famous which was held

on July 29 weekend. There’s a

. feeling that if everyone makes

enough noise the appeal will
reach the ears of the right

donors. Afterall, the. cam-

paign a year ago was partly

successful because it attracted

someone with a $200,000 capi-+

tal gain for which they

tequired a tax receipt.

It’s a time when the word

community takes on a much

larger meaning and as a non-

resident I had no trouble

counting myself in.

This appeared originally in He
July 16 Victoria Times-Colonist.

Brown property video on internet
The Brown Property

Committee has posted to the

world wide web a new digital

’ video of the 50 acre forest. It

was created by a 1999 student
summer project known as the

E (Environment) Team.

The seven-minute video is

a guided tour of this magnifi-

cent older growth forest by

Kwalikum Secondary grad

Annilou Verge-Marion.

During the tour Annilou

plays peekaboo with a baby

deer, takes a close-up look at

spider weaving her web,

inspects the gnarled bark of

an aricient Douglas fir and

dips her hands in the cool,

clear water of Beach Creek.

° She reminds v viewers that
ie 4.

unless the final 30 per cent of

the forest is protected from

development the integrity of

the entire forest is at risk.

The E Team video, which

was edited professionally by

local film producers :PKil

Carson and Julie Austin (752-

0307), can be viewed at

www christopherlée.com/bro -.

wri, , ’

Other members of the E

team were Aurelie Verge-

Marion, Simon Tilby, Katie

McLean, Shannon Watson

and Sheila Tobin. Through a

B.C. government grant they

were hired last summer to

film several videos relating

environmental issues on the

Central Island.
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on-Sun., Aug. 13.

Juno award winning saxophonist
‘Phil Dwyer and. several. Vancouver
Island” professional musicians will
display- their talent .and- perform at
the final-Save the Tall Trees concert ing the concert.

The deadline ‘for ' raising: the

Ang. 2000 THE MORNING SUN

The outdoor concert takes place :
- outside the Brown, Property: Stables ats.
: 292 East Crescent, from 2.to'4 p.m: A.
silent auction will also bée Held: dur:

campaign.

By Valerie Baker
Two new fundraising ini-

‘tiatives are underway in. the
ree) “to: Purchase

the 15-acte: Brown property...
. Brown, property support-

. erg can: now, remember loved

: fundraising, thi
time al memoriam Celr.:

_ tificates.

here to taise funds -
‘to honour loved ones who
-loved the outdoors, and. would

want.to help to’ save. the

_ trees,” he said.

The memoriam ceortifi-
: cates, available in three differ-
ent.styles, feature a backdrop
of Brown property’s ancient

ctrees and. can.be viewed at ‘the

society's headquarters, ©

In addition, Quality, Food

on . Shoppers tan: help the. Tall,
Trees Project ‘with ‘their Q-

Points, which ¢an'be ‘cashed: in

and donated 'td the society:
' Authorization Aorms ate

available at the society heéad- ~
quarters at 707 Primrose.

Street, Qualicum. Beach, :752-

2902. Meanwhile, att,

dolinist Ljljanna, M:
.Koers,

antiques, jewelry and other
unique.

which. is being held Aug:6
and 13 at.the Brown. property

+ between 2and.4-p, wy
with Sunday concerts,

The Aug. 6, concert fea-
tures.; entertainment by, tnan-

atjorie

Peter Leclerc and
Rosalie Sullivan, and..on
August 13:Juno ‘Award win-
ning saxophonist Phil, Dwyer

and Friends. will perform in |
the final concert... |,

_ The project has until Aug.
15 to secure. $910,000.to pur-

chase the remaining 15-acre

-portionof the Brown.-property.

“As'aresult, the: “Phi
will be the-last.o

{
“|

i
!

items “have been. #:'

donated | for the silent.auction,.”.
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Tall Trees a community project too big to ignore:
Living 10 minutes.from

town I can pretty. much keep

a distance from the political

comings and goings of the’

place I call home, Qualicum

Beach.

Asa non-resident I don’t

have a say anyway in what

goes on. But over the last

three years there has been one

community issue I have been

, unable to ignore, namely a

campaign to save from devel-

opment 50 acres of tall trees
in the heart of the town.

With its fish-1 -bearing stream
and deep ravine it is a place
that has always stood apart, a

magnificent woodland sanc-

tuary that somehow escaped

ever being logged.

It was originally owned by

General Noel Money, an aris-

tocratic British General who

more than anyone else is

responsible for charming sea-

Boy, was there ever a lot of interest in winning two tickets

'to Bard ito Broadway. And everyone knew former Premier Bill

and Lillian Vander Zalm are the ones who generously gave

-|the summer theatre project free use of their property next to

the Town Hall. Marie Scott was the lucky winner this time.

Thanks to the many others who entered.

Qualicum Quiz: Name the Coombs business (and Totem

418. Call 752-2850 to enter.

advertiser) who can fix just about anything you care to bring
in for repair. A $25 gift certificate courtesy of the Totem from

iat business will be awarded to person with the correct!

answer whose name is drawn. Deadline for entering is Aug.

block became General

Money's domain. Using other

people’s money he did all he

- could to make it the centre-

piece of the community.

Little by little, a luxury

hotel was built, a small. golf

course developed, a commu-

nity water system completed

and the general was able to

provide himself with a two-

storey baronial home and pri-

vate forest overlooking it all.

But there was never enough

money (or clientele) to sup-

port the venture which meant

each winter the hotel was

closed and the fairways were

turned into cow and sheep

pasture.

Fortunately Calgary oil
money came to the rescue just
as the general’s dream was

beginning to slip from his

grasp. Major Lowry, the

founder of Home Oil and a

summer resident, bought the

general's home after his death -

in 1941. The hotel itself was

taken over by Vancouver teal
estate developers.

Fifteen years later, the

home passed: into the hands

Continued‘on Page 5_.
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» Tf Lummi Island can do it, so can we.
To hear that the tiny San

Juan island of Lummi (pop.

800) successfully raised

$900,000 earlier this year to

preserve a 70-acre forest has

to be a big morale booster for

the many volunteers working,

on the Tail Trees Brown

Property Project in our com-

munity.

Obviously, anything is .pos-

sible if a community as small

as Lummi Island can do it.

What is clear from talking to

one of the Lummi organizers,

Dave Kirschner, is that the

campaign has to be creative

and perhaps ultimately bene-

fit from a surprise source of

great generosity.
Early on.in their year: long.

, ‘campaign! ‘one anonymous
donor volunteered to match

dollar for dollar every dollar

raised. Suddenly $900,000

became only $450,000. That

amount: wa made even more

taised $250,000 of

$450,000 needed.
Still the committee had its

work cut out. A mailing list

of nearly 1,000 potential

donors was developed and.

through that network they

somehow managed to reach

the goal by the June 14th

deadline.

With two weeks to go they

were still $100,000 short.

Dave says in the end 45 peo-

ple donated $1,000 or more,

another 100 gave $250 or

more, and there was a hand-

ful who gave between

the

$20,000 and $30,000 each,

They also received two

grants totaling $80,000.

The Tall Trees Brown

Property Project is now into

its final two weeks with con-

siderably more than $100,000

left to be raised. But perhaps,

in terms of the two communi-

ties’ relative size, the task that

remains is not dissimilar.

A tremendous amount has ~

been accomplished since the

failure of the referendum in

June which would have pur-

chased the final 15 acres

through a tax levy. Public

awareness has spread well

beyond the boundaries of

Qualicum Beach. The home

and garden tour attracted

people from all over

Vancouver Island. More than

500 tickets. werelsold,
“With the doof-to-door can-

vassing, Sunday concerts and

the silent auction, continuing _

right up atlahe Aug. 15
deadline anything is possible.

No stone isi‘being. left

unturned in.an effort'to.reach

the goal. The cause will: iiot

fail for a lack::of. trying.

Perhaps mosténcouraging,

for those toiling:on the front

lines is that for every $15:dol-

lar raised another ‘square

metre of the forest is pre-

served for ever! It’s not an all
or nothing proposition. Every
dollar counts, |

For volunteers, a few

moments spent in this spec-

tacular older th forest is

all it takes to be reminded of

why they have given $0

much of their ameand eng”
gy to the camp: ign. :

: - Richard de Candole



mmenting on the e|
cleanliness of Qualicum ||

, Beach, they. said “your

- town'staff do things: very |

“well, there--was not a ;

cigarette butt-to.-be.seen in|

“town... and .the,ocean-walk |

THE: MOUS skin. web. 2090. wel. =

.By Valerie Baker « a '
Qualicum: Beach “Fr

described as’ “an entire
community which is-very.

aesthetically beautiful,” ‘by

Communities in Bloom ,

judges Margaret .Howé and. |

Hubert.Noseworthy.

“You. have very dedi-

cated volunteers: who. do

very: many projects. We're
talking ‘of. significant funds

and major undertakings,”’

the judges told the Morning

Sun after'touring the town:

Wednesday. :

Following last year’s”

success ‘in. the provinciak:

competition, Qualicum

Beach‘ is Competing | for. the

national. - title 2

against séven

other communi-..

tiés in the 5,000...

to 10,000 popu-

‘lation'¢ategory.

Noseworthy

— a retired parks

and recreation

superintendent

. for St. John’s,

Newfoundland

— said he. was

particularly impressed with]
the Beach Creek. improves: ‘

ment project.

‘teers. who-do-very:

many. projects.
We're fe talking,

jor

cings.. q
Howe and N loseworthy

99

cH

“It is a-unique feature: )
of the community - and. °
showed tremendous initia-

: tive from an environmen. .

tal perspective,”

he said... “The

streamkeepers

should be congrat-:

ulated.” .

Commenting -

on the’ Brown |

property, which

was. included ‘in

the tour, Howe |

said “it is a natural .

environmental

-heritage piece, a fairly pris-_

tine forest for generations

to come,”

The categories are
getting very

competitive.

and... gets

dediéated volun-. |

stiffer.every year.

Howe’ -

1

“It-will be devastating

it is not acquired,” added

|

4

Alberg, coun: | Marlys

Diamond, chamber of.com-’

merce manager Georgia.!

Maclean and committee

member Diane Peterson,’

who escorted the judges to '

, residential. and downtown ;

ateas, inchiding the. Milner

| Gardens, whieretHey had

Ee ~ 28 lunch,

Eight cat-

-égories are

. judged in: the

. contest: -

tidiness; enivi-

ronmental

initiatives,

community

involvement,

“heritage

i

|

buildings,

.- — —# landscaping

‘in commercial ‘and residen-

tial areas, floral arrange-

ments, urban’ forestry pro-
grams and,‘turfed -areas

where low use of pesticides

is encouraged. -

(4

;- . Qualicum Beach is:
c2 4 competing’

wii th

Carleton

i Place and.

‘ “The, ca Bortes are, c get:
‘fi g very i ypetitive, and

tion gets stiffer,

hy."

“-Coneluding their | com-
, ments, the judges 'said “you
; have avery favourable. cli-

mate’ “but you’ have

: enhanced. it.:you have

_ taken the environment and.

» made it work. to ‘your bene:
| fit.”



licum Bead! "§

they had broughtpress t
a
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Jack Wilson. -:Pregident

B.P.P.S./Tall Trees.Project ’

“it's the 71th how but it's. neve

too Jate to donate. We'won't

“6 Large’slainied glass leaded. window *
* Collector ‘Plates (Alice i int Wonderland).

. © Trip for 8 to. Carmanah. Valley,

~¢ Handwoven silk and-mohair. blanket

affe by Do Thompson
‘botlés of fabulous Cabernet... '--

s * Comm morative. Commonwealth Stamps |

* Several framed originals a ad

If anyone out there 1

thinks the above is over-

stated, I offer you:the-fol-.

lowing: *- — |

a)'Tlive on ‘Canyon
Crescent, next to a vacant

treed lot. I have had two

* 80-foot trees fall‘on my

: house, which demolished a

* shed and damaged.a vehi-

cle and the garage roof, :

resulting in thé owner of

’. the-vacant lot having to”. |

“remove a number of trees;

to prevent re-occurrences..~

b) In the late 1960s, a

, petition was circulated to

stop logging up to the

. Cathedral Grove Park

boundaries. The support °

-was not there and a clear-

cut took place adjacent to

. the park’s southern bound-

ary. A brief walk through

the park today tells the

ongoing blowdown story.

In addition, the timber

on the park’s north side is

now going:to be logged. It

+ is a park under siege. Why

ge down this same road

with the Brown’s Forest?

Thave recently retired

after 33 years with the

‘Ministry of Forests. I have
always believed that blocks

of old growth timber, espe-

~ Twas ¢ quite surprised at
the results of the'referen-

Tn thé niain, the’ tndes on
» adjacent properties, includ-

| ing the golf.course, cer-
tainly have. contributed: to

the stability. of this forest.

This situation will

change diamatically if the

15 acres in question are
logged and developed.

Putting a small lot develop-
~ ment in-this-aréa will, over

time. contribute. the necessi-

ty of removing ‘trees con-
sidered to be dangérous

’ (leaning; dead: or-dying -.

trees) to-homes. and: people
in the development. This

' will be in addition to blow-

- down on this,area, which

will be open to. the.

Southeast storm winds...

dum on, the Brown proper- :

TIME IS RUNNING out: for the option property.
cially on the east coast fir-

forests of Vancouver

Island, should have been. -

set aside, so. that future
generations could-see and_

enjoy what tracts of old

growth-look like-and make

their own decisions as to’.

whettier these blocks:

should be preserved: or.

. logged: Let's give them

this small forest intact and

standing. Sure'a tax: '
deductible donation is war: .

ty.

#2-707.Primrose St

Qualicum Beach.

I already dropped-off
my -donation at the law

firm ‘of Walker '&: Wilson: at

123

ranted-to complete the | pur~

chase of the. Brown Proper.
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Sunday’s concert, auction off
final chance to. save forest

‘By ‘ADRIENNE’ MERCER.
News REPORTER:

it’s ecnanch time for the talt trees.”
Only: five days-remain to taise. the $900; 000. Le

needed to save the final :1'5 acres of the Brown:

property. With. $378,000 raised. by Tue News” pi
time Thursday, Brown. Property: Preservatior;

. cert’ in the park and silent auction: to’ give the. pro
a much-needed push.

Bidding for.the silent auction has, been happen
ing all week, but the fi inal-chance will be from

Dwyer Quartet will take. the. ‘stage. ‘and petform:Tre)
2 p.m.-to 4 p.m. :

“We want a lotof, public, support: — we're hop
ing for a double-header really.” said Sandra-Taylor,

silent auction organizers.

interest in the auction, and people who've-beén stip-

porting the auction will come out-for the music: ©

“Just bring a lawn. chair and your chequebook.”

Both Tayler and Brown Property Preservation
Society president Jack Wilsonsay-for those:who
need conviricing that the Tall Trees Project is a

worthwhile:cause, all they need to do is‘take a stroll

in the park and experience its beauty.

* “Some-of our tour guides have‘taken people:
through who have been skeptical at first,” said

Wilson. “Once; they're through; they’re:totally:

enthusiastic about-saving the property.” : ,
While .the full price of the:15 acré-option proper-

ty may be out.of reach; the Tall Trees Project has

- $ix weeks:— proof to Wilson that the community
does care about the forest.

| left] obviously, but although we-will not meet our ©

| save a significant part of the option property,” he «
said.

See TALL TREES on 1 page Aa

a Brown property office, volunteer and one of. ‘the 23}

“We hope people ‘out for'the-mnsié will take-an’ |

brought i in a quarter of a million dollars in the past. -

| °° “We're not goitig to-make. $500,000. [in thet time

goal in terms of dollars, already we’ve been able to =)

‘steadily throughout the’ week. On Tuesday, provi
“Liberal leader. Gordon: ‘Campbell made good‘on his: 1

| Promise, ofa $200, donation ~— matching $100 |

i “When 1 told Victor [about the: Tall Trees ss Project) he | :
said. ‘Mom youve got to go right away and help?” 7":

ittle time left to fund raise,-von, Eugen
come forward at the Jast minuté-and~ ;

“even if it’s only $10.” |

sratica about the Tall Trees Project or |
yisit the Brown Property headquar-

wters at #2 -707- Prinirose or call 752- 2902. ° us



EVERY: |
$1000 BUYS

BLOCK OF THE:
: BROWN

PROPERTY |

HLYOMSINSH
ALL MONIES

| | RAISED AS OF
: AUGUST 15.

EA | WILL BE USED | _

7 PROPERTY! -

_ CHESTER

G lass Window Commemorati

* Trip for 8 to Carmanah Valley . Stamps 7
* Hand Woven Silk and Mohair Blanket * One Week at St.:Andrews Lodge *
* Several Framed Originals & * Certificates for Manicures, Spas, and

Numbered Prints by Well Known Artist Massages - “
* Set of 3 Tall Trees Color Photos * Much Much More’

* Antique Sewing Machine and Iron

* 7 ft. Folk Art Giraffe by Don Thompson ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE
* 3 Bottles of fabulous Cabernet Wine - TALL TREES PROJECT. :

TALL TREES/BROWN PROPERTY: PROJEC
707 Primrose S. Q.B. 752-29

ade



While the deadline passes today a and
- Subdividing offers ean-be accepted by the:.|
Brown. family, a message has been sent as
. ‘tothe willingness of many in the commu-
‘nity. to-save'the land from developers. ‘

"= "We've raised-roughly $300,000 in .
even weeks since the (June 17) referen-': °:

lum. The more property. we. purchase -

property iast wveekeutd raised $19°30
An estimated:300-400 people:

blankets. and-Jawn.chairs.to.the'f

ble.area.to hear‘a collection’
including Juno award wi

. player Phil Dwyer ‘perfor!

With the supporters’ ‘almost halfway to
total goal of justrove $90C

“Wi son, cautiously: selecting is. , words ;
“They-are awaré of the momentum we
have rj ight now.” . ~

wasn’t the highest bid,-we could

at”



Careful when you say xy ‘they | lost?
o the tree people were unsuccessful: The.15 acres

of second and third. growth botdering the second

and old growth. (got all that?)-has not been:pur-.
chased: Now we get to see if the developers. are in

fact frothing at the mouth, waiting to buy, cut-and build.

It was:a difficult campaign and-in the énd the Tall Trees:

people failed to convince the wealthy among us‘to part .

with a small portion of their.portfolios.and: leave some-

thing: behind for-the er ir eC ;

adopted them:
They also failed: toc t

suck i itup for'some lush land located.on 4 millio

huge: estate =— albeit for the
the'town. > ‘

. The sed hats never: er filled.”
~ Why was less than half of the
$900,000 raised?

Some will point toa disonganized, |
fragmented campaign, one which «|

took far to long to get in'gear.con-

sidering the lengthy time frame’ they
ad to play with.

A campaign where self-appointed.
spokespéople frequently blathered or scribbled, out of turn.

: in the media, all too often coming across.as raving tree: 4)

, huggers unable to see past their:moss-filled goal. . 5 |
A campaign where federal, provincial, and most: impor- |

tantly, municipal politicians. awho have burned scores. of :-

bridges in many sectors-of our.community were-utisur> ©. -

prisingly unable to gather the criti port. from: all
" sides to rally the townsfoliinito a corhmon goal... .”, f

To the dissemination of packs of misinforming pam-

phlets, ads and so. called news stories whereby. residents*:

were unsure 6f what and how much they were: being: asked «|

to save. Even the much heralded campaign‘ title “Tall |

Trees Project” implied the 15-actes‘were populated by.) = {

‘giant Redwoods — rather-than the skinny second growth |
that actually resides in abuiidance there:

Remember people,you have already saved the vast.”
majority of that forest. A previous council spent $400; 000
of your tax dollars on.it'over 15 months ago.

So yes, today, as the deadline Passes, you ci can say the:
Tall Trees pedple lost.

But you would be wrong if} you did.
We all:lose. ee

You'll know when you hear the first ahiinggw whine i its. |
way through the death.row. strips-of young, trees so‘near.: =|
their ancient relatives... . ot Fe

When you'see the bulldozers’ tear out the 1O0ts; and:
stack them in unsightly clumps in Errington or Coombs, 7
(where we like to leave our family secrets) and light: a.
torch to them like some: damn: West Coast funeral pyre.

You'll know then how we all lost." =: *

But the tree people ~~ and all:those.who cut cheques. : |
— you shall: remain n honorable into the future. 4

: Jeff Vircoe ©

(2



‘confidence and

given the soci

about-to give up. It now
hopes to: convince the

“weeks

dim,”

waiting for replys”
“We wanted to tell

them how successful we've
been: in the’ last eight

ince the réferen- *

Said Wilson. “we:

have raised: nearly hi alf-of-
the money, whi h shows a.

Qualicum Beach’
‘Teunis Westbroek- were.

expecting: more donations’
to'trickle in-bef e

“Aug: 15 deadline,

projects they’ve funded: -
They are similar to our.

pfoject. so we have a’ good”:

chance,” says ‘Westbroek.

However, the founda- -

‘tion is not scheduled to

~ theet later this year, which...

makes the extension ‘cru: .

cial. Wilson said they have

yet to determine how

much time they need:

“Tt will depend onthe

- attitude of the Brown

: gain an extension, Wilson. -

said they would focus :-“]

; More on corporate ‘founda-

trust,” he said. = .

’ Should the society

“society, with the help ofa
Tepresentative:

# approaching large compa-*,
. Mes:*

tions“and grants, rather
‘than holding ‘furidraising

‘same péeoplé,” Wi

oi., Last Sun

“drew. a- big ¢

around 400’ people, who

were.entertained by Juno-

-- award winning «singer. Phil

Dwyer.and a silent: auc-

tiometier bt genesis

“The concert and the

quiet auction Was ‘a huge

success,” son “said.

a terrific
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Brow
By Valerie Baker
It’s not over until it’s over.

With half the:money raised to

purchase the 15-acte remainder ‘of

the Brown property, the preservation

society hopes to get a further ‘extén-

sion from the Brown family trustees.

“We're still talking ‘to the
trustees, and hoping we may get-a

decision this week,” said society-pres-

ident Jack Wilson.

“They're awate of the support-
and momentum in the community, "
he said. “We have applied’ for-an.
extension of six months to a year.”

Following the failed referendum

on June 17 —.whén_résidents: voted

$910, 000 purchase of the Temainder

“Now that wé’-have:more_than

: application.”
against. the -town- funding: the ~

‘to arrive at-the. society's headquar:

through property taxes = _ volutiteets ~ Ain
rallied: They “raised $320,000 in- less. - who cashéd:
than‘two months, bringing the:total . Points. :
to more than’ $450,000 by: the Aug.” a
15 deadline: . °~:

If the Brown.fa

grant an: extension. t mt

property, the society” pply to wt
foundationsand corporations. for - de
additional funding, © oe

- “There vate: foundations we.
weren't aware of: before, ‘such as °-:

Weyerhaeuser, who: revies grant deadline,. ‘tay
applications in the fall,” said Vilson: are ‘welcome

branch of the:P
Credit Union. :

‘Meanwhile, donations: continue en

$450,000, it adds credibility’ to our’

for Brown

campaign.

-Ithough some amongst u
‘to have'given yp, thereis
very real chance to save thé 138.

acte remainder of the Brown, pro

While there: probably isn’t.ve
much ittore nioney to be fo

“ly, the fact that the community:
‘able to raise $320,000 in less than two
months — and push the total raised

to more than $450,000 — has tobe
noticed by. all the major grant- giving
-organizations that haven't already
contributed.

So now. the orgariizéts are asking
the Brown family trustees — who. still
_conttol the 15-acte remairider — to

_ place another delay on development.
If that is granted, they will focus their

efforts on major foundations, corpota-
tions and organizations that haven't

given yet. e
Well done. Don’t give up the fight. "

3.9.90 Py Bruce Winfleld M. Ss.



{30

ing in,

\. Just. over,a; week. after the.

-option déadling, the -worst-

Half way there and v raiti Ir
By ADRIENNE MERCER.” . “People donated their Q-' -
News REPORTER AS: . 2000 - points (bofus’ points gained ~

The deadline has come and
gone, but the cash is still com-

case scefiatio for ‘the:Brown

Property Preservation Society

is half of ‘the’ 15-acre*option

property will be saved.
A donation that came’ in.

after the Aug..15 deadline — -

$11,800 from Quality Foods

and its customers — means

the volunteer-initiated Tall”

Trees Project has raised just

over $450,000, more than half

the $900,000 cost of the

option property.

by shopping at Quality Foods «

outlets) and raised half that

amount; and: Quality” Foods

was kind: enough: to-match the

donations,” .-said ~ Brown

Property Preservation Society .
president Jack Wilson,

. Quality ‘Foods. managiiig*”:

store matched $5,900; 11

point donations’ ‘because ‘
us, it was.a good cause.”

Donatioris::: of ':Q- 6
were taken ‘through the-Brown

Property: Preservation So
and “not- the, “store; “said.

Briuolo.. :
“People could ‘fill ont a

form through the Brown prop- :

: hoping for a further exter ion

- the points,” he explained.
While’ the :society i

to allow for more fundraising,
Wilson says nothing is certam:. |

at this point. This Week» he:;

-sént the Brown Family ‘Trust a

étter’ indicating the: society

“raised $436,000 “or 48.5

pet cent of the purchasé:price:

sand -money is:still coming

quarters: at 707 Primr6sé and: -
donated $5;000°in-U.S:-funds. -

» To donate-to:the Tali “ibs
Project, call 752-2902.

Brown trus ees

* this week:

- tions with thé trustees, tol

Every close.

{

|

consider,r
Ms. 30, 82259

By Valerie Baker

A decision: on whether; ;

the Brown family ‘trustees

thé purchase of the’ 15-acre
option. portion is expected

- Realtor Ian Lindsay,
who i is conducting negoti

the Morning Sun “we al

“The Brown trustegs

‘aré. aware and impressed: by.,

‘4 work of the community

| atilatge [in raising money],

bard itis having a positive

; impacton negotiations,”
|-said Lindsay. “They: realize:

doriations are still coming
pntye eee

The Brown property
Preservation Society cur-

rently has..more than

$450,000 toward the pur-

chase of the property,

‘teers and: individual |
endeavours © for.
fundraising efforts:

, Priced.at:. $910, 000, raised
through ‘4:-variety of'doria

Hons and community |

Tax:deductible dona:
“-tions.can be made at the

Brown “property headquar: |
ters'at 707: Primrose St,‘or

any branch. of =the

. Parksville. and - District

Credit Union.
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Dueling saxophones a highlight of. Tall Trees summ
Some personal highlights

(and lowlights) from a

summer spent helping raise

nearly $1/2 million to save

15 acres of Tall Trees:

© The unexpected chance

to watch KSS saxophone

sensation Jamie Campbell

match two-time Juno win-

ner’Phil Dwyer, also a

hometown boy, note for

note on the same stage dur-

ing the final Sunday after-

noon concert at the Brown

Property. What.a power-

house of talent those two

are. Phil, by the way, will

be a special guest on CBC

Radio’s Danny Finkelman

when he does a live show

in October. Watch this’

space next month for the
date.

¢ The treat of finding
myself as replacement

accompanist (I play guitar

arid. sing). for the very gift- ;
ed. singer Rosalie Sullivan

at the volunteers wind-up

picnic. I have admired the

passion and purity: of her

voice since hearing-her sing

a few years ago with’ Cliff

Reynolds. She knocked me

out last year with her per-”

formance of Dulcinea-in

ECHO Player’s Man of La
Mancha. And she did jit

again at the picnic with her .

rendition of Autumn Leaves

among several-tunes.

‘* Discovering the won- :

derful video done of the,

Brown Property by mem-

bers of the summer youth E
Team in 1999, It became a

valuable tool ih reaching -

beyond. the community for

donations. The vidéo: cap-

tures. the mystery and

majesty of the forest beauti-

_ fully. ‘The light-hearted |

Verge-Marion: : was.

exuberance’ of narrator «

(and tour guide): Annilou

an

added bonus, :

«Twas: continually

impressed by. -the cam-.
paign’s ‘real foot soldiers -

the two. dozen:or:so- who’.

gave up their summer to-go: :

knockitig on-doors, Never -

knowing if you would:meet. ;

friend or foe, must have:

been. an emotional roller- ~

coaster. Their efforts con- -
: tributed $20,000. plus. who
knows. how. much: that" salj
came into:the office-as: a:

result of theit visit.’

° The campaign’s single ;

Fred Saliani, left, and Brook Kennedy, right, performed in a Brown Property concert
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Brown Property campaign |
This. summer’s campaign

to save the remaining:15

acres of the Brown. Property
reached the half-way point

- by: the Aug. 15 deadline,

said society president Jack .
: Wilson. in

And he remains. opti- '
mistic that the Brown

Family: Trust. will agree to .

extension of six months to a.”

year to allow the balance to ©

be raiséd. The campaign

objective: ‘was.$900,000.
“I've very proud of ‘what. a

was-accomplished,” said’’ |:

Jack. “By Aug: 15 we had.

saised $450,000: including: E
. commitments. On the basis:

of having that amount of

money. we have written the

_ Brown Trust asking for-an:

‘extension. -We are hopeful :
' they will agree to. our

request.” :

Jack Said ‘this will give the S
Brown. , « -, Property

Preservation Society: time to
“hear back from a variety of

corporations, ‘charitable

foundations and govern-
- Ment agencies. ‘He said their

, they were! not able to
time lines were such. that ;

jG, (3.7. 2.000

By Valerie Baker

The Brown Property

Preservation Society is

hopeful it will be granted

an extension on the pur-

chase of the 15-acre

remainder of the property.

The society applied to

the Brown family trustees

for an extension following

the Aug, 15 deadline. It has

more than $450,000 in

Tak said. there ' was. a feel:

the- local nnd ae had

_ focused outside

donations toward the total ~
purchase - price. of

$910,000.

Local» realtor Ian

Lindsay is currently negoti-

ating an extension date,

and society president Jack :

Wilson hopes a decision .

will be made in the com-

ing week.

Meanwhile donations

continue to arrive, includ-

Dwyer was joined by KSS grad.Jam

ppreciative.of

-ty of Qualicum:
‘ing, of sadness among ‘the

core group of about '50 ‘that -

ing a 1 recent t $500 donation
“from a Parksville residenit,
Said Wilson.

’ Tax-deductible dona-’

‘tions can be made at the

society’ $ s headquarters at!
707 Primrose St. | in?
Qualicum’ Beach, or at any.
branch of the Parksville:

and District Credit Union, ‘



By soot MERCER :
News" "REPORTER SF ALLO oo:

Both the-Brown Property’ Preservation
Society and ‘the ‘Town of Qualicum Beach |

ay; which ‘will eventually

allow. the society and the town to jointly :

oversee the, town-owned. portion of the,
Brown Property. The town also gave sec-
ond reading to. similar bylaw to establish” ‘

~. an airport management commission,

The Browi Property bylaw outlines a

managemiént.commission made-up of one

~ yoting member from council; one.non-vot-

ing member from town staff, two voting.

members from the Brown Property
Preservation Society and two voting ‘imem- ,

__ bers at-large, to be appointed from the -

town’s list of electors.:

~. As the town hammers out-the manage-

ment’bylaw, the Brown Property

By ADRIENNE MERCER
‘News: Reporter 228A 4 i ood

‘Tuesday when reptésentatives: of the
|Brown-family allowed: an‘extension ‘to

ataise $900, 008 to buy the: final 15 acres of
4 the property. * 7
<The society has raised $450; 000: to date;

official:authority to speak
not Accotding ¥ to society pei J ack

assed second reading of anew:

; stuffed shirt;

‘ Qualicum Beach town’ hall; at 201 £660... |

time:to. ‘do. this if in'a focused way.”
Wilson said he never anticipal x

133

price: of the land, mostly. thin
nity | donations. <".”

thing. alive.” :

Suggestions canbe’ submitted to.

Primrose. ’

The extra time does‘ come at. a-price —
heh the: society. makes full payment for’.
e. e final 15. acres, it will also pay the.



aid Wilson, whos cifiera Cole a as[to-tar-:applica-ed: :: “nOW, focus:on acquiring “. David Gifford-Cole,fuitids from. corporations a and foundations :.’ Beach has offered to head the: fundr :aie Sow2a Se By228 Eve 28: gé = gaySes gee 32
BES ao 6 wv ,B52 2s52os22 32:OSes § BEB oga 2S OO Rea.‘6a gor. ysOpe B: FE oS.3? AS 4 Boo 8 ES‘SoBe Bg PP oes.or é gS a 22 Be -es POoo: , any3 = = eowe :2

ee e

2. Bras2 Fg 2> 38 :=| 6.5 aSi nS 80 ieic Goh ESs. BaP AS aa ey eos: 28ined &:. cero 29 ~ the 15-acre portion. — fundraisers puttheir shoulders to. the wheel. and raisedmore than $330,000 by the Aug. 15 dead-Jine.“Tt was a pretty intensive fundraisingcalapaign, we teceived more than’1,500mations,” said Wilson.oar condition of the éxtension is that“the Brown family trust receive interest onthe’ $450,000 already raised, which willamount to around $12,000, said Wilson.onations to thé society can be madeker arid Wilson law: Offices at 707Primtose Street, Qualicum Beach.



nk each one of you personally show
‘numerous to: mention: indivi l ally.

of the Brown
eryation Society, .

(357
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News 244.2000:

You mi . eit happen... :
wishes to sincerély ank lL the

people who. contributed t th 1

ig: communities. Our: thanks also go to concerned and ~
i" people from’ as*far away as Victoria, Vancouver, Winnipeg, -

Te ‘onto Halifax and the U.S: . : :

oN



October, 2000, = QUALICUMTOTEM

n campaign

“Tava Tecent ‘telephone call to. Mr. Jack
_-Walson,.1 posed the: question that possibly:

: the: remaining 15.acres:of the Brown prop: »-
“erty: were no longer. worth $900,000. His”

" zeply to me, was quote “you may. be right”

‘unquote} ‘and suggested: that I-contact the. -
negotiator, Ian Lindsay. .

-. Mr. Lindsay; while‘not denying that ‘land
~ values in general: have-declined within the

‘. Jast.two' years; emphasized that:a different

-~ set of:criteria was‘established in. regards to

negotiate { from a position of streil a feel
a add insult to injury; the Society Has embell-’,

ished: the offer by agreeing to pay thé --

Brown family the ititerest on ‘the $450, 000
now.in.thé bank.

A full-investigation-into this whole pro-
ject is justified, particularly ‘since taxpayers

money. was involved in. the purchase of the: :
initial: 35. acres.

~-Clive Jones.

News? 3, (0, 2900. Qualicum Beach.
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George -Mitchell accompanied!

Diamond for the two-day National.

Symposium on Parks: and. Grounds’

hich preceded the awards ceretno-

ualicum Beach
was. awarded

‘Four Blooms’ in

Last year’s judge Waiter Retzger

id people who visited the town
In addition, the scribed it as “breathtaking,”

town received ‘special.

tecognition .for- the

. lourful floral: designs

of. seven ;
unities com- -
dn, the:S, 001 ° u

ceremony

day, said

aining a: clean

ppearance
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Brown land, airport manageable |
Pair of new commissions will. give public input into decisions _
‘By ADRIENNE MERCER
NEWS REPORTER Octobai- 2000

“Two new commissions: witl be set
“up in Qualicum Beach to, mana

Brown Property and the town’ S airs.
port:

° Qualicum Beach, councillors gave
z third reading to the bylaws needed to-

set up.the commissions Oct. '2, then,

“-passed both bylaws unanimously:
Similar in makeup, the commis~

-, sions. will each have five voting

members,

~The, airport commission will be
comprised of two members at large,
ONG Thethber: of town. staff and-two .

“members: ap, ited by council, with

at Teast one ‘being a council member.
The Brown Property commission ,

will include. two voting members:
appointed by’ council, -with at least-
one being a council member, two-

voting members from the Brown
‘Property Preservation Society; one

“ - voting member.at large and-one non-

~ Society 2y

voting member from town staff
Brown Property Preservation

Society president Jack Wilson sees

the commissions as a way for.the --

public to:participate, on-a‘ volunteer

basis, inthe management of the

Brown property and the airport lands. '
- “It’s always been the intent of the

to be able to have some

say. in-How the [property] is deyel-

oped and maintained, and.this pro-

vides the: vehicle to do that,” he

“added.

ANNUAL GENERAL Mectine
WEDNESDAY, OCT 25 © ) pm
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre -

«3. Year. Membership ($10): payable at the door

M SS. Octobar 2000, Jack Wilson

_ Page 5)

“son commission to manage
‘David Gifford:Colé updos the’ “"-nature *-

“ed the méinbership- on: his.
efforts to: raise outside the :
community ‘the remaining;

$450, 090 needed ‘to.complete

expected tobe appointed

“Town Couneil in. Novernber.

At that: time a-decision jis also

oreserve. ©

Commission. members are’

Those: is: s-attendaiice. at the”.
annual meeting were evenly; “..
split ‘betwéen:’ favouring:

Qualicum’ Beach “Nature... ’-

Reserve.and Qualicum p oe
Heritage.Forest. ° :

‘the acquisition. He said he

Was'still.in the process of con-

. :tacting potential donors.
Past-president Chris Lee

“updated the membership’ ‘on
- the: creation of a new six; -per-

ill be Dave Field;

Peck rd, Anne Klees

“expected regarding the nam- ~

- several, dozen names have

: public 1 newspaper appeal.

Other. names suggested
ing of the nature reserve. include: Beach Fore:
’ ‘The meeting was.told that Emerald Forest, Tall Trees -

Park, Deer Haven. Forest, The
Woodland, Oceanside Forest :
and White Tail Woods: . :

been siiggested as a result of a



” i ‘December, 2000: :

a nothing else:t the. pro-_
posed logging.
‘Weyerhaeu

importance to.all

ur lives’ fisheri¢s,
life; tourism, sregre-

‘then:to lay-out.a

its Stewardship ‘that

is based -not.on who.owns i
_ Which parts but‘rather‘on'the _,

“spécifiditentuinss Geach area,
The. benefit of. sucky: ‘a plan

‘istthat itwillout :

Clutesi pointed out it has pends
been the lifeblood’ OF. every ;
diving species: i

for tens. of:

f 

‘

this tound,, particularly i if they |
are prepared. to commit to liv- !

. ing by its conclusions. .
F ‘The matter may’ seem Well |

i 3 than 30 per Outside its jurisdiction but it is
‘cent Even if it’s 50\per‘cent one in which Qualicum’ Beach,‘Gj 

Town Council should. play'a'}

leadership | tole. What: other
elected body Ras a bigger |
Stake in’the long-term health
of the river.

> * Richard de Candole
Sarr 

CTE Sl

jipport fora
comptehen ive watershed
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Bill F Recalm
Grandson of. Qualicum Annie is serene a

went along to

Eagle Park Health

Care Facility on

Thursday, Nov. 30,

the day before Bill

Recalma was to celebrate

his 90th birthday. :

IJ-did so, with some trepi--~

dation as I had heard that

’ this man was pretty direct °

. and, turning 90, perhaps a a

little “difficult?” _

However, I found a very’ =

gentle and serene man sit-

ting in his wheelchair,.and,

as he said, ‘‘just waiting.” I

asked him what was he.

waiting for ... and he

replied, “just waiting for the

world to go on and on...”

Thad previously learmed

a little of his background

and found that Bill is a

descendant of the Qualicum

Band of Indians. The terri-.

tory occupied by the.

Pentlatch people-covered an ~

area between Kye Bay and

Craig Bay on the East

Coast of Vancouver Island.

Bill was born in 1910.

His mother was Agnes, the

only child of Qualicum

Tom and Qualicum Annie.

Agnes was born around

1886 in their Big House on

the Qualicum Reserve.

Agnes was married in the

Indian tradition to

NORMAJEAN LANEGAN

Emmanuel Recalma — a :
South American Indian who _
had jumped ship in Union

Bay during the latter part of *

the 1890’s. and had been

taken to Qualicum by Tom _

to live and work there,

Tn June of 1910, “when”

Agnes was pregnant with

their fifth-child (Bill),
Emmanuel was killed while

working in a logging camp
near the reserve. Agnes

tried to get some compensa-

‘tion from the company, but

the court ruled against her

since the marriage was an

Indian Custoin Marriage..

The court ruled that Agnes -

and her children were ~

Indians since Agnes had |

never lost-her status

because her marriage to

Emmanuel was by custom.

only. .

Agnes remained a amem-
ber of the Qualicum Band

until her marriage to~

“George Mitchell in 1915,
which automatically trans-

ferred. her status to the

Comox Band.-Her five chil-’

dren remained on the .

Qualicum Band list. (Agnes

had four children born of -

this second marriage):

The Recalma family on

the Qualicum Reserve is

descended from both

Qualicum Tom and

Qualicum Annie. They still

practice the rights and priv-

ileges transferred to. their

great-great grandfather,

“Klaquagila ovd

- learned to réad music: He:

was able to: play manly .

\ feréd'an accident while

leg. However, despite this

December 1; 1910, “He was the son of the only daughter:
of Qualicum “Tom -and: Quaiictim:“Annie ‘and:was.

therefore, the last of the Pentlatch People of ‘his
generation. Bill was a survivor .of.the Kuper: Island
Residential School:-He was an ‘accomplistiéd musician
until‘an accident left his right-arm and+ left leg paralyzed.
Despite this. handicap he ledan: indépendent,

préductive lite. He taught himself. how to write: with his

left hand and: went on to:-become’ an. accomplished

t, working in many different mediums. Hé fished

on.a litile putter until his handicap. made:-that

impossible: He then moved:to. Vantouver and was: a’

founding member- of “the: i

Society that [ater blended

who found themselves so lost:and' lonely in that'large

city where they had come: to. further. their education:
Many of these young: people have gone onto, become
today’s Aboriginal leaders and: advocates. for today's
youth: Uncle Bill will be-sadly missed by-his:“children”

who were, in fact; his. nieces: and nephews, thetr.
children, grandchildren‘and ‘great ‘grandchildren .who

never let: a day go by without one: or.more..of them:

popping in to brighten his ay and in return .be nurtured | !
and loved by him.

There will be no funeral service-at his feques!
Following the tradition. of Bill's ‘people; ‘a' Memorial.
Pole will be raised in his memory one ye: after his”
death, The:Polé will be placed in front ie

Family Ceremonial Big House that-will be opened «
.on the same day on the Qualicum Reserve.

In lieu.of flowers; donations may .be made toeithér:the
ago. District'69 Hospice Society, 210: ‘W..Crescent, Qualicum.

Bill wént to Beach, BC V9K: 19 orto the Eagle-Park Auxiliary, aT
‘Kuper Island:( Jories Street, Qualicum Beach, BC. V9K 112

‘Chemainus) where healso: passed away. He moved .

into Trillium Lodge and

thence-to Eagle Park Health ~

Care Facility where he is

today...”

Bill Recalma was té

enjoy a family birthday ..

party on Friday, ahd I’m

sure they all had ‘a good
time. .~

Happy 90th, Bill.

BILL RECAL|

Qualicum Toit

instruments; but ‘his prefet-

ence was the trumpet:

Unfortunately; Recalma suf-

duck hunting when’ he'was -

just 19 and was paralyzed

in his righthand:and left »

disability, Recalma became

proficient in building fish ‘ |
- boats, making his-own fish |
lures a8 well as being.an

accomplished artist.

As.an artist, he worked

with-many different médi-

‘ums — rock3, bead work,

leather work, carving, oil

painting and has even writ-

ten.a book on hunting and

fishing based ‘on the phases

of the moon. °
_; Recalma:was an activist

in the: Peace Movement in

1970 and wrote many arti-

cles.on the subject. These,

together with his paintings

and carvings, reached many

destinations around the

world. He considers eating

the right foods and keeping



rs “Anton “Kruyt
: ‘Tanner, “Public
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More than, “seven acres sto be. bought before | \ Viarch
By ADRIENNE MERCER <3

578, 2000 -

. Community efforts raised $450,000. .°>°
_ toward purchasing the final 15 acres’ of the

Brown property this year — enough ‘to pre-

| serve half of the Qualicum Beach forest,

With 7.5 acres'left to go, the Brown

Property Preservation Society has secured. °

:a March 15 extension on the option dead-
‘line, and a five-member team is quietly

: working :6n. major fund-raising initiatives,

“Nothing. is finalized, but we’ve-sent off

. we're going after two’ major

donations and are investigating others,”

said gociety president Jack Wilson.

The sroup has-taken a ‘behind. the--

|

applications ..

=” The gommission will review

and seléct the nanie of the for-

est from suggestions received

‘Over the‘past.two years, and
““prepate a site inventory and

inspection report on existing

trails and facilities...

Jt will primarily administer

: the 39-acre portion of the
» Brown. property, while fundrais-

ing efforts continue to secure
the remaining portion.

' “Thanks to ‘the local citi-

Project:

1p property commission named
zens of Qualicum. Beach and
Parksville and ‘others outside

the area, who raised ‘a third of a

million dollars; in: -two' “months*
this past summer, the remai:

grasp,”

Preservation Society President

Jack Wilson.

“With half.of the remaining ,
15. -acre portion acquired

through these fundraising

efforts, the society is continuing

scéfiés approach: this fall,’
withlast summer's public dtive to raise
awareness and funds through: the Tall Trees

But there’s a réason for that,‘says
Wilson.’ Because so ‘miich of the cash.

raised to date was collected ‘in-small -

amounts from private donors, the

“Now. focusing on other: option: 7
“You can’t go overboard,” ‘he explained.

“We canvassed. the local:community:

thoroughly over the's ummet; they’ ve done:
‘alot already.” :

Anyone interested ‘can still make a tax,

deduictible‘donatioi to thé’s
Walker and’ Wilson law offiges:. at 707

‘Primrose Street in Qualicum Beach..

cis

zally.

iety-at-the ~ |

‘Property
Preservation: Society Has

-stéceived ‘an ‘exterision deadline
ing, balance: is within: our * wntill March, 15;2001.

says Brown Property... -. ;

707 Primrose St.,
Beach.

For further informat n,
call 752-8135;



tt

‘Fhe Town of Qualicum, Beach’ got afour |

month extension. to: try and purchase the
remaining 15 acrés of the.Brown property,. ;

Tan: Lindsay, negotiator for the:town and ;

the Brown Property: Preservation. Sgciety;.: :
-securéd an extension of the previous “May. 1 |

purchase option déadline. =

wn Prdperty * Preservation
ed an extension’ until

the remaining $450,000 ni
to. buy the: rest st of the e pit perty. ©

‘manag

mént: and development of
the: forest corisisterit with ©
the: Restrictive :‘Covenaiit
registeréd: ‘against ‘the’ prop-

: “° Maké'sué rilles. ‘and:hin-
: itations: on. the. use. of the -

forest; as.it deems appropri-
5 ate...

serve. the final 15. ‘acres of

* Society.” had taised
-$100;000:2,

miné apataiea of not to pre

© towards

-of the parcel. ;$900,000-pric



M.S. Jon, W2000
“By Valerie Baker .

The‘ Brown property: — ‘as-it® hass
“péen-known: for the past.few years:—*

is. now The Heritage, Forest: of
Qualicum Beach. :

The name was chosen ‘iin: 30:
nafhes suggested. by-the public.
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munity day i in theese
underlined thé imiportance of the

. tiver and the lové;tocal peo le have

= -Can these elected officials really
be so-out-of fouch with what their

community wants? Say it isi t so.

i i Editor: Bruc Bruce e Winfield

aeecesocoegneee

seven, eight aid'10 contain
some 20.species of cultural-

<ly important plants.

mes

“ow-that you mention it, there i is-somethii
could:be improved in local newSpaper Cover

age. Environmental coverage often seems to’ -

“focus tog: ahany ‘column inches on high visibility, often

confrontational issues, while providing mere centime-

tresto the: many. positive; low key, co-operative suc-

cesses that occur continually-in our coinmunities. This

: ‘perspective affords a-twisted view of the true nature-of

environmental issues and.-efforts.. It} portrays them as: .

“and: balanced.
Aivisive-and extreme, when they: are in fact, uniting,"

sa WO} saltural-
vly ‘modified tree: Tw :

anopy. ‘in any way
shape: or: form: imeans.:you.:

will lose -half the species I

talked about.” :

i

pe

ally-active:people.T know were:
in agreement on. this;’to the degree that consideration .°

is given -to préducing an independent shieet to pro-

anced,. compreheiisive coverage. Unfortunately, ~

itas was, too: much-for'such busy. people, ‘but for
the local. press and all its facilities, it would be much:
easier. |

A regular, environmentally focused column would
a long: way to letting people know what. goes on

und them and might serve as.an impetus:to move

_ them to action themselves" ‘Environmental Goncems

“will, more and more, come. to dominate our attentions
in the coming years: Knowledge and understanding of

E those sorts of issues will ‘go a long way in.helping us to:
; mitigate some of the threats we e unleash 1 upon our-_

‘| sel -

woes a Rob Adams
: Received via email *



~ By ADRIENNE MERCER

Beach,

Brown forest is nov
Controversial property in Qualicum Beach gets an Official new: fame

Jan. 12, 001

The forest formerly known as the

Brown property has.a brand néw name

— The Heritage Forest’ of Qfialicum

NEwS REPORTER

Council approved the Hew name at
the Jan. 8 council meeting; after pre-

sentations from Chris. chair of the

Heritage Forest Commigsion and Jack

Wilson, president of 'the:-Brown,

The commission Set up to manage -

the 35-acre town-owned property has
been renamed the Heritage Forest

Commission. According to Lee, the

group is “working toward the good

and better management of the proper-

ty.”.
In his presentation, Wilson said the

preservation society has three upcom-

ing projects — constructing a new

trail, planting Oregon Grape.in select-

ed areas and removing non-indigenous

sign is also under.consttuction.
‘ “All of the foregoing will:be at no

cest to the town,” Wilson said. |.“

“> Councillor Scott Tarinet; who. si
‘on the Heritage Forest Conimissio :

‘said there was. “considerable discus=".:,

‘sion” about.the new name,

Glancing slyly at the mayor, he :
said““Teunis Timbers was. a close sec-

: ond”.

Amid:-laughter from. council and
the gallery. Westbroek grinned and.

replied, “I-hate coming in second.”Property: Preservation Society. plants like broom, A new entrance

week

Speaking of scare. :;tactics,

Qualicum Beach council seems’ afraid:
of. being. convinced by. envitonmental-

ists concerned with logging along: the
Little ‘Qualicum. Rather than accept
‘some of the, coniceriis from those wish:

ing to block logging, council blindly:
: forged ahead. and ‘supported: the log-

gers. ae

Council didn’t wait-for’an ‘open:

- house ‘planned by the forestry giant:

Despite efforts of mayor: Westbroek

and councilor Tanner, they supported
logging. They may as well have stood.

up and said: “Our minds are made up;

for goodness sakes don’t confuse us,

with facts.” a

Hiss and boo. Back-of the class.

with the lot of you.



Qualicum. Rivet. floodplain hasnot changed. Qualicum. Beach.posed by Weyerhéeuser.The i $00-name, arte .Tes. ent jolin Kadiubowski.He asked. council. to rescindthé logging plan.“T personally would like toknow how many signatures it is.going to take before council real-izes that you are-not represent..ing your ‘community here,”Kadlubowski told a silent coun-dl... .He reminded council ofWeyerhaeuser vice-presidentLinda Coady’s Dec. 11 statement,‘that “I can assure. youWeyerhaeuser will not log with-out-the support of the communi-ty.” .. Kadlubowski asked councilto talk to Weyerhaeuser execu-tives, rather than having “corte-spondence with Keri Roberts, thecrew representative.Lg their Jan.8 motion to support Marlys Diamond Anton Kruyt“There have beemia- fewchanges in’the past.few weeks...think you are-unaware of wheClean Water Act being discussedin Nanaimo: on Jan::26; whichthe Neighbours -of the LittleQualicum River ¢ are attending,”he said.Coun. Scott Tanner pro-posed a-motion to send the peti-tion and the information on theClean Water Act to staff for con-sideration, but there were no sec-onders. : .. At the end of the meeting,Kadlubowski spoke from thepublic gallery, asking councilwhy there was no discussion orconversation following his dele-gation and presentation.Coun. Marlys Diamond said“it’s not a matter of how many signatures you have ..not understand the issue.”Diamond — who pegged the‘value of’the\Jand at $1 Scott Rodway. people do come: Tax. Act, he would likely: O:per cent support. He alsoSuggested’ residents“. understand the issue_ More than 1,000 signatures| “on the’ petition were from~ Qualicum Beach, 200 fromDashwood:and the-rest from: resi=dents living from Parksville toPee Bay.- Kadlubowskt said canvassersmillion, and the value of ,the logging at $500,000"— said there is‘mo money:to:purchase the propertyfor parkland.Diamond pointed tothe.past: referendum topurchase the Brown prop-erty, saying residentsvoted “two-to one thatthey did not want theirtaxes raised” to purchaseit as a park.Kadlubowski agreedthere is no money to pre-serve the floodplain atthis point, but said “weare taking it one step at a they“wanted, to;abolish:the-dn’t fully ‘~ the _ petition, and. will meet with AreaG director Joé Stanhope thisweek to'discuss the issues: ~For further information: on-the petition, phone 752+ 5356.TheClean Water ‘Act will be’© discussed: at'an open house at‘Dorchester ‘Hotel inNanaimo, 70° Church’ Road, from7 to 9 p.m. on Jan. 26: “Townengineer Bob. Weir, and.townsuperintendent of public. worksDon Alberg will attend: themorning session.



QB intends to ‘honor its contract
By JEFF VIRCOE -
News EDITOR Tow. bKo,

Uncomfortable ~‘silence

was all the response to be

found as John

Kadlubowski’s presentation.

to. Qualicum Beach council

ended-Monday night.

From. a podium in the.

centre of. the council cham-

ber, the local motel. .owner

had just spent-five minutes

reading aloud a letter he

wrote asking the four politi-

cians present to reconsider a

decision they made at the

previous meeting.

The ensuing silence from

the councillors spoke loud-

ly.

No questions, no rebut-

tals, no sign of admission

that their decision to support

Weyerhacuser’s intention to

selectively log~its. timber...

near the Little Qualicuni

River was wrong or. indeed

wavering.

' Finally, after an: uneasy. -

moment or two of .quizziéal

eyeball shifting between the-

councillors,’ the:-politician.

who covers the envitonmen-

tal portfolio spoke.

Scott Tanner thanked the

environmentalist for his rev-

elations regarding the exis-

tence of a 1,500 name peti-

tion. that, on the. surface,

should compel the: town’s

decision makers- to: rethink:

their stand

Weyerhaeuser’s plans.

Kadlubowski had -asked

that they = remember

“Weyerhaeuser. officials’
promise they would not go

ahead with logging without

the support of the residents.

As Kadlubowski did in his

letter, Tanner then asked that

the other councillors look at

the new information that

had. come’ to light — espe-

cially the fact that 1,500

people opposed the logging.

Tanner moved that coun-

on

cil receive the letter and pass.

it onto staff for considera-

tion and possible action.

However, having dealt

with the matter the previous

Scott:Tanner

«Qualicum Beach

councillor found little

- support on Monday

week, and considering ‘the

entire text of thé letter, the

remaindér of ‘council ‘was

having no part of it. .

While the. pétition, -por-

tion of Kadlubowski's letter

presented a potential public

telations iiiéss;-the letter

asked for. more-:than just-

Acceptance of a petition. It

also: requested. council to

-rescind.its motion of support -

for ‘the’. Weyerhaeuser : plan’:

and ’"to” meet with «the
Western Canada Wilderness

Committee and the
Neighbors of the Little

Qualicum: River.

- With. Mayor Teunis -
Westbroek, Tanner’s fre:
quent and loyal ally on envi-

ronmental matters, away.

attending toa funeral,~

Tanner sat. alone on the

bench. Nobody was present

to echo his. séntiments. In

fact he couldn’t even find a
séconder for the motion, ..

which would at least take it.

to a vote.

The motion died. ~

Eventually Tanner found

a seconder to at least receive

the letter for information.

purposes —- the usual proto-

col for dealing. with. letters

sent to council.

But the issue itself would
not die:

After quietly waiting in
the 25 person gallery with

several ‘other supporters for

the remaining hour of the

meeting, an exasperated

French - Creek”: in

. Regional

Kadlubowski retuned to the
microphone for. the: post-

meeting “questions ‘and
answers”’ session.

Starting quietly, but

“building in his level of frus- °C

tration, Kadlubowski_ stared

at the three councillors who <

- voted to Ap, rove

‘Weyerhaeuser’s plan:

“What I want to-knio

why--we can’t: even. st

have * a dialogue?”

Oo:

we're. just going to.go away?:

That’s not going'to happen!” :

Kadlubowski’ askéd how :

many. people ‘it would -take:

for them. to. listen, referting.
to. the «1,500 names on: thé «

petition. °

At that point, Councillor
Anton :Kruyt,. a ‘politician.

who for over °20::years. has’

served.:, the. people: = of!

Parksville, “Qualicum ‘and

‘the:

District- _ of.

Nanaimo; had enough.

countless people.: In fact,
Kruyt Said, when it came to:

the Litde Qualicum Jonging

} 
4“your! side of the toe than: |

; Weyerhacuser’s? s
--Kruyt was not.doné, ~

‘He: disputed. the validity:
of the petition itself, saying

that. when.. a. gentleman,

knocked on his door looking

for'his support, they: talked ‘

“for half an hour. and he»

wouldn’t allow me to sée it,”

~*“T’can tell you sir that I -

was an‘accountant for many :|

years; and if I asked pedple

if they were in favor of can-

celling the income tax act, I.

would. get 100 per.cent sup=

. Port,

“T just want you: to know
it’s not that I don’t.care.” ;

While.acting mayor Scott '

~ Rédway and Tanner ‘quietly

listened to the debate,

Councillor Marlys Diamond
then: jumped - in,~ ‘telling

Kadlubowski it was *-her

al che

. demanded... “Do. ‘you’ think

“ing. *

Kruyt_ informed the: rian, =
h

undérstanding -that - to:-buy;
out’ Weyerhaeuser’s ‘timber:

the: town .would have ; to.
... come: Up. with-in the neigh;
borhood:::of ;.$'

erty teferendum last’ Jane
failed: by:-a~:2-1 margin, |

. Diamond said, there was-nio!
way.” the... taxpayers of:

Qualicum: Beach..would . be|

willing: to pay to stop ‘the:

logging.

Diamond closed by: Say-
‘it “all comes down ‘to:

honoring a . Contract,” |
~ “between the ‘town; ‘which
bought. the and = but not
the tees — from ‘MacMillan

“ Bloedel, ‘anid Weyerhaeuser.

“As. ‘the i impromptu debate
closed: atid council prepared |

to.go. in-camera ‘for: ‘another, '

: not-for-public-« ~éyes: “inéet-

“ing,
- friends “retreated - into . the‘

~ Kadlubowski: *..and”

lobby. of the town hall,

where they debriefed the

‘Western Canada Wilderness.



[0

M.S _
wubwespayrenevany 7,20 PeOple ignored agai

e The Heritage “Forest
Commission ‘has appointed Jack _ Editor, the Morning Sun: 4
Wilson to the Board of Directors... ; Over. the past 10 years, the. citizens of. Qualicum, :

Wilson, the’ former president : Beach have been subjected. to words and deeds by some |
ofthe Brown Property mayors and councillors designed 'to squash any opinion: at |

Preservation Society — as-it-was.- variance with their own. '
formerly named — will replace + . .:We all remember the. bulk water referendum, where 3
Gary Graham,’ who-has resigned: .' : its ‘No’ vote. was ignored; .the petitions and delegations. to,
from the commission. : | . 2 Successive councils seeking protection for the municipal

= © Qualicum Beach G.P.-Dr. : park, which have been pooh-poohed: and rejected :out: of... °

Hugh Fletcher has been-appoint. | ; hand; the infusion of $500,000 .into the, Brown, Property, .

ed to the Qualicum Beach Parks i against the majority will; the attempt to discredit th ge

7 * natories of the. reverse petition on boundaryex} ansion, . |

and so:on.. .

We now go ‘one 2 step further, and are informe
Jan. 22 by Councillor Diamond, supported by Counci

Kruyt, that we are. incapable of. understanding what. we
are signing when a‘petition form is shown to us.

Witten my. belief-that we e elect councillors

ity. go
- Such arrogance is s'insufferable,
At the Very leasta pun apology is called: for,’ %

tion from, cotmell, :
How about it ‘coun
EH. Horner ®

Qualicum Beach

Je ean Faui is.a a chief park: warden for Parks ‘anada. He and hi:
the plant and animal life in our nafional parks. They also help,Cd
and enjoy these special places. This is just one of the hundreds ot
by the Government of Canada.

For more information on government services:

‘eVisit the Service.Canada Access Centre nearest you.

Visit www.canada.ge:ca*

*Call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622- 6232)
"TY/TDD: 1 800 465- 7735 Eek “ai ar
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so
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rasenebecceeercceseacacenpenctessecsonscocess

. that we don’t:

“understand *

* about the.

., issue?,At least

. vo, councillors‘have given
us, the people ofthe dis-

‘trict, an““F” in comprehen-

Council has‘moved
and ‘passed, 4 motion to

support logging in the ©
Little Qualicum River ‘

Watershed,, Apparently, hop-

: aecomp the issue: will be
$0 iiich water under the
bridge and the protests.will-

dribble: away: into: the sand.
‘When it comes to’ ‘Vedu

-.de-vie Fdon't believe ‘that: :

-will’ happen. :
Granted: there are some

side’ jssites in the environ-
‘inentalists” demands, but
the bottom line," ‘the nitty--

“ing water. What can-a. liter

‘ate _people:in:the: 2ist' cen-
tury’ not, understand about
aii issue that Concernis. safe

‘drinking water? “02°.

‘Tf council has consid.

‘ered some side‘i 188

this: debate truly tele- --
“vantissues that had a’seri-

ous ‘bearing ¢ on their deci-_*_
_sion.2 — why: are they not:

ayry.

: out the residents’ business,
but We; also elected them to

ke our-concems ‘seriously
“into.‘considera on: while =.

‘cognizant ‘of Sonteibuting
factors:

If'some council. mem- :
“bets honestly” believe we ds

hat exactly i is it -.

“strikes closest to home is

pritty, is clean, safe drink:

“the amount of

ding watershed inva year.

not. “utidersteind thei issues,
then it behooves council: to *
educate us immediately.—

‘What do they know that we»

don’t? Just” the facts,
. mna’am/sir.

‘In trying.to.get.some

insight:on the water issue,

. 'ye been-:réading FResiy

Warer, a book: by. scientist
--and retired UBC professor,

E..C. Piélou.’ The book. *:

jacket:comments. that “as

the world’s supply of clean,

fresh’ water continues to

dwindle, iebécomes... -

increasingly. important that
we understand the close

connection between water

_ and. living forms.”
While many living -

forms aré at-issue inthis

water. fight, the form that

we huitians, and the safe
water we require in-order

to live. Running a close -

second:are the trees that ©

‘help protect.our water ~

source,-many of which

seem doonied ‘to deliberate

- death: by chainsaw.
: -Pielou explains.that a

tiver’s behavior is gréatly

affected. by the characteris-

tics of-its watershed. Trees

ate One of those éharacter-

; _dstit : . Another characteris-
annual tunoff, OF

Trees have'a very direct’

effect‘on the amount and

cleanliness of.the water

. that g0€8 into a river.
Along with safe ‘water ‘to,

* atitik, there’ is the matter of
~ flooding. Floodwaters are

. seldom, if ever, safe to.

“drink. ‘Says Pielou, “Not

responds. quick

ies

suiprisingly, a‘stream is
most likely to flood if i it.

by rainstorm.

“Vegetation. slows over-’
land flow, and rainwater.’

has time to soak.into. the

: . Soil and be used up by
evaporation anid. |. (ranspira-
tion.” Some.of us can

remember flooded homes

and highways and‘washed ,

out culverts along the Little
oe Qualicum; “long before °-
many trees were cut,

So what is it-we’re not»

understanding, about-this

- issue? I guess we have the *

“right to say that some ©."

councilldts‘don’t under-

all have to do our home-

Selliling trees. But what is .

voosereess ae

“avowed wishes. of their: :

:. Let’s have an.explana-*

| don. Tell us, Council, what

ey

constituents, espécially.

- when Weyerhaeuser; has

“ -said' they’

* the cotrtitnity’s wishes? -

yon’ t'go against.

It seems obvious that the

loggifig company-will.-°

‘|< dinterprét the support'of |
-council.as thé. wishes’ of the

community it serves’

even if their own, people
know. from the: press. that

the community. is dis- _ -

turbed, to say the least.

Council, the company |,

will say, “is official”, while :

~ the outery-is-naught-but-the-
tears of the rabble.

you know and understand

about:the issues that we |

don’t: And‘don’t give'us :

the Brown,Property. ted

herring. This.is not omly.- ..%
about treés_ and:animals and

flowers. This-is about the

water we drink, Show..us

the issues.and we will’read. |

Méanwhile, show good
faith by‘réscinding that: ~*

“motion of support — at

least for the time being:
stand theissué-either. We |. What's the:fush.,.. of is

© that part of the issue?

; council's agenda? Why are. 7



By ADRIENNE MERCER ° said. “Without drilling it it you
News REPORTER ‘ : ‘couldn’t-say exactly how. old

Ly ——— : i. it-is, but. it’s-definitely more

im A Sitka Spruce near. an : than. 500 years: old; just by
old river. channel on the © looking at:the

€ i Thé: - We:
Wilderness Comimittee-rans”

; be tours of the Little Qualicum :
, ag ; aa . River - Floodplain’, -’ev :

ay Saturday | .and “*’Sunda
~. between 9:30 a.m. and:noan;:

- niow inchiding: the recently”,

Wilderness . Coinniittee.
‘amhounced’ the ‘tree, which

measures Over 21 feet'in

discovered: “Sitka _ Spruce

giant..For more information,

; call 248- 3667 or 752-6585.

cumference, ison Ministry
of sts-land: Other Sitka

Spruce trees’ of similar size
are located : close by on’

Weyerhaeuser land.

On: Wednesday, the
Wilderness =-committee’s

mid-fsland chair’ Annette:

” Tatiner: said’ she and other

"members of the:group Jocat"

ed the tree “about two weeks |:

* ago, “maybe. “even longer”

: while conducting a tour of ©

the area, 5

"We. didn’t have. time to
EN" , ‘age 2, is

. dwarfed by a.

more | ‘than 500 years old. Sitka Spruce are red-list-
coast of Vancouver: Island.

stry. .

Murdock said while Sitka
Spruce -are commoi.on the

west: coast of the’ Island, :

“are-red-listed;-meaning

to:endangered, © on the

and-o and behold. there [the.
tree] was)” she sai

nne: r explained. a Brove

“J -haven’ t seen ‘a sprace
grove that’ big, nor have I

seen that-big of a tree ‘on the

east coast of the. Island,” he

spruce, fizst,., then pointed it
on the tour, ~

“We figured out away. to’

access -Lot:10-:through “the.

rently b

the "province's significant



Editor, The Morning Sun:
With regard to your story

of Feb. 7, “Watershed

Assessment not Requiréd,” it’s.

not new news for people who

are concerned with the: Little

Qualicum River logging plans.

In fact the lack of legislation

applicable to “private forest

lands” is one of the main rea-

sons that so many people are

concerned with Weyer-

haeuser's logging plans.

Because there are no laws, the

community voice needs to be

heard loud and clear whether

it support or not support.

The Lot 10 controversy

and confusion desperately
needs to be cleared up. I had

hoped that it would happen

on Valentine’s Day at

Weyerhaeuser's planned open

house, but apparently that has

been postponed or cancelled.

Ihave attached a copy of
Weyerhaeuser’s much talked

about logging plan so that

everyone can. see for him-or

herself and make up their own

mind. I don’t know why this

has not: been published’as it

has been public knowledge. for
some time now. :

You will notice that 3,100

cubic metres out of the’ 3,600

. listed”

cubic metres of Oe volume’
is coming from the wetland,

ephemeral channel where the

Sitka spruce grove now stands,

on the floodplain of the Little

Qualicum River and includes. -

the phenomenal’. second

growth: Douglas fir, Grand fit,

maple. and several other

species, Located. between the

old channel and where the

Tiver currently flows is the area

of “group selection” where the

treés are too: large to be lifted

out in one piece,’so they will

be felled, bucked into shortet

lengths and’then lifted out by

helicopter. The currently. “ted-

Vancouver Island éast °

' Coast Sitka spruce existence

erin lies the problem:
with damage to,‘habitat a

native plants needed for |
medicinal‘and ceremonial

purposed by First Nations

ple. This area has‘béen. 5

veyed ‘and. more ‘than. 20

“essential plant spécies identi-
fied. by Kim Recalma:Clutesi.

The forest canopy that is adja-
cent to an extremely sensitive

and important wetland bog :

area will be opened to, sun-

Jight and wind. 2

The “single stem selec-
tion” taking ‘place’ on DL~lot |
76, lots 7 and 8’ arid DL lotto

_and amounts ‘to 1,500" cubic

* Metres out ‘of a ‘total volume
, will then be even more endan-

f

: ‘al am. quite sure
that everyone, who
has an-opinion on

this area has been. to

the:area and’.has

also witnessed: the

Partial reterition log- .

ging that Weyer-

haeuser has recently
completed. on the

upper portions of

DL 76 lots.7-and 8.

But if there is

anyone’ out there

who would like to

come and have.a

look for themselves,

there are tours

Saturday and Sun-
day mornings at

9:15 until noon.

Meet at. -the

Riverside Resort on

the Old Highway,

next to Kinkade

Road. — ..

Gary Murdock,
Forest Technologist

: just below”
‘important’ ‘t

“TOR: sabiion ‘hatch-

“proposed ‘of. 3;600“@aBic
oS gnetets. “In ny 33

years’. with’. ‘the

“Ministry of: Forests 1

i too have:seen: thany '

many. mistakes ,
made. To.log: this

y recognized

ecosystem, |

ery, ina community
’ watershed ‘contain-

“ing

“intakes “for “more

“the | water.

than one communi-

ty is incomprehensi-

x= ble evento’ ant old

time’logger and for-

est technologist like

mes



re

PEPE er rrr erry rrr rrr TTT Trieste er

ALL ACTIVE MEM: |

BERS of thé Brown”

Property 7": .

Preservation: ~*

Society (from left), .

Phil. Gopple, Norm: |

“Stubbings, Mortis: -|

Pacula:and: Ernie

Shimkus, pitched.tn

on Saturday, Feb.

10-to help remove.

broom plants:from: :

the Brown Property’

| park lands. The: ~*

ni digenous..

choke out fragile:

native flora if

allowed. to flo

- > . x interpretive Centre Coerown Pro e | -The stable in. the Heritage Forest clearing is’still our
7 a 4 ME: . » Y> | choice for a potential interpretive centre, A special applica:

‘ mer oe! | | tion for funds to renovate/build this centre has goné to.“
| * Community Futures along with a preliminary plan. This .<2
--plan is not “cast in stone” and we will be welcoming sug

gestions from the:merhbership as to design aiid ‘best possi=
|, ble.use of this structure should we receive-the funding. «..:.,We.have all heard the expression “no news is ae4 : good F _ ae

news”. Let’s hope that i . Activities : :vowid bane Pe fhat is we oe ought att py now we Somie Society volunteers, armed with shovels, recently”
companies we had applied to for fundin 1 — and we could removed the non-indigenous broom growth along the trail.”

pass on the good news to you. We are still waiting. in:the'clearing, around the perimeter of the paddock atea, : :

tlio he funn are happening and we would Tike to he Sapte Tonia BC have been. given pictures 73 utthem. ~ . : aoe pera ee aa
Heritage Forest Designation . and promotional material and we. will soon be included in.
It was not a unanimous choice, but the Board felt th | their.Beautiful BC Travel Guide. wg

the name “The Heritage Forest Of Qualicum Beach” " * ; Qualicum Beach’s Family Day in late May. will once
seemed to please most-people at last fall's annual - “again feature our float.’ Let’s-hope that by then we will "3

. ; . general . A A _ . a 2
peeing: The Commission and the Town of Qualicum | nee of jhe Flentage Forest 'so we will really. have some:

“Commission agreed and the name is now official. foo ‘We currently have 63 paid-up members-as of last
The Heritage Forest Commission, chaired by Society. : Octobet’s annual general meeting but many others consider

member Christopher Lee, is working well to ens themselves part of our organization. You can encourage
sage . ure that frichds to ioin.(orreyoi 5 aaciet

ithi : riends. to joi re-join) by checking at the Walker-.

Sener’ within the Forest reflect the wishes of both our... ~ Wilson Law anes at 701 Primrose St in downtown| Society and the Town. Jack Wilson is now our : “ - : : :sentative on the Commission. - : Qualicum Beach.
other repre-

~ News 30:3. 2001

~~



New reasons to visit Oceanside'in 2008M.S. £4, 2ooL
The visitor survey

undertaken by Oceanside

Tourism last summer indi-

' cated that visitors to our

Tegion are drawn by the

scenic beauty and. the

range of outdoor activities.

In 2001, three new

developments will help to

enhance this image. .

The first is the UN.des-

ignation of the. Mount

Arrowsmith Biosphere

Resérve covering Mounts

Arrowsmith, Cokely and_

Moriarty and the water-

sheds that flow from them

to the Strait of Georgia. .

The reserve has no reg-

ulatory powers, but. will

highlight the uniqueness..

as well as. information on.
them: .as individuals..-*

“One: interesting tesul !
was, while. .Shopping was ~

“Jow-on the list of reasons
for visiting, once here,

1g. magi ficent: oldof our region internation- i

growth trees;ally. The official designa--
tion ceremony. will take: ..

place Apr. 7. as ‘part of the:

Brant Wildlife Festival,

The. sécond «is:

Milner ...Gardens “and

Woodland. This will‘be;the ‘wh

first year that this:60-acre... Oc

estate, that has. played host.

to British. royalty, .wi

open to the: public. Tou

are available. Thurs
through Sunday starting. :
Apr.21.. 03 Av

The final addition is:
the: Qualicum Beach:
Heritage Forest (formerly”

the-Brown Propetty)::This:

park within the-toewn:

i ~most popular’ ac iVitys
Copies of the survey have

“been delivered to-both |

WoO ‘|

‘boundaries offers trails fea:

agreemen
Forest will 1

strategies which
allow’ the: last: few:

: gto
the ways s the $450, 00

“essary. to purchas



By ADRIENNE MERCER :

News Reporter $5, 200 (-°

Area F director Jack McLean is.

livid about a proposed land’ swap’:

that would give: Weyerhaeuser 140-~

acres of Crown land in Area F in:.:

exchiange’ for. its property at the

Little Qualicum River.

“T truly feel let down that Area

Fis being used-again,”. he said‘ at.

the Regional District of Nanaimo’s
corporate and.community ‘services:

meeting Tuesday. “We are getting: :

pening — now we're being clearscrewed ... I again ask why Area F

is getting picked_on to support the

wishes of: other communities.”

McLean said’he received 'a.c:

BUNE ES hes

from Weyerhaeuser asking him to

meet with ‘the company’s South

said he-has already informed-com-

pany representatives: he opposes

the swapee 25 oa

«I’m getting. people. looking up

atthe: side-hills*of- that: mountain

and:'‘saying. good God’ what's. hap-

its: . water

Weyerhaeu:

- “prompted

other‘ op!

: eration in

: eight, Lots

liz

swap idea has M

Island Woodlands ,. manager. Jim,

Sears at 1-p:m. May.4.Though:he- :

agreed’ to’ the meetifig, Mclean ~

, Seats ‘told. THe ©
community -involvement and

,. Bloedel.retained the cutting rights,
‘now ©

"When -the’ company - began’ to

look at- logging” the--area; ‘public

" corigern over the:watershed:and the

" Sensitive ecosysteralong the tiver’-- more. information: aboot thé sw’ |

alter its logging ’plans, then consid: |: ;

‘The Crown: land under consid-

Land Swap continued from front

support, wiil be key:to finalizing: a‘

land swap. with the ‘provincial goy

_emment =— a. proee! tim

will take about:a:ye

ny is. investiga t

to-public oppositi:

y

has been a topic of particular-con-

cer over-the-past year. The town, .

perty there from. |”

protect

MacMillansupply.

-belong

Sens Te ie
“tO -. . After explaining his position to
’ | directors, McLean ‘made-a-moti

that. -the:.board. support.

‘opposing: the land Swap:

|} defeated, it, opting -to. wait: until:

Weyerhaeuser’ to ai available:
» eE-think. it’s. ridiculous

“can’teven, listen to a. suggesti

and:.support; an area ~director

ict LOU). -Mclean-said- Wednesday.

104 and 30 —-is an the}: °- ¢y-witl'still-be- meeting with
“: Sears’y..but-it’s the same old:stoi

:Ifswe don’t like it, dump-it-on Area

tions:

Area ‘F — District’ Lot’

“We have formed a committee “aiid .submitted-a Pre
posal to swap the timber rights, for.crown,Jand, and’ we_

have tabled a couple of areas which don’t have the same |

sensitivity [as the Little Qualicum River areas],” said Sears.

If the government agrees to the land swap

Weyerhaeuser will apply a standard, variable retention

logging method “which is not quite a clear cut” and uti-

e the areas as tree farms, he said. L

Meanwhile Sears said their negotiations with the

provincial Lands Branch are continuing. :

Neighbours of the Little Qualicum River and other - .
environmental groups have lobbied to prevent:the pro-

posed logging operation. :
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Residents association
opposes land swap —
By. Timothy Schafer

The. Morning Sun

A recent land swap proposed by

Weyerhaeuser. South . Islands

Timberlands and. supported bythe
town .of Qualicum.Beach is an

unconscionable move, said the
French.Creek Residents, Association

on Thursday.
- After learning about the pro- are

posed deal,. which would trade 1

in ights. in, ‘the Little: Qualicun

chastisirig t the's
“The: ‘brineiple that! applied I here,

jutisdiction to. another jurisdictior
and lot solving the

“awe said to (the
about it, you just switch d your probs

West roek ‘notéd. that it-was the log:..-

negatively: affected, Tm “all {6

sure from. within the commiuttity, the)
_ company is electing to. pursue “anoth-
er avenue.

“If they can’ maké a deal
. province to. log another area -wliere

vf a

problem, and this cominunit

blem, B, said... ;

girig company and not,the town who. ed |
e. decision’ to pursue. a land



park.

~ Awalk through the die T
- Qualicum Beach’s answer to.Cathedral ror

: ale Taine. 2001By DANA TYE hige

* Fun THINGS CONTRIBUTOR News,

; aved“s. Avhand carved; atched entranceway. diyi
road from nature ‘trails carpeted.in-tree dust,” marki :

narrow distance between Qualicum Beach’ s fitute -—and its
threatened past. : *

“. Just past the sign, the drone of. passing’ cars “instantly
“gives way to the melodic chatter of birds. The muffled ‘con-

centration of nearby golfers; even anxious’-thoughts,’ are

“quickly absorbed by a thick. canopy of Douglas Firs; a num-
ber of them- older, than Shakespeare’s poetry, some bearing

-the imprint of use by earliest inhabitants. ao

©. Located along Crescent Road Hast near the Qualicum
‘:Beach Memorial Golf- Course, for the ‘past five’ years,

Heritage Forest has become ari idyilic spot for‘nature: lovers

and preservationists. Or for those. who want to make their

‘everyday troubles disappear.
~ Local lawyer Jack Wilson, a self described:non enviton-

mentalist, says the first thing that. strikes him wheneyer‘he

\ ‘enters the forest is the unparalleled sense of serenity he finds

A-from.just being there. -

\; “It's our ewn Cathedral Grove” he says with a-slow
smile, gazing around ata hardy stand of Douglas Firs, rang-

ng. in ‘age from ‘newborh to as old.as 700 years, As he
peaks, filtered sunlight pours through branch ‘openings,

Casting a golden glow over a floor of ferns.” :

“The thing I notice is its Sort of mystical quality. You sort

"” of leave the_world behind.”

Jack Wilson, ‘of the Brown Property Preservation society, walks ‘through the Heritage :
Forest near the Qualicum Beach golf course; ‘a 35-acre site preserved jointly asa town

5

reflects a-common theme.
The background of most* society, mienibet

far more eclectic, | .

As Wilson explains, slowly making his ‘way ‘along the
park’s maint trail, most society ‘volunteers:areiprofessionals - -

or retired residents: with minimal. knowledge. of forestty. or

botany.. But they all possess-a passionate desire ‘to protect.a

tiny piece of old-growth forest inthe town’s-owi backyard:

“These: trees. saw Captain Vancouver sail” by,” he? says,

pointing out ‘the forest’s oldest:résidents. .

“Now, how could: youcut them all ‘dewn?”

The genesis of the.park-bégan with-a developer's propos-
“al to subdivide-the:50-acre-lot five-yeats ago,-on land. for-

merly used as'‘a'summer playground by the: Brown family of -

Qualicum Beach. :Neighbouring: residents such as Wilson,

and society président Chris Lee, instinctively decided: they

needed to band together to save the lot in its natural: state.

After three-years of fundraising and working in concert

with. town council, two: thirds. of the land was ‘secured: for

$908,460, with the town supplying $483,460 in develop-

ment cost-charges and reserves, and:the other $426, 000 from

society pledges and donations.

- Wilson says.a couple.of generous iadividuatdonors ki¢k
started the drive. Ongoing park and trail-maintenanée!/and °

its promotion as a natural: oasis to. local residents and

tourists, has increased its-public profile: :

’ See HERITAGE FOREST. facing.page ;-
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FOREST
“People appreciate what we're trying to. do,” he says, ;

“Because more and more it’s a thing to see in-Qualicum:”

. At present, the society is working hard to preserve the!
final, 15-acre third of the.property. Securing the remaining !

portion of forest will offer protection for the existing:park by |

providing’ root cover and the prevention of further: damage |

from erosion and blow down.

The #émaining upland area will cost the society. a further
$900,000, however, since it’s been assessed at roughly the ‘

same: market value as the adjoining lowlands. Society. vol-

unteers are also hoping to build an interpretive centre on.the’'

Browns’ former stable grounds,-and create a fund for ongo- :
ing park maintenance and habitat protection. /

In addition to rare and eridangered tree spécies, such as,;

sitka spruce, the forest and creek area harbour numerous |

deer, eagles, woodpeckers, owls, salmon -and. other: native |
flora and fauna. .

“This is home for them. This is the way it was. for most
of the Island for hundreds of years,” Wilson says. ;

The Brown Property Preservation. society is:.currently

welcoming ‘tax-deductible donations; care of Walker and

Wilson, 707 Primrose Street, Qualicum Beach, B.C., V9K-

2K1, or at any branch of the Coastal. Community Credit

Union. To volunteer time toward the project, call 752-6951.

Continued:
from page B14

|

:

“|

News 10’ fl

Heritage

Forest _

QB's own

Cathedral

Grove
A walk through the

Heritage Forest of

Qualicum Beach (formerly

known as the Brown

Property) is a mind-cleans-

ing, stress-relieving experi-

ence. Though I’ve done it a

hundred times, it’s still-a

thrill every time I go there .’

at any time of day. With its

dense foliage, thick under-

growth, songbirds and

diverse species of forest

giants, it is a more subtle
version of Cathedral

Grove.

Every day more people’ !
‘are seeking out this beauti---

ful, natural place. Brown
Property Preservation
Society volunteers say that

. Heritage Forest brochures ©
are now being picked up

more often at the entrances

to the woods. It’s probably
because local hotels,
motels and the tourist

bureaus are encouraging
visitors to.include a walk.
rough the Heritage Forest’

in their list of “things to
do” in our town. Even with
this increase in traffic it is: -
virtually impossible to find °
trash of any kind on the
forest trails — would you
leave an empty drink can
in a cathedral?

'

. All but 7. 5 acres of, the 4
Heritage Forest. now * {

belong to ‘thé people of.

Qualicum Beach and area.

We are close to owning —
_ and preserving — the

_ entire 5O-acres ‘of pristine

- wilderness right in the |

middle of our.cormmunity,

but. the Brown Property :

Preservation Society could’ |

still use some financial ;

help with their final efforts:
If you haven’t-walked the. -

1 | Heritage Forest trails, do“
$0 soon.

Keith Smith :
Qualicum Beach.,



Heritage Forest picnic

‘features Dale & Sharon
Due to the rainy weather, the first

of the Heritage Forest Sunday after-
noon picnics was cancelled.

. However, picnics will-be ongoing
at the Heritage Forest from 1-4 p.m.
featuring a different musical guest. On
Aug. 19, Dale and Sharon of
Tranquility Trio will be featured while
on Aug. 26 Peggy Kinsman and Bill
Cave will perform and on Sept. 2 Fred
Saliani addresses your senses.

You can enter Heritage Forest. :
from either East Cres. or Chester St. in
Qualicum Beach, There is no admis-
sion charge, but donations to the
Brown. Property.Preservation Society’s
on-going ‘fund-raising efforts are -
appreciated, :

For more information, call Carol
at 752-2444, Mg | (8.3 2001

‘Sunday picnics are back
: licum Beach’s‘ust Sunday afternoons in Qua

wae orest are back as. the Brown Property |
ort Society will repeat ast year’s highly successfil
picnic and musical ‘events designed to create inter*

volunteer. Carol Speais, who is heading up a
i stage the events, s ys “These are low-key fin

ne and. enjoy some fine |

. You can bring a picnic

couraging people to ‘take’ |
ise Forest trails too.”

> four ‘afternoons. :
firmed, but. the list includes |

| détails: Entrance ‘to

through East Crescent « ¢
: Picnic in the’ ark
| August 5; 12, 19 and. 2¢
' donations to the Bro

Heritage Forest can. be gained
: in Qualicum Beach.

ays from 1-4p.m..on

admittance charge but

ty Preservation. Society.

mitact Carol at 752-2444,

On Sunday, Aug. 19 a group of

approximately 30 people were. enter-

tained by Tranquility Trio at the
‘Heritage Forest. .

The sun was shining and it was a

perfect day to spread a blanket and lis-

ten to Dale, Sharon and Joyce singing

in great harmony:
Lefty’s Restaurant and Karma

Coffee donated. coffee... , :

. . This Sunday. will feature Peggy!
Kinsman and Bill Gave.

You can enter the Heritage Forest
from either East Crescent: or Chester’
Street in Qualicum Beach.

Therei is no admittance charge but
donations ‘to the Brown Property.
Preservation Society’s ongoing. fund-

raising efforts-are appreciated.

¥or more information, call Carol

at 752-2444. M $ WS a 2.001



More Brown land purchase
@ Another 7.5 acres of eco-sensitive property added to. QBs

By: ADRIENNE MERCER

News Reporter © {x ¥ .7OL

Thanks’ to a a $460; 000 community’
effort, Qualicum Beach’s Heritage:

Forest is about to expand by.7.5 acres:

Brown: *

., Society president. Jack: Wilson. con:

- firmed Tuesday. the:society. is purchas:

ing half of the 15-acré ‘parcel current:
ly helaby the Brown Family Trust,

‘community donations. °

After: the purchase, local land sur-
veyors Sims and Associates :will pre-

pare a plan for thé parcel — donating

‘their efforts to- the society — and the
land will-be transferréd:to the town of.”

Qualicum: Beach: :
The Brown ‘family has also granted

an’ extension until: July. 31, 2002 on

the option. to purchase - the remaining

oF. 5actes.:”

-Property, Preservation: !

ney . raised -entirely through: «

Known as the Brown Property, the.
35-acre Heritage Forest.and the:,15

acres still owned by the family: trust”

‘have been a. hot issue. over the. past~

five years.

ou> Tr April 1999, the town- and the
preservation’society purchased the'35-.

acre parcel for $908,460. Of that total,
: $426,000 came from donations, while

$483,460. came from. town reserve.

« funds and development cost charges.

deadline ‘on the option: ‘to purchase. the
. remaining 15 acres, the town held-a

referendum to-.see-whiether Qualicum

Beach residents would support a tax ~

hike to allow the'purchase:

- The ‘referendum. failed, and the

Brown Property Preservation. Society

had just $110,000 -in its coffers. But

‘volunteers scheduled’ a: last-minute

rally and initiated the Tall Trees

Project — a grassroots effort to raise

On June. 17 2000, with an’ Aug.’ 15"

enough cash to-save the-land.

option :—-proof the Brown family ‘is

eritage Forest:

\bl

understanding and supportive ‘of. the ;
society.

he said.

[The family}. seems to specie,

Qualicum *‘Beach’s mayor, Teunis

‘Westbroek: :

They: haves a clear -focus and.
* they’ve ‘never given. up;”- Westbroek
said of the preservation society.

~ “Tpersonally ‘support setting aside”
this:park, for-us and for our wildlife:..

future’ geriérations* will look. at this |
group of people and ‘this community

and say we made a good decision.”

“They. want us to succeei, Uy think: 2

the:\push {0 ‘preserve :
the forest has’ been a true: community -

effort-— a fact: that~is not :lost on -

. _QUALICUM TC TOTEM/ September, 2001”

to,::purchase

’ seyen ;. acres

catvipaigni to. raise. fuids.
the.: remaining ;

of Qualicum

. sponsoring soéiety:

: dgreed:to give: us-until:July:31,

Beach’s Heritage: Forest. hag" t
been given:more time, reports

Jack -Wilson,, president of the

“The Brown ‘family trust has

2002'to come up with the rest’.

of the money,” said: Jackin late
August. :

“At the sathe tite we will be E
splitting the “15-acres into two |

titles and paying for the first donations’ “and. “park DEC,

raise, $900,000 to...
remaining 15. acres, .

« The family;has granted three,
ni deadline ‘extensions since.then

* to allow:fundraising-to contin=

Ue, fecha ye ee ae

of: yous would: like.to help

with -the: campaign ‘call. Jack
Wilson at-752-6951. 35

y, forthe



By, Valerie Baker

Weyerhaeuser are’ con-

rate. donation ‘towards the

purchasé-of the.remaining

7.5‘ acres: of, the: Qualicum

Beach; Heritage Forest.

_ “Brown. Property

Preservation ‘Society. presi-

The Morning Sun 12.4 90;

‘sidéting- $250,000 corpo- ~

"The Society will contin- option, property adjacent to :

ue in its. fund-raising efforts the forest already purchased,

to acquire the rernainder of with the funds the Society

the forest," said Wilson.

The Brown Property mately - $460,000",

Preservation Society have Wilson.

‘been fundraising to:purchase _

the remaining 15 acres of the Siinis “Associates, lave agreed
forest lands since April,.1999, to donate their services to

when 35 acres of the 50-acte _‘preparé: the plan to transfer
property were purchased by the parcel to the Town. of

has raised to date - approxi. «
said -

Loeal land ‘surveyors, :

seems to al ypreciate Our *
* efforts. to save all-of the for- ;

deductibledonations from
the public, which can, be

mailed or delivered to Walker

: dent Jack Wilson met with - the Town of Qualicum Beach

from town reserves and com-

‘munity donations.

” Since then, the Brown.

Family Trust‘havé' gidnted
two extensions to the option

for the society to purchase

the remaining 15 acres.

Last week the society

announced it's intention to

< purchase 7.5 acres with funds

.. faised through the Tall Trees

“Project, following. a-tecent

extension to the option to

- purchase by the Brown fami-

Jy toJuly 31,2002. ©
"In exchange. for the

avs "It was an. excellent

| meéting.- There: were two_

I otherdirectors from the soci-

will purchase a portion of the

itage Forest'stable

ualicum Beach’ ‘Heritage. Forest, Commission-.voted not’ to
accept at this time a. proposal by the Qualicum Beach. Streamkeépers:
“to lease. part of the stable building for an office. It was noted. the. build-,

r up to $30,000 in improvements to.mak ready; for
ind the commission said vehicle access to the build,

i ent with the Brown family which still owns. part ofthe;

Use of undesignated trails
‘Correspondence expressing concem about Hetitage Forest

“Commission comments regarding. use of undesignated trails through |
the, bush. igh school students for physed was teceived as informa-:

f ission chair Chris Lee later told the Totem ‘the Goncerti was’
usé of uridesignated trails ‘not the public’ trails which’ have been
upgradéd-with bark: mulch, He said students are welcome to use e the:
designated trails. :

‘Heritage Forest fundraising ' zi
-Counicilor ‘Scott Tanner indicated the Brown Property Preservation

‘Society was not applying for. grants to make i improvements to the park
because it was'still concentrating on raising acquisition funds now that
a-one-year extension has been acquired. Minutes of the Heritage Forest,
Commission indicate that body will be looking into obtaining’ funding

i fo, undertake an environmental inventory.

extended option, the Society’

QB Totem cet. 200( 21 ,

“Qualicum Beach. & Wilson Law’ Offices at’ 707
"The. Brown family © Primrose St, QB, V9K 2K1.

Talks continue on land swap deal
By Valerie Baker
The Morning Sun

Weyerhaeuser are continuing negotiations fot adand
swap for District Lots 7, 8 and:10 for crown land in ‘Area EB

Weyerhaeuser South Islands Timberlands manager

Jim Sears met with Alberni-Qualicum MLA. Gillian

Trumper last week to discuss the issue, which would pre-

vent controversial logging of the Little Qualicum River
floodplain.

"There seems to be some interest," said Sears following
the meeting with Trumpet.

"We want our loggers. to have some place to work,":

The 80-hectare crown land site under consideration is
located in the French Creek area beyond the power. lines,

arid has a timber value in excess of $1 million, said Sears.

-Weyerhaeuser own property beside the lands.

Previous negotiations for a land swap were discussed

with former NPD MLA Gerard Janssen, prior to the

proviricial election.

"He supported the proposal in principle, but it didn't
go any further because the election was called," said Sears."

Sears said the $250,000 corporate donation tothe. |

Brown Property Preservation Society "based upon the suc- .
. cessful conclusion of the land swap from the Little

Qualicum River floodplain to the Area F land.

Trumper was not available for comment.at press time,
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Heritage Forest Commission
Members of the Heritage Forest Commission of Qualicum

Beach and others interested in the forest met recently to
view a proposed new trail location near the edge of .

Hoylake Rd. (L to R) Ernie Shimkus, Jack Wilson — presi-

‘dent of the Brown Property Preservation Society, Chris Lee
— Commission Chair, Ron Speller, Scott Tanner, Anton

Kruyt (with Kaycee), George Mitchell, Michael Mirams-
Harrison.

Heritage Forest park: ‘benches

MK The Annual General a
of the Brown Property

Preservation. Society was held on
Thursday, Oct. 25 in’ the

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. -

Board elections were as fol-

lows'~ Jack Wilson - President,

Emie Shimkus.— Vice president,

Keith. Smith, -. Secretary, Ann

: Sharp.- Treasurer, directors .-

Council supported a motion by Councilor Scott Tanner giving the ,
Brown Property Preservation Society. authority to sell park benches as
a fund-raising initiative to help purchase the Temaining 7 % acres of
Qualicum Beach Heritage Forest:

Financial ‘update
Financial administrator John Marsh noted that-as of Aug. 31 spend-

ing for the year was right on target. 2/3 of the way through 2001 » total

government spending was $634,527 or 68.3% of the total amount bud-

geted. He added that he didn’t expect any money to be spent on two

major.budget items, Phase'l of Labumum Road, and acquisition of the |

final seven acres of the Brown property, because they were dependent

-on receiving external funding.
it

Dave Field, Ann Klees, . Brian

Peckford and Phil Coppie.

Jack . Wilson spoke of ‘the

year’s accomplishments which

included on-going fund-raising

to.a total today of $1.35 million,

new trails developed in the

Heritage Forest, a_ beautiful

entrance to the Heritage Forest

built at East Crescent, leaving

only a final 7 1/2 acreg to go.

A new fundraising program to

raise the final $450,000 was

unveiled. Slogan’ is’ |’ “Trees

Please - Complete Our Heritage

chairperson
Qualicum

‘planned

road show,include: an anti

sale of special “Trees Please” :
pins, commemorative benches:in.

the Heritage Forest; . special

recognition to the:-“500: club”. -

citizens who have already con-:

tributed $500 or more: over’.the

past .few:. years, and a: personal

appeal to community,people-who

we feel could help.us in our final

“push”. A. Home. and. Garden

Tour is also. planned. for Mext.

spring,

Contact for Heritage Forest.
activities is. Jack Wilson,

President of-the Brown Property.
Preservation -
Primrose St.,
B.C. V9K 2K1 phone (250) 752

6951. Donations to the Heritage
Forest are tax-deductible,

C : word

Society, . 707

Society aims to preserve entire heritage forest
By Timothy Schifer
The Morning Sun

With fund-raising topping $1.35

million to-date, the Brown Property
Preservation Society is two-thirds
closer to preserving the entire her-

itage forest in Qualicum Beach.

Re-elected society president Jack

Wilson unveiled, during the annual

general meeting Thursday, Oct. 25 at

the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre, a

new fund-raising program to. gather

up the $450,000 still needed to —pur-
chase the remaining seven-and-a-

half acres of forest.

With a slogan “Trees please —

M, Sih {EOL complete our heritage forest” ‘to aid

him, fund-raising chairpetson,-Phil

Copple of Qualicum.Beach, has sev-

‘eral activities planned for the ‘year

including an-antique road show, a

sale of special Treés Please pins,.a

sale of commemorative: benches. in
the heritage forest .as well as a spécial

recognition 500 club (for contribu-

tors over $500) and personal appeal

to the community for the final push

to attain the goal.

Wilson also noted during the

meeting that other enhancements to

the forest have been completed,

including new trails and.an entrance

to the forest:afEast Eres:

“Qualicum: Beach, :



tot

“and renewed enthusiasin

~ about saving the final 7.5: .

‘ save all of the trees,”

By ADRIENNE MERCER
News Reporter .232.M..2C0t

With only eight months

to raise $450,000, the

Brown Property

Preservation Society has a

new fund-raising campaign

acres of the Qualicum

Beach Heritage Forest.

In April, 1999, - the

Society. and the town of

Qualicum Beach combined

forces to preserve 35. acres

of the 50 acre forest, located

just off East Crescent Road.

across from the Qualicum

Beach memorial Golf

Course, The property is now

known as the Qualicum

Beach Heritage Forest.

Since then, the society

has raised $460,000 through

community donations —

enough to buy an additional

7.5 acres. If $450,000 more

‘can be confirmed by July

31, 2002, the entire property

can be saved.

“The society appreciates

all the community has done

so far to save the Heritage

forest, and hopes people will]

consider making a further

donation in our final push to

said

Jack Wilson, president of

the Brown Property

Preservation Society.

Wilson. explained pre-

serving all of the forest is

important, because any por-

tion that is developed could ,

increase the risk of ‘blow- .

down on the rest of the prop-

erty.

On Nov. .24, Wilson,
Mayor Teunis Westbroek,

society vice-president Emie ,

Shimkus and fund-raising ,

committee chair Phil Copple ,

set up a “treemometer” |

across from the Qualicum ;

beach post office. The mer- |

cury in the treemometer will |

rise as the society’s fund- |

faising total increases, q

A series of fund-raising *

"rane senonBB

e campaign pct ft

society vice-president - Ernie Shimkus ‘and’ fund- {
raising chair Phil Copple watch the mercury rise.

events: are. planned. for: the.
coming months, including”

an antique road show, a’

home and garden tour; and

the sale of:special Heritage

Donations can be m

’ to the law offices 6f“Walker |
~and Wilson, :2 ..- 107

Primrose Street; : Qualicum. |

Beach, V9K 2K1. For:more.

information call 752: 6951;

ft

4
]

t
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Society builds fo

Several notables gathered for the eréction of the ‘treemometer —to gauge ‘the progres of the
fund-raising campaign — in Qualicum Beach last week, including (from.left) Jack Wilson. pre

los”

‘Brown Property Preservation Society, Teunis Westbroek, mayor of Qualicum Beach; Phil 6 pple
fund-raising committee and Ermi¢ Shimkus, vice- -president of the's soci

Fu . ads ” | Fundraising chair,’ Phil” “Copple.”
said people will: be- able .to“bring ~|

700By Michael Briones

Special to the Star $. ye
QUALICUM— ‘The Brown Proper: :

ty Preservation Society has been

busy planning events to-raise:mon-

ey to help secure the last remaining

seven-and-a-half acres of the Her- ;

-itage Forest in Qualicum Beach.

With a target of $450,000,-and'a

deadline of July 31,.2002'set by the

Brown Property Family Trust, the

society plans to. host Qualicum

Beach’s first Antiques Roadshow

and Fair March 23 at the Civic Cen-

tre.

their antiques and: ‘collectibles tothe
ener and.haye then: appraised. -
by experts for a small fee, :
“The fair will also include ‘salés and "| :
aise. booths ‘of antiques, col:

"| Iectibles, and garden art: dealers
\from across Vancouver Island;-as

\ wellas a Silent and Live Auction; .

mini lécutres, and delicious:snacks’

with entertainment inthe tearoom:

“Planning is. already underway,
“Jand:the Society is looking for-vol-

- the New Year,” said Copple..,

lectibles, or gardén art, or experi-

efice' with silent or live auctions,

essential.” °

. Being the first of its kind; Coppie ’
said they need people to:bring their

gy, knowledge and skills to_help

society: “make this antique road:
P show an enjoyable arid successful
| fundraisingevent.

Coritinued on A2

tunteers to help get. things ‘rolling. in’

“Any knowledge.of antiques, col- .

would-be helpful butis by no means .

_ Continued froma

- A: special -meéti

| Phursday,.Dec. “13

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre.

The society: will-be.presenting th

‘plans for the Antique Road
well as update: ‘members: and:
Community on: ‘the he pro} ress

‘group’Ss overall goals. .
A treemometer was erécted. two.

“weeks ago across -the -Qualican
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“ kind of fruit, one’ that's ‘filled: with generosity: j

“A “Dont “Tree” fias beet" gioweifig idly:
of Qualicum: Beach’s Town ‘Hall Jately- I

He Qualicum: Bead ‘Heri

those who have’ giver: Target amounts
Supporters to ‘secure’ the last.

Heritage Forest will also. be reco,
Property: Preservation ‘Society: has a Jilly 31st 2002 dead--:
liné.to: raise, thé “final. $450, 90 de

_ Temainir property: :

oe Roadshow and Fair -was discussed.

COMMUNITY. NEWS

2 iWEDNESDAY, DECEMBER19,'2001_ #15 ,

Tree continued:from front
Names of those who give $500: :

6 months will be added to-the tree.’So1 . may. wish to.add «
toa previous donation'to-move up.into the ¥“500-Club". A
more’ permanent -donor. display is: likel : be: ‘erected in

Meanwhile volunteers have
attend: Dec..13 meeting
Centrezwhere.the plano. hos

* The meeting was conducted by Maureen Drew, a local
. 'marketing.-and communications proféssional who brought

her talents and ‘organizational skills to the fundraising '

THE MORNING SUN

antiques, collectibles, and. -£
across Vancouver Island, as.

Biv mn Property

”. foyer of the Qualicum

- Beach town office. Th

* tree tecognizes

who have contrib

: the purchase of

‘acres of Heritage

- of Qualicum Beas

ould be helpful. S|
é wishing to, get-involved;

cum Beach at 752- 6254)

Donations are tax-de di ctible. -
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BROWN =.

PROPERTY TOUR
Tour anytime “— open to
public. Guided tours. on”

. Sunday between 1. and 3
p.m. a x

_By Michael Briones’ =.) : “Wer ve been sort i going back and! i
For the Star Lee : |

4

==“? he Brown Property Society is poised :
. -tofinally acquire half of the 15.acres of

.the Qualicum Béach Heritage Forest:

- "Phe group, which has: already. raised -ch half ofthe 15 acres.””

$460,000 through its Tall Trees Project. Wil: on said that the subdivision proe :
‘last:year, has yet to purchase the pre-’: posal 1

~ ‘cious forest lands,, Society pre *

“Jack Wilson said they? Te hoping :
-the.deal by next week and’ will make At raise another :

tend, it has ini: -

Wilsondaw Offices at
QB; ‘VoK ag.with only $200.0 000 to raise to Purchase :
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Brown property resort

heads to public hearing -
_ By ADRIENNE MERCER

NEWS REPORTER. Eghr, 2007

Resort and ‘Golf Course is lookThe owner of Crown I

Heritage Forest, and the town is going to ‘public hearitig Féb. :
18 to give residents a look ‘at the plans. :

Crown Isle owner Ron:Coulson hopes to turn thie Brown
Mansion property. and.an adjacent property into a destination.
resort. The plan includes building ‘56 resort Conder iniuths,
_and renovating the’ mansi6n-to: create: four: guest Too! ‘from:
its existing second aid thi rd floor" bedrooms. The mansion
would ‘also’ house a restaurant, lounge, library, iéception’.

area, concierge office and'Sitting rooms. :

Qualicum ‘Beach coun

ond reading’ to the rezoriing and amendmen ap ications
needed for: the. project. to pic

\ 8 iIbe developed at some: poifor the-pr ty, given it Wi -
i haracidt thet tis pt oP the sto“To retain somb.of thé

ry of Qualicum Beach,

he said.

~ Brown: Property Presdtvation” ‘Society niasiacté ack
- Wilson says the group is not opposed to, the resoit “ if

The Naw «Feb £2002.

Same ea
‘KICKER

ERNIE

SHIMKUS (L),

JACK Wilson

and Morris

Pacula of the

Brown Property

‘Preservation :

Society work on.

a new trail :

.through the

Qualicum -

Beach Heritage —

Forest. The trail

will parallel St.

Andrews Road,

allowing visitors

to the-forest to

view Beach
Creek from the ©

West.
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Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, February 18th, 2002, at
7:00 p.m. in the Qualicum. Beach Council Chambers, 660 Primrose Street, Qualicum Béach,

* British Columbia, to teceive: representations from all persons who believe their interést in prop-

erly to be affected by the proposed Town of Qualicum Beach Official: Community: Plan,amend:

ment bylaws and the Land Use & Subdivision amendment bylaws‘listed:below:.-A Copyof the

bylaws may be inspected at the Municipal Office of the Town of QualicunBeach, #201 =.660 .

Primrose Street, Qualicum Béach, British-Columbia, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30

p.m., Monday to Friday, except statutory holidays, from February 8th: to'February: 18th, 2002.

1 Former Brown Mansion Property = 292 Crescent'Road East. ~

Potential purchasers ofthe Brown Property Mansion wish:to. rezone the. property:in

order to create a destination type hotel; restaurant and resort condominiums: - If the

amendment bylaws are adopted the total cornbined number of hotel units and resort

condominiums on the 5.8 acre site would not exceed 60 units: Parking on-site would

consist of a mixture of underground and surface parking. Natural buffer areas will be-

retained where possible and enhanced as requitéd. The land must be developed in’

substantial compliance’ with the approved site plan. If the proposal is to Proceed, two ;

“ Municipal bylaws are required-to be amended ‘as follows:

a) Bylaw No. 575.02

“Town of Qualicum Beach Official Community Pian Amefdirient Byiaw N No. B75. 02,
2002” will amend the “Town of Qualicum Beach Official | Community Plan Bylaw

No. 575, 1998” as follows:

i) “Schedule 2.1 = Land Use” map is hereby amended by changing, thedesign
-tion of Lot 1, DL 62 & 63, Newcastle Land District; Plani VIP68940° from “Si- -

ngle Family Resideritial to “Commercial” as shown on Map ‘A’ below. ° -
ii} “Schedule 2.2 - Development Permit Areas” map is hereby amended by des- :

ignating Lot 1, DL 62 &-63, Newcastle Land District, Plan VIP68940-as

Development Permit Area ‘C8’ as'shown.on Map ‘A’ below.

iii) By changing Schedule No. 1, Section-3.2 - Development Permit Areas by
adding “Development Permit Area C8 - Gréscent Road‘East’, pevelopment

Permit Area C8 éstablishes design auc for the subject property. =

b) Bylaw No. 580.03

“Town of Qualicum Beach Land Use & Subdivision Amendment Bylaw No. 580.03,

2002”, will. amend the “Town of Qualicum Beach. Land. Use & Subdivision: Bylaw

No. 580, 1999” as follows:

i). “Part 6— Land Use Regulation” by aang section 64. 28 - “Comprehensive :
. Development Zone 1” (CD41).

+ In-general terms:the purpose of:the-CD1’ zone-is to lit the. -permitted uses:
on.the site’to: hotel, resort condominiums, restaurant and accegory ‘uses

customarily ancillary toa hotel. or resorf.use including spa, recrea lities,
licensed lounge, swimming pool-and. pa

the maximum number and ‘size of buildin
and screening, and parking... .:- :

imum seitianks, landscaping

ii) “Schedule 6A’ =-Zoning Map” by changing the zoning designation of Lot 1; “DL:
62 & 63, Newcastle Land District; Plan VIP68940 from Residential’ Zone
(R41): to Comprehensive Development Zene 1(CD1).; as shown oncMap:'A’ -
below.

The ‘CD1! Zoné ‘also. regulates :

|



3. -:. 320-Crescent Road East (McKeen Property) |
In. general terms the purpose: of Amendment Bylaw 575.04 is to refine the current: ©

Official: Community Plan objective'to “identify land reserves that may serve as future

_Sites for additional resort facilities” by-designating a specific area where Council: would ..

» -consider rezoning applications. fora a resort facility. The-Bylaw: also establishes design
guidelines for that area. fo,

a) “Bylaw No. 575.04... . - :

“Town of Qualicum Beach Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 575.04, -
2002" will amend the “Town of Qualicum Beach Official Community Plan Bylaw No.
"575, 1998" as follows:

i) “Schedule 2.1 — Land Use” map is hereby amended:by clanging ‘he designa-
"tion of Lot 1; DL’63, Newcastle Land District, Plan 7727 from ‘Single Family” ~

’ Residential’ to“Commercial’ as shown.on Map ‘B' below. .

ii) . “Schedule 2.2 ~ Development Permit Areas” map:is hereby amended by desig-
nating ‘Lot 1,-DL-63, Newcastle Land District, Plan 7727 as $ Development

Permit Area ‘C’ as shown on Map ‘B' below:

- i) “Section 3.2:- Development Permit Areas” is hereby aniended by adding
1 ‘ “Development Permit Area C8 -.Crescent Road East’. Development, Permit
- Area C8 establishes design guidelines jor the. subject property.

iv) By adding:a policy to “Séction 2.2.3 - Commercial” that states “The Town “will
~: consider: rezoning application for. commercial destination type tourist resort

facilities for the properties jocatéd-on Crescent Road East’as indicated ‘on:

. Schedule 2.1°- Land Use Map."

> 41.

ch

|

Of Pu] 3:ai} >
oa

For further information regarding the bylaw amendments, please contact PT. (Paul
Director of Planning, at the Municipal Office of the Town of Qualicum Beach, #201 — ie Pr e.

Street, Qualicum - Beach, British - Columbia at (250) 752-6921 - renal
pbutler@qualicumbeach.com.

This Notice is published in ‘accordance with Section 892 of the Local Goveriunant Act Further, :
this is the first of two publications of this notice ina a newspaper.

PLT. (Paul) Butler .Director of Planning . | oO . Febe 3902.
Town of Qualicum Beach

t#t



ZADRIENNE MERCER PHOTO
FORMER QUALICUM BEACH mayor Art Skipsey addresses council during Monday's Ss Public he hearing. Skipsey ‘spoke ii in-..
support of bylaw amendments that would allow a resort, development on. the.Bi :

: | ee “The-resort plan includes building 56rown amily condominium units; and rénovating the
. F niansion to create four guest rooms from

its‘existing-second and third floor bed-

. rooms. The mansion would also house a * |
concemeé restaurant, lounge, library, reception area, .

concierge office and sitting rooms.
: . : - The property is currently owned by :

; Calgary lawyer John Merrett; represented 7about impact by his lawyer, Ron Lamperson, at the pub- '
lic. hearing.

Lamperson said his client did not ktiow
- about the proposed bylaw amendments _reso until recently, but does not oppose them,

.* : as long as they are not adopted before’ the

sale to. Crown Isle is completed Feb. 28.

By ADRIENNE MERCER Speaking on behalf of her mother,
News REPORTER 2A.2,..2002 Genevieve Brown, Lois Brown said: her

family has concerns with the plans for

their former home.

She asked council what provisions have’

been made to protect the Heritage Forest,

and suggested people who have made

donations to help preserve the forest may

want their money back if the forest is not

A public hearing on the rezoning of the

Brown mansion property Monday prompt-

ed several concerned neighbours to write

letters to the town, or crowd into-council

chambers to voice their opposition.

’ Asa result, council is delaying third

reading of the amendments, in order to adequately protected.

take a close look at the public s concerns, © Brown pointed out visitors to the resort

The town is considering Jand use and ‘will bé“transient” and may not respect the
Official Community Plan amendments to « Heritage Forest and surrounding area as
allow Crown Isle owner Roa Coulson to “mu ch as neighbouring residents do.

convert the property into a destination- “See RESORT on page A3

type hotel, restaurant and resort. ee aan



i

‘Shé ‘also asked if,Council has consid-
ered how drainage,’ water, sewer and ser-
vicing will'be dealt’ with once the Fesort is
built.

exceptionaf‘part-of Qualicum Beach being”
oned in-Gne fell‘

In a letter to council} Jim Ford:of
Hollyford Bed ‘and Breikfast said‘he and
his wife Marjotié-aré strongly: opposed”
to the development, particularly because " *
of the historical significance of the man-

i ‘operty. Ford said if built, the new

ould cause traffic problems, open
‘ta to further development, and

threaten the Heritage Forest.
Council watchdog Frank Horner. also: -

wrote a letter, saying: while the resort will
be classy, and draw more : people to the
area, it will put strain oni “:;..a formerly ©
peaceful and serene property. ”

One Palm Drive resident, Norm Carter,
came out and ‘asked council to put a stop
to the bylaw amendment Process, and let
the official community-plan bylaw amend-
ment die at second reading.

“I would like council to show good
faith towards the surrounding Property
ownerS,” he said.-

Not all residents were opposed to. the

THE NEWS WEEKENDER, March 1, 2002» A7
Fr seaeeceseeceees

Brown
rezoning»

must be

stopped
Everyone should be

extremely. concerned with

the proposal to allow

Crown Isle to convert the

“Brown House” portion of .

the property into a “desti-

nation-type hotel.” (THE

NewS WEEKENDER, Feb. 22).

At first glance, it looked

like it would be just a reno-

| vation of the house.

However, this proposal

includes a'destination-type

hotel, restaurant, resort and

the building of 56 condo-

minium units.

; resident*’

Continued from Front Page.

development. Former:mayor Art. Skipsey;
who, had'a hand? veloping thé. town’s.”
official cornmunity plan, said he supports:
the bylaw amendments, and Coulson’s
planis forthe mansion property. He told
council ‘the resoft will benefit the town;
and: ‘Should: not have much: effect oni neigh-

_ bouring' properties.
. Walter Kosteck}j; a Qualicum Beach

id Crown Isle represen: :
tative, assured the’) “public the developers
and their clients will want to preserve the
natural beauty of-Qualicum Beach.

He explained the resort is not a time-
share, but a proposal for a quarter-share.-

“People would buy in because they are -
interested in preserving what’s here and ~
enjoying what’s here,” he said. “These: *
people. are ‘buying into what: Qualicum i is,
and what it will hopefully stay.”:*.

After the public process, Councillor °
Anton Kruyt moved to hold both bylaw
amendments in abeyance until a-future.
meeting; to ‘allow staff. and council enough i
time to Weigh’ the public’s comments. | ~ ‘
Council passed the motions unanimously.

“Council is not in.a hurry to make a”
“mistake,” Mayor“Teinis Westbrock
explained to the gallery. “We: need to cone:
sider all of the points raised?

“The impact of this type . ¢

of density: increase would

have a devastating effect on
the-ambiance afd ecology

of.the park. This is similar

a fo an earlier proposal on
the outskirts of Stanley
Park in Vancouver. The

Vancouyer Council stopped.
the re-zoning because of *
the concérn- and uproar of

its citizens: .

Many of.us.have devot-

ed time, money and 4 great

' deal of effort to save and

protect this Heritage Forest.

T urge ail citizens to contact.

, our mayor and councillors

to stop this rezoniiig and’

development..Now..

W.G. (Bud) Wilson

Qualicum Beach



Wt

Page 4 QUALICUM TOTEM. March, 2002”

Brown mansion proposal could be a tour
When you consider it’s been

over 30 years since the last desti-

nation resort opened in Qualicum

Beach it’s hard not to get excited

‘at the prospect of the Brown man-
sion property being turned into a

condominium hotel and testau-

rant..

A change Wwe’are more ‘aécus-

‘tomed to-is the closing and con-

version of tourist accommodation

_ into residential housing.

‘The last resort hotel to open

was in 1972 when the Qualicum

College Boys School was con-

verted into what is now. the

Qualicum Heritage Inn. That

same year, however, the commu-

nity’s most famous tourism land-

mark, the Qualicum Beach Hotel,

was bulldozed and the land on

West Crescent turned into 30 res-

idential lots.:

Since-then Qualicum Arms, the

Grandview, the Ben Bow, the

Snow White and the Crescent

Mote] have all closed or been °

*., Beach hi

Best Kept Secret: “Qualicum

never. returned :to’ the

numbet:6f accommodation wnits

‘achieved in 1963-64.” That year”

the number oftunits stood at-339.

Thirty years later the number: is

barely 300.:° Only one new

imotel/hotel; the Casa Grande, has

opened ‘in Qualicum Beach in the
last 10 years,

The rezoning of the land

owned: by the Qualicum Beach

Hotel into'30 residential lots was

of. course the single biggest loss

of tourism accommodation prop-

erty in the town’s history. The

proposal for the-Brown mansion

property is’ an: -epportiinity. to

make amends for: that’ loss and

should be supported.
There isn’t a piece of property

of its size, approx. 6 acres, better

suited or better,located for a resort

hotel. Surrounded on two sides by
the 50-acre Heritagé...Forest, a

heavily wooded private: home. on.

the third-and the golf couise on
“the fourth, the Brown mansion as

a hotel ‘will impact, alrgost’.no

other propertyin the community.

What’s more, it has.a spectacular

view of the Georgia - Strait, one

that ‘will make protnoting the
property a marketing, manager's. ,
dream come true.

- Standing behind the ‘projéct is
Ron Coulson and Rick Jackson of j
Crown Isle. Develdpinenits:*’of:

Courtenay. The Coulson. family. is

“one of Port Alberni’s, oldest.and.
most respected corporate families:
They make an enormous.cohtrbu-

‘completed;

sm jewel:

life into’ a ‘busi ess coniiniunity
that has béen'bs ly surviving for

far ‘too-.mnihy. é

imansion” resort Will

ably be’ a’ jéwel

Beach’s tourism crown:

tion to every., community they* ‘converted and the Shady Rest has

Saturday, March 9, 2002

Antique —

show sure |

to please
By Michael Briones

For the Star, Nanal me

The Antiques Show and Garden -

Art Fair is promising to be a first _

class show.

The event takes place spring
break, March 23, 9 a.m. to 5p.mat

the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre.

It will be a unique showcase for peo-

ple who sell or exhibit antiques, col-

lectibles and garden art. ;

Organized by the Brown Property

Preservation Society, the antiques

roadshow has already attracted a .

lot of interest from local, island-

wide and Vancouver antique enthu-

siasts.

|

Qualified appraisers locally, from '
Vancouver, and all over the island
are.invited to the show, whichisa
fund- raising . event. Proceeds gor"
towards the preservation of the his: ».
toric Browii- property in Qualicum
Beach — now. known ag the Heritage.
Forest: *

Among the highlights of the show
is the Garden Art, a real trend in

landscape and garden design anda
unique opportunity for many of the

Island1s artisans and sculptors to
showcase their work.

The theme carries on in the Gar-
den Art Café where everyone‘can ;
enjoy f foods cooked by guest chefs,
sip on a cappucino, enjoy local

musicians, and chat with fellow

enthusiasts.

As well, thére will:be exhibits,
sales booths, guest speakers, prize
draw and silent and live auctions.
More-than 100 volunteers have

already signed up for the project,
which is an encouraging show of
support for the Brown Property
Preservation Society.

aE tells é-thére’s a lot of”
siasm.in this community for. saving ;

’ tion efforts.”

more of the.forest,” says Jack Wil-

son, president of the Society. “All
the money: we ‘aise will be.used to

purchase more land and save more

trees. It’s also.a novel way. to show. -

support for the Society’s conserva- vt

Organizers are ‘still souk hi pri-
vate donations of antiques. and col-

- lectibles for the live auction. These

can be donated for atax receipt or

items valued at $200 or more canbe

accepted on’ consignment . with-a:
shared split. Items can be Picked up..

” and also appraised if. there is tio: offi-
cial appraisal.

“I’m really excited about. this
event,” adds Wilson. “Interest i in
antiques and garden art is peaking,

and I expect big crowds.”

. For-information about the show,

please contact Anne Sharp at 250- |
152-9771.

For more. information: about

donating, contact Garda Rowe at

250-752-1581.
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ritage | forest al ‘spruced | up
RICA. LESLIE .- ine éfforts to.clean. up the -How long ago that. ..-.~ .ioned metal headboards, i |NEWS REPORTER: “Beach Creek Ravine; situat- garbage. was dumped is .,.- ~ :and even’ the remains of. ©...

-. ed ‘on the property, mem- another question: "_ . stoves from years_past were
bers from different commu: Qualicum Beach. found. As well, the tusting: |
nity groups combined their”. Streai "J jak.’ _ carcass of a vehicle was ,
resources.to piek'up ; “Sai verything from : ~ dragged out, via backhoe.

_ garbage, duinped there. -old-hotel dishes, old-fa: in bits and pieces, with’ .,
: : oa ‘remnants of other vehicles: -.-}

also: picked up. : SS

which residents back then’:
may have-used to dump =
their unwanted. Waste in ‘the 4
forest.

Jack Wilson of the |
Brown Property -

‘Preservation Society was at
“the ‘site, with others from. ;

I

H

. pitéhiing. in-to ‘Clean’ the: oa

favine:

A new trail slated for. ;
7: _ the-area, replacing the old ©

_ trail, to Tetlocals enjoy a

bétter Walk through:a natui- |

al ‘sétting,; and. in-order to.
| Bet a.better view. of the.

*.. Beach Creek Ravine. -

_ The rough filling for that
new trail.has.beendaid, with’

finishing-touches; suchas ‘’
‘laying sawdust. down, aré’in'

= the works.” |

‘The new trail is:expect-.

Bed to-open shortly...) +



[%

L-on:the ravine and surrounding trail-to lean up the pristine parcel of land:located behind the
-S6ld:-Brown mansion in Qualicum Beach. Above, -town worker. Gary Goldsberry reclai

remains of a circa:1940 Ford from the steep forest floor, The: group. would end'up:rem

parts. from: three different vehi es, of the day. -FOR: RELATED: STORY. SEE PAGE. AS

~The éfforts. of three different groups. ‘started taking oi “Sat d : J rs doatged
!

|



Wednesday, March 13, 2002 . _ OCEANSIDE _

Oceanside volunteers s pitch

By Michael Briones

Fort the Star

A group of volunteers spent their

weekend helping build a more

scenic and natural trail at the.
Qualicum Beach Heritage Forest.

. It was a cooperative event that saw -

“the town of Qualicum Beach, thé

Brown Property Preservation Soci-

ety and Qualicum Beach Stream-

keepers join forces for a major

cleanup that included clearing an

old dump site that has been used as

a garbage dump for cars, hotel

debris and other trash.

. Upon clearing much of the debris

in the area on Saturday, the Brown

Property Society built a new trail

located in the corner of St. Andrews

Rd. and Hoy Lake Rd. that will

allow hikers and visitors an excel-

lent view of Beach Creek and the

ravine without having to stray way

from the trail.

“Tt was an excellent day,” said Paul

Ryniak, one of the volunteers. “It

was a well coordinated effort with

everyone pitching in.”

The clean up effort was initiated

" -PHOTO SUBMITTED

Morris Pacula, left, and Ernie Shimkus. of the Brown Property Preservation :
Society work on a new trail inthe Heritage Forest, of Qualicum Beach.

ing area for salmon.
‘We, were given this task; and now

that we've cleaned up the dump site,

we can replant the area,” said Ryni-

ak. “That will stop the silting in of

the stream which kills the eggs of

. by the QB Streamkeepers who havex. the salmon once they’re laid.”
: been given the responsibility of tak-

. ing care of Beach Creek —a spawn-

The extensive work ‘that~ has’.

already been done on Beach. Creek.

THE NEWS: ‘WEEKEND!

has clearéd: ‘the way for the return
of salmon, added Ryniak.

. “We have seen big’salmon car-

casses inthe area and we think that:

asmall number of salmon-has made

it back to’ Beach Creek without us
: knowing it,” he said: “We will: mon-
itor the-area‘this spring: and check

: it out for fry.’
wk bag at

Dont miss sthRiedie
” Antiques, Appraisals & Sales Boats. .

Fabulous Garden SArt ~
Topical Guest Speakers

‘Silent & Live -Auctio

Guest Chefs & Local: Mu

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

fwo iter limit, $70 &55:
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By ADRIENNE MERCER

News Revorrer (9.3, Wo,

Nostalgia will be in the

air this . Saturday in.

Qualicum Beach, when the

Brown Property

Preservation Society hosts

an antiques show and gar-

den art fair.

Qualified appraisers will

be on hand to examine trea-

sured jewelry, crystal and

other collectibles, and

antiques dealers, exhibitors

and a variety of guest speak-

-ers will pass on their knowl-

edge. Meanwhile, the gar-

den art component of the

event will give Island. arti-

sans and sculptors the

chance to showcase’ their

work, and silent and live

auctions will feature one-of-

a-kind items.

“We have: everything

from furniture’ and art to

native art pieces, porcelain,

antique lace, and antique

pieces of garden art,” said

Maureen Drew, event coor-

dinator.

Alt ‘proceeds from the
Qualicum Beach Antiques

Show and Garden Art Fair

will be put towards the pur-

chase of the final 7.5 acres

of the Brown Property, so-it

can be preserved along with

the rest of the Qualicum

will be used :to’ purchase

more land and save- tore

trees,” said Brown Property

Preservation Society presi-

dent Jack Wilson.

Organizers, including

more than 100 volunteers,

are hard at work to make

sure, the day-long show at

the Qualicum Beach Civic

Centre is both a successful

fundraiser and a mémorable

experience.

“We want this to be a

totally. enjoyable day for

people,” said Drew.

“The Island is really into

antiques the.. Brown

Property committee decided

it was suitable to the com-

munity, this type of a

fundraiser, arid it would be a

great way to get the whole

community involved and

bring the donors together as _

. Kafka,

with. Chintz {-& Co. in’.

- Victoria, will spéak on: how

Faye ‘Smith and Marjorie
Koers.. :

“We e tried-to give peo-

ple a really: nice Ourof

the Island,” said” Drew, 4

“We've had really. good

response.:» front... private:

donors, . appraisers, -restau-

rants ... it’s actually’ getting
quite “exciting, We..:have
such a good, CTOSS-SeCtion:

-S of appraisers. We've. had

: good participation: fr¢

we'll -be- ables:

public” a. good

MAUREEN DREW AND Ernie Shimkus, two. of the’

a group.”.

The show involves

appraisers, antiques dealers,

artisans and speakers. from

all over the Island and

Lower Mainland — includ-

ing local appraisers Rob

Liddicoat of Parksville

Jewellers and Richard

Rosewell of. Mildred’s

Memorabilia in Qualicum

Beach. Colin Ritchie, a

charter member associate

appraiser with
Sotheby’s.com, will also be.

present.

Three guest speakers will ;

give seminars from 10 a.m.

to4: p repeating. thérh,

an “interior -designe

to. blend. antiques. ‘and -col-

lectibles into modern-decor; .’

ofCynthia

1

* Harris

organizers for the Qualicum Beach Antiques
Show and Garden Art Fair, are readying a wide

array of antiques for. the one-of-a-kind evi E

. And for caffeine addicts,’

musicians Dan: Riddell,

Marg. ‘La“= Foy,- Anné

: McMillan,

Vancouver’s Old Mil City”
Antiques will ; discuss”

“what's hot arid what’s Hot”
in collecting. antiques;” and

chef ‘Matthew Caldwell of.

the Gatsby Mansion in

additional. 1 ore’
information, isit *

www.qualicum.be: ca, -

contact the Qualicum ‘Beach
,Nisitor Information. Centre -

of the Tea.” ; Be
2.Local and Nanaimo-area at 752-953 Looe

restaurants ~—— including

Bailey's, Lefty’s, Shoot the

Breeze, Tigh. Na Mara. and

the- Longwood. Brew. Pub

will provide breakfast,

lunch: and afternoon tea at. :

the on-site Garden Art Cafe.

formaiices: by One

Fred Saliani,



eit Saturday, a: Oceanside:
“residents. take in the

Qualicum Beach Antiques ~;

Show and Garden Art Fair.

A fundraiser forthe. -

Brown Property

Preservation Society,. the’
“show: will-bring qualified

“ appraisers:and antiques’ -

dealers to the Qualicum

with the Parkevile
Qualicum Beach dtea’..,

+
tional items.

tt



The Stour Nawwau nie : Satunoay,, Mac 23, 2002‘ -Qualicum Fish:& Game. Association many years.Property Preservation So| working in thé Heritaof Qualicum: Beach th ‘the: March13 Star...Readers may be interested toknw that in the early ‘80s Fish& Game volunteers'spent a few ©years, aided-by a Canada WorksGrant, constructing a trail par-) alleling Beachi Creek, constructing ani ‘incubationbox (severaltimes. damaged by. vandals)which resulted. in 15,000 fry being introduced to the maincreek. The fertilized eggs had «been. taken: from--the BigQualicum Hatchery: ‘_ BY New Year’s Eve, 1986, heavyrains :helped the first cohosalmon spawners of the season.‘o.enter the creek, pass through_ the culvert under the highway,> “and were seen above and belowthe: Qualicum Memorial Golf“Course.About a dozen were spotted‘and there were still more off themouth of the creek:that hadpeén there waiting ‘since: the ‘pre-:vious December.By February the creek wasresponding with eggs incubat- ving in the gravel. Séveral dozenfish had been:counted, and the.’“experts (Fisheries Biologists).informed’ the volunteers that-there.could very well’ be as many.“as lo0-hidden: away-in dark areas.And prior to the Club gettinginvolved in the restoration of thecreek, in-the mid to late “70's, aJohn Van Herwaarden, with theaid of a Government grant, co--ordinated restorative work, .» doing extensive stream survey,hauling gravel for the steam_ spawning beds, which were cov-ered by sand, building a side--stream dam and reservoir andwooden incubation box, in thesame location as the later one. ‘mentioned earlier.It is not known whether VanHerwaarden was involved in fish-_“ Fisheries Officers, at that time,The Fish & Game volunteers - rearing and incubation...built rustic spans.over varioussections -of the créek, usingmaterial readily ‘available onsite.These spans consisted of cedarlogs having been shaped flat on.top for ease of traverse, as wellas foot bridges... .There Wwas'even a:12-foot- Jong,fish ladder built to allow theadult coho'salmon to swim overa.cement apron and over a darn ©in the creek built to withholdwater for irrigation for the Golf Brown Property c eanup a long tradition |Course, .A credit to the volunteerstenacity was ‘that inspite ofbeing cynical about these small,community streams being ofmuch importance, proved thatthey were on the right track.That is evidenced to this day onjust how important restorationto. smaller streams have result-ed in countless ones havingreturned to their former years ofproviding spawning channels formany species of fish, not onlycoho.Jotin Domovich ©Parksville(—
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ToM MacDouGaLL
BROWN PROPERTY PRESERVATION Society member -Audrey. LyncH-Staunton displays ‘two _ of. a ix
Piece set of etched waterglasses auctioned off Saturday night at the live antique and collectible’s auc-
tion atthe Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. The auction was a fund-raiser for the preservation society.

This column is. devoted to

"news that you may not have heard.
“Feel. good "

As a former member of the Board of the - total of $12,
Brown Property Preservation

Society I really felt good

about the outstanding job it

did in putting.on the Antique

Show and Garden Art Fair

recently in Qualicum Beach.

One could not help but be

‘impressed with the amount

of work necessary to put this

on, and the comprehensive

program, which: included

. appraisals, sales exhibits,

silent and live auctions, talks,

musicians and a Garden Art .

Café. I am told that 125 vol-

unteers were involved:

-Just the orga-

nizing of

this number

of volunteers is

a major feat.

BRAD -WYLIE

oot teus

~ Antique show goes a long way to saving tall trees |
_ Lam happy to report that 1,105 people
attended and 503 appraisals were made. A

000 was: taised toward the pur-

chase ofthe last 7.5 acres of

the Heritage Forest. -

I can’t think of. any. other

single one-day eyent- at: the.

Civic Centre that has drawn

this large a crowd, 2

Let’s. hope that. many of.

them 2will. make a further.

donation. for’ this. worthwhile
community project.

If you have a. "feel good" |

good news. story that you- .

would like ‘to share, please
Phone me at. 752-2283, or

“write to: 373° W.PARKSVILLE ~QUALICUM "Crescent Rd.

S&COMMUNITY Satan, Beer
FOUNDATION « 7 ¢ : |

bhwylie@ shaw. cq.
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s.2TOM -MACDOUGALL PH
at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. The

Brown:Property Preservation Society.

Totem
“April, 2002

- Heritage Forest Home & Garden Tour
The Brown Property Preservation Society is hosting a Home &Garden Tour of 12 exclusive Qualicum Beach homes on Saturday, May25 to raise funds-to save the remaining seven acres of the Heritage 'Forest, Among the homes‘on display-will be the homes of Brian & Carol :Peekford, Jim &. Marjorie Ford (Hollyford) an

Whiskey Creek folk artist Don Thompson will once again open his doors :to the public as, well Qualicum House owners Lars Meyer and Jens van-Draby, in both cases, on Sunday, May 26 also. A limited number of tick-ets will be printed. Tickets go on sale May 1 at the Mulberry Bush BookStores and Qualicum House.
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| (1, 2.002,Ape EARTH DAY,

The Sa hai Day and Spring Fest in
‘Qualicum Beach: Saturday:

: Live: entertainment g Zerg: waste man-

using “hands: on' watershed and ground- eg
water models, farmers' market, children's

May: 2002 QUALICUM TOTEM

Home & Garden Tour. for
The: second. Home & Garden Tour

to help ‘preserve ‘Qualicum Beach

si Forest takes: place on

Two. years ago this event was a”

ihuge success with over 1100. tickets

sold! It. was a great. opportunity fo

view «some: of . Qualicum -Beach’s .

mote,:spectacular homes -and_ gar-

‘dens: + Again ‘this year there will be

everything from: lovely old cottages. -

‘fo spectacular new ‘homes,
The . tour. is organized ‘by. the

Brown Property Preservation. Society
with all proceeds going towards the

purchase of the last'7.|/2 acres of the

Heritage Forest. This 71/2_acres is a

source of much-needed.-waterfor the

- forest, particularly. in dry years.
The tour showcases’ some -won-.’

derfully iiteresting-homes: including

_The Home of former Newfoundland Premier Brian Peckford
‘ is one of the homes on view in the tour. :

‘Newfoundland: premier.
. Peckford and his wife-Carol, and the:

two spectacular Mercer: Point homes; :

thé i intriguing “Tunnel Hur” home of
ined fabules

: forther

‘Brain

new ' tesidenée *' of

lovely: 1920s home, ‘iow Hollyford

B&B, owned by Jim and Marjorie

Ford. = >

| There is. also arti ‘oppoitunity
to: see’ the ‘wonderfully whimsical

world that folk, artist Don Thompson

has ‘heated in tis Whiskey, Creek -
property. Don’ 'g place: “will: be, open

time you'll Wwantto ‘vetumn and'see the,
many new additions.
~-Fickets forthe Home & Garden

“Tour are:$20. Every ticket sold buys

one square metre'‘of forest.’ Ticket

esales will be limited. They are-avail-
able on ‘May’ 1: at Mulberry Bush

Book Stores and Qualicum House. -



B12. The Star OCEANSIDE

Preservation Society,
Brown property
heritage forest

purchase

deadline looms
~ By Shari Cummins
The Star

The clock is ticking towards

the July 31 deadline to purchase

the.remaining 7.5 acres of the

Brown property heritage forest

in Qualicum Beach.

So. far, the Brown: Property

Preservation Society has raised .
$50,000 of the $400,000 needed to

buy the lot and add it to the 42.5

acres it already owns. If the

Society does not purchase it, the

remaining 7.5 acres are slated to

be a housing development.

While the group is hoping for

more private donations to beost -

the fund, it is also planning a

repeat of the popular home and

, garden tour it staged two years

ago.

This year the one-day. tour on. :
May 25 will feature 12 properties,
all unique and many with inter- .
esting histories. Only-two of the -

properties were featured.in the -
previous tour.

One of the highlights will be
the property of folk artist Don

Thompson: - - =

“If you saw-his place two years
ago you'll want to go back’arid *

see all the néw additions,” said.

tour organizer Lee Rainey.

Thompson's place i is expected to

Nobody’ s making
any money on this. |

It’s all going to”

a =Lee Rainey

open. it on: Sunday, May. 26, as |
~ well”

save trees.” Ee }
i

bei ‘0 povillar he has agreed: to

“Another “unique pert
which will ‘be opened ‘publicly
for the first time is the Brown

- IMansion:on East Crescent. Ave:

even though it is not furnished.

‘For a touch of-the eccentric,

four participants can head to

_ the property known as Tunnel

Hill.

The original owner, a military
man, dug a tunnel to.access the:

beach. .
The home of former ‘New: -

fouridland Premier Brian Peck- .

ford will be on the tour, as will

_ many other interesting proper-

ties, from small cottages to spec-

tacular estates, said Rainey.

“We've got quite an. interesting
assortment,” she said.

. Tickets are $20.1 each. While
, that may seem steep, - ‘Rainey
reminded that the event.is a

fund raiser. “Nobody’s making’ at the Qualicum House,

“it’s all going to'save trees.”

“One of the volunteers. actually:

- one square mele | of: forest, she
added? ys 2

” Still séveral weeks away, y the 3
event is already attracting int

est, said Rainey. “We're get
quite a lot.of-interést alreé’

Built in 1914, it was lived in by"

the Brown family for decades. }

The new. owner has.agréed ‘to!

‘open the unique heritage home, , 5

needs $350,000

I’m already getting calls from :

_ Victoria.”

Tickets. are available if :
Nanaimo at Dig This anid Tor. :

- ley’s Florist... OS
Tn Parksville and Qualicum ‘

Beach they can be found. at the”
Mulberry:Bush Book Stores and .



\go

_ the public.

. choice, ‘but! you can never
‘replant... those* trées “ore

“down, upon.Beach-Creek.,

* Preservation Society

5. Yoo i
New trail opens in. forest, time running ot

By ROB SHAW
NEWS REPORTER

* Wilson and~t é. society.
have until Juty, 31 to:come’

up more money to buy as.

tauch of the remaining 7.5

acres as they can.: They are,
holding a house and garden

tout. May 25 as a fundraiser:;
Tickets are $20 and can*be:

bought ‘at Mulberry’ Bush:

Book: Stores’ in Parksvillé

and Qualicum Beach, and
the Qualicum: House;

“= The: highlight.of tthe. tue:
“will be a raré look inside the:

Brown family. mansion; .:

A. new trail through the |”

lush vegetation and large

Douglas Firs of. : the -

‘Qualicum .Beach Heritage

Forest was officially opened

Sunday.

Mayor Teunis- -Westbroek 5
cut the ceremonial- ribbon 2

proclaiming the trail open to # &

- “To have an, opportunity

like this to enjoy old growth

(forests) i an-utban setting I

think is a unique. opportuni-

ty for people: who. live. here

said Westbroek
ing this-is:as

you’ve taken then away? °

The’ new. trail, located-at of

the. end of. Hoylake road,

takes about five minutes to
walkfrom one end. to: the

other, and follows a ravine

so that -people cas’ :look

“pe
the Heritage - Forest.~ |

‘through fundraising’ carii-:

paigns in the community, :

Brown ~’ "~~ Property

The ‘eagerly ‘aniticipated second Hone.
Garden: Tour to. take. place: in- Qualicum

Beach happens on May 25,‘Two years ago,

. this was'a very, successful fund-raiser for-the “
Brown’Propérty Preservation Society: in its
bid ton save what is now. known as the:

the tour will be an. + opportunity, te
is known:.about town’ as’.the’ “Brown man- “|
sion.” The forest was-part of this estate. .*

This “mansion” was.the first really grand"!

house built in Qualicum Beach, in 1914; for

one of its more ‘prominent “pioneers,”

General: Noel Money. The current -owner,

Ron. Coulsen, of Crown Isle Developments,

ig very generously opening the house to the |
public for the first time. .

Tickets for the tour are. available at
Qualicum House-and at the Mulberry Bush

bookstores in Qualicum and Parksville:
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e never know

what wonders

lie between ~

points A and

: B as we scurry

down and up the highway

to accomplish the various

urgent errands of our lives.

But every once in a while

the fir curtain parts and we

catch rare.and privileged

glimpses of the “oh’s and

aah’s”.

: Such glimpses were

madé, available to us a cou-

ple of" ‘weeks ago when the
Brown Property
Preservation Society held

its second. Home and .

Garden Toiir and generous

homeowners in the

Qualicum Beach area. .

allowed their privacy tobe

invaded — and on a rainy

day at that. Luckily, at

every door, baskets of dis-~-

posable, stretchable, blue

hospital bootees supplied

by another generous citizen

saved the day — and the ©

carpets!

And then there were the!
views — beaches, sea;.and-

mountains. Views front th
{ichen and great room,“

“Niews from the bedroom.
and Jacuzzi, views from.”

the living and dining

réoms, Views from the -.

' deck —a view with-every

| the photographs; ‘the family’ *

“every accent was in its-own ...-

“special spot, appliances

room;.moré glass than: soft-

wood lumber; a window.

cleaner’s’paradise. -

:.. In Some homes, we

(d hardly spare time for

house itself so attract:

ed were’ we' to the artwork,

histojies, ‘the memorabilia.

And. the things people grow

stuff in —— inside and. out,”

plants sprouted, ‘poured, or

tumbled:from unique,

. found, containers, The theo-

, ry seemed.to‘be, if it’s hol-

From a mansion to a log. :

cabin to palatial new

homes we were able to

. admire (or criticize, sotto

voce) the chosen styles and

decor of the their residents.

From masses of rhododen-

drons to geometrical for-' .

mality to cozy country gar- . -

dens we could store away

ideas for our own little

pieces of turf.

Some homes featured

“back stairs” and tiny attic

rooms, in sharp coritrast.to ©

spacious entrance halls,

kitchens with two of every-

thing, formidable staircas-
es, and dressing rooms ito
which one could fit a bach-

elor apartment. We nodded

sagely at the vanished

lifestyle and class system

indicated by the floor plan.

And oh, that wild red wall-

paper in the lower powder

room!

low, plant soniething in it!”

Sonie gardens pulled us

along as: if on a stings.

Vague,:curving paths gave

us a glimpse of something.

A nd we hid to fol-

low ouif.noses arid our

curiosity. Here, ephemeral

plants:long vanished from

our own gardens. still

“thrived i inthe cool, moist

shade and ‘rich -hums'of.a°

garden, dearly cated for, but

our way to the ‘beach -
: erally. Following’a path |

‘and a sign wefound our

mative ow.

: privileged gardens i
“sél es walking toward the

at the end. of that:tun-

nel: ‘A’ 10.0r 12-foot:diamé-

ter culvert embedded in the

| bluff and-fitted with a-
wooden walkway. At its

= end, we slithered the rest

emerge in. a private world ;
of woods‘and water, com. :

plete v with inultipic- globe,

“4

a
i
x

evenings. :
“We visited homes newly.

finishes flowed Speier

‘and fixtures awaited their

purpose, and: we, were

impressed. I-wonder

_whether we quietly won-

~ dered if we.could-actually

Hive with such-perfection.
“Then there was the cot-

e with's somé cool days”:

‘grain integior finish:on both... |:

-sides of'the wood heater:

There ‘was the kitchen

4 ‘dange sporting a.curva-:.

ceous porcelain finish-and

'. <that‘extra burtier for times

en four are just not °”

ugh. And you could.”

stand by this faithful old
cooktop, “stirring constant-

“ly? as the recipe instructs,

and-never.ance Sbject to
stariding over a hot stove

your slitubs-to. the: sea, ind
=mountains beyond.

[$7

One’of-our favorite folk.
artists held-court in-his “3. Z|
museum’ of a studio cand - :
remembered us from.when

we last visitedsand asked...
“how his, “progeny” were;

» doing in-their new homes.

Pun’ tight and:left Tured us

through woods-animaled

with: his-own:' :

right he

* Stewart!

ROt with:a: view, through.



historic

- days: visitors:can stay during the summer months (42 days19% ‘NewS REPORTERA proposal. for'a destination-style resort’ “atid zing theic Brown mansion in Qualicum Beach: was back i inAccording fo town ‘planner, the covenants have. Deen *negotiated with and approved:by. the developer: ’ .“The wording, down to.the last crossing of.the ‘t’s anddotting of the “Ts, has been agreed. to by. the applicant,”said Butler. ‘ :The covenants: include’ ‘a restriction on the number ofmaximum May- September) and a requirement that resortowners keep a gilest registér, which the town can inspecton 24 hours notice. a : ton “ ing of an adjoining property, “ The-covenants als -inel lade : a Sequirement that the- develop ent : adhere to the: dosha form.and characteerty. Zithin: the: ‘OCP from m eitgle “aaitly residential to.commercial; and: alter the land: use to allow. for compreshensive: development. : :
The propon€nt, ‘Ron Coulsen; owner of: Crown Isle, 7~ intends to:put a résort, hotel’and restaurant.on:the proper-ty. The resort would have 56 condomifium:units anditself,As an associated item, council also amended the zon-_-~referred to as the McKeen:property, despite a -motion ‘from Coun. Anton Kruyt to to 2 —would:give the tow:--bappens to the site. (think it?s vremenare' ‘said Kruyt, pointing. out thereSno! development application currently in front of coun-.-¢il fot-that particular ‘property. The rezoning changed the”ao “Prop erty. from: “single family residential to commercial:But Coun:.Marlys Diamorid:argued the change — Sswhich-also makes the property.a developmient permit'area:4 Measureof control-over what= Under thes single fainily 2 zoning, the entire site could be.subdivided and clear ‘cut, said Diamond: With ‘the change’in. zoning, that would:bé harder to do because applicants: would have.to come béfore’council first.there would be four hotel- like guest rooms in the -marision’ Kruyt’s‘abandonment-motion was defeated ina record-ed vote, with all of council except Kruyt voting against it.”. A follow-up motion-from.Coun. Scott Rodway to...rezone the McKeen property carried, with Kruyt ¢ oppos:ing.
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By ROB SHAW

News Reporter (4 to.2.007,

You might say: the towns
of Qualicum Beach and

Sequim, Washington, have

a friendship in bloom.

The two towns have

twinned together to enter

the International Challenge

portion of the 2002 ° .

Communities in Bloom

competition, and Sequim is

looking to provincial and

national award-winning

Qualicum Beach for

advice.

An eight-person Sequim

delegation of town offi-

cials, gardeners, and mem-

bers of the business com-

munity visited Qualicum

Beach Friday and Saturday

’ to discuss beautification

|

[
13

t

strategies for the competi-
tion. | -

“You just can’t imagine

how fortunate you are to

have places like the Brown

Property, the ocean, and

the downtown area,” said

Fay Alton, of the Sequim /

‘Communities in Bloom ~

is a non-profit organization

that attempts to increase

awareness of beautification

QB and US town’s friendship in full bloom |
Town Partners group. “The
networking with the people

- from Qualicum,-and the:

ease of talking to them and

the openness has been:

overwhelming.” .

The Sequim delegation

arrived Friday to some

fiery chili from Fire and ~

Ice award-winners Thrifty ~

. Foods, and held a quick

lunch meeting at Rotary

Park on the Qualicum

Beach waterfront. :

Many Qualicum Beach

town council members,

public works employees,

and administration were in

attendance, and followed

the group throughout the

two-day stay.

On Saturday, after a

breakfast-at Milner

Gardens, the Sequim group

by holding provincial and
__ national competitions for

seven years.. It also

spanned the Americas in ~

Bloom program last yéar.

i plays.

‘“

was whisked around: town -
“on a whirlwind tour to: visit

local attractions. and ‘private

gardens. *° .

They then convened for = *
-a Qualicum Foods lunch,

and.a final-meeting to

exchange ideas.

“We've been blessed

» With unsurpagsed-niatural

beauty,” said-Qualicum

Beach Mayor Teunis ;

Westbroek. “We've got to
be good stewards about it.”

Sequim officials said

they’d gladly accept the

help of Qualicum Béach

town crier Len Mustard

who offered to come.down

and perform when the. |

_ judges evaluate Sequim on

Aug. 5. :
“Qualicum Beach has

until August 7th to prepare

for its judgirig, which is

based ona host of factors

including tidiness; land- +

scaping, and floral-dis-

“In it’s size Class; =. 2

Qualicum-Beach won the.”

. provincial award'in-2000,.
<-and the national award ir in:
2001,
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D-Day for Trees campaign nears

The campaign to complete the purchase of

the entire 50-acre Qualicum Beach Heritage

Forest has reached its final month with organiz-

ers cautiously optimistic for success.

The deadline on the offer to purchase the

remaining 7 % acres expires on July 31. To date

$1.48 million of the $1.8 million goal has been

raised.

“If everything that has been pledged comes

through we’ll be close,” said Jack Wilson, pres-

ident of the Brown Property Preservation

Society. ;

“That means every donation we receive can

~ given money but this is a new tax year and all

make a difference. Many people have already

donations are tax deductible.” :

He noted that Quality Foods has once again

agreed to convert Q-Points into cash for dona-

tion to the campaign. Anyone with Q-Points

can ask to have them given to the campaign.

Two years ago Q-Point conversion raised

$12,000 to help save the forest.

In recent months the campaign raised

$11,500 from an antique auction and $14,000

from a garden tour. The Town of Qualicum

Continued on Page 6

New projects.

|

Keith Smith raises the tally-yet again

Continued from page 1

Beach has also agreed to hand

over the proceeds of selling a res-

idential lot on Palm Drive beside

- eM i It has aneed Kye it ot the Heritage Forest. asshould News . | yt appraised value of $75,000.
. : U. pc . Also, Weyerhauser Canada has

calif. a pledged to donate $250,000 ifbenefit us all go? and. when it can settle issues sur-
Re: the-new arena and yw): rounding logging of Lot 10 in

first things first

Well, you got your new

arena. Rather than offering

congratulations, I'd like

you to consider this, The

Qualicum Beach and forestland

adjacent to Cathedral Grove.

Failure to reach the goal would

development of ja subdivision

almost sao lead to the

h, said. Jackalong Hemswo

Wilson.

He said a subdivision plan out-

lining the construction of a new

road into the forest and the cre-

ation of 26 lots is on file with the

Town. .

Tax deductible donations can

be made at Walker and Wilson.

Law Offices, 707 Primrose,

Qualicum Beach, 752-6951:

next time you.or.one of -

your loved ones‘is waiting

for a hospital bed,:go. to.the
.arena, that should make: .

you feel better. I know it

gives me a lot of assurance
to-know T'm in good harids.
The Parksville-Qualicum

Beach area needs’a small . |
medical facility, something -'

Heritage Forest cash donation _ . :
Council supported a motion by Councilor Marlys: Diamond to offer| for sale a Town-owned lot at 360 Palm Drive with the proceeds to be |

° Continued from previous page
given to the Brown Property Preservation Society to help pay for the

7.5 acres of the Heritage Forest not yet acquired. The Palm Drive lot

was being held as neighbourhood park reserve but is no longer needed

. now that the Heritage Forest has been established behind Patm Drive.

The Brown Property Society has until July 31 to raise the $450,000 still
better than the Parksville:
clinic. Since the provincial.
government (neither NDP -

or Liberal) hasn’t made.a

move in that direction, we - ;
should be doing ‘it oar- {
selves, ooaecn

Instead of throwing 2 :
money at things like the a

Brown Property forest, the
Technology: Centre or the.

new arena, we should be

building something that '
benefits the entire area, If
all of us are going to pay
for it then it should be ,
something all of us could ,
benefit from. |
* Wayne Langton ;
2¥.6,2007 Qualicum Beach |

needed.

Brown mansion hotel .
Council supported motions by Councilors Scott Rodway and Anton

Kruyt giving third reading to bylaws approving the development of a
condominium resort hotel on the Brown mansion property on East
Crescent. Council also gave third reading to a bylaw designating the
next door McKeen property as commercial zonin 1g. Town planner Paul
Butler said that since the public hearing in February a number of
covenants have been drawn up and agreed to by the proponents regard-
ing right of way, environmental protection and architectural safe-
guards. Adoption of the bylaws will await registration of the covenants
with B.C. Land Titles, Specifically the covenants are: designation of a
Preservation area protecting access at the southwest comer of the man-
sion property where a portion of the main Heritage Forest trail is locat-
ed; a requirement that the heritage character of the mansiori be pre-
served and that any new buildings reflect a similar style; a maximum
stay restriction for 75% of the hotel’s 56 units from May to September
each year; provision for a watermain right of way from Hemsworth to
Crescent Rd; provision for screening around the parking lot on the east
side of the property and elimination of parking along the east bound-
ary. With regard to installing a left turning lane off the Old Island
Highway Town engineer Bob Weir said it was not something the devel-
oper is being asked to pay for because it is a problem that already
exists, The turning lane will be installed once it is determined the traf-
fic flow justifies the expense.
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One more contribution to the campaign will do the trick
The hour has arrived when

anything and everything that can

be done to save the last 7 4 acres

of the Heritage Forest must now

be done. The July 31 deadline is

just 31 days away.

Overshadowing the fundrais-

ing efforts is the knowledge that

the property’s owners, the Brown

family, have a subdivision plan

ready to go should the campaign

fail. Nothing short of an outpour-

ing of community giving equal to

what we saw two years ago is

needed.

Compared to how far we’ve

come, the goal is well within

sight. Just how valuable an asset

our Heritage Forest is was under-

lined in comments made by a

member of the Sequim, WA, del-

egation during their recent trip as

part of the Communities in

Bloom twinning.

“You can’t imagine how fortu-

nate you are to have places like

the Brown property, the ocean

and the downtown area,” the del-

Editorial

Funds go

egate said in a newspaper inter-

view.

In Qualicum Beach we take

pride in our civic centre, swim-

ming pool, community park, golf

course and Milner Gardens but it

was the Heritage Forest that

made the biggest impression.

Clearly, it is something that sets

us apart as a community, partly

because it is a very special place,

but also because it was a project

that only happened because of an

enormous collective will to make

it happen.

In the summer of 2000 more °

than 100 volunteers put their

efforts into a wide variety of

fundraising schemes, announcing

to the world that this was a proj-

ect that was not going to die due

to apathy or a lack of interest.

Hundreds more people came

forward with cash donations.

in wrong |"
_Mirection

Tah, 202
OMS ore we go again!!

According ~~ to the

Qualicum Totem, “Council

supported a motion by

Councilor Marlys. Diamond

to offer for sale a Town-

owned lot at 360 Palm Drive

with the proceeds to be’

given to the Brown Property -

Preservation Society to help

pay for the 7.5 acres of the

Heritage Forest . not yet
acquired. The Palm’ ‘Drive

lot was being held as neigh-

bourhood park reserve but is

no longer needed now that

the Heritage Forest has been”

established behind Palm

Drive.”

Their contributions allowed the

organizing committee to buy

some time, first another 12

months, and now a second 12

months which comes to an end

July 31.

The 15 acres left unpurchased

was whittled down to 7 4 and

now it is down to about 4 acres.

The will to help is out there.

Companies as large as

Weyerhaeuser Canada support

the project and are willing to con-

tribute subject to resolution of

two other forestry-related issues

in our area. Other provincial land

protection groups have also

expressed an interest in the proj-:

ect. What has most impressed

these organizations is the willing-

ness of so many individuals in the

community to dig into their pock- i

ets and come up with cash.

Cash can still make a differ-

ence — in attracting more outside

interest — and in ultimately

achieving the goal. The finish

line is in sight. Each and every

one of us can play a part in help-

ing cross that line. Please make a

donation at Walker and Wilson

law office before July 31.

~- Richard de Candole

When ‘the. council and
mayor used about $500,000

of our money. for the’ pur-
chase of the Brown:Property
— without taxpayer consen-
sus —] thought that was the
end of their misuse of tax-
payer funds, and with a sub-
sequent majority referen-

dum of the taxpayers, it was
made: abundantly clear that
no further town funds

should be used for the
Brown: property.

Now we have them tak-
ig ‘a~Town-owned lot and

_ offering it for sale and using
the proceeds as an addition-

al..-grant ‘to | ‘the: Brown’
Property Society.’

The lot may -be. consid-
ered :no- longer’ needed for

the: original purpose, ‘but it
could still be sold ; and the

money derived from.the sale

certainly could be utilized

‘for other necessary Town

expenses,

An election will soon be

upon us and we will have

the opportunity to elect a
new council and mayor. We

should all remember the
names of the existing repre-

Sentatives, and: ensure that
we elect concerned citizens

that.do not have a personal
agenda to achieve, but
intend to represent the wish-
e8 of thé majority of thé cit:

-dzens of Qualicum Beach.

Wayne: Hamilton

Qualicum Beach
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would iike t to o bike ihis opportuniTet to clarify’some information in
the letter:to:the editor from Mr.

Wayne Hamilton, :
«=. The Town of. Qualicum Beach with

i-the: Brown Property. Preservation
--Society-are signatories

; Purchase -with-theBrown Family Trust

ito buy all‘or-a.portion-of the remnants
>of ‘old growth-forest on the, Brown
property.

In19 the society and the town» ‘
'$426,000-and $483,000...

‘buy. 35 acres of. Whald is

d the: Heritage Forest.
The ‘town’s share was a combina.

tion-of monies paid: for by developers
for parks purposes and. money-otit of ©

the town’s land: acquisition fund.

The ieferendum question that-w was
asked. on: June 17, 2000. was'whether.

‘ the fown ould. borrow no: more than’.

|
I

us

"News"

| realize not:everyone: -

but we still‘

have three: weeks to

~ preserve this forest tn
— 'TEUNIs WESTBROEK _
Mayor, Quaucum BEACH. -

their gusto to dena etheir ac imulated:“Q
ints” ¢o:the Brown Property Preservation Society

omeérs, can visit, the customer. sérvice-counter.
Foods stores and. ask to:transfer: al] or

their existiig Q Points to-the ‘Society,

principle and interést of. theamiount:

- borrowed by. levying*a parcel tax each~..

year of a maximum ‘of:$25:per parcel:

The’ response was ‘negative and coun-

cil acted accordingly:. ,

After the referenda the’ society
-Faiséd another one Half million dollars
and:purchased addition jal ‘property. _
Thi additional land is. “contiguous toa
town owned lot-on'Palm Drive: and“
was turned over to the town for-the

ject,” ta

ews

=i oper:

“one agtees with this, we siill have

_est for the benefit.of our wildlife, oyrs-7

lasting legacy for-future:‘generation

“The efforts f the-Brown Property”

Last morith: council decided: Unianiy:.
mously to-put 1 Palm. Drive lot on: 5

‘sale of town owned Jands‘can only. be.
uséd for the purchase of other jands.

Although I realize thatnot every:

three weeks to. preserve a. piece of for-~

residents and’ visitors and to-leave.

Preservation Society members is
inspiring and reflects all that is: good:

about the vision and the commiunity:

spirit of Qualicum Beach. ; °
For-more information plete. call.

me at-752- 6921: :

x eee “Teunis Westbroek:
Mayor Town of Qualicum: ‘Beach |

Society président Ja J ack ck Wilson is is appreciative . 4
“Through the. generosity: of. Ouality Foods; as!

much as $10,000 could’ be raised,” he-said. “This is;

"the second time Quality Foods ‘has helped our, Pro: |

Deadline for purchaseby the: community of this !
nw last few aéres-of the Heritage Forést:i is is July 31

Toly T, 2002
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Wednesday, jay 10, 2002:-Preser ation Society has just three weeks to buy. last - _ OCEANSIDE .‘portion of Brown property forest in Qualicum BeachBy Shari Cammins_ The Star

-The clock. is ticking for theBrown Property: PreservationSociety in Qualicum Beach.For: six years. the volunteer.. group has fought and fundraisedto save:a 50-acre:parcel of forest,located'in the heart of Qualicum.Beach, from development. Thegroup has raised more than $1
million to.date,and has boughtall but-about five acrés of theproperty. The Society has untilJuly 31.to raise the remaining$320,000 needed to buy the lot, forwhich a development proposalhas been prepared. The Brownfamily, which owns the lot, hasextended the purchase deadlinefor the society several times, anda further extension is unlikely,said Society member KeithSmith. Asa result, the group ispushing hard to collect'as manydonations as possible. ;

The forest is a unique and spe-cial place; says Society presidentJack Wilson. “There’s a tran-

quility to this place that a lot.ofpeople mention,” he explains ashe walks quietly along one of the

_
> wide,’ park: Ynulch trail societyvoluriteers have installed fromthe Heritage Forest entrance on

East Crescent Road. “It’s sepa-rate from the world.”It does, in fact, fee] like anoth-
er world. The lot contains rem-nants of old growth forest, andthe average tree age on the lot isestimated at 400 years. The for-est is a mix of Douglas Fir, west-ern red cedar and Sitka Spruce,aspecies rarely found on the eastcoast of the island.Although. ‘it is bordered by
housing and the old Island High-way, the Heritage Forest isremarkably quiet. A fish-bearingstream runs through the prop-erty, which is home-to a widevariety of birds and. wildlife.Although it would be easy to saythey. have saved enough land
already, said Wilson, the final lot,along narrow strip on the westside of Hemsworth Road, isimportant for the health of the

entire property.

If preserved, the land wouldprovide an important weatherbuffer, protecting the rest of theforest from wind blow-down, said Wilson. It also provides excellentyear-round drainage, he said, pre-venting a sudden rush of waterinto the heritage forest.

If the Society does not purchasethe lot, the landowners have pre-

pared a plan to build:approxi-°mately two dozen homes alongHemsworth Road, between Sun-ningdale‘and Dogwood Roads.Wilson said they are optimisticabout meeting their ‘target, in.spite of the short time line: It isan investment-in the commuhi-ty’s future, he believes.
“Tt’s our own Stanley. Park,” he ,said. “Fifty years from nowthey'll say “weren’t we smart to. ©do this.”

Tf the society cannot raise the .full amount needed to purchase‘the remaining land, Wilson said _they can use whatever money israised to buy a portion of the lot.All donations. are. tax
deductible. Donations can besent to the Walker-Wilson LawOffices at 707 Primrose Street,
Qualicum Beach, V9K 2K1. For ©‘information, call 752-6951.
For decades the Heritage For-est was the private summer

ae The Star, BY

the Heritage Forest. The tree  was 390 years old, about the average ageof trees in the forest.

retreat of the Brown family. In1996 the family proposed to selland subdivide the land, prompt--ing the creation of the Preserva-tion Society:
One part of the land, where theold house is located, has beensold to Ron Coulsen, owner ofthe prestigious Crown Isle devel-

opment in Courtenay. He hasplans in place to develop a 56-unit.condo resort and four. guestrooms in the old Brown man-

sion. The development has beensubjected to several covenants,restricting visitors’ length ofstay and preserving the heritagecharacter of the buildings.



What will happen to the money when Brown bid fails? |
Wayne Hamilton,:-WEEKENDER July

5, and Mayor Westbroek, News July.9,

are facing off over allocation of town

funds. As usual, the town’s explana-

tion sounds reasonable. but does not-

stand up-to close scrutiny. : :

. , Phe donation of-yet more town (i.€.

our, we the taxpayers — all moneys

available. to. the municipality. come

directly or:indirectly from us) money

to the purchase of-the Brown Property

was,questioned from the gallery atthe _

June:10:council meeting: It was ques-

tioned ‘again at the open house; June

12, The strict wording of the 2000 ref- .

erendum to borrow and repay through

indicator of public opinion to be'con-

sidered. The overwhelming rejection

of town ‘financial: . involvement

expressed at an earlier public meeting -
was dismissed out-of hand.

It is my understanding that the con-

dition for the sale of thé last 7.5 acres

of the Brown Property is “all or-noth-

ing.” If the full purchase price cannot

be raised, there will be no partial sale.

Even with the town’s latest largéss,

there is a long way to go to achieve.

the’ almost half-million required:

When the deadline is reached and the

full amount has not :been-raised, what’

will happen to the:money collected?

of. council were. part of the “original

‘decision to unilaterally donate’ |

$500,000 ‘of town funds tothis pro-.,
ject. The-other two are- now also on")
side. ‘Concern -for.'thé. taxpayer. has”:

obviously. “béen- Jost ‘after .what

_ appeared: to be a guiding <policy ‘for -

this administration over. the-past cou- .

ple of. years." : 7

Mr. Hamilton. .is not: alone. in-his

dismay at this further contribution to

the bottomless pit’ of: the .Brown
Property Preservation Society, As Mr. '

Hamilton’ says, there. will be’ art el

tion later this year." 5
4 wo.

parcel taxes was given as the sole News LF,

deadline looms
“After. six, years -of fund: rais-
ing; the Brown Property -

Preservation. Society has

less than three: weeks left to

. Yaisé:enough money to. buy °
the:last portion: of heritage

forést in Qualicum Beach.



‘Deadline looms for j

forest, but society
well short of goal .
By TRICIA LESLIE
News Reporter 30,7, 2002 sub-division still, await the

Members of the Brown
Property Preservation

Society have been extra

busy through the month of
July, trying desperately to
raise more money in order

to buy 7.5 acres of forest

owned by the Brown fami-

ly. :
Valued at $460,000, the

society now has $169,000

in the bank — enough to

buy almost three acres —

but the final deadline set by ©

the Brown family is mid-

-night, July 31, leaving the

society $291,000 short of

its goal. .

Society president Jack

Wilson says he’s exploring

all options to come up'with

the-cash, but has been told,

through the Brown family’s

Realtor, that there will be

no:extchsions ‘past the July

31 cutoff. ;

- Wilson has been work-

ing since 1996, when the

Brown Property

Preservation Society was

formed, to save the 50-acre
forested :property, and ~ *

teamed up with the town of

Qualicum Beach in 1999 to

save 35 acres of the land,

“where 700-year-old trees.
still stand.

Now known as the

Qualicum Beach Heritage | -

Forest, the society fund-

raised $460,000 from the
community to save an addi- ~:

tional 7.5 acres earlier this

- why it’s extra important to

-_ edge of the forest haye-

year, but even though soci-

ety members have volun-
\

teeréd their. time to stand by -

a funds thermometer in

Qualicum Beach every day

throughout July to garner

community support, it has-

n’t been enough. .-

The 100 million Q-

Points Quality Foods cus-

tomers donated — $10,000

worth — was appreciated,

,_ -Walker and Wilson law

’ Offices, #2 - 707 Primrose

Wilson said, but plans for

remaining acreage,
“One option would’ be to:

borrow the money needed, -

and continue fund-raising to’ .

pay. it off,” Wilson said, but,

wouldn’t comment on-any

specific alternatives he’s

exploring. :
The acreage the society

is trying’to save borders:

Hemsworth Road in | °:

Qualicum Beach, whichis

preserve.the land, says

Wilson.

Because the trees at that

grown. up.accustomed.to

“harsh beatings from:south-

east winter winds, they’re

tough and used to the .
abuse. ~

Should trees at the

perimeter be felled, it will

almost definitely cause

large numbers of newly

exposed trees to come down

in the winter, Wilson

explained.

“Tt’s.a legacy to future

generations, to save some- .

thing that can’t be

replaced,” he said.“ "°° : a oo
“You want to be looked ; PRESI-

back’on as having’bad-fore- DENT ‘of the Brown »
-. sight.” Property. Preservation -

Donations can stiltbe.. | Society, - ‘wants . trees. ;
made, until midnight . . like: .-this -:700-year-old ;;

Wednesday, July 31, at the © behemoth: to.be saved: .
and preserved as’ part

- of the Qualicum Beach :

Heritage Forest.ofven Qualicum Beach.

-s



By By ADRIENNE MERCER | poe
| News -RupORTen’ ar nt 2002 -
A lastRet ‘ te--agreement Wednesday

rescued the Brown Pi fromthe chop;

oping:blockwuntil 20
a

r

i

“> We bought.:the: whole -

Property” Preservation’ Society: president
- Jack Wilson said jubilantly.

‘A: Wednesday. night. deadline with 4 the .
. Brown family required the society to‘come

up with $460,000 to buy the’ section-of for-

re ‘est, and ‘as of the beginning of: the week;

the group had $169,000. oa

_ “We. borrowed fiom the Royal Bank sit
iz in effect gives.us.a two-year extension until
+ Sept. <1)" “2004. to fund: raise,” Wilson
i explained. : S
“We're borrowing the mioney, we're giv
» Ing [the property]: ‘all-t6 the town... the-.
+. ‘town ‘has :to:agrée -with ‘the bank. cand: ‘the

society ‘that some. residential property,

i

r

'

. minimum: number: of residential lots, will:

be subdivided off and sold'to: repay the Joan
if it’s necessaty. [in. September 2004].”

-” Wilsén’said the society has established a

line « of .-credit: «somewhere — between

$250,000 and, $300,000”, and ‘is Tesponsi-:

ble for making payments to the bank." «.

“Te’s not allover,” he said of. the lengthy

~ fund-raising - drive. “We've. just “bought,

some time «we Wweren’ t.going to be gr:

ed.an extension [from the Brown family

— will continte-to-be supportive:

The Brown’ Property totals. 30% actes,

_ forest.

é given up on Weyerhaeuser,

‘He is confident the community -+ which.

has rallied to raise close 'to. $1 million; gince .

the push'to save: the property beganii in 1996 o
© Jaw. offices of Walker: and:Wilson, at-#2-.

This. “spring, Pp “an
sadditional.7.5.acres. with $460, (000: dn: com. \
tunity donations. : Ae

Former ‘society. president
who spearheaded” the presérvation: of the: .|

first 35: acres, biad not heard about the: line. /
of credit when: asked to. comment,

-“As-a society member I have not: been’
approached at all,” he said. “Tam unaware * |

of this ‘and T.cannot respond, ...I-ain sur

: that society members will be, informed ¢

‘this in ‘due.course.”

|

I.
. Thursday. “|

: i
1

extensions on the- option 16 bay the: enti

; “This initiative driyén by ‘the communi:
ty that-started: about six. years.ago -repre-

‘sents everything that’ is. good about ‘the
‘vision ‘and ‘thé: community: “spitit: of

Qualicum Beach,” ‘he: said :
” “T think the: society is going to be-a te" to

continue ‘to raisé:money. We’ still ‘haven't

ther doha= ]
tions.” c

Donations to- ‘the - Brown. Property
Preservation Society can:be- tiade, at. the.

707 Primrose Ayenuei in Qualicum} Beac! 4

(93
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Society borrows $250,000 to buy a 7.5 acre
-portion of Qualicum’s Brown Property
By Shari Cummins,

The Star Sta 3 q. 2B 2.
The Brown Property Preservation Society

has negotiated a deal to preserve the remain-
ing 7.5-acre portion of the Brown Property i in
Qualicum Beach:

But the deal is not a complete victory for the
' Society. “We’re not out of the woods yet,” ‘said
Society president Jack Wilson.

The Society had to borrow approximately
"$250, 000 to exercise its option to purchase the
land before the July 31 deadline set by the own-
er. They have two years to raise enough mon-

ey to pay off that loan. If they are: unable to.
raise the money, Wilson said, the Society has

agreed with the town of Qualicum Beach to
- subdivide enough parcels for development to
pay off the outstanding portion: -

“ “We've bought time, essentially,” said Wil-
son. Although it means.another-two years of

hard work for society members, Wilson
- believes it is worthwhile. “It means the com- -
munity is in control of what happens i in that
forest. ” *

* And although two: years is not a great deal of :
time to raise $250,000, the society: has proven’.
to be a formidable fund raiser. By collecting -

corporate donations‘and organizing

major events like a recent antiques

. fair and garden tour; the society has:
: - raised nearly $1 millioni in the'last six
years to. purchase and the: préséive

the 50-acre parcel of forest; which con-

tains rare tree species and many trees.
over 400 years old: The main entrance

to the forest, which is.criss-crossed

with | carefully,maintained trails, is ~
located on East. ‘Crescent Avenue
aeross from the Memorial golf-course. _

- Donations canbe sent to the Walk-

- er-Wilson Law Office at:707 Primrose .-

Street, Qualicum Beach, V9K 2K1. For’

information, call 752-6951, or check

, out www. qualicumnbeach. net/her-
i itage/Index. btm .
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fe TOWN OF QUALICUM BEACH
~~ NOTECE.

: Local Government Act, Section 185°
5 Take notice that the Council of the: Townof Qualicum: Beach .
intends ‘to provide assistarice, ‘in’ the. formof-a guarantee of “|

- fepayment -of -borrowing, to the Brown Property Preservation.

Society.

- The.Town proposes to enter an. aatbemeit with the Royal Bank of
Canada to guarantee the repayment of a:loan of $326,000.00 plus

interest, on of before October 1, 2004. Repayment of the loan‘wilt : ‘

| be-secured by:7.5 acres.of land:legally:described ‘as Lot 2, District
4} Lot 64; Newcastle’ Land: Distfiet,, Plan: VIP73423. the jand will be
i transferred. to the Town under: “a proposed trust agreement with.

ther. inf maton should: be. directed to th

Te » Reputy Corporate Administra
wie _ Town: of Qualicum:Be

dévéliper to protect the -natural-envi-
-*Fonment.; The covenant -also Téquires

pects to
Browi mansion,

sion will house a, restaurant, lounge, :
library, reception avea; concierge office 4
and sitting 1 rooms. se

me overall: : fan
he said.

the next few. years,”
‘ pects the Tesort: to be.
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Septembet. 2002 | QUALICUM TOTEM

: Brown Property.
ation Society announced

This was: achieved when. the.
Royal Bank agreed to. lend the

* Society $282, 900 for a-two-year
. period.

Society. president “Jack Wilson
said“funds -raising events will

_ begin immediately _ to, raise e the.
moriey:‘to: ‘pay off, the. |
Giant. Garage Sale is ; platine
Saturday, Sept..:28 at /:the

Commysity “Hall ‘in- Qualicum

jihued from Page i i
‘the'loan expires:

At‘the. end. of the, two-year

period “any, part of the loan still:

outstanding: - will be ‘repaid.

through the’sale of lots along the
‘Hemisworth Road border. of the

forest.

_| He noted’ that. it ‘has been a
long, hard strugglé — lasting over
six years’— to complete the pur-

chase. -Alinést $1 milion was
raised in the Community through

fund-raising events. In addition,

Beach Heritage F orest had been
purchased. What an amazing,
accomplishment.’

brate has not yet-arrived. It took a

: acres. The Society. now has two

years to: pay it off.

With all, the -awareness and

ly ‘and elsewhere i in BC. it’s
to imagine the Society. fail-

ing. to come up with another quar-

fer million 'dollars. Victory Seems

- within its grasp.

“However, they still need find-
raising ideas. and volunteers: to

organize, yarious events. Anyone.

: whip can help is'-asked_ to call

Sosiety, president Jack Wilson at
752-6951.

Unfortunatel: Y, the time to cele-

loan’ of $282, 500 from.the Royal’ .

Bank to. secure. the, “final five,

will: that has been generated i

ect. .

He'.expressed | his sincere

thanks. to all those. who . con-

tributed’ to the campaign, both as.

volunteers:and .as. donors. ‘The :
: Pope. at 752+ 3642: or Tyna”generosity,of so many people fias

- beén extraordinary and heart-
warming. , . .f

He noted. that realtor Tan’,

Lindsay provided his, expertise at.

no Cost in negotiating the original “?

option to purchase agreement.and

obtaining. several extensions. He ©

"Giant Garage Sale kicks off next phase of campaign
the. Town. of Qualicum Beach ;

contributed $560;000 to the Proj- =

also. thanked; théeBrown Fainily

for. being ;s0 encouraging” and.

accommodating. : :

The: , Giant "Garage. Sale.
requires it to, sell (no cloth. f
ing). If you: have something” ti
contribute <<all Anc

Tomlirison at: 752-7328.

wishing to‘make a “cash donation”
canido so at Walker ‘& "Wilson !

Law “Office, 2-707. “Prinirose: | |

Street, Qualicum::Beach, : B: (on
V9K 2K. - Call 752-6951;



perty. is. an insult
: far-as finan- ;

for residents.

“On July: 31, the society

property: to p-make up the dif-
.. ferenice:-

While | she ‘has. great
respect: for. the: »Brown

-Property::" “Preservation

* Society and the .many: resi-

«dents who donated money to

rest; Brouilette

“not

= and Brown loan not so sweet a deal

we property]: Tf they wanted the
“Signing “a guarantee for
$300,000: seems: pretty. seri-
‘ous tome.”

On: Wednesday, she said
she is worried. about what

will. happen ‘if the society -

cannot repay the bank in-full

by September 2004.

. “Somebody ‘has ‘to “pay

this debt..If your parent co-:

: signed for you on ‘a loan and
you ‘inoved to Europe, they
‘are responsible. If the Royal

Bank has: lent ‘the-money to

L the society -thenthat should. :
- be ‘the ‘deal. Iti should: be

between the society and the:

Royal-Bank”” “> =

Broailette also” questions
a ‘decision of council tobuy:

5,000 -Squate mheties. of the
. final section of forest with

money. ftom’ the: sale‘ of- a

$81,000 Pal Drive lot
($76,000 net): * -

“= “T feel like the town has
done this* -béehirid closed |
doors,” she said. :

“The town put

money into. the society’s
hands :., that ig not: what the

public has said [it wants]:

They’ said no’ more tax -dol-

lars [toward * the Brown

that--:

here, $100,000 : there, they.
“would have said that.”

Mayor Teunis Westbroek

good for the town, and tax-
payers will not shoulder any

farther financial responsibil- -

ity for the property.

- -"There. is noTM-borrowing; |

- ‘there is ‘no-risk,’ he said:T° i

réspéctMary’s opinion: but I

don’t agree’ with it”.”

Westbroek said -money.

the. town. gains- by. ‘selling

land can only be*put into the.

purchase of’ other-lands;‘and -

~ “buying part of the Brown

Property shows’ council's.

commitment «to Preserving,

green space:

He explained i ina ‘worst-.
case scenario, if the’ society

does ‘not.’ raisé any’ ‘more

money and land values drop,

the town will not have't6 sell

back : thé “5,000 ‘square.

metres.

“It’s not encumbered, ,” he

said.

»-The mayor added’ in: the
current market, ‘the: town

would have to-séll back: the
equivalent o of six lots if the

maintains. the agreement is

: uch 4) d cision! Be

Society: Jack
Wilson “repayment
“should “not 2be.an’-issu aS |

the group has every int

“town putting in”$100;000..°:

only. two. ‘scenarios.
the..-town:- would’ hav

repay « outstafiding debt. in
2004. One would: occur if ‘a.-

cer: acts: “indepen
council, said sRodw

Rodway said neither situ:
<ation: is likely: ‘to: happen,
‘becaiise | both 80:

-Bayets: ‘ Foe
““Phat’ would go-against |

thé referendum, and “that,

"SE think-z “any council: that’. |
went. against the referendum -

on-tax dollats would be ask-

ing for trouble." °°,
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- they don’t want any. more municipal dollars going

. per, essentially co- -signed a loair'to-a group: that has not

VIEWPO
A certain risk “

here’s something 4 fit plexing a about
Qualicum’ Beach colincil’s decision to sign off
on: a. $300;000: line of credit for the Brown

Property Preservation Society.

“Now don’t get me wrong —=T think it’s -

admirable.that:a. community. group: wants to preserve -

greenspace. In fact I’m all for it. I-even think municipal

government has-a role to-play.in making it happen. But

taxpayers:in- Qualicum Beach have: made it crystal. clear

toward this:particular section'of greenspace.

And yet, Qualicum Beach council, with nary-a whim:

“been able to reach its targets on its

own: This despite the result of 4
June:2000 referendium-whi chtold”
local politicians that. taxpayers |
opposed ‘municipal borrowing to.

fund the purchase. of the remainder

of the ‘property.

At base, that is exactly what: ‘has
happened: - ~~ - - |

: “True, countil is not officially oni
-'Tom MacDougall - the hook, to the best-of our. knowl-
—_—__———— edge, should the BPPS be unable to
raise sufficient funds to cover the credit line. Jt has the ©

- option to sell off. as many: parcels as.required: to. make up:

any shortfall. Given.that the Heritage Forest is prime

real estate, odds are good any sale would-be speedy; but -*
a quick.sale — or any sale for. that matter. — ‘is nota
given.

Markets change and the B. C, ‘economy is nothing if*
not in continual flux: Sure, two. years from-now: the:

sticker pticé might be the same, but the buying power of”

thé public could well be:in the crapper.

It’s a real risk, one-Qualicum Beach taxpayers “could
have to face. Reassurances from’ Preservation Society~’.

president Jack Wilson that-he is “optimistic” the society

can raise the required money. within the two-year win?

dow ring somewhat hollow. After all; we’re not talking*

aboiit a group that has particularly excelled i in:fundrais-:-.;
ing in'recent years. They had-to go back 'to.the- Brown’. |

family repeatedly, seeking extension after exteiision, to.

secure what propérty.they had before the loan’ was

granted. Funds never camie in“quickly enough to meé

those deadlines: It’s like trying-to make mortgage pay-

ments from-a permanently- maxed overdraft and going to

the bank asking them to give you more time or incréase:

thar overdraft. This loan is.a direct result. of an inability
to raise required funds in a timely manner, something Ie
don’t see changing in the immediate future. :

My hope i is that the Brown Property Preservation i
Society is going to prove'me. wrong. Personally, I want

this to succeed: I want Jack Wilson to come into the
office with the final cheque to. put: them over the.
$300,000 mack: and wave it in my face.

And I want him to do it before the town has’ ‘to try

and find a new buyer for some-of that land.



tée members have

been working

steadily for the past

raising event to keep ‘the
Brown property green.

On Saturday, Sept. 28

from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. in

the Old Community Hall-on

Memorial Avenue - in

Qualicum Beach the results

of their efforts will be open’

to all. The. proceeds: from

this giant, indoor, very up-

scale garage sale will go to

“the © Brown Property

Preservation Society to help

preserve Qualicum’s unique

old growth forest.

There are garage sales ;

and garage sales, but on

Sept.r 28 you will see the

garage sale of the year.

Qualicum Beach and the

Oceanside community have

_ been amazingly generous in’

‘their contributions to the

Brown Property cause.° ~

Thousands of individuals

have made cash donations

from $2 to $10 000;. anony-

mous donors have con-.”

tributed more tens of thou-

sands; entire estates have

been willed to the forest; on

two - occasions ~.shoppers

have been- able to donate

their QF points; people have

donated exquisite items for

auction; donations - have

flown in from as far away as

Nova Scotia and California.
Obviously, this is°a cause

many people believe in.-

While cash is always

appreciated, in whatever

amount, this garage sale

gives-people the opportunity

to participate in-preserving .

the Heritage Forest “by

donating quality articles to

the sale and by shopping '

there to find valuable arti-

cles they want. .

To date there are wonder-

ful surprises just waiting to

go-on display in the Old

Community . Hall. Conjure

_up some of your secret

desires thén come look for

them on Saturday.

six weeks on a fund- -

ill help the Brown Property
Preservation Society pay off the he loan they thok to o buy th rema

| Hammond organ,’ e:
equipment, wicker furni

ture, and even a hand-craft-

, ed cedar.dinghywith over R
500 ‘hours of: work in. the
trim hull perched: on its own

trailer. ,

“A ‘special season ‘is not!

too far away, so. thitik pet-

tery, dishes, Christmas trees;
ormaments, and: ‘lights. Are!

skis or golf clubs d clubs on your of,
a dear onefs wish list? T.hese

are just a few of the d lights’
awaiting shoppers’. .atten-

tion:-Don’t ntiss them.

Another new twist to this

sale will be “donations of

| original: art from -people’s

own collections, and -some

fine art pieces available in a |

' silent auction. If all this |.

largesse. is overwhelming,

sale visitors can take a-break-

erijoying refreshments pro-

vided with the. generous

support of Qualicum Foods

-and Lefty’s.. Thus fortified,

they can continue : their j

i browsing till just-. the right |

1es ‘their

The’: Brown “1 “Property
Preservation. Sociéiy:is' a

registered charitable society

formed in 1996 with the'sole

objective of preserving.a50-

acre old growth: forest

known as the Brown.

Property,: The land. so pre-

served will be available to

the public and dedicated to

: “Until recently, all bu
acres of, the forest ha

‘poses. Now, shea from: the:
‘oyal Bank has enabled’ the

society to purchase the finial
five acres: The society’ Stew

job,: therefore, is to-raise-thé
‘Money -to-pay off ‘the: loan, |:
and this.is where’ the: garage

sale: gives: people:an oppor-
tunity to hélp while acquir- ft

“ing -things th

: mation,, the Preservation Property;
“) Society has never ‘been.idle Presérvation” society, ‘Sée

you ‘at the Barage sale: =
Sem. 28... ;jects, was the Tréemometer :

at the .cbiner. of Second ‘and

wareness of the..forest’svalue and: results: of Af
to date i in. savin;

- ty.
“Twice: in the suinimer of! !

j 2000 and 2002, local: hoi zi

|. owners.-opened. their hom

and gardens for.tours.by the:

000: An Antiques
‘ Show

7a thousand péople
and: generated over $10,000: :

Some “40. people donated

» NANCY WHELAN : |

items for auction’ and hua
dreds of people attended’ a
benefit concert and auction
to raise more funds.

the appreciation and enjoy- -

ment of nature.
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“News! “(10,2603 _

A certain |
amount.

of cheek

‘inQB-
council

decision - |
” . The editorial (“A certain
risk,” THE WEEKENDER, —

Sept. 20) undoubtedly

expressed the feelings of. ~

. Maany residents of =>”

. Qualicum Beach.

Aside ‘from the financial ;
tisk:involved, with thé '

_ expense of -a-referendum of !
questionable nécessity

behind ts, and a clear out-

_ come. opposed to any fir-

thei involvement, what

would encourage the coun-
cil to take‘an ‘action in

direct opposition to the

majority views by revisit-: °
' ing. this particular, matter? .

-An addition: to oA. ws
Certain Risk” this ‘would:
also appear tovexemplify -

The desirability of |...

acquiring the Brown ~~";

Property is, to say the

least; ‘of varying degrees

of importance to the public
and open to different ‘opin- "|

ions. That the issue itself. |
has been ‘divisive to the.

community has, however, -.

been-far clearer. . - vd

|

|

Fund- raising record actually pretty good
News" 4p, 200I feel comipelled to wp respond to your editorial in the Sept.

20 edition of the News WEEKENDER regarding ‘Qualicum

Beach council’s' dedision to “guarantee”a loan to the __

Brown Property Preservation Society: Council. did not.

essentially co-sign a loan as you infer in your editorial; and
this decision‘is-not contrary. to the 2000 referendum, as’ ihe
colincil isnot borrowing, money. !

The society bought an extension to raise: funds,-and the *
community is now in‘a position to control wliatever. dev
opment might have to occur, and thus. rninimize the impact:

‘on-the natural habitat of the Heritage Forest.

”_: The Town had, to be.involved in the loan. to the éoéiety.
as:the ‘Town ‘obtained ownership of the land. that is the sub-
ject of the loan: The security for ‘the loan-is the potential:

sale of residential lots, if all of the Joan cannot be. paid for

/. ardy evén if property values fall.

~ will'be from the result of'thousands of. hours of ongoing:
efforts ‘by unpaid volunteers and the accumulation of small”

: donations: - ee “ : .

_part of thie. counéil

. Jack McNeil,
“Qualicum, Beach |

in two years, theréfore the Town, as owner, has tobe
involved. In-our opinion.no taxpayer dollars are, in Jeop-

Tam sorry that ‘the society’s fund. -raising | track record .
"does not meet your standards, however, our’fund =faising :

campaign fias totalled over $992,000 to date. which, in my:
mind,'is an extraordinary achievement for such a’smnall.

~ ‘community: ?

We-do not aiticipate being able to wave a $300, 600 |
cheque in. your face as the money we raise ini the future

AL Sharp
Treasurer, Brown Property Preservation Society .
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NOt. a’ pioneer, I have! Ni
ege:to have lived'i in ‘ legacy Lor’! ty:

‘the-most-money.from the com- J find it: regrettable: that those who:
ty,;has:been the: preservation ‘of. _“~do not: -share:this. vision ¢an not-find-.

th Heritage Forest. As.a member of | - © the (olerance:to forego criticism of:
C ouncil that purchased the golf : both Town-and community SUPPORTERS::

se, over 1,000 feet of-waterfront’.: My. hope i is that the: ‘Fown of ° A
f considerable. gieen space and A

helped draw up-the ofiginal”

‘Community Plan, I commend. the.

=, Brown property committee and those
who have-supported them, T-sharé::

their beliefs that.in, the’ future’ the
tthur:N: ‘Skipsey:
‘Qualicum Beach; ;

9, 000 with garage sale* OceansideFor thé Star ©...” 2 1. re on Society is to meet the Sept. 1, “p008°
: “Members and. volunteérs’ of -the: deadline to pay back the loan. They.
‘Brown Property Preservation Sock’ can: be left. at: Walker- Wilson Law
_sty:have. done:a-final tally of the offices. on ‘Primrose Street in
inoney. genérated:-at, the ‘Sept, 28. Qualicum Beach.
gigantic. fund: -faising® garage salei ies

Qualic C 5

final 45 acres of the Heritage |
est of Qualicum: Beach...” :*..

The Society’ is fortunate to ‘have

l President J rack Wilson
points out: that. tax- deductible dona: -
27aw~A 2oOBerein 4aBE=eB&&&= BP
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ia.io.as"
Preservation Society _

_FortheStar - -

Along with the usual review of . past year's activities
and election of a new Board of Directors, the Thursday, |
Oct. 24 annual general meeting (7:30 p.m.) of the Brown
Property Preservation Society in Qualicum Beach's Civic
Semre will unveil new fund-raising ideas for the months

ead. . : o
The Society has until September 1, 2004, to pay. off the :

$275,000 loan recently taken-out to purchase the:last 4
1/2 acres. of the Heritage Forest. A group Oo
members, led by. Andy and Gisela Pope, :wererésponsi-
ble for the success of the:recent huge garage'sale that
netted the Society over $9,000. ES

holding AGM Oct. 24

ety

y of out-of-print art, by artists such”:
‘ew Kish; Bruce Mier, John Hiebert and >
cquard, will be on sale for a consider: '

) count. Ca lat oa
_ -HalJdones, who owned Northern Images Pub- . § - = oe
Tis as donated 25 different prints, which °°: 5 : me 7 N |

Hout of print for at least 12 years.’ paul Ryniak ‘points ‘to the-stamp he created’umber: of. each:print. * Wi ‘ ,

“But, J have included a train by Max Jacquard Soine-of ’ these limited editio
ircraft by' Thomas Wall.” .-hand

ostly nature scenes,” says Jones...

_ tagged at$145.40. Others valued at

“.-value-of over $1,000, but for this sale-will be.

~- Rach

___ Which.comes with every print:

prints Haw a

will be shrink wrapped,
$50 will sell for $15. | . ‘include a certificate of authenticity,“
“~The profits from this sale will go: an introduction of the artist and a 2
the Brown-Preperty Heritage Soci- commemorative stamp. of the Her-

j-ety to assist iftthe final purchase of

i the Heritage Forest, a-50-acre old-”
growth forest known for many years

as the Brown Property; located five:
‘minutes trom downtown Qualicum.
:. ‘The Society has raised $1.54 million

during: the Jast. six years, but it still -

needs $270,000 to finish paying the

bank loan, which must:be.repaid:by:
‘Sept: 1,2004.°° 7 :

“L believe this project is-so impor-:

tant,” says Jones. “This is an excel-
- lent opportunity for people to help:
and get a something special: for
themselves too.” coe rae

“one,” says Jones.

itage Forest. 288 Seat,
The stamp was created by local res-

“ident-Paul Ryniak.” 2) 20S:
- “dones'would like to stress thatthe

sale willnat be.sold out and people

thust ‘not worry if they miss the
“opening ‘day. Over the three weéks;

more prints-will continue to hit the‘:

floor as others.sell.”

~. “There will something for every. -

“So come. out, enjoy the art show;
take home a great-piece of work and
support the Brown Property Preser-.

> : vation Society. - ~ a



By Tom MacDOUGALL- Fe
News REPORTER x ul, 2002

It’s sucha good ‘deal, it
could almost be~ ‘called: art
theft. F

And it’s all ‘for a good
“cause, :

For the next few weeks,

Carriage Lane in Qualicum

Beach will be hosting a sale

of limited edition prints pro-

duced by artists the likes of

Andrew’ Kish, John Hiebert

and "Thomas Wall.

The prints. will be matted

and shrink~ ‘wrapped, and

include “a “commemotative ~

stamp, madeé from a photo-

’ graph of thé-Heritage Forest

taken by photographer Paul _

Ryniak.

- Best of all, ‘these prints, .
some of which retail for

more than $1,000, will actu-

ally be affordable. Rather

than being sold at-list price,

or even at original issue

' price, the. prints — donated

by Hal Jones, who previous- «

ly owned Northern Images

Publishing Ltd. — will go -

for one-half issue price,

cougar (estimated $1200.
fetail) can be found for less.

than $300.

All the proceeds of the
sales go directly to ‘the

Brown Property .

Preservation Society. ~S

“We see nothing but good

‘coming out of ‘this,’ said

Brown Property

Preservation Society mem-

Art sale pays off for |
Brown Property

Preservation Society.
The Star 20.1, 2002)- By Genevre Poirier

The Star

to announice that its current fund- -raising project has
raised close to $6,000-and it isn’t over yet. -
For the past 11 days, the Society has been hosting an

art sale and area residents have been j jumping atthe. | -
chance to purchase Himited edition art at an excellent
price.

Each. matted. image ; comes
with - a... certificate:..from

Qualicum .Arfs and. Crafts

offering 10° per cent ‘Off the

cost of framing. The ‘shop

an art dealer from Nanaimo-and one from Parksville -

2 and Max Jacquard, are on sale for a considerable dis-

. Heritage Society- -toassist in the final purchase of the-..

. It’s been going great,” says Hal Jones. “We event had

come down and buy a few prints. .

“That gives credit to the great value.” we S

“Jones, who used to. own Northern: Images Publishing. ‘
‘ donated 25 different prints, each of which-have been :

out of print for at least 12 years. There 1 is number. of.
‘each print. . - ,

~ «We still have good selection, ” adds Jones. “‘Theré is.
: ‘stilltime for people to come and check it out. an val

The sale runs until November 26 at 177 West 2nd-.
: “Averiue in Qualicum. A-variety of out- of-print art, by

The Brown Property Preservation Society is pleased: : = arts such as Andrew Kiss, Bruce Muir, John Heibert, -

count, Somechave.a value of $1,000, but are on sale-for:.

$145.50. Bruce Muir's “Whales” has been a popular ., ,
piece, along with 4 Andrew Kiss’ “Subtle Power Cougar.”
The profits fretfi this sale go to the Brown Property

Heritage Forest, a five acre old-growth forest knos

for many years as the Brown Property, located fiver
utes from downtown Qualicum.
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“CASUAL WEAR”
Only a few days left to: support the
Brown Property by purchasing

Fine Canadian Wildlife Art at Fantastic

177 West Second ‘Ave. Qualicum Beach ‘Parking in Back

price. ; ;RTER 46. Kl (200 2 For the last few weeks, the; ociety
has been. selling the prints ‘not fee

~ gallery price; or-even at edition.t price,
- but at-one-half édition’ ice That
means. collectors: have been: able’ to

- Each image-co ‘comes maited and
shrink: “wrapped, and “indludes'a
. tificatToday i is your last chance to take *.

“part in apart robbery. :
ee But-you won't be stealing from a -.

‘gallery, or even face the risk ‘of arrest. -“ buy near sold-out prints ‘from artists
Anstead; you'll be lending a help- like Andrew-Kiss, John Hiebert and”

ing hand-to the fundraising campaign -Thomas Wall, to name a few, for les:
wn Property Preservation... than $200.

ile securing yourself.a
C ton ied edition print at'a steal of a.
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Qualicum & Heritage

Forest

Help © 1:3.millig ept. 1,-2004
save . L :

the S17
. dast. .-

acres. |

of the

50 acre’

forest! .

bee

This Say

feductible Christmas “

donations to PLEASE

Walker & Wilson make a

Law Offices donation) aa

$0 era, ‘97,,Club $500 began |!

se Stheve tau seach, 752-6951 »at 707 Prit

"Toten Deceimbar 2002...

’ QUALICUM BEACH’S NEW ‘town ‘council was’s
Monday night.. Representing the town, from left,-a

Wilson, Barry Avis, Mayor Teunis Westbroek, Sc |
and Anton Kruyt. Lower left; now-retired: counc ott.
Rodway looks at his parting gift —-a collage: of :
the town taken during his term. Td MacD

“News * 6.72.9003-
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News 22.2003

Brown Property _

Preservation Society |
needs new ideas for.

fund raising efforts.
‘For the Star
The Brown Property Preservation, Society is looking

for new fund-raising ideas. The Society is actively fund:
raising to bring down the $285,000 loan taken-out in mid-
August of 2002 to purchase the last few acres of the Her-
itage Forest in the Qualicum Beach area. Almost $40; 000
has been raised

in the five months since then, but there is-still.a long
ways. to go. Everyone. is invited to attend. a: -Special
fundraising idea session at the Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre on Thursday, February Gat 7:30pm. Everyone is
welcome at this session.

’ They know there‘are alot of Heritage Forest support: i
.. ers out-there who don’t necessarily carry a BPPS:mem- !
bership card and’ many of them have good ideas about|
how to taise the final funding dollars “to get the, Job,
done.”i

” © News’ 1,003

“Unfortunately, s someone. "away “scheduled for the

long Way.

“vEveryon

zens are, with sacri-

: fice, ‘gradually filling the

rééreational land for

0: enjoy, to attract

Sts; -and to be a her-

“jtagé:for future generations.

else is quietly emptying‘ the

same pot.

The provincial govern-

ment is selling. public

recreation Crown land in

this aréa as fast as it can,;

such as Crown land in

.. Nanoose Bay already up

for salé-on Stewart Road,

and a Crown land commu-: -

nity park two kilometres.”

samé treatment:

:. We generously donate

. moréy.from our own pock-
ets to. buy private land for

_“ public: recreation, while the

government sells:other pub- ;

: . Jic-tecreational land and..-..

keeps the money: Just. how

low ‘can.a ‘premier stoop? .:.-.

“Maybe one or two more
recall ‘campaigns will get’
this atieiition: ~~

l <Esle Smith

| , Nanoose Bay

. Heritage Forest budget ats

“. By Emily.dé Candole
5 Years'Ago

Qualicum Totem, 1997

‘Brown Estate- - Waiting t be
Saved |

was.formed in anticipation. of the
* sale.’ The campaign. was,off and
running this month. ‘when about
500 people attended a meeting to

+ Couneil «was. advised’ of. the ,
'_bixdget for proposed projects works
“for the Heritage Forest. Boardwalk

: construction, $15 per ft, Ground

‘Maintenance, $6,500 per.year, 2

“kiosks and park signage; $5,000,

stable roof replacement, $8,000 and

* '¥,000, Oregon grape, $3,750; “Grant
nioriies’ are expected. to.cover the

various projects.
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our tables of

brainstorming

people resulted

in eight flip

charts of ideas

last night at the Qualicum

Beach Civic Centre.

Members and guests at this

planning session of the

Brown Property

Preservation Society were

united in wracking their

brains for ways to raise

funds to pay off the mort-

gage on the last section of

the Qualicum Beach

Heritage Forest.

Every idea from a row

of carrots to a display of

the world’s largest mural

joined the lists. Most

sought after were fundrais-

ers that could be put into

action in the near future to

pay down the mortgage,

but other ideas to raise

money in the long term

were gratefully accepted as

well.

Even the woodpeckers

got into the act. Local pho-

tographers have been

shooting dozens of impres-

sive. photographs of the

unique aspects and awe-

some views of the Heritage

Forest. Many of these pho-

tos have been chosen for

note cards and enlarge-

ments and can be found for

sale at various events. The

: Heritage Forest is not just

about trees and plants,

- - Commentary

A flyin’ pile @ as a mascot, perhans?

tree when walking through

a quiet forest. In the undis-

turbed woods of the

Heritage Forest, one is

often lucky enough to

observe the birds perform-

ing. .
The pileated woodpeck-

er may be from 14 to 18

inches Jong and undulates

through the trees with its

white wing linings flashing

beneath a black back. The

bird’s head and neck dis-

play its most spectacular

plumage, White feathers

Tun up each side of its

neck, along the cheeks,

under the chin, and streak

back from the golden eye

like a plume. Crowning

this royal head is a superb,

swept-back red crest, giv-

ing the bird its namé. The

male ‘pillie’ also-has a réd

streak running from the

base of its beak back to the.

much attention, it is.muted’ ©

with a brownish patch on
her-forehead.-

Tf I had any say in it, I

would proclaim the pileat-

ed woodpecker the mascot

of the Qualicum Heritage

Forest.

I would give ‘pillie’ this

honor not solely for its

flair and dashing appear-

ance and its haunting

wood-chopping melody,

but for its lifestyle, its

modus operandi, and for its

choice of habitat — the.

mature forest.

Let’s think about ‘pil-

lie’s’ habits. It lives and

- shops in heavy, old growth

forest..Sometimes this: mar

vel of nature’s handiwork

comes into the outskirts of -:

quiet towns if large,-old*

forests are close by. *

Piléated woodpeckers love

to eat ants, especially car-

penter ants which are‘not

favored by we owners..of

wooden: houses.. Upon

investigation, the stomach

of one hapless pileated was

found to contain 2,500

ants, (Cancel that call to

the exterminators, Mike!)

And while ‘pillie? does en-*

joy wild fruits and berries,

like a good visitor it rarely

raids Cultivated fruits,

(and destroyers of trees),

the woodpecker has been

_ woodpeckers with them? H

. thing big — a mascot for:.

' With its taste for-aiits all the thredténed tiles, old
and other insect residénts

pth this:

This bit'o f information cer:
tainly gave me pause.) ° fy

Throughout.B:C. and '

other areas of Canada, the

spruce beetle has been the ';

cause, directly-and indi-

rectly, for the falling and

felling of millions. of:

sprucé and other conifer-

ous trees. When the beetle

is spotted, the fallers.go to |

"~.work, ostensibly: te destroy ®
the host trees and thus the

beetle. Forgive me! if I

sometimes let my skepti-

cism get the better. of me

and wonder whether the

beetle is an excuse: to log,
log, log: : i I

Too, are the spruce bee: 4
tle and other insect infesta-

tions a’signal that too -~

many mature forests are

disappearing —-and the:. -

Fewer mature forests; :

fewer woodpeckers. Fewér

-- beetle predators, more‘bee- |

tles; more. treés fall prey. ;

When one considers: that. |

the pileated woodpecker,

and many-of its.cousins, . {

range from-coast to coast:.. |
across the forested (or oncé |
s0):areas. of North : I
‘America, couldn’t our very |!

own Heritage Forest mas-

cot be the start of:some-

and new, across the conti-
nent? Let’s think about ne

neck; on the female this

streak is white, and less

her red chapeau attract too

given credit for clearing up

vast concentrations of

spruce beetles in Idaho.

f

though, and some of its

more colorful characters.

have been hamming it up. °
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OCEANSIDE The Star: B9raise. money’ for the HeritageForest.“The Brown Property Preser-vation Society.is holding-a Con-A\& ; : J me. es.of. the Heritage Forest.them and ai -the samietime help“||| everything when it.comes teelectrical tools.and supplies:andgarden tools,” says:Brown Prop-erty Preservation Society: Pres-Centre and the Community

Qualicum Beach Civic. ”

Hall,

exempt the:society from °

* havinig-to pay-rental”

charges:at-both the - As ‘well,. local lumber andhardware ‘dealers’: ‘havé iires used tools and. construction material~ ident: Keith Smith. “We-will also_ wélcome. used limber and oth-er items that'arei in good condi-tion.” a ety’ is fine- ‘tuning: its fund:rais--ing-efforts.::°About $240, 900 must: be raised“Dy: September 1, '2004;-to pay offthe bank loan.to ensure that theentire 50 acrés’of the: HeritageForest:‘belongs to everyone inthe community. 3":The sale will be held i in ‘the - Qualicum. Beach CommunityHall from 8 a.m. ‘to 2 p.m. April12.Society volunteers will pick up_and store items prior to sale date ©* (call Pete Tomlinson at'752 7328)and Paul Ryniak is looking forvolunteers. Call Paul at 752-9830.



RS

ation SPreserv:

M Brown Property

at
: ‘LEFT: Brown Property — || Preservation Society .president Keith Smith :shows offa.wood ~chipper that sold for$1 00.TOP: Qualicum Beachresident Phil Bridgmanlooks over a variety of- electric motors.‘a

Tsar LESLIE PHOTOS



Rt _-Money needed to buy forest
Dear:Editor:

If :you-take a stroll in any. y neigh-
bourhood in Qualicum Beach, you
will witness the ongoing demise of
tall.coniférous trees that have, for
decades, provided habitat for
wildlife‘and solace for humans: As
the lives of these trees are ended by
chainsaws in the interest of devel-°

opment, something is lost from our

community - something that attract-

forest invokes apprecidt .
small group who had theforesight

‘several years.ago to injtiate ayplan

to save these old growt §

legacy for future generations.
The Brown Property Preservatic

Society still needs help to play. i
bank loan to save.the remaining
three acres of the 50-acre Heritage
Forest. Tax receipts.are available

for donations: Help i is always need:
ed many of us to choose Qualicum . ed for fund: raising events. |
Beach as our home. For more information, give Presi-”
With every year :that passes,.the dent. Keith Smith a all a 82. 8135.

Heritage Forest.in the centre of . :
7 Qualicum-becomes more signifi-

cant, Awalk icalong the trails inthe

"TOM MACDOUGALL Pat
‘om MacDOUGALL society will be. approxi-
REPORTER 24 5: 2003 mately .$180;000

: ‘when the loan come:

“Fitee ‘fiionths and “The bottom «line “is,
-. counting that’s all-thé. ‘we've. got a long way" to-<

.-.. time: Jeft-on a quarter-mil-- go,” -said- BPPS: president
ign plus loan taken by-the Keith Smith: Wednesday. vy

Property. . “When you: put cup.

on. Society and — against the-massive amount:
secured” by the town “of we still owe; it can get dis: ors: dindicatedTM ‘selling ' off ~
udlicum Beach. couraging — but these peo- "portions “of” the “property 4

he Society borrowed. ple don’t discourage easi- Anight be an option. :
‘$282,922 from the Royal ly.” E 2. *'To date though, ‘council’, 4Bank last.-summer, just: as «While supporters have- has not discussed: the: ‘futute 1_ the’ final’ option on the continued to.come forward. of the property. eee

.. Ttemaining-7.5 acres of the with fundraising ideas, and - Nor. i
“Brown Property forest was ” with: funds: of ‘theitTM owh,..:

_”, about to expire. The town other monies’ have been | ~
ne was’ Tequired to. add its .coming at.a slower trickle, that there was-in the past,” |

: to. the loan to guaran- . “The toughest thing, for’ said: Coun. Scott Tanher, :
é ” “Tépayment by-. me, is when; you aré actual. :

Septémber 2004. : ly saving tees, “it is a lot
ince then, the BPPS has _ easier sell than paying off

tléd .away at its out- bank -loan;’-‘said. Smith.

‘AS’ part of quaranteeitig a
‘the Toan; past’ town council.

“T don’t sée the: pressure

Ef needed,
: ‘As has alivays been the -

* in the nine months ‘énding” tougher.” :
lay 15, At this pace, . the ” _ The reality, ‘though; is



’ yah

‘Heritage Forest signs

-Council supported a motion by Councilor Jack Wilson to waive the |
$50 per sign. mounting ‘and installation fee normally, “charged by the}
Town fora project to éréct sixnew information signs in.the Heritage

7 Forest. A $1, 500 ‘grant ‘from the’ Parksville-Qualicum Comininity
Foundation is | is being used to o have: the e signs made commercially. el

QB Totem: 2003 7 Futy. ~

There will be a labyrinth, music,

games and. more at Brown part
“For the Star © o duly: ae’ O03°.. ey Brown Family mansion’on August 17. They ai

it “A Day‘at the Brown Mansion” and: it-pr

a fainily-fun event. “ 7

oe Hee Society, has a Senember Ist; 2

- est of “Qualicum Beach, Ever since the ‘Sodiet
{formed i in. 1996 it has had asits main in objept

i verall: goal'is. to. develop:-a func onal
faseiciate, Spe ifically designed to-prevent degrada

| many. other activities, ©. ¢ uO
“Tie August.17 event, running from: .ari-unitil'7 pm,

_ willincludetours.of the:Heritage Forest, .mansiot :

“poctis croquetand tennis, a labyrinth, ‘music;
:-times.tea‘and fashion: show abd. other: fun: activities.”
| Admission is $5 t. ebay.



Ab

. Shore ‘than a million ‘dollars the town
‘Qualicum Beach $700, 000. : : 7

‘am until: 7 pri. will include ‘tours. of ‘the
Heritage, Forest, mansion‘ -tours, sbocci;cro-

Spend a day. at the
Brown. mansion —
News Browns se proberty Preservation

Society will kick off ‘its Jast.12- months of
fond:raising.on August 17 with a party at the
old Brown: family mansion:on East Crescent.
Avenue i in Qualicum Beach:

“They are calling it A-Day at the Brown ‘
Mansion and it Promises to be a family-fun
event.

~The Society: has a ‘September T 2904"!
deadline to .repay- the: $280,000 loan(cur-..

~ rently:$240;000) taken ‘out. last fall-t buy.
the last:four acres of the Heritage F
Qualicum Beach. . Since” ‘the * society

Douglas. Fir forest: The society has

The “August’:17 event, Tanning: fro

quet and tennis, a labyrinth; music, ‘aft, an
old-times :tea’ and fashion--show-and other:
“fun activities: Admission is $5:at the door.”

. For more inforniation, call 752 8135; °°! :

In the mansion andon the grounds.
anumber of well knownartists will
be painting and-sculpting. There will

' donated one of his'f:

' al carved: wood

i music, an outstanding group’ of:
musicians have agreed to perform ¢ on

a stage: urider- the‘trees‘on the man-
sion grounds during the afternoon. -
-Brown Property Preservation. Soci:

ety volunteer Anne Klees

ahd her crew will hest-an old- fash- v4
ioned.tea, complete with a-tea cup «: fl

reader. Qualicum Beach Rotarians °

will ian the barbecue and'bar on the-
~ grounds, Although the éosts-of food
and drink are extra, general admis:
sion to the grounds is only $5.

The Brown Property Preservation

Society thanks mangi

.. Coulson for the
for this important "

For more information, call’ 152-8135. ,

> be-an-art auction.of: several beauti-”
- ful paintings. Don. Thompson has :

Brown Mansion

L ‘A Day at thé Brown ‘Mansian” ‘on.
_ Sunday, August 17, tundra mark. the!

| Society.
i “That date will be alt

remaining $240,000 of the $980) 000
i Royal Bank loan: taken.out last fall

. to-buy thefinal.3 acres:of the old-
growth Heritage Forest of. Qualicum:

- Beach..The Society.and the Town. of”

Qualicum Beaeh have raised. $1,5 mil-
\ Hon over-the past.4 years...

»» “Phis isa: wonderful opportunity,”
, says Society president Keith Smith, .
“for: those who have held back until
“now -to thake a'tax-deductible‘d dopa
tion to the Forest. Pee pint

Tt will be quite 3 day. at 292: ‘Bast |
‘Crescent: Road: Bast ‘in Qualicum |
Beach: A number of fin activities are

i planned..:; i

; Society: past: president Jack ‘Wilson
dias challenged Mayor Teunis West

| -broekzind: Wilson's fellow couneillors.

“toa ‘game of. “extreme” croquet!
There will’ also be bocci and tennis

‘ on'the old Brown. ‘Mansion: ‘tennis
courts: Those ‘wishinig-to. connect

--with their spiritual side may want to

-walk-the labyrinth being set up by

“Kathy ] Bltick: There are tours of the
i mansion: and also the Heritage For-
estitself...



‘QE

death of Feneral Money in 1941” a been i : inig® fores the ‘Town “of.
Sed. by his ‘mother and: wife):the®, 7-7 Sy Fey



Ale

many. — Peg; y.
Rosemary Hath

. . k of the:
artists will bé displayed. *

and for sale throug!
i ‘hi

Williwaws

final year id the fina
éffort-to reach a worth-

the. ground in a peaceful
ea, will. soothe: you phys. |

cally. and mentally: as: you
2° Smith: “While walki ig up” : °

See ‘from the beach juist-a: © Enjoy artea (straw f “> Inva roughly circular
ie : : the labyrinth:con-

we we.aré still ‘working
f and striving. to-save:this

., forest oneg.anid for: all: ?

: . Brown: Mansion?” For
“want its. -° : *” more information call 7526:

Qualicum Beach being

: the art mecca it is, local :
“artists willbe Present. =: refreshments an barbecue :

: painting in or-around:the” are extra:



News Reporrsir.. is ¥. 200%, °

_ than bocci ‘ball, croquet, | tours. and tea:

“to secure the last three actes.of

-acre;, old- -growth site. os

-Brown Property" Preservation Society, “

next September to-ensure the: heritage

“forest remains “a. part: of Qualicum :
“Beach’s history, and a favourite ‘attrac-

. tions for lecals-and'visitors.: =! “

Mansion party, Set.
doe: IwT The “ Brown’ Prope P:

x Society'i is hosting a-party- e Browit-fam-" |
ily mansion‘in Qualicum Beach Sunday.. |

A Inajor fundraiser, for, thé BPPS, pro:-
ceeds fromthe’ day’: 8 ‘events will B9- toward. *

Bakers, Admission to A: Day at the Brown,
: Mansion i is $5, call 752-8135 for info.

By TRICIA LESLIE”

A ‘Day at tthe Browa Mansidn: ‘takes a :
place. on EastCrescent Avenue. i

Qualicum Beach ‘Sunday, but'it’s moré

‘Te’s -a’ major: fun

which must repay a-loan’ taken last fall.

The society ‘Miust-raise. $240; 0007by

IIT



£%

: sale, a barbecue, live. music

“and more. Ron’ Coulson,

-'permission to open the state-

: » including donations from a

7OOMBS ARTIST JOAN Larson (above) discusses
her rendition of the Brown:Mansion -while. inthe

background ‘visitors peruse art on display on the- :

mansion’s porch. James Domenico, 8,. tries his

hand at bocci (right) while Visiting from Denver.

Day at Brown»

‘mansion a
7003.

By ANGIE POSS f.% + “the BPPS: :
NEWS REPORTER -. : ~. The -sociefy must‘ raise’.

-, $240,000 by next September"

Tt was a day-in the life of to pay off‘a loan on the last

/genteel leisure, sipping tea _ three acres of the 50, acre,
‘on the porch or listening to- old-growth site.
musicians play-on the lawn.

' And it was all for charity.

‘More than’ 1,200 guests. :

‘strolled the house. and

‘grounds. of. the Brown

Mansion in Qualicum Beach : ‘+

_ Sunday, in a day put togeth- :

er to raise money to. pay a

joan on the property... .

The. Brown. Property -

Preservation Society filled

the grounds with.a variety of

activities including bocci,-a

labyrinth, an art show and

‘.who owns the house,’ gave

ly white mansion for tours.-

Sunday?s“event raised: a

‘whopping «$14,500... .—

‘ mari. who wrote a. $1,000
= cheque and Mac Taylor y who
won the 50/50 draw and’

‘ tuned" $125- back over the



WEDNESDAY, AuGUST 20, 2003. @ THE STAR. >, AB

Fun fund raiser SE Eee So se ot TA
George Whitford enjoyed a game of Arizona golf at the Brown Mansion Sunday: afternoon: The!
Mansion was open to the public for a special.fund raiser to: raise. money for the rown Préser-

vation Society, which: must raise. $240,000: by. September 21 2004 for the three rem:
old-growth forest.

IT HAPPEN.
>The Brown Property
Preservation Society...

would liketo THANK...

all those who made.‘

“A Dav at THe Brown:MANsion’
© last Sunday, August 17,- .

such a sticcessful fund raiser, ‘

Thanks to your help our~”

“Countdown” tothe -

September 1, 2004 deadline
is off to.a great start! :

Board Of Directors: -
BROWN PROPERTY

PRESERVATION SOCIETY

THANK YOU!



"This May, be a world record
c ie of. Guinness , docu. .

63 in.communities ‘of
or less”. but the

almost! became’ just’ ‘another hous-
< ing’ development ‘until: a small,

.-Btoup of dedicated and concemed *

local citizens said “NO!” and} Pro-

anent.. of: the Joan : by August: Lof
: 2004 will efisure the. last 4 acres

is bought and the entire. Heritage’

Forest st belongs t to everyone in the.
community.

Since fund raising began sev-
“eral. years ».ago, : the. Brown
Property. Preservation ‘Society
had raised $1:5 million ‘and even

since September of last-year, the

ie ; Society. has brought’ in nearly.

' August at the old Brown Mansion :

$70,000. <~

-The garage sale, ote had
offerings ‘from, over’ 100° local. .
households, comes just’ after a

special fun day. fund-raiser>in;”.

that raised $14,000. -

Tax-decuictible donations gan:
Bee Sate

presents: one-fifth ‘of the trees’ ‘that ;
‘protected on the. west coast.” “

faving the educational world involved in’ *:bi

dying the.ecos: stem of the: forest — how
\ at recovers 4 fgg d Clearing and. other damage’ “ school ‘season has passed:



With your generous.s
we faised over: $ 0, Of

FUNDRAISING EFFORTS. ARE helping to preserve
the last four acres of the Heritage Forest. —

Brown property garage

salebrings in $10,000 —
News: Mo F. L003:

hey’re on their

way:

Members of the
Brown Prope: ceeded, along with the Town :

_ Presery ope “of Qualicum Beach; :to raise Help $1.8 millig
Society are closer. to their - funds to buy theiland:” = save, |
fundraising goal after rais- hee society ant the town the “ot
ing more than $10,000: ata “have: ownership of 46,acres log .

large community garage — full payment of;the-loan' , PA Oct. 1,.2003
sale. oo. by. August. of. 2004 1.

Held at the: Qualicum’ ensure the last four.acrés-are acres

Beach Community Hall on. bought and:...the.. entire of the
Sept. 20, the garage sale was

a fundraiser for the Heritage

Forest.

It netted $10,200 in just.

five hours.

“ The Brown Property

Preservation Society ‘is

faced with repayment of a

$280,000 loan which. they

took out with the Royal

Bank in the fall of 2002:

The loan covers the pur-

chase of the last four acres

of the 50-acre, old-growth.

Douglas Fir forest right in

the middle of Qualicum

Beach. It is a project the:

: Society has been working on

for eight years.

Once the private domain

of Home Oil.owner, the late

RA.

Heritage Forest. is. still

knownto many people as

the Brown Property. :

. Property

‘Bobby’ Brown, the’,

Tt-almost beciathe another
housing development until-a

small group of citizens: pro-

Heritage Forest belongs’ to

the community. . sua ov:

Since; fundraising - began

several years ago, the Brown

Preservation

Society has raised. $1,5.mil-

lion and since September of

last: year, the. society -has’

brought in nearly.$70,000:

The .garage sale,- which

included donations from
over 100 local Households,

“followed ‘on the heels of a

day-long... fundraiser in

August at the old Brown

Mansion. © that _

$14,000. poke

raised ;

j

Tax-deductible donations:

can -be-made‘to this.project. ;

Donations.can be:sent to: .

-The Brown Property

Preservation Society, .c/o

Walker-Wilson Law Offices,

707 Primrose St., Qualicum

Beach, B.C. V9K 2K1.°

i

forest!

Qualicum

Forest

50 acre

deductible

donations to

Walker & Wilson

m Law Offices

_ Gelober 2.003 Ee

Every

little bit

helps.

PLEASE
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Brown Society selects ~~ board
For the’ Stare’

+2003 Ad _ THE STAR

The. Brown Property. Presér-”
vation Society (BPPS) held its,
AGM at the Civic Centre in

Qualicum Beach, Nov 30 and

‘ a new slate of officers was

‘ nominated and allowed their

names to stand forthe BPPS
board for the year 2004. Ata

| meeting Nov. 4 at the home of

Paul Ryniak, the upcoming
executive positions were dis-

cussed and the following offi-

Cers selected.

President — Paul Ryniak;

‘Brown Society

Vice President/Seeretary s
Ernie Shimkus; Treasurer -— -

. Anne Sharp; Past President —

Keith Smith. Also serving on

the Board are four directors’
“as follows: Dayid Field, Ann
Klées: (Committee Liaison),
Lee Rainey, Nancy Whelan

(iedia Relations/PR.)
Following. these appoint-

ments, plans forthe coming. Hi
year were discusséd ‘with par- .

ticular emphasis on: Christ-”

as activities; and the push

Bees Board
Dee. 3 2 at'7: 30 b.

ope,

public are. encourage
watch in the:press and

media for further intere

launches final |

‘fund-taising push -

For the Star * 20-1, 2003
~ The Brown Property Preservation -'
Society has launched its final push ° ;

| to save'all 50-acres of. the Brown |
: Property, now officially named The
| Heritage Forest of Qualicum Beach.
_- This effort will be a nine-month
- dash to pay off the bank loan used

“to purchase the last of the Property
and due in September 20

: Christened “The-200 Dollar Dash”,
' this campaign needs only one thou-
. sand donations of $200 to reach its

; : goal. Based on the past generosity. of |
the community and others acquaint-

: ed with'the value of this forest land, ,
, new BPPS President, Paul Ryniak is |
: optimisti¢‘that The Dash will suc-
* ceed, especially aé there has been an :
‘ immediate response of 17 pledges
: totaling $3,400.

The actual bank loan stands at:
$207,000. at the moment, and the |
immediate goal is. to. lower oe
“amount to round figures before
“Sénd ofthis year. The progress of: The
_200-Dollar Dash will be recorded and

publicized monthly. The names of.
“donors will bé published, with their‘ si
consent, anda graphic, “tree” indi-

| cator will be regularly updated in $50
, 000 increments in -the Qualicum

:.. Beach Town Hall foyer..A new kiosk

at the stable area of the Heritage For-
' est will feature a smaller record of
donations to date, Fo

“Qualicum Beach, ‘on Thursday, ¢ Oct-30:
’ Slate of officers stood for election ton z Bod

* board fot 2004. v oF angi). The results include: £ News! * 2-293
~ President — Paul Ryniak; vice piesi
— Emmie Shimku: treasurer — Anne’S!

ing year. were: discussed with paiticy
Christmas activities and. the push
pay off the bank loan'by September, 2004. gol

“The next BPRS: boatd meeting, Will be “at, the home
of Emie Shimkis on in Tuesday, Dec. 2, at 7: 30; OP: 1m.

RE GER
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Brown Property Society making. final finan é
For the Star’. 73.44, 2063
The Brown’

Preservation Society has

launched: its final push to
save all 50-acres of the Brown

Property, now officially
named The Heritage Forest
of Qualicum ‘Beach. This

-effort will be:a:nine-month

dash to the finish line ‘to pay
off the bank loan used to pur:

chase the last of the proper- -
ty, and due. in September

2004. :

+ Christened:The. 400 Dollar
Dash”, this campaign'needs

only one thousand donations

of $200. to. each. its-goal.
Based on the past generosity’.

of the community and others

acquainted with the value of

Property’
this forest land, new: ‘BPPS
President, Paul Ryniak: is.

optimistic that'The Dash will

succeed; especially as there

has. been’. an immediate

response of 17. pledges total.
ing $3, 400.

. The -aetual bank.” loan. -
stands “at $209 000.’at. the

moment, and the first.and

‘immediate goal i is to lower
that. amount to Yound figures .-

before the end of this year. .

. The progress’ of The 200 .

Dollar Dash will be recorded ;
and publicized tmonth-*:
ly. ate

The names of ‘donors
will be published, with
their. consent, -and .a

\

“est will feature--a ‘siial |

in-$50 000 increments in:

Qualicum’ Beach Tos
foyer. Anew, kiosk
ble area of: the: Her! age

record of donati ns todate:. |

Dash, or contributions in
amount-can ‘be made at :

Qualicum Beach: offices: of’

Walker, & Wilson at #2 ~207 > ;

Primrose:*St., Qualicum *

Wednesday, November 26, 2003 "|

graphic “tree” indica-

Come see the Christmas fi
For the Star

A highlight of the holiday s season’
in Qualicum Beach Dec. 13, will be

“Christmas Festivities” at the

Brown Mansion, 292 Crescent Road

East, and simultancously at the

(Old) Community Hall on Memori-

al Ave. from 11 a.m. till 3:30 p.m.

Local musical performers will add

holiday background music to-sev-

eral of the Mansion’s rooms decked

out in traditional Christmas decor. ;

The entrance and rooms-will be

decorated by the Q.B. Historical &

‘Museum Society, The Cheshire *
Cat Antique Mall and Sharon. “tt

Wood Interior Re-Design; Eyes. :.

on You, and. Whiskey Creek “Ce
Nursery. .
Added to this. will be. a silent

auction of fifteen to twenty

items, a 50/50 draw, and a Chrisi-

ments, and purchase holiday
. treats at the bake sale. Only 400:

tickets will be available,to be oo:
_ purchased in advaiice at Muk
“berry: Bush Bookstores in:-

Qualicum at 130 W. 2nd Ave. or
beside Lefty’s in the Thrifty’s..

: mail in Parksville. A $10 ticket

Brown "Property }
Society. For furt:
tion, please: call
250-752 9087.00
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Forest fundraiser a
The Brown Property

Preservation: Society has launched

its final push to save all 50 acres of

the Brown Property, now officially

named The Heritage Forest of

Qualicum Beach, This effort will

be a nine-month dash to the finish

line to pay off the bank loan used to

purchase the last of the property,

and due in September 2004.

Christened “The 200 Dollar

Dash”, this campaign needs only

one thousand donations of $200 to

teach its goal.

The actual bank toan stands at

$209 000 at the moment, and the

first and immediate goal is to lower

that amount to round figures before

the end of this year. The progress of

The 200 Dollar Dash will be

recorded and publicized monthly. A

graphic “tree” indicator will be reg-

ularly updated in $50 000 incre-

ments in the Qualicum Beach Town

Hall foyer.

Just 28 people, each making a

$200 donation by December 31,

2003, would complete the first leg

Heritage Foreot Christmas Festivities |
: |

Saturday, December 13, 11 am - 3:30 pm

dash to the finish
of the race and mean less than $200!

000 necessary to complete The

Dash. All donations, big or small

received by this deadline: are eligi-

ble for tax receipts for the curtent

year, Where else can you buy your-

self a forest for Christmas?

Donations to The 200 Dollar

Dash, or contributions in any

amount can be made at_the

Qualicum Beach offices of Walker -

& Wilson at #2 - 207 Primrose St.,

Qualicum Beach, BC; V9K 2K1,’

752 6951.

Brown Property new executive _
The Brown Property Preservation Society (BPPS) chose its executive

for 2004 at an annual general meeting on Nov. 30. Officers are: president

=4Paul Ryniak, vice-president/secretary — Emie Shimkus, treasurer — Anne

‘Sharp, past president Keith Smith. Directors are: David Field, Ann Klees

(Committee Liaison), Lee Rainey and Nancy Whelan (Media

Relations/P.R.)

_At The

Brown Mansion

292 Crescent Rd East

Decked out in Holiday Attire

* Silent Auction & 50/50 Draw

* Christmas Boutique

* Local Musicians perform

At QB

Community Hall

644 Memorial Ave

Traditional Yuletide Decore

¢ Silent Auction & 50/50 Draw

* Refreshments & Bake Sale :

* Local Musicians perform i

-- Covers admission to

Tickets = $10

both Browri Mansion and Community
; Hall. Hall refreshments included in ticket price.

Tickets on sale at Mulberry Bush Books in QB and Parksville.

All proceeds to the Brown Property Preservation Society

. Heritage Forest Christmas fundraiser
A highlight of the holiday season this year will be “Christmas

com Name.”

$¢ The 200 Dollar Dash
Starting: October 30, 2003

Finishing: August 31, 2004

Enter the race to pay off the remaining $207,000 owing by
the Brown Property Preservation Society on the bank loan
for the Heritage Forest of Qualicum Beach.

1,000 donations of $200 = $200,000!

Donors joining the race to date: John L. Boultbee, Jim &
Doris Christakos, Bob & Betty Drew-Brook, Sally
Hemingson, Deborah McKeen, Andy & Gisela Pope, John
Pope, Paul Ryniak & Lois Hill, Tony & Anne Sharp, “Your

Let?’s finish this race!
Festivities” at the Brown Mansion, 292 Crescent Rd East, and at the QB

Community Hall on Memorial Ave on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 11 am —

3:30 pm. Several rooms of the Brown Mansion will decked out in tradi-

tional Christmas décor thanks to the Q.B. Historical & Museum Society,

Cheshire Cat Antique Mall, Sharon Wood Interior Re-Design, Eyes on

You,.and Whiskey Creek Nursery. Added to this will be a silent auction of —

up to 20 items, a 50/50 draw, a Christmas boutique and live musical enter-

tainment, At the Community Hall, you can participate in the silent auction,

' the.50/50 draw, enjoy refreshments, purchase baked goodies and listen to

local musicians, Tickets are $10 available at Mulberry Bush Book Stores.

Only 400° tickets wil! be sold. All proceeds in support of The Brown

Property Preservation Society. For further information, please call 752-

9830. es

Publication of donor’s names by permission only
Official Income Tax Receipts issued

Cheques payable to Brown Preservation Society

C/O Walker Wilson

#2-707 Primrose

Qualicum Beach, BC, V9K 2K1

For more information call 752-9830
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ne of the joys of walking or driving through. -

towns and villages on these. dark December

nights is the fleeting glimpse we get of the

light and color inside the homes we pass.

’ The warmth beyond the windows touches

some yearning in our hearts to stop, enter and share the
glow within.

Alas, we are but passing strangers,and are neither invit-
ed nor welcome to intrude.

trust to our. good luck i in a 50/50 diaw.
At the same time, up in the village centie; an

venue for Christmas festivities will be in full: swi

(old) Qualicum Community Hall-on Memorial.Ave: :

Here we can listen to the holiday music of Phil Copple
and friends as-piano and Voices blend oir old

But wait!

For a few hours a classic mansion in the
midst of our community is about to open its
doors, display its holiday grandeur, and let

us wander through rooms decorated fora _
Christmas in the early days of the last centu-

“On Saturday, December 13, from la am.
‘till 3:30 p.m. the Brown Mansion at 292

Crescent Road East in Qualicum Beach will

favorites, and the Noteworthies, a choi
under the direction of Larty Stubbing san
the EveryVoice Choir. provide music: that
will transport us to Christmases as ‘

present.

At the hall we:can enjoy ‘tasty refresh: “> !
. ments, pick up fancy bake. sale items for « our.
holiday entertaining,-and also participate in. :
the silent auction and the’50/50 draw..: :

Indeed, I must take exception to-Dylan |

Thomas saying that “One Christmas was'so =be waiting to greet us in all its holiday fin-

ery. Here is an opportunity to see beyond

the lighted windows, asthe Brown Property

Preservation Society invites us to their

Christmas Festivities. SON

So let’s imagine it now — the bough-decked door

swinging wide, the huge entrance hall redolent with the

scent of evergreens, fireplaces ready for a special visitor,

and the gracious staircase leading to the upper storey of the
mansion.

The music of local. performers will echo through the

building on this particular day. ~

. The Youth Choir under the direction of Allison Shaw
and Carolyn Hately, Marjorie Koers on her violin, the

Every Voice Choir directed by Kelly Townsend, and Fred

Saliani on his classical guitar will add to the holiday
ambiance.

NANCY WHELAN

have these tickets for sale.

much like another,” for this’ year: Chiristinas -

Festivities at the Mansion. and the-hail- will:
make it a Christmas like.no. other. .

Only 400 tickets, to be purchased in:

advance, are available for this ‘event.:Each $10 ticket pr
vides admission to both mansion and hall. and includes:....-...,

refreshments. « : :

|
Extending their Christmas spirit to the commsitity ee:

again, both Mulberry Bush Bookstores at 130°W. ‘Second®
Ave. in Q.B. and at the. Thriftys” mall in Parksville will

BPPS pay down the loan used to purchase the remainin;

acres of the Heritage Forest.

“For further information m please call 752) 983

7
All proceeds from Christmas Festivities will: help the 20"

Pi

9087. - |



: : loan-comes ‘dué that the society. ieok out t6 secure the: final -
»_ 50 actes of the property. To reaclrit, the BPPS has started the. |

~200- Dollar Dash.. Public relations director Nancy Whelan

enters critical

* By STEVEN. HEYWOOD

“News REPORTER...

Teritage Fo est

) ndraising stage
with mansion bash

s f, 2003

Beach free and. clear. : :
That finish line: is September, 2004 — When a $309; 000

said the society. hopes 1,000. people will, each donate ‘$200
betiveen now, and the end ©

Make. it a Brown.

‘Star. Pe {L)s 2003
e Brown Property Preservation |

3; ‘Nam 3:30.
“Tickets are av: lable at Mulbetiy

|:Bush Book Stores for: $10 for th
| Contact 24 9830 0 or ‘9087 i

ty hosts “Christmas Festivities” | :

| Christmas Dec. 13}

|



iis{2 2.003Fa4 me " . .

Festive celebration :_ Volunteers are busy decorating the Brown Mansion in Qualicum Beach this week for some special‘Christmas festivities on Dec. 13. From 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The BrownMansion will be decked out in traditional Christmas decor with musicians performing in different rooms. Events include a silent auction, Christmas boutique and 50/50draw. Other festivities. take place at the Qualicum Beach Community Hall on Memorial. Musicians will serenade visitors. as they enjoy refreshments, bake sale items,silent. auction, and more. Tickets are available at Mulberry Bush Book Stores for $10 for the day. Contact 752-9830 or 752-9087. All proceeds will go to the Brown Prop-erty Pres’ _ tion Society. Above, left to right: Lyn Wilson; Sharon Wood and Pa~ ~yniak check out some wreaths. Faeul Ry niak - a
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: THE BROWN FAMILY mansi

Doors swing open on Brown Mansion Saturday
By JESSICA KERR
NEWS REPORTER

The Brown Property Preservation Society opens the
Brown family mansion to the public this weekend in a way

it never has before.

2.12 2003

This year the society is holding a Christmas fund-raiser o
and itis showcasing: ‘the mansion in holiday ‘style. .

“The mansion will be decorated and furnishéd in a yule-

’ tide setting?” said Lois Hill, a member of the Christmas °
event committee.{It is really worth. seeing, people have Hot.
seen it in this way | before.”

The sociéty is holding Christmas festivities at the 1 man.
sion and at the old community hall (on‘Memorial Ave. a

simultaneously on Saturday, :
There will be live music, a silent auction and a 50/50

draw at both locations, Margery Koers,.the Youth and-

EveryVoice choirs, and classical guitarist Fred Saliani will i.
be performing at the mansion.

*. The Every Voice choir will also be performing at the hall!
on Saturday along. ‘with Phil Sopple and friends, and the.

‘ Noteworthies..- :

The silent.auctior ‘will run concurrently between the
two .locations.:The items will.be on display at the:mansion,

and photographs ofthe items _-will be’ put up at the.commu:

> nity hall. Between-15 and 20:items willbe up for auction,

including a bonsai-trée, limited edition | ‘prints and golf: sift
certificates. :

iThe auction. ill b updated every t half | hour by cell:

-“Soeiety; the Chesl
“Jnterior: Re-Design; jyes‘on an You, and Whisky Creek.

=" Nursery; :

6 O

Starting: October, 30; 2003. -
Finishing: August 31, 2004

Enter. the race:to-pay off the amount’ ‘owed’by the’ Brown, Property

Qualicum Beach: Just 1,000 donations®6f: ‘$200 each weré needed
to raise the $200,000 owed when the race started on Oct. 3.1, 2003.

Loan balance to-date - $189,000

Donors joining the face in December? Arionymous x 3, Signe
Boughner, Joyce & Bob Brooks, Alan & Elizabeth Campbell, John

-& Arlene England, Bob & Peggy. Hodge, Alfred: &' Patricia

Huraphreys, John Lowe-Wylde, Liese Lowe-Wylde, Ruth & Larry

Mandt, Kenneth & Elizabeth McKenzie, Rowland & Wilma Mills,

Truesdale; Dr & Mrs, W.M.G, Wilson.

~ Let’s finish this race! ?
Publication of donor" s names by petinission only -:

Official Income Tax Receipts issued: - .

Cheques payable to.Brown Preservation Society “

tote. m C/0 Walker Wilson’ | -

#2-707 Primrose

Jan, 200 tQualicim Beach, BC, V9K 2K1
For more information call 752-9830 °

“The 200 Dollar Dash i

Preservation Society on the bank loan’ for the’! ‘Heritage | Forest of :

Evelyn Owens, Keith & Joy Smith, Pete & Lynn Tomlinson, Anhe



Seasonal : . . . . _ GREE PORIERTE STAR The District 69 Youth Choir sung a variety of Christmas tunes at the Brown Property fund-raiser in Qualicum Beach on Saturday.
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Brown Mansion’s Christmas fest a sold-out event.
The Brown. Property Preservation; .

Society’s “Christmas Festivities” at;

the Mansion and Community Hall in.

Qualictin Beach on Saturday, Dec. 13

all: 400 advance tickets. ”

Both mansion and hall saw a on
slant-flow of, people enjoying the holi-

“taking a break*to enjoy refreshments;
participating: in the silent auction, ‘pur-

chasing holiday baked goods; and sim-
. ply enjoying the féstive’ spirit present

was a successful event with the:sale of in the beautifully: decorated -mansion
while Meeting and visiting with friends~

“and acquaintances,
The BPPS: extends holiday gteet-

helped, contributed, and: attended: to !
vassure, the success of this: fun-filled ‘!

day. |

Jen thousand doliars was faised ‘to.
help pay. down the . He itape: Forest:
loan: The 50/50 draw’ winners’ were®

Eileen Dobson. and Peggy Snyder...

Nancy- Whelan |day music presented by local groups, ° ings-and a sincere thank you to all. who ‘We aws "du . oo

“The 200 Dollar Dash
Starting: October 30, 2003

Qualicum Beach.,

, Finishing: August 31, 200472 &ps ae “Ee a
Enter the race to pay off the amount: owed by. the Brown Property
Preservation Society on the banksloan ‘for the Heritage Forest of
‘Qualicum Beach. Just’! ,000:donations. of $200 each were-needed

to: raise the $200, 000 owed when. the race strted’ ‘on Oct. 31; 2003.

Loan balance to date - $181,000
Donors joining: the race in January: Anonymous x7, Catidace &

|” John’ Ashbridge, Hendrika &. Gerard Blom, Jean. & . William

Broadley, Barb & Peter Buhler, Carolyn’s Friends, Gill & Jotn
Coady, Mary & David Field, Dorothy. Fraser, Donna & Barty
Furneaux, Beatriz &. Garry Giaham, “Gloria ‘Grant, Vicki Harp & |

_ Emie Shimkus, Alastair & Stewart, Hemingson, Eva’ Hilborn,..
Margaret & Martin Hill, Tom Ingham, Marilyri: & Franke Kathrein,’

Antig & Leo Klees, Renee Kraft, Maureen LaPlaca & PI il Copple,,

|‘ Margit Lindquist, Audrey & George Lynch-Staunton (ln memory
‘of Dr'& Mrs Wilson), Birgitta.& Dr. James Mick, Margaret &
Morris Padula, Merlyn: Patten, Carol & John Roberts, Robin &
Sandy ;Robinson, Cora: & Arthur. Skipsey, Faye Smith & Joe
Rosenblatt, Rosalee’ Sullivari, Sheila & Robert Tait)’Siisan Tait & |- |
Richard Scoffom, Marilyn & George Turpin, “Howard Tyner, 1
Nancy: Whelan and: Annie & Bud Wilson.. 5

, Let’s finish this race! 9 |

: Publication of donor’s names by permission only. Offi ial Income ‘
Tax: Receipts issued. Cheques payable to: ;

’ Brown Preservation Society, C/O Walker Wilson: © >
. 42-707 Primrose, Qualicum Beach, BC, VoK 2K1, 752-9830 :



Starting: Octobér 30, 2603 <5 wor
Finishing: August Si, 2004, oe

%

Enter the race to pay~ off the amount owed. by the Brown
Property Preservation Society, on the bank loan for the'Heritage

Forest of Qualicum Beach. Just 1,000‘donations of $200 each

were needed ,'to taise the $200,000 owed when the race stated
“on Oct.31, 2003.

- Loan balance to date -$176,000
Donors. joining the.race in January: Anonymotis x4, Russell -
Bergstrom, Brazier Family (John, Dagmar, Mike & Ruthie) i in
memory of Dr. & Mrs. Wilson, David & Elaine Evans, A and.
Roberta. Fraser, Anna‘ Grieve. & Alfred Heringé,: Harry &i
‘Dorothy Large, Bob & Mary Rae, John’ & Deborah’ Rowan?
Legg, in memory of Dr. & Mrs. Wilson, ‘Grethe. & Thomas

Russell, Gary & Ruth Statham, Teunis & Jennifer Westbrock i in

_metnory of Dr. & Mis. Wilson, Elsemarie Wilson. » ° -

“Let’s finish this race!
Publication of donor’s names by permission only. Official Income
Tax: Receipts issued. Cheques payable to: :

Brown Preservation'Society, | cio Walker. Wilson :
42-707 Primrase,. Qualicum ‘Beach, BC, V9OK' 2K1

732-9830

The 200 Dollar-Dash

_ The 200. Dollar Dash
” Starting: October 30, ‘2003 Zr
"Finishing: August 31, 204° ve » ok

Enter the racé to pay: off the amount. owed by): whet sas
‘Property: Preservation Society: on the bank loan for. the,

' Heritage Forest of Qualigum Beach. Just 1 000: donations. of
: $200, each ‘were needéd_ to raise the $200,000 owed ‘when .
: the race started on Oct. 31, 2003.

Loan balance to. date - $174,000.
Donors joining. the, race in March: Anonymious. x 2, Betty
Dufour, Ryan & Ann Geboers, Fraser & Gwen Harp, John.’
Howell in‘ memory of Sheila Howell, Pat Jacobson,. Tan:
Lindsay, Ann Lindsay, Jonathan Lindsay, Heather: Lindsay;
Rhianna Lindsay, Sushi Mon Restaurant (Qualicum Beach). ;

Let’s finish: this race!
Pubtication of donor’s: namie’ by permission only, Official
Income Tax Receipts issued. Cheques payable to:

4 Brown Preservation Society, :
“C/O Walker Wilson

42-107 Primrose; GOualicum Beach, BC, YOK: 2K1 -
752-9830 —

,

233



Guided and self-guided t tours are ‘Brantastic”
By JESSICA KERR

"NEWS REPORTER 30,3, VEOUE

This weekend’s Brant Wildlife Festival offers a chance to

see parts of Oceanside up-close and personal. ~

There are a number of tour and walks scheduled through- -

out thie weekerid. .
‘Brantastic Observations; with biologist Terri Martin, is,

a three-hour wildlife viewing bus tour.

Martin studies the. Brantand will “take. you to -all the

‘Brant hot spots,” said Brenda Paul, the festival’s manager.

The bus, provided by Pacific Rainforest Adventure Tours,

will depart from the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre at 9:30

a.m. and the tour will wrap up at 12:30 p.m.

“Brantastic Observations’ costs .$30 plus GST. Seating i is
‘limited; to reserve a spot call 248-3667. ‘

Another addition to this year’s festival is the Englishman |
River Ecosystems tour. John Cooper, an omithologist.(a per-

son who studies birds), and ‘Tim Clermont, Vancouver Island

Land manager with The Nature Trust, will take people along |
Parksville’s Englishman River by bus.

The tour also encompasses a walking tour around Pacific |
Shores Nature Resort including the hatchery, the river and‘

the estuary: before heading back to the resort.

The tour runs from. 9 a.m. until-1-p.m. and includes an
hour for lunch at-the resort. Pre-registration for this event is

required by Thursday (April 1). The cost is $60 plus GST.
To register. call 248-3667.

~ There are self- guided tours available through ‘Qualicum ’
Heritage. Forest. and Grandon Creek, which is: also in

Qualicum Beach. Both of the self- guided tours are free and
open anytime on Saturday and Sunday. -

Colin Bartlett, know by some as the-“bird'man’, will host /

the ABC’s of Birding on Sunday, :
Barlett, who‘owns Backyard Wild Bird and Nature store,

_will lead.a walk and bird identification session beginning at

“Grandon Creek in Qualicum Beach. a

Heritage Forest fundraiser

;,. The Brown Property Preservation Society is holding three fundraisin
é entyon ‘April 23 & 24 at the: Qualicum Beach.Civic Centre‘to raise-money:}

to pay. off thie loan‘on the Quaf sum Beach Heritage Forest: On‘A\ i} 23-at F

badouts will give.a 1 cabaret: she concert of music from

“the 920s to

Adi

iGift Shop. For info 752- -9830.

ill be an Arts &Crat Sale featuring 60 vendors inc ‘
~Atnie’Fisk, Bill Helin, Ken Kirkby, Bill Townsend and. Don: Jean. Louis;

ion by donation. On April 24 at 7 pm there will be a Jazz. and:

jConcert featuring Linda “Walker Jazz Ensemble, Gerry, Barnum and Layla:
Tickets $15 available,at the Mulberry Bush Book Stores and Hidden Waters

eS



A misical revue for. ‘the: 19268 io ‘50s: Cabaret table.:
seating, refreshments, “door prizes; 50/50. draw.-

. Tickets $12 of $10. each for Table of 10.

’ Saturday, April 24,10am-3 pm

Arts, Crafts & More Sale
Over 60 arts & crafts vendors including Feature’ Artists: i

Dan Gray, ‘Arnie Fisk, Bill Helin, ‘Ken Kirkby; Bill: *:
“Townsend & Don Jean Louis. Food & Tefreshments;

; door prizes, Admission by dofiation :

Saturday, April 24, 7-44 pm _
V.L. Jazz & Blues: ‘Concert.

Featuring Linda Waikér. Jazz Ensemble; Gerry. Barnum ~
‘& Layla, No-host bar & reception: with Art Sale artists,
refreshments, door prizes, 50/50: draw. Tickéts’ $15:

{All tickets available at Mulberry Bush:
Book Stores.and Hidden Watei

Website: www, rw.qualicuribeach.ne tie

‘Weekend of music, art will raise money’
for Qualicum Beach’s Heritage Forest _
The Brown Property Preservation

. Society is on its final fund raising.

push to save the Qualicum Beach

Heritage Forest. 7:

“The last few acres of the property

was purchased last fall with a bank

. loan, whichis due this falk. The Soci-

ety has been working hard to raise

the money through auctions, garage

sales, concerts and.garden tours..

_ On April 23 and 24 the Society will
present a Van Isle Concert. Saturday;

The Island Troubadours will perform. :

‘ina musical revue from the 208 tothe
50s. It starts at 7j.m.and tickets are:
“$12. On, Sunday. a Major arts and -:
crafts sale-Will feature artists Bill:

Helin, Dan Gray, Arnie Fisk, Ken Kir-
by and Bill Townsend, There will be |;

tood,, prizes.and admission is by ,

donation. That evening there will be

a Jazz:and Blués concert featuring

Linda Walker and‘her‘Jazz Ensem-

. ble; Gerry: Barnum and Layla. Tick-
-ets-are $15. ‘For more information, call
759-9830." ; a
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-grandiose plan... and

ou may think

:. ‘contrast’

‘would: be the. .

better. word,

but for one

important thing they have. ..

in common — a park in the: .

middle of town. New. York

has its Central Park;

Qualicum Beach has its

Brown Property or, offi- .

cially, its Qualicum Beach

Heritage Forest,

Neither of these oases

-of calm. in the midst of the

fray was.come by. easily.
Luckily, New York had

visionary. landscape. archi-

tects Olmstead and Vaux |

“plus some forward-thinking .

bureaucrats in 1853, and

Qualicum Beach, in 1996; |

had the Brown Property

Preservation Society

(BPPS) and an understand-
ing council. The similari- °

ties of these two disparate.”

communities pretty much

end there.

Today’s Central Park
thrives on what was once . _

but a.swainpy, rocky site

when Olmstead and Vaux

came up. with their

here’s the most mind-bog-

gling fact: not oné-of~: . — .

Central Park’s maze’ of
trees was growing when
the park was designed 150

years ago!

. Now think about the

treasure we have in the

Heritage Forest. A.satmon-

bearing stream runs _

through it. Here are some

trees more than 400 years _

old with many others into: _

their second century. Here

is a unique stand of tare ~

Sitka spruce. If the-whole

of the Heritage forest were

saved, it would represent a

twenty percent increase of

old-growth Douglas-fir for-

est being protected in B.C

~ the only province in 5

. Canada where such a forest:

is found.

Here we have a park

: ready made and natural.

What is it worth to us?”

Surely, a forest in the

- hand is worth.two in the =i

making, if | may sarble my

metaphors. :

When the BPPS was °.

formed its goal was ‘to_buly:

the Brown forest; put, in .

NANCY WHELAN.

walking trails; and make it

accessible for residents and

visitors to enjoy, and to do.

so'while disturbing or ~

changing as little as possi-

ble of the. forest’s: natural
character:

‘The‘history of the.
BPPS’ efforts to date-is a.

story. of dedication and
--Jéng hours of volunteer

work and fundraising. The

Brown family,helped with

several.deadlinie.exten- -

sions. Donations ranging

from Isonies to $200;000

_ ‘poured in: Some forest was

purchased-but acres of *”
. trees still hung in the’ bal-

“ance. Then came concerts, '

art sales; auctions; : commu-.’
nity gardge. sales and home

and garden tours. Quality
Foods allowed residents to -

. donate their ‘points’-and

matched their $10 000. An :
-article about the forest in

‘Canadian Gardening gener-.
ated donations from across

~~ the: country.

‘Last August the BPPS,
backed by the town of. . ©

Qualicum Beach, took out -

a bank loan to secure the

remaining few vulnerable

acres of forest. This last’
patch of forest is critical’

. for two reasons; if cleared

_ it will open ‘up an area

where severe wind damage :

3. The big catch is that the >

to remainiiig trees isa dis
tinct possibility; also; that

bearing stream
round. :

Joan must be répaid by ‘the

beginning of September

this year. Many. thousands

‘have poured in toward this

end but the woods aren’t

out of the woods yet.The --

. fundraisitig-goes on. ~~~

_ Along with the ongoing’ *

$200 Dash for which dol- _.
lars donated are recorded, :

in'the foyer of the QB
town hall, the BPPS has

scheduled as its first major. :
event of the year, a week-~

"end of fun fundraising for
* April 23 and'24.

Thiée varied-and gala. °

-events:will take place:at .

the Qualicuin Beach Civic

Centre. on those: dates. First

-up are The Island ~~

Troubadours at 7 — 9:30 *

p.m: on April 23. The!”

Troubadours will‘present ~

their Miisical Revue from” *“'

the 1920s to the 1950s to -

ani audience enjoying

cabaret seating in the maii

‘hall.

ps . “50/50: draw. Tickets are
$12 each or $10 each in

“blocks Of 10:(one-table)

from 10-3, an Arts and:-
~ . Craft Sale will featur

“To ‘keep ‘the Seening
lively there:will be tefr

ments, door prizes‘and a”:

-On Saturday, Aprik'24,

artists Bill Helin; Bill-

“Townsend, Dar Gray,

Amie Fisk, Ken: Kitkby,"*. :

Don Jean Louis, and more:

Admission is by dona-"

tion with door:prizes and

‘food and refreshinents, Ih.

the evening from. 7 =11'a -
: Vancouver Island ‘Jazz. &.
Blues: Concert: will feature

Linda. Walker and

- Ensemble; Gerry Barnum, :
and Layla.

“Between 7 and 8 there .
will be a no-host bar-and

reception with sonic: of! the
day’ sartists, < _

Tickets are $15 and: ‘are
available for the two per-

-formances at both

: * Mulberry Bush Stores and
‘the Hidden: Waters Gift

Shop in Qualicum Beach:::

- New-York we're not, but

we can finish this race to

’ -keep-our own: Park front :
~ and centre.’



~ SHIMKUS, Emest Max Phill
Sadiy ‘and suddenly passed away / ApTILTS, : 201

Known to all as “Ernie”, he is survived and will be’ |

(Dianne) Blair (Mandie) and his two loving’ grandso IS: }
MacKenzie’ and Dylan. Emie leaves to “mourn: sisters: | |
Mailene ‘Reguly, Dorothy. Grandpre ‘and-Ruth (Denis) EI
Jeanson as well.as his many. friends:and relatives i in both e
‘Winnipeg, MB and Qualicum Beach, BC. Cote ‘
Ernie Was, born. in Winnipeg Jan.16, 1942. and was. -em-
Ployed“by the Manitoba Telephone System: for over 35:

: years. The last. eight years: Ernie and Vicki: have enjoyed Fi
the friends and. climate-of. Qualicum: Beach; BC. where. |

+] Efnie remained active golfing; walking and passionately
fundraising to preserve the historic- Brown property: and:
its old growth Forest. Emie will be deeply missed-by all. :|-

A membtial will be held Friday Aprif 23-@1:00 pm, |
|. -St Stephen’s United Church in Qualicum Beach. °...|:

] In liew of flowers donations can‘be made to.ttie BROWN

-PROPERTY.PRESERVATION: SOCIETY. at Walker.and:_|:|

Wilson 2-707 Primrose St. Qualicum Beach Be. :

(Q.B. and Parksville
and Hidden Waters Gift Shop - Q.B.

website: www.qualicumbeach.net/heritage Ph. 752-9830 ;

AZt
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ae . for

éd in blocks of 10. -

le. day of entertainment

and art _ Planned for

Helin, Dan Gray, Arnie
f Ken Kirkby,

Townsend and» Don, Jean,

Louis, to name a few. » =~

‘Admission: to ‘that event

food,

prizes,

: reffeshinents .

“ggoncert ‘on ' Sajurday night.
e evening begins at 7

p-m: -withia reception with

some of the artists fromthe

“segments: each oné has."
rent theme and includes

. ‘From 10am. until 3 pm,
¢° there “will be an. arts. and «

“Sale, featuring’ artists:

Troubadouts -performance 2
Gost. $12, or $10 if pur” ‘an

ie. Brown-° Property. -

ervation Society. has’ a

Bill:

is-by donation arid includes.“

and

“The weekend will culmi- *
“nate witha jazz and blues..°<* =Ti

“performances:

-Stovell,-

: “Malaspina.

“formers. havé “all: donate

piano, Brian'Stovell' on: bass
and Geoff Bowen. on-drums,

a > teacher at *-
University- *

College -who: also taught .’.

Perison . and, Diana Krall,

lived in Qualicum Beach as.

a‘éhilld and” used’ to’ deliver-—

papers to the Brown family. |

“their time for the fundrai
--“They’ Te" doing such

woriderful. worl said
Walker. “It’s. ‘really impor

cost. .

for ‘both events ‘are -

Je: at- Mulberry Bush

" book: Store in‘Parksville and
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By JESSICA KERR
i News. REPORTER.

4, g00\-
‘and. art will “come together, this, sweekend:to raise.

he Brown Property Preservation: Society.
is. on. its: final fundraising push, dt:must raise

1p will perform its musical revue of hits from.the
e-1950s.: The performance ‘features cabarét-seat-

icluides refreshments, door prizes. anda 50/50-draw.
cots f for the Troubadours. cost $12 or: $10 éach for a. ; Mulberry Bush book stores.or at the door’ co

mation. calf 152: 9830.:
. Fot more: on. the: fundrajser see. e page B3. “

“QUALICUM: TOTEM

‘edition. of | Qualicum
History has-been

ipped his. hat. to those. in
}° Beach who. have

d “its. -charint while
to its’ inevitable

“intents. and, purposes
m. Beach has, gone from

ing a town toa. city during that

“Leentre ‘or swimming: pool, no

bylaw. enforcement’ officer, no

In 1992: ‘there:-was no ‘traffic -

ight-on‘thie:miain strest,-no-civic _

two-hour parking restrictions, no
buildings downtown’ with eleva- ©

tors, no underground parkades, no

Noise ‘restrictions, no restrictions

on raising. chickens within: the.

Town, no: public bus service; no

~ Qualicum Beach: no longer a town.

ting road, -no downtown security -, vA At-th
patrol; no -dog ‘leash -bylaw, ‘no * ©

burning ban, no DEC's, “no

Regional’ Growth Management ,

Strategy and the municipal office

was a small box-like building: on

and ‘Ave.
The.- population ; has grown

from 5,137 to, 7,400 which puts

Qualicum: Beach well into city

- status, On July 18¢; when the lat-
est ‘boundary: expansion takes -

effect. and Chartwell is ingorpo-
tated; the population will:jump to

-8,400..(In- British “Columbia. any -

‘municipality over 5,000 is’ con-

A similar: leap i in.
place’ in the design of the ‘new’
Quality Foods store. So dramatic

‘has: been the chiahge the ievised
edition: devoted an entire chapter :
‘to the ‘company. “In. the. previous:

edition the 22-year-old company-

* lishment "of Heritage: Forés

“as long as possible. But.

nicludes: éliapters. on “a

hana the itl tent
‘Because of: thie einoti

population hits 10, 000: it,
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out owed ‘by: the:
Brown » Property Preservation ‘Society on the bank’ joan. |
for the Heritage Forest’ of: Qualicum Beach, Just.1 000 !
‘donations of $200. each -were needed” to. taise ‘the
$200,000 owed ‘when the r: trace ‘statted‘on ‘Oct. 31; 2003. ,

1. Loan balance to ‘date - $170, 000:
Donors joining..the racé:in_ “Aptil: RT. & Alice
‘Crawford, David & Karen Graham: Don Kemp. Signs,
Thwaites Noriis Insurancentre.. boo

’ Let’s: finish: this race! :
Publication of donor’s natnes ‘by: permission only. Official:

‘Brown Preservation Society, ;
ci Walker Wilson...

#2-707 Primroe, Qualicum Beach;
: 732-9830

__By JESSICA KERR
as 5, 200% :

to P has to. its: goal eat ee 0
10loan. that. was: taken, “out two

he Heritage Forest. The joan 1S.
end: ‘of August. £88 : :

é're:so. close to. the edge,”says Paul:
president of.the Brown Property
rat Society. *: oa -

ing weekend i in. April, plus another. have ‘their name entéred:into-a draw for.
rage sale last weekend, The. : “artist Bruce, Muir's print ‘of the Robson f

jollar Dash: campaign‘has also. been a 2
gsful this month, ‘so far the society - °

Mo ‘Presérvation’ Society ¥ visit
beach.nev/heritage::..

Donations jon ie $200 Dash can’ abe Be sent,



june,2004 QUALICUM TOTEM. ae ge

He eritage Forest fundraising continues,
Property” The grass roots efforts of the’ faith in seeing their “goal :

“BPPS to’ preserve: the Heritage achieved.
23& 24 Forest have: thade great stridesin For more ‘infortnation: of the

000. :towards: . past:months and the Soviety: has. Heritage Forest in* Qualicum
uged'to| - Se — — , a : -

“aores*of)

The200 lar Dash
"Starting: Oetaber 30, 2003 he 2
[Finis] ing: ‘August 31, 2004 ‘of, © aay,

“gelling ‘idkee ‘for
and: the “society "is

+3ui ne society, on: the. bank loan for the ‘Heritage
ach. Just ‘1; 000: donations of $200 each

ig race i in. 1 May: Gail. &. Michael Albih; David”
it & Gait Couitice;’ Rel fobley; D&D. Innes, ‘Pat & Norm Louie,

Be shiald Machan, Bonhie Mardis, Glark: & Debbie. ‘MeKeen, -
Linda TM Percevault, Qualicum: House: Gift, Shop, »Phyllis

|. Robertson, R.&" ‘A. Robinson (Thank-you Tait Lindsay), Jack-&
| Win; ‘Roff, Shoot the Breéze (Susan &. David Crisp), Donald-B.
i “Williams; John €. Williams, Paul H. Williams (In Méinory of
) ‘Donild’ 8 Kathlee 1) Williams): Tn Memory: ‘of Emie “Shimkus:
| Anon mous, Doris & James Christakos, ‘D: &C. Kelly, Susan
i & Ch is Lge, Jolin & Liese Loweé-Wylde & Anne & Tony Sharp.

: “Let's. finish this race!
sation. of dono ‘hames by periniission only. Official Income
epeipts issuied:. Cheques. payable to: “'

frown Preservation Society;“C/0 Walker Wilson
2 07 Primrose, Qualicum Beach, ‘BC; ok 2K” .

- 752-9830.” ee |
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Final

Heritage

‘Forest —

fundraiser
It’s time for admiration and

inspiration as the Brown

Property Preservation Society

presents its Third Qualicum

Beach Home & Garden Tour on

Sunday, July 18, from 10 am to 5

pm with three properties open on

Saturday, too, from noon till.four.

This self-guided tour will

include 14 homes and/or gardens

from the eastern edges of

Qualicum Beach, throughout the

town proper, and west to

Dashwood, and also, once again,

south to Whiskey Creek and the

whimsical and wacky works of

folk artist Don Thompson.

This is the BPPS’ final big

event and fundraiser to pay off

the bank loan it received to pur-

chase the last few acres of the

threatened Brown Property for-

est, now known officially as the

Heritage Forest.

Three of the properties on dis-

play, will be open for viewing on

Saturday, July 17th as well as on

the Sunday:

These include the Le Baron

property in Dashwood, Horst

Loewel’s three-period homestead

on Widgeon Road, and Don

Thompson’s. folk art studio on

Walz Road.

This tour will lead visitors

from spectacular shingled, sea-

view homes, to a Mediterranean-

style vegetable garden, west

coast-style dwellings, museum-

like homes, one that was an orig-

inal summer cottage, and a home

made from the owner’s own

hand-split shakes and shingles

modeled on a whaling hotel in

Maui.

Tickets are $20 and are avail-

able at both Qualicum and

Parksville Mulberry Bush

Bookstores and at Qualicum

House on 2nd Ave. For more info

call 752-8992.

Donors joining the race in June: Anonymous x3, Joy & Andrew

Starting: October 30, 2003

. Finishing: August 31, 2004

Enter the race to pay off the amount owed by the Brown |

Property Preservation Society on the bank loan for the Heritage '

Forest of Qualicum Beach. Just 1,000 donations of $200 each

were needed to mise the $200,000 owed when the race started

on Oct. 31, 2003.

Loan balance to date - $146,400

Brown, Paul & Gill: Connor, N. Bryan Holden, Qualicum

Gardens Inc. (CPAC), Lee Rainey.

Let’s finish this race!

Publication of donor’s names by permission only. Official

Income Tax Receipts issued. Cheques payable to:

Brown Preservation Society, C/0 Walker Wilson

#2-707 Primrose, Qualicum Beach, BC, V9K 2K1

752-9830





ave

Tour. wil emphasize” “the |

ment that, “The glory of-the:
garden lies: in more that -

: meets the.eye.”

mostly on Sunday, but wil
an extra bit on Saturday, too,

the: Brown .

Preservation Society.(BPPS)
Wi nt host its Third Qualicum”

5 -p.m.-on ‘Sunday July: 18,
“and. three larger, properties:

will .alsd.. be “‘open- ‘o

“til 4 p.m. é

“This - event” will be: the

effort to pay down the bank

last few-actes of the threat-

becomes even: more impor-

_ tant to:preserve, in its entire-

: ty, the trees and wildlife of

“Brown Property’s rare

coastal Douglas Fir forest.
Garden.

loan used to ‘purchase ‘the -

“incorporated ‘into ‘peacéfu
- Property “and ‘gracious gardens .

Saturday, July: 17 from 60) ei

view. from: the

. Einen lots. are built upon, it boo? The.tour brochure that
comes with your ticket ‘will

‘show: you whéte:-you ‘can -

find them.

. A home and garden that
‘draws visitors: “back . year
aftet year is reminiscent: ‘of
an’ English couftry’ “home

and ‘has ‘been featured, for
: the first: time in ‘Canada, in

2." For’ the teal .or- “atmehair”
traveller, at one ‘property

‘there’ is: aa’ eclectic : display:

of art and curios collected

: during travels: in” Asia,’

ther, the-owners try
“ to. find room’ for:' living. in -

“what resembles.a‘vé com"

_ pact” museum.._Its

house; which isa
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‘Tickets for the self guid-
“cost $20 and ‘ can be -
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‘jneffect until the end. «

“We're still - optimistic
that we're : going to reach our

. Vv ough. there’ sa
- big chunk to make,” Ryniak

said. “We're putting: all our

“ efforts.in appealing to the

. community right now ‘cause

None of the. $1.8 million

' " yaised to'save the.50 acres of

. coastal Douglas . fit- forest
“as come from. the tax -pay-

200 Dash ers’ purse: and. Rymiak said

after Sept. 1 we're through” -

.. However, it .is time for
BPPS. to wrap up, he said..:

People don’ t understand
that we’re not here perma- ©
nently because we've. been

atound for.0 Jong,” he said.

Final. appeals: have - gone

out: to all’the businesses in

Qualicum .... Beach, ': and

Ryniak reminds. residents

that. they. can still redeem

he.is “oud of, the: “grass.
roots fundraising”. the soci: .

“ety has accomplished... ae

Mulberry Bush bookstores.
: For more: information

“how-to donate. call Ryniak: at
752 9830. -



— The Brown Fgpert
Preservation *Seciety*is- pics

al. few: "weeks of its:

‘to’complete the pur-

they. make it?”
Hts: really call ‘about com=::

tpunity involvement. Eight
years.ago, when the. 50 acre

‘old-growth -forest-(a five

minute walk -from: down-

town.

appeared to be destined to

become: a -110-lot- housing.

development, a group. of

local. people said “no’

The Brow Property, as it:
was. then known. (and, unof- :

ficially,” still is, Called} was
the. private forest .of oilman

R.A. “Bobby” Brown. After
“his death it was-put on the

market.” Locals’ intervened

.and with help from the-town :

of: Qualicum. Beach, started

“to: raise. the $1.8 million *

needed:'to'buy -the forest

from. the Brown Family

‘Trust,

Today, thousands walk
the forest's bark mulch trails:

Totey, Aug. 2064
. Bush fire danger .

“of Qualicum Beach ‘park,
chase: of the: 3. -acre .” ~

‘Brown

- Preseryation Society raised:
“all: but $280,000. of the:

ig:question “js:Will

Qualicum - Beach) .

and marvel at the pristine
¢Wwildémess right in their-own-

back yard. It’s now a town”

‘but it’s‘not all paid for.

+ It's-a long story, but: with

dogged determination ‘the
a Property:

money needed ‘by 2002...

They then took out.a Royal
‘Bank: ‘loan for: thé: balafice

and today, withthe loan
repayment date ‘looming *

(September 1, 2004), still
have ‘$140,000 to-go.-A’

$200. Dash”: campaign: has’

raised: $41,000 ‘by. itself?

“anonymous < donations: have
brought’. in $10,000: ‘The

“final, fund-raiser,’ a Home:
and-Garden Tour held July,

18 in the Qualicum Beach

ated, ‘featured 14. unique:

places. —runique in that they
are all:so. different — and

featured beautiful gardens,
fine art work, interesting-re- ;

-eycling ‘aspects and unusual

eclecticism. -

: Don’t look for a series of. .

“Going “Out Of Business” |

~The Society" doesn’t get:

tial lots,”

“Besides destroying: the:
environmental | integrity .of

this: beautiful’ area® ‘that.

‘would ‘open. up’ the forest ‘to

blow-down.

The. Brown Property
Preservation Society is ask-:

“the Heritage Forest of Qualicum: Beacli ti

George -& Helen Rosie, Audrey Rutledge, ‘The: Taylors&

. Council supported a:motion by Councilor Scott ‘Tanniér to prepare'a
“news release, alerting residents.to the increased risk of bush fires due. ~

“to the hot, dry conditions this summer. Residents are urged to call 91t
if. they see any suspicious-activity near forested areas. Brown Property

Preservation Society president Paul‘Ryniak told Council the. situation
‘in-the Heritage Forest is aggravated by the use of bark mulch 6n all the

fails. He noted-a carelessly thtown cigarette butt could potentially set

fire to the mulch which is currently very: dry and he wonderéd if a

bylaw could be passed to better control the situation. Councilor Anton

Kroyt’ Teported the fire department experienced a rash-of bush firés in
- “Tate June 1 ar the airport which are all’ believed to have been deliber-,
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n Property loan deadline i is very real
dling i is real. »- ing for the’ wider, cominuni--- -;

-ty’s support in this their final.

d.money by the ©
ligust, a small por-— :

“the Heiitage Forest :
1 well become resided:

can be iniade to: the
- Property." - Presetvation

Society,..c/o- Walker:Wilson _

Law -Offices, 707 “Princess:

St. Sualicnm Beach, ‘B
V9K 2KT:.:

“For inore informati
call: the* Society’

Paul Ryniak at

9830. WS y- Submitted

Starting: October. 30; 2003 :
_ Finishing: August 31, 2004

BrowitProperty ‘Preservation. Society: a

the ‘ace started on Oct: 31, 2003. eae
Loan balance to; date $140, 000.

Donors’ joining the race in July: Louis:& Daphne Allec dn
memory of E. Shimkus); “Aponymous, Kim & Jill Brown,

‘Butiner-Schirer Family, ‘Mark Hobson ' (Coastline Att;
j, Tofino), Loretta: & Jack Menzies, Deanna K: McCrea, Ida
Prefontaine, Helen & Philip Robertson, Ronyecz Family: |
Joyce, Edward, Richard, ‘Dorina; Harrison: & Bradley Joe,

McLeods (in memory of Annie)

Let’s finish this race!
Pubfication, of. donor’s: namies by permission only. Official
Income ‘Tax Receipts issued. ‘Cheques payable’ to:

- Brown Preservation Society, C/0 Walker Wilson oo
2-707 Primrose, Qualicum Beach, BC, W9K 2K1,

752-9830 : :



‘Community |

..Groups in new

museum exhibit

With one mofith’ to | go fundtais:
ers for the Brown. Property ~~

Preservation Society remain’ hope:

ful they can teach their -goal to

save’ the-entire 50:acre Qualicum

Beach Heritage Fotest: :

"The society has until Aug. 31,

2004 to repay a $282; 900 loar it «
‘received from the Royal’ Bank two

$ ago to complete the Purchase

f the: ‘forest. -

“We're ‘down to saving ihe. last...
ot,” said Paul Rynial, president'of

e Society. “We've adopted ; the

‘slogan: ‘Give.a little, save alot’ to:

» “The total. ‘amount: -need is

around ; $130,000 depending... on

P expenses from’'the House” '&
Garten Tour.”
‘He said getting so close has ©

been a remarkable.achievement::

«Last month. we reached ‘the: $1 ~

"Name:

| focus’ attention on how..close we.’
Heritage Forest |

million mark in“ community
fundraising,” ‘said Paul. “We're

2 doing, everything ‘we can in this

"final: month to bring the campaign
. to“ succéssful'etid., Some ‘of us

have been at .it for. quit a. few

years. It’s time: to. wrap it up.”.

Throughout August supporters

will operate an information booth
for: the collection of donations

Address:

Phone: Donation Amount:

Brown Property Preservation Society. ° ~~
#2-707 Primrose, Qualicum Beach, 752-9830

Clip & deliver this form before Aug. 31 2004 -
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. downtown,. kay, L onfess, Tve-been a tree-hugger almost fort birth\ come by it honestly, pace spent 1H} robe years ‘as.}CNR “ ;
‘And'so:it is — the last stand

hood ‘playground:.
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Fundraising:has continued for'several
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Sylvia a —

boost st for

By COLLEEN DANE:

Local: advocacy and’ arts °
gioups came. ‘tégether in

Qualicum: Beach. ‘to. raise
money fora shared ‘causé-

A special” benefit perfor
_ mance’ of Sylvia at the |:

Village Theatre, .was held

Wednesday to, faise funds

for the Brown Property

-Preservation Society.

. “We saw. an ‘opportunity: |’

to. suppoitthe fine aris and

at the same time support a
very worthwhile.¢ausé in the

-community,” ‘Said Re/Max
realtor Ian: Lindsay,. whose

company: bought all the ti¢k-

“Show, |

two- .

ets to the evening’
‘and then te-sold: th

for-dne.

The show was entirely”
sold out-in three days. -

“The evening went very |

well, it was a full house and

a great play” said: BPPS
president Paul Ryniack, who.
had‘to-stand during the per-

formance. because of the full
. seats.

Ryniack said it.is events
“like this whid ost

important. for BPPS to Feacti
their. goal.; . o

“These. aré the groups
_and the people that have got”

“ten us-this fat, and now we

need to-Come:together.to fin:

ish it,” said, Ryniack.
_. The:event. raised $1,200

from ticket: sales; atid: $150

from a 50/50 draw. :
Ryniack said the group is’

: guaranteed “to” ‘break the’

‘$100,000-mark beforé dead.
line, ‘but: say: this would:
leave. one® lot : unprotected:

They ‘have’ cordoned off the

lotto show how much would
be lost.

“To help BPPS reach their

goal, director Charlles: Fox

will dofiate: 10° per cent: of
the rest , of Sylvia's: - ticket

- sales te the group. For infor--

mation on play. dates -and./:

’ times, phone 7 752-3522,

Nets REPORTER B.4. awe, *

BROWN PROPERTY PRESERVATION Society E resident Paul. Ryn
the group.has turned over almost every stone. in trying te to reach the society’
final fundraisin ing goal of.$130, 000...

By NEIL HORNER
NEWS REPORTER ane aie

With ‘the clock steadily ticking towards

the August 31. deadline to raise the Jast |. before- the

: and get these folks: off the streets t
_ Qualicum |forever” :

Ryniack “noted there are still, a few events
and ‘fundraising opportunities to come

time “runs - out, ° including
$130,000 .to purchase the Brown property.in Wedtiesday’s. performance. of Sylvia, which

Qualicum. Beach,
Preservation Society head

Paul Ryniack took a moment

| this week to publicly thank

everyone involved in the

effort.

Speaking as a- delegation
at Monday night’s monthly

Qualicum Beach council

meeting, -Ryniack said the

group has worked extremely

hard to make the dream of -

purchasing the old -growth.

property a reality.

.“We’ve turned over just’ .

about every. stone,” he said. “We've put in function. will change:
eight years and we are just about out of here.

If you're sick of hearing about the Brown be to deal with maintenance. and

property, I urge you to donate this month ments to the property.”

66°
years and we are

just about out of
here, ~

- — PAUL RYNIACK —

- BPPS PRESIDENT

“As of August 31, our-new:1 aman

had all proceeds going-to the
fund, the ongoing $200. dash

*, for .business owners. iii the

community, and proceeds :

from Brad Wylie’s historical :

book: about the Qualicuin''

Beach: area. As. well, he said

the table set -out,-at. Second

Ave.’ and Pritnrose St.:has ‘$0
far brought’ ina whopping:

$8,500, and he- urged: people

to give’ generously, while

there is still time:

Once the’ deadline

passed, he added,
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the Heritage

Forest in QB.
In’ the pristine hour after

dawti-..->

: The forest i is tranquil and
hushed

“Sometimes ‘a: deer graz-

ing with -her fawn -

* > Or thé gentle ‘whisper of

leaves being crushed .

z Soft cherus:’ of “birds

‘greeting the mom: “
/ Pastél coloured hués with

which the sky. is brushed

Peacé and quiet while.

daylight i is boris
A gentle reniitider that 1

-timg’s not fo be rushed. * “
*” Ethne Towilt '
*Qualicum:Beach '"Neil 27.8 2004

ae
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257over:a $14 Foods Parksville owner Clayton Baker000. cheque to: help with the effort.Right,’ residents gave. generously.to the campaign.



25% PAUL RYNIAK MAKES a final
#

i

2EAA
XN

\

| adjustment to the tally board-as society members raisé their glasses to toast.an end to their campaign ‘on. Tuesda'
‘Neti. HORNER PHOTOS _



“ Prese:

between “East Créscent .

society took -a, mortgage ‘of

$282, 90054 in 2002 which expired ¢ on

ion society w was formed'in.. -
October of 1997.to raise $1.8'mil-.

:~fion, to. gave the 50-acre’. forest

. vaind’:
‘Hemsworth, To reach the goal the _

ig. hosting a: Volunteers

Appréciation ‘Tea on. Saturday,
; 18-at the Community Hall

on Memorial Ave. at.2330" pi to
recognize the many

have helped’ save’ the’50- acre

“years: is: invited.” Presentat
. “will begin at 3 pm. °

454
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September, 200: * QUALICUM TOTEM.

Vicky- Hatp: “In memory:of Emie”
Peter. & Shart Hartman;

:George & Henrietta Head.’ .

‘Lois-Hill & Paul’ ‘Ryniak “In trem:

Alene: & Gary Lamont, :
Harry & Dorothy Large cos

Dexter & Catherine Lit erg
> Margit Lindquist .

: John & Liese Lowe-Wylde:"

*y “Avina Macdonald’

“" Doniald A Macdonald .”

Mary, & Vernon(MacKay. :
Lucile &-Dr. Peter Mackay
Peter. McDougall. i

Lennan Meekison. ~ °

: Ron & Joanne Moger .*
Latice Nater-& Esther: Christopher
, Bienda’ Nicélis *

“i Byelym Owens’

: “Albert & Rose Pauis

Her tage Forest Donor Hono ,
“Celebrating the maitiage of Paul
Mullen’& Therese, White” one

Parksville TY. & Sound

Gind & Sting Stump,::
. Scott &. ‘Annette Tanner

‘Caroliie & ‘Edward Taylor
Raymond Perks” Daphne & Hugh? ‘Taylor

~Murielfe & Tim Pritchard



Society, - rm Prep gyroup’s success ‘in dloé D develops ment, it’seems Brown is an unavoidable name inthe town white
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PQ News.Fi.e PHOTO
THE BROWN MANSION has been opened to the commu ty: ora variety of fundraising é eveni
save the family’ Ss S adjacent property (known 2 as. the Q

BROW
News

They kept their stables in

the ‘centre of the. property

and used.thée land often.

“They had that big. block

of land, and it took someone

with some’ means to. update

that,’ said Skipsey, adding

that the taxes on the proper-

ty were too hefty for most

families. to, maintain.

In the 1940’s and 1950's -

‘the sizeof the. golf course

“. was being chipped away by
the development . ‘of

Elizabeth, Elm and Poplar’ |

roads, ‘according to Brad
Wylie’s book “Qualicum

‘Beach:' A_. History. of

Vancouver Island’s Best-

Kept Secrets.

~ Bobby Brown, concerned. -

about losing the course,

“ bought it in 1955 for

$25,000, and revamped it in.

1967-68, said Wylie, adding

sprinkler. systems - and

upgrading the fairways:

When :Brown. died in’:

development ~

rumours re-surfaced’. and _
1971;, - the

WN,

‘sant and other cumulated:

‘buying that

each: Her e. je Forest)...

began 16

man in town,” said Skipsey.

“That someone was going to:

develop the golf course.”

In 1981 though: the’ vil- :

lage negotiated thé purchase

of the greens, and paid. it

through: the sale of seawall.”

property just-south if The *

Shady Rest ‘pub and restau-

surpluses. -

“After we bought.the golf
coursé, council considered

piecé;” said

Skipsey. of the Brown forest,

which they considered as an

area.for golf. course: expan= °..",

sion.

Councillors

though that the. green space

was too. important to the ~

character’ of - Qualicum

Beach, especially with: the-.

threatening rapid growth in

the area; said Skipsey. ~~“
cwas .

Brown’s estate holdérs: sold

again ‘.worty ~
Qualicum Beach residents. ~-:

“That .was’-the boogie-*-:

: décided :

when - Bobby: ”

Art Skipsey--"
..holds the-Browns in”:

high regarc .

:sensé of community

the property . to” the “Town, -.

through two phiases in 1999

and 2002, that‘a subdivision:
plan was included. ~ :

. ‘This. began « the battle

which wrapped. up. last fy

Tuesday. : os

Other thanthrough. prop:
erty: management,: Skipsey,



. app!
on Saturday. The event:

was held tot C

many ‘local

‘the: course of the eight-
| year: Brown. ‘property.

preservation ~

“ofthe. Brown Property

sservation. Society, |

‘Qualicum residents have reason to be | prou
| * Lwouldlike to 6ffer my thanks and my congratulations to ~
alll. thi people who have worked ‘so chard to -preserve the

"Heritage Forest for this and future generations:

at ‘Malaspinia‘College to gain some ‘knowledge ‘On how ‘to
maintain the character ofthe town in times of. very rapid
growth.

vithe haracter.and:work to preserve those features. I believe
thi ‘Heritage. Forest! may. be judged in the futuré-to be our

y special thanks is due to all whose donations. have

eA °o.tions:-that: draw. their ‘wealth from our natural resources:
They: were told to identify the features that‘ contributed to.:

263

‘brotizht success: ©. :
: Longtime: residents of. F Qualicum Beach 1: tof thé ovince.

/ May remember past decades when: higher levels. of govern-"
1n:1981 some members of council attended. a: workshop ment could: ‘be ‘counted on to assist with major comm ity:

It. was-a time also that timber barons or major. OEP

berelied upon to-retumn some oftheir. profits. tothe. commit
ities: where those natutal resources-were ex

7 Well. doe Qualicum Beach and friend

News’ hg, root -



iz Qualicum Beach.‘stream running through| Steep ravine. Every day, he and: brotticis and sis-towering ¢ old-.:ter played in the shadow.growth Douglas firs and splashed in theThey called if the gulleauty. becamesa metap!less love of the‘ Carlsen family.. “When you-are-four ot five years old,: the gully seemed to be the deepest spottion Society president Paul Ryniak stands in the gully ‘school, saw a'news report.on YBCTY about- R.A. Brown of the Home Oil Company.. from. dévelopment. The. Brown Family “ around. And if you looked up to the’sky,Carlseti tecalled last *week from his home in Sparwood. “Withthat thought; when we.were tucked intobed at night our parents would say; ‘loveyou from the gully to the:sky:In August, Carlsen, who ‘had movedaway from Qualicum ‘Beach after higha fundraising campaign to save the Her-Brown property because it belonged toSince:1996, the Brown Property Preser-vation Society had been trying to raise $1:8million to save the 20-hectare propertyTrust wanted to tum the’property, which'. gepresents 20 per cent of preserved oldgrowth Douglas fir in B-C., into a110-lot"subdivision. Qualicum Beach’s 7,000 res- ‘bottom of its“the bustling downtown comer where Primitage Forest, knowni to most locals as the ., Strong. rose. meets Sécond..“‘And people just keptdtop ing off the chequés;” said Ryiiiak.“In the Jast week, Quality Foods donated$10,000, Thrifty:Foods gave $2,000 and :“ Jocal author Brad Wylie, whois writing a‘book: - on: Qualicum, Beach, donated“Te Was just an.amazing last month? *Although the fuidraising was'$18,000short of its. goal, the town of QualicumBeach picked up the shortfall. The prop-erty is now preserved:in its.entirety withcovenants, said Ryniak. - .-_.. Ken Carlsen’s memories have alsobeen |preserved. As subdivision upon subdivi-sion-presses in on. Qualicum Beach, the --heritage forest he played i in will stand“The fact that it’s been saved means alot to.me;* said Carlsen. “Other familieswill be able to walk through this forest and’.feel what we felt. It’s like stepping backin time.”Ryniak has kept the letter Carlsen sentto him in August, along with a donation.“When my daughter was younger, she . Special place with lots of memories’ was.told the story of the gully and she toowas tucked into’bed with the words, ‘Iloveyou from the gully to the sky,” wroteCarlsen, “Last year, our father passed awayand_on his headstone it has.“We Love Youfrom the Gully to the Sky’To ourfamily the Heritage Forest is a”



by

otA12 © THE NEWS, Tuesday, January 4, 2005wr Looking Back 2004Brown Property group still active into ‘05By NEIL HORNERNEWS REPORTERWhen the year 2004 began, the situationwasn’t looking ali that hopeful for themembers of Qualicum Beach’s BrownProperty Preservation Society.But when the clock struck midnight toend that year, the situation was very muchdifferent.

Paul Ryniak is president of the societyand he remembers that the group had along, long way to go in their efforts to pur-chase the 50-acre property and save it fromdevelopment in perpetuity.“I think we had $230,000 still to raise atthe start of the year,” he said in an inter-view Wednesday. “All Fcan say is that we were optimistic as we blindly went into it,but near the ‘end we were thinking wewouldn’t make it.”Since they- were. formed in 1996, thegroup had mianaged to raise a whopping$1.63 million, but by mid-April the groupwas still $170,000 short of the mark — andthe loan was due by September.The group’s $200 Dash program, alongwith garage sales, home and garden toursand other initiatives had managed to bringthe group to within $44,000 of their goalby late August, but time was running out.There was talk of possibly selling off onelot to make up the difference, or of askingthe bank to extend the loan.However, the last few days of fundrais-ing for the heritage forest proved fruitful, and the society was able to turn the loanover to the Town of Qualicum Beach.onSept. 3 with a mere $26,567 still owing.‘Tt was just great,” Ryniak said. “Tt wasa long, hard year, but it- was certainly wellworth,the effort in the end, especially whenwe saw that response, because we camecloser to the final total than we expected.”At this point, approximately $15,000still remains to be raised, and donations arestill being accepted.Meanwhile, the society is stil: verymuch active, despite the fact that their offi-cial fundraising role has been supplantedby the municipality. They plan to organizethe upkeep of the trails in the park, as wellas do a little bit more fundraising, this timefor a permanent donor’s board.



lobo

dn Qualicum Beach. ‘Ag | {
i Scott..Tanner,: notes:.|

for the. property, w

‘purchased ® after

the Joan to the: Royal Ba a
and. it makes sense to elimi®
nate ‘that Lcitart s

. News Reporter

Map: found i in Mansion wall
By JESSICA KERR

2065"

There was an air of excitement

around the Brown mansion this

week, with what some are calling the

find of the century.

While ripping through years of
old wallpaper and drywall, crews

working in the mansion found what

is believed to be a treasure map.

The map was found stuck between

the wood paneling and the dry wall

in what was believed to be Bobby

Brown’s office in the house. Brown,

a Calgary-based oil baron, spent

many summers at their Qualicum

Beach mansion in the 1950s.

Those who have seen the map

believe it leads to something, pos-

sibly money or gold, buried in the

Qualicum Heritage Forest.

“Tt is unclear by just looking at

the map,” says Duncan McLeod,

an historical document expert out

of Victoria who made the trip to

Oceanside to examine the map.

The map starts at the back door of

the house and shows a.route through

the forest to a tree where it appears a

key is hidden, says McLeod.

Paul Ryniack, president of the

Brown Property Preservation Society,

was surprised to hear about the find,

but also has some concerns..

“We are afraid people will destroy

the forest in search of treasure,” he

says. The: group worked for nine

years and raised over $1.5 million to

save the forest. see MAP on A3

FROM PAGE ONE — Aprit Foors!



BROWN PROPERTY PRESERVATION Society president Paul Ryniak tries
out the dry land handling of the Enigma kayak donated by Extreme Interface

Kayaks for the raffle campaign Qualicum Beach. Tickets cost $2 each or three

for $5. Funds raised will go towards the purchase of a proper tally board to

recognize those who donated.to the Brown property purchase. Tickets are on

sale.at the QB Farmer’s Market and on Family Day. NEIL Horner PHoro

Qbt



HE NEWS, Tuesday; Augucouncil Thad to aijoum backi into a privaté meeting264 “erty. to,an unnamed agency. for $1: then move and vote fo release it‘to'the:publiThe ‘draft ¢ décimeat: calls for the: ‘forest t to-be maintained-Resttictions:proposed by the covenagi vould d prevent the*dand- from. being subdivided. and would ‘mandate: thatAlthough i it. would'p protect the land from deve te)ovenant would still dllow-the municipality to-formianagement plan for such issties.as:public ‘use: and CceSs,Signage and fencing; the planting of native “yegetat_dnaititenance and'public utilities, among. others., ‘Although. council “agréed to. make: the-.draft ‘ocumerit at+public; ‘Heritage ‘Forest “Commission : ‘member’ Coun: Jack =!eUss: -Wilson: expressed « concern t that couneil, would be: inundated



Heritage forest society changing
By NEIL HORNER all the Canadian change the

News RePorTeR Oct, .5/a0os person had left over, along

Funds are still coming

in to Qualicum Beach’s

Heritage Forest Society, but

the amounts have dropped

from Jarge cheques to nick-

els and dimes, says presi-

dent Paul Ryniak.

That’s fine though, he

says, because every little bit

helps.

Ryniak received a let-

ter from England this past

week from a person who

had holidayed in Oceanside

and taped in that letter was

(

2000 -

with a $5 bill.

“It probably cost them

more to send it than the

face value,” Ryniak says of

the $2.60 in nickels, dimes

and quarters and the $5 bill.

“Tt’s amazing that the cam-

paign, which started in 1996

has dwindled down to some

change, but it is still com-

ing in.”

How the $7.60 and other

donations will be dealt with

will likely be on the agenda

when the Heritage Forest

Society holds its AGM from

7 to 9 p.m. at the Civic

Centre in Qualicum Beach

on Nov. 17.

“We will have our elec-

tions and will be able to

explain to people about. the

covenant that is 99 per cent

done,” Ryniak explains.

“The covenant will be there

in perpetuity and will keep it

a forest reserve.”

pe EN ee

PAUL RYNIAK SHOWS off the latest donation to
come into the Heritage Forest Society.

Ryniak says the group

has changed focus from

being a fundraising body to

protectors of the forest.

“The society is basically

going in a new direction,”

he says. “We are being pro-

active and will maintain and

New Horner Proto

upgrade the forest, now that

it has been saved.

“For. instance, when a

fence comes down, we as

monitors will see that and

pass it on to the proper peo-

ple to get the authority to

repair it.”

2005

‘The Saga of the Tall Trees”

Thanlt you l

(Fo Page

Kiene 2.1
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Newcomers to.

Qualicum Beach,

the Hollingtons

have green plans

By NEIL HORNER

News REPORTER _

With little fanfare, achap-

ter closed on the saga of the

Qualicum Beach Heritage

Forest this week.

Appearing as.a delegation

at a recent regular. council

meeting, a couple of- new-

comers presented a cheque

to Mayor Teunis Westbroek

to retire the remaining debt

for the purchase of the for-

mer Brown property.” . -

Ed-: and Louella

Hollington ‘said they moved

to Qualicum Beach from the

Lower Mainland a year. ago

- and wanted to do something

for the environment. ‘After ~

talks with Westbroek,. the

Hollingtons decided to retire

the $6,500 debt remaining

on the municipal books.

“We were very impressed .

with the quaintness, qui-

etness and quality of life’ |
Qualicum Beach offers and

we-want to congratulate you

as a council for the ambi-

ance,” Louella Hollington
said
“We know how. difficult

it is to keep hungry develop-

ers at bay. You honour the

wishes of the people by lim-

Greal

2H

qualicum beach" me NEWS, Frid. December 14, 2007

LOUELLA AND-ED.Ho ington: present council with
sttanding Brown property

34

ple: hear

: ete day,

_ canbe complete.”

g thanks to you,” he:said. ;

te bout the massive.

-.effort to preserve the Brown.

- propérty, they ‘decided to get

involved, even. though they

: “on. the scene late in

-Thank you.”

“Since we learned: ‘there
is-a'$6,500-outstanding debt, .

we-have a chéqtie. to. cover

that “amount so. this Project -

This prompted sustained
applause. from‘ the packed
gallery. 2

_She. wasn’t“ done, “how.
ever, Hollington ‘went: on'to

say the couple has jumped

on board the push:to pre-

serve Hamilton Marsh.
“We are in the process

of setting up a trust’ fund

~ to start the purchase" of the

~ Jand,”: she: said. “We” hope. |

the“ owners will sell’ it-to.

the Regional ‘District °-of

Nanaimo. to’ make’ wildlife

habitat.” - oo

In response, Coun. Jack:

Wilson, who was intimately

involved in the Brown prop-

erty campaign, thanked the.

couple. :

“Tt took one anda. half.

years, but it’s. done. now,

.. Westbroek agreed. .,

“Tt.was Ansel Adams who

‘said, ‘guard it well.
this forest. is -far: i

bal he said: “Ob:
this-forest means mo

money to you and.I’m abso-" |

lutely delighted that you

have the big picture view

to. protect. Hamilton Marsh:

“news @pqbnews.com
yes
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A20 - THE NEWS, Friday, June 13, 2008

By NEIL. HORNER .
: NEWS: REPORTER :

thiis:week with the signing of

a protective covenant,

Ewe

municipality, - ‘the: Brown
° Property’ Presérvation:

‘Preservation Soci ys i
conjunction ‘with. the’ ‘Town

of Qualicum Beach, pur-.
chased 35-acres:of the 50-.
acre site in May ‘of. 1999

~ for $910,000: Subsequent
- fundraising efforts. between -
the society. and: the. town .
Ted to the’ entiré site being’.

Monday night,: Wilson
-moved that staff be enipow-
eréd to-sign: the ‘covenant,‘a

“motion:that | ‘passed. enthus



Spade eee Cea st
RHEREES SRS HELO

Smiles this week

‘after a protec-

‘covenant ¥ Was

~ community ,

, Forest frozen in time —
By NEIL HORNER
News: PREPORTER: a

Itmay be tempting; butno
future ‘council in-Qualicum

Beach -will be able to ‘turn

the “Heritage’ Forest into a

condd‘development.”

eThat’s -becatise, says

Councillor - Jack .. Wilson,
~-council has finally been able

to hammer outa deal with

The Land Conservancy. to

put a piotective eoveriant on.’
the land, formerly known as

the Brown property. °°."

“It’s all ‘agreed. to,” -he

said.. “We hope to-have. a

signing- cerémony, in July,

right ‘inside the forest.” ;
“Wilson said thé covenant,

which -involves. TLC, the

Brown Property Préservation

Society: and‘ the Town of

Qualicum Beach, has’ been

a long timé-coming,: but is

~ érucial, if residents want to

keep a: distinctive: piece: of

urban forest — and-one of

* Qualicum -. Beach’s special:
places — intact.

“Fifty years from now

people will -have : forgotten
the $1.25 million ‘raised. by

~ individuals,” ‘ Wilson:: said.

““There- may be a .tempta-

tion for future. councils, to

” off-:and :make' a bunch of

money?’”

Wilson. ‘noted the’ ‘cov-
enant details not only that.
ihe: forest be-preserved; ‘but
in what'matiner:it should be:
preserved:

“It keeps: the“‘ideas’ we
have’ currently ‘f how: the
forest should not develop,”

he said.”

“We don’t want. paved

toads in there. We ‘don’t,’
want parking lots. We want”
to keep it as natural as:pos-

sible. This freezes in: time

what we have in mind: for.
‘this? - .

say, ‘why don’t we: sell this . news@pdbnews.com



News REPORTER

There’s no subdivision

in’ the

Heritage Forest and there

never will be, thanks to a

protective coy

at a ceremony.

~ Preservation
The Land

Conservancy of British

Columbia, protects the: 50-

The many “voltinteer’s
who: worked for moté thari

woo'smauqhd'man
witnéss: the sigh!

with * representatives:

municipality.

in’ 1995, when the Brown

Family Trust decided ‘to sell

the Brown manision,:along

acres of forest: There’ was no

shortage of developers eager
to develop the’ pro

a 110%lot developinent;” s
Brian Lecky, president ofthe
Brown Property Preservation

community.”

Klees wasn’t happy

about: the thought of. the

forest. being destroyed and ~

she rélayed her concerns to

her neighbours. Word soon

spread and before long the

society was formed in an

effort to save the land from
becoming just another sub
division. . sas Fa

The society began i iaising
money in-an effort to’ come eae

up with-the.almost $2 ‘mil
lion purchase: price for. the

forest. Wednesday’ Ss signing

ceremony ‘was;the culmina-

tion of those efforts.

“We

Qualicum. Beach _

acte Site. as forest. land in,

the Brown family: and the:

That long > road began "

with its immediate five acres “~ F
andthe surtounding' “50.

Society. “Thank.: goodness:*

Anne .was. sofastidious -

about:the cleanliness of our":

started: with a:

i pes fulness of the site:
i the. property has béen preserved, they will, an

if paper and we have

eturned to a piece of paper,”

Lecky said. “But this time”

it is to protect the forest for

all'generations to come, not

pave: paradise and put in

“Qualiciim Beach’ Mayor «

Teunis. Westbroek called’

the signing. a- great day for

Qualicum Beach, quoting

Ansel Adams as he did so.

“This “you. inherit,” he

_said. “Guard it well because

Ats | fa

‘than’ money and once. it’s.

far. “more. ° precious

destroyed, nature’s...beauty~.

cannot be purchased: at. any”:

price.” :
Westbrock praised.

“the many volunteers who.
worked hard to raise the.

money, to. buy the land, often

“At timies it was:dicey,”

he-said, noting chief.admin-

Conervaney of British :
‘Columbia, ~ ie :

istrative officer Mark Brown,

Coun, Barry Avis'‘and Coun:

larly. hard‘on the: part of the:
municipality. .

that ifs} you di don't give.
up, you: will ‘sticcéed” he:

said. “The community did

it all on this project. We. are

very Pleased. to be involved
in it, because this is the’ type. .
of project that shows‘what a ~.

community can really. do.”

The. ‘status .means- the :

Heritage Forest. makes ‘up

fully 20 per cent of the pro-

. tected: Douglas fir ecosystem:
when it seemed hopéless.-~* *:

“Milner Gardens making ‘up

--another 25.percent.,. <2: |

on: Vancouver: sland, “with,



CONTINUED FROM PAGE AS qualicum beach www.pabnews.com -.Brown family can enjoy the forest for yearsSpeaking at the signingceremony for the. protectivecovenant .that. will keep theforest intact in’ perpetuity,Pamela Brown shared someof her. memories’ with theapproximately 50: people inattendance.. “Lois and I were talkingto each other as we. camethrough the forest to be hereand we had so many happymemories being here withour family,’ Pamela said.“We remembered being herewith our horses and walkingthrough these woods. Theyare lovely memories. .“There’s a spirit of placehere and anyone who walksthrough the forest recog-nizes it. It’s a special kind -" of magic and we all felt itgrowing up, even as little
kids. ‘We still feel it now.”Pamela ‘said she wasdelighted those memorieswill be able to be relivedany time they want to cometo Qualicum Beach and shethanked the many volunteerswho worked hard to protect the woodland for the future.“We. want to say thankyou to‘all of' you,” she said.“A lot of time went by andyou never gave up hope. You kept fighting. it is now goingto be preserved and we areSO appreciative of that. Our.family can still enjoy it andour children and grandchil- Lois BROWN HOLDS plaque of appreciation (left) while sister Pamelaaddresses the crowd and Mayor Teunis Westbroek looks on.New. Horner PHOTOdren can still enjoy it. It’sabsolutely wonderful, andit’s because of the effortsyou’ve made.”; news@pqbnews.com+ Sept 7, 1997 — town public information meeting held to determine level of wx-payer interest in preserving the Brown forest.* May 1999.— Town purchased 35 acres| for $910,000, comprised of town parks DCCsof $484,000 & Society funds of $426,000.The remaining 15 acres of the Brown propertywere priced at $900,000._” SSune 17; 2000 — Referendum defeatedfor $840,000 proposed to be funded by a $25 per year parcel tax for 15 years.* Oct. 16, 2000 — bylaw adopted by.town to establish joint commission (Counciland Brown Property Preservation Society)to manage and preserve the Brown propertyforest,+ March 2002 — Society raised an addi-tional $450,000 and town purchased one half(7.5 acres) of the remaining Brown familyProperty. * July 25, 2062 — town sold Palm DriveTot for $76,900 to be used for Brown property *purchase.* August 2002 — loan obtainedfrom Royal Bank by town and society for$282,922.+ August 2002— Final remaining 7.5 acreportion of the Browa property purchased,+ Tuly 14, 2005 — Town pays out remain-

ing $16,044 of bank loan.

* Dec: 21, 2007 — citizen pays town last‘payment of intemal loah $6,464.* July 15, 2008 — covenant to preserveHeritage Forest signed by Brown .PropertyPreservation Sociery, The Land Conservancyof B.C, and the Town of Qualicum Beach.news @pqbnews.com
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With Appreciation From The
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“This you inherit, guard it well, for it.is far more precious than money, and |once destroyed, nature’s beauty can- |not be repurchased at any price”- Ansel Adams The members and volunteers of the Brown Prop-erty Preservation Society have had the wisdom andforesight to recognize the importance of AnselAdam’s insightful words. Working together forthousands of hours on various projects to raisefunds, your dedication has saved this unique andpriceless forest from destruction, not only for thebenefit of residents and visitors to Qualicum Beach,but especially for future generations to come.The Town of Qualicum Beach would like to thankyou for your effort and dedication that has madethe Heritage Forest of Qualicum Beach the crownjewel of our community’s heritage and natural envi-ronment. Your perseverance has been an inspira-tion to us all and we celebrate your success.With sincere appreciation,CG WorthanMayor Teunis WestbroekCouncillor Barry Avis Councillor Anton KruytCouncillor Scott Tanner Councillor Jack Wilson


